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Abstract

The purpose of the study had three folds. First, the inquiry aimed to define
reporters’ characteristics significant to the current reform using information from
interviews with three groups: journalistic professionals, state officials, and people from
different professions. Second, the study intended to develop the indicators of newspaper
reporters’ characteristics based on the information obtained from the interviews; the
validity of the indicators was subsequently tested in order to construct an indicator model.
Thirdly, the investigation aimed to compare opinions from four different groups, namely,
journalistic professionals, journalistic scholars, state officials, and the general public.
Each group consists of four hundred respondents. The third purpose was achieved by
means of questionnaires. Second Order Confirmatory Factor Analysis and One-way

MANOVA were used to analyze the data.

Findings of the study are as follows:

1. The result of Second Order Confirmatory Factor Analysis shows that the
indicator model agrees with the empirical data derived from the questionnaires ( = 24.42,
p = 0.985, df = 26, GFI = 0.99, AGFI = 0.96). The loading factors from the highest to the
lowest include newspaper reporters’ personality, journalistic skills, professional ethics,
reporters’ attitude, and journalistic knowledge respectively. The factors predict the
variance of the indicator model by 96, 93, 61, 48, and 18 percents respectively.

2. The result from One-way MANOVA indicates that the difference in opinions
from the four groups of respondents is significant at 0.05. The four groups are different
in their views towards journalistic knowledge, reporters’ attitude, journalistic skills,

newspaper reporters’ personality and professional ethics.



