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Abstract

“Sound-symbolic Word in Thai” Project contains two main purposes of study:
1) to investigate linguistic characteristics namely, linguistic forms and meanings of
Thai sound-symbolic words and 2) to examine the relationship between linguistic
forms and meanings of sound-symbolic words.

Data for the study were elicited from two types of document: formal and
informal. Formal documents include The Royal Institutes’ Dictionary 1999 and
informal documents consist of four titles of Japanese-to-Thai comic books—10 books
from each title. In addition to the documents, in relation to the examination of the
relationship between linguistic forms and meanings of sound-symbolic words, a
perception-production test were completed by 100 first year undergraduate students of
Mae Fah Luang University. The informants were asked to write Thai words from their
perception of some natural sounds selected using Thai characters.

In relation to linguistic forms, it was found that the number of syllables of
sound-symbolic words the documents is between 1-11 syllables. Words which have
more than two syllables are mostly reduplicatives. They are formed by either
complete reduplication or partial reduplication process. In addition, the number of
initial consonant types of sound-symbolic words range from the highest to the lowest
as follows, Stops > Clusters, Fricatives > Nasals, Continuants. In relation to spelling,
it was found that sound-symbolic words in formal documents contain higher accuracy
according to Thai morphological rules than words in the informal documents (100%
and 59.95% respectively).

In relation to meanings, it was found that definition is given only for sound-
symbolic words in the formal documents. The definition can be divided into two
types: source of sounds such as /ko/ ar kafon/ [a duck’s quack] and characteristic of
sounds such as /k N/ [loud vibrated sound]. Moreover, it was found that semantic
domains of sound-symbolic words (or sounds in nature to which sound-symbolic
words are used to refer) can be classified into four main domains: [HUMAN],
[ANIMAL], [THING], and [NATURE]. In addition to the four domains, the [CUE]
domain was postulated for data in the informal documents. It is used to serve
functional meaning which is a specific characteristic of the comic books.

In relation to the relationship between linguistic forms and meanings of sound-
symbolic words, the focus is on word-initial consonants. The relationship between
phonetic characteristics of initial consonants and some meaning components was
found as shown. Stop consonants and consonant clusters correlate to the meaning
components [TOUCH], [ATTACK], [BLOCK], [EXPLODE], and [BREAK].
Fricative consonants correlate to the meaning components [HISS], [[INTERVENE],
and [PASS THORUGH]. Nasal consonants correlate to the meaning components
[SOFT], [VIBRATE], and [UNCLEAR]. Continuant consonants correlate to the
meaning components [CONTINUE], [LINK], and [FLOW]. In addition, it was found
that one important factor for the production of sound-symbolic words is the saliency
of sound components integrated in a particular sound in nature.
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