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ABSTRACT

Nineteen seventy five has great meaning in Vietnamese history. The victory
of North Vietnam over the United States army and the government of South Vietnam
ended the long traumatic years of war, and reunified the two parts of the country. The
transformation from war to peace allowed Vietnam to develop economically and
socially. Likewise, it is also a milestone for the twentieth century Vietnamese
literature. The process of change in post — 1975 Vietnamese literature can be divided
into 3 main stages: the pre-renovation (D61 M6i) period (1975 — 1986), the
renovation period (1986 — 1992) and the post-renavation period (since 1992 with the
emergence of the new generation of Vietnamese writers). It is evident that most
studies on post-1975 Vietnamese literature focus on the Renovation or Pdi Méi
literature. The pre-Renovation literature is often seen as a continuity of the wartime
literary trend. The study of literary works written in the pre-Renovation period is
very few and sporadic. The success of the Renovation literature and superficial view
on the pre-Renovation literature lead to a misunderstanding that the renovation of
Vietnamese literature is merely an outcome of economic and political reforms. This
study argues that the process of renovation in literature started long before the
Renovation policy was announced in 1986. The development of the Renovation
literature is not sudden, but rather based on the long attempt of those in literary
domain, namely writers, critics and scholars. It is hoped that the process of the
development of Vietnamese literature in the post 1975 will be clearly demonstrated

in this study.
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