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ABSTRACT

The cognitive level of Thai secondary students

There has been a paradox that despite their typical learning approach on rote memorization, Asian
students, perceived as compliant, not being critical or questioning, surprisingly outperform Western students in
studies. In 1999, Baumgart & Halse explored the role of assessment through an analysis of examination papers
in Social Sciences of the grade twelve level in Australia and Japan, and a university entrance examination paper
in Thailand. They found that Thai paper is the only one which is based on Bloom’s six levels of cognitive
theory. These include knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. The last
three levels are considered to be higher-order thinking skills. To achieve the examination, Thai students require
challenging levels of analysis, interpretation, translation, and application, To further their work, this research
focuses on students’ performances. The Social Studies university entrance examination paper for October 2004
was used to examine secondary students’ cogaitive level. To do so, each item of the paper was analyzed to see
which skill the students needed to be assessed. It was found out that of all 80 items in the paper, there were 25
itemns assessing students’ knowledge, 27 items assessing comprehension, 4 items assessing application, 19 items
assessing analysis and synthesis, and 5 items assessing evaluation, There were 1,703 students from 4 schools in
Khon Kaen participating in the study. The results showed that over 50% of the students could choose 12 out of
the 24 correct answers assessing the last three levels of cognitive theory. At the same time, over 50% could
choose 28 out of the 56 correct answers assessing the first three levels. It can be said that the students rely their

study not only on rote memorization alone but they also possess some higher-order thinking skills.



