Us-1
uU6-2
uU6-3
Us—4

Us-1
uU6-2
uU6-3
Us—4

Us-1
uU6-2
uU6-3
Us—4

uU6-2

-200 -180 -160
GGCTATCCTGACACTCTAAT TTCCCCCTGTCCATAAACTT GGTGACCTACTGCATCAATC

GAAAATTACCACGGTAATCC CTCACACAAACTCTGGATTT GAGATCCTTCAGGTTTTATC
CAAAAATACTACGGTAAACC TCCACAAAACTGCTGGTTTC AAACTTTGAAGGTTTTAAGC
AARACTCTACGGTAAACCTAC ATAAACTGCTGGTTTTCAAA TTTTAAAGAATTTAAGGGTT
-140 -120 -100
AGTGTGCCTAGCACTGACAG GGCCAAAGCTCTGTAGTGCA CGGCATACAAGTGGGAACAT
AGTTTGCAGGTTTATGTCAC CATGATATAGGGTCAGACTT GATCTAAGGGAGCTGAATAA
ATTCGCAGGTTTTCTCTGAA GAGGTTTACTGTCATGTTTG AGGTAAATGAGTTGAATAAG
TACAGGTTTACTACTACACA GTGATTTACTGACACATGTA AGTGTAAATGAGTTGAATARA
—R0 PSE  _¢q —-40
GRCTCRECCAGGTCCCACCAC CYTGGAGGARACATI'GCTGGG ACTCGAGGCGT
GI'GGTETAGTCACTCACCAC CYCCCAAARACAYACCCAGA AGTCCCTGGTS
TAGGTETATCCACTTACCAC AYGGCAGARRACAFYACCCAGA AGTCCCGGGT
GIrAAGEAAGCCATATACCAC ACATGAAACACAYACCCAGA AGTCACTGGT
-20 1

CTGAGCCTGACTGCTGATCT GTGCTCGCTACGGTGGCACA TATACTAAAATTGGATCGAT
CTCCCTCCAGCTCTTGGTTC GTGCTTGCTTCGGCAGCACG TATACTAAAATTGGAACGAT
GTCCTCCAGGOTCCTAGTTC GTECTTECTTCGECAGCACA TATACTAAAATTGGAACGAT
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MNN 4.1 SAVIVaVIEY U6 snRNA voa1/a1sinare Wiy U6 snRNA 4 ¥ila (U6-1,

U6-2, U6-3 11en 1an1nmMs ANy ail U6-4 WU1N zebrafsih genomic

9/ 3 A~ == osz’ dyt'o' :JI A '
database 6l‘t!‘]JﬁﬂiJTt,ﬂfJ mmwaﬂuiumsﬂﬂmmqmﬂumsﬂwmmuqu

MAUITUDITU U6-4 14910 zebrafsih genomic database (NW001514080.1)

! o_w Y = = A o = = =
NYUYBIAIAVILE CCAAT HAAIAIBUOUTIHABNAAT L VAN AGLTVT?
LA TMMLAAINGUUBIAIA LI PSE 118y TATA box mud AU 1nd 1o

s A 9 a Y 9 a = 4 A A
Inasudulumsnsuaniudu uaasdietiing lo Ind +1 tou@idon

1 . o I . . . o w
iduilszuaasdiuigndwunily intragenic control region “boxA” 81611

A d . . Y @ v A A Y 9
twad)u termination sequences waaAleAviiIdevaau 1A
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M3 4.1 ManfSeunsuanunsanuve I IUave il U6 snRNA Juilashaie

¥HA U6 snRNA coding region PSE (-79 839-1) | DSE (-250 94 -1)
U6-1 11 U6-2 85.7 % 48.8 % 50.0 %
U6-1 N U6-3 86.6 % 54.2 % 51.7%
U6-1 Nu U6-4 86.6 % 53.6 % 52.0 %
U6-2 f1 U6-3 96.3 % 81.3% 73.6 %
U6-2 711 U6-4 96.3 % 71.3 % 67.3 %
U6-3 711 U6-4 100.0 % 74.7 % 76.1 %

M3197 4.2 MsfSeuneunNNATINHYIIAUIUEVBIUS I coding region VOIEH

U6 snRNA lulansha1eiu coding region Yo U6 snRNA Tudndviia

U 9
Zebrafish | Drosophila | Xenopus Mouse Mouse Human
(X06980) (M10329)
ue6-1 84.82 % 88.4 % 88.4 % 88.5 % 89.3 %
U6-2 953 % 97.2% 953 % 95.4 % 96.3 %
U6-3 94.4 % 98.1 % 98.1 % 96.3 % 97.2%
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Drosophita
71
zebrafish
uU6-2
39
Xenopus
73
| zebrafish
70 . U63
mouse!

ﬂTIN‘ﬁ 4.2 UWHUNN phylogenetic tree & $191ae3B neighbor-joining (Saito and Nei,
1987) msasuwunwlddoyad1duiuausim coding region Y99 U6
snRNA 114 3 ¥fIA (U6-1, U6-2, U6-3) nazdoyad MUY coding
region UDJ U6 snRNA ﬂl@ﬁﬁﬁgﬂfﬁﬂgu g ﬂ1ﬂ%'aya1u GenBank @A
Mlg‘hlg (X07425) ‘I/i“Ll'dl (X06980) ﬁHZ(MlO329) Xenopus (M31687) Drosophila
(AH004871)
Wnema Ausn coding region MAVIUTUDI U6-4 N1 U6-3 ATINU

100 %
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HRINMMTEI phylogenetic tree Tag 1y coding sequences UYp9BU U6 snRNA Uod1lan

9 v Jd a Ay Y 9 o A £ < P
1918 UASAINTAIVUAAN ‘1/]1@11?115518\11‘1!113 LHAIAINTINN 4.2 “]5\1“’1]8!1’7‘1!1@]7]1 U6-1 193

9 = v o Jya o [ e’dy 9 1
Uadnaevziinanudunus 1nd¥any U6 snRNA VIFAAUAYIGNAIYUNNINNIT U6 snRNA

v o A d'A ~ =\ @ Y- Ja o = 1
YNTAIFUADU Tuvazi U6-2 Ianudunus 1nd¥any U6 snRNA vouaarnininnd Us

o & a A v o I a o

snRNA Ue4daIsiiandu 9 uag U6-3 9¢linudusius Ind%¥any U6 snRNA ¥94AY Xenopus

11NN

s ls luaes

4 na/l a A o w d' 1 [ ] d'
115 Tmo5U99 U6 snRNA 14 3 ¥i1a Uduiuanuana1anued 1 aun (i 4.1) Tu
=< 09.1’ dy ya o 9 i S A o 4 o w
MIANIATIN 1a1AT1eH InseainvesadiuveeTls Tumes e wunosnlsenouvesdiay
Ao w 1 = a J < Y o
WaNdIAYAoNIUAAI0DNUBIU U6 snRNA Tuusnaved s Tuwes 3 eeallsznoudionu
Y 1
Taun
- Distal sequence element (DSE)
- proximal sequence element (PSE)
- TATA box
s o w { ° 1Y ' ' A
Tagosnlsznovuvosdrnuai Idgndwumiudiuves DSE vznuogluusnmlis
4 4 o 1 % [ o w H
T3 U9 U6 snRNA N K510l -250 94 -240 Faaziiaivlszneuvossiduuani
UNUINABNITITINTUAAIDDNVDITU (Wingender, 1993; Das et al., 1988) A5V U6 snRNA
9 A A o o oA 1 1 0911
ludardnare wunnusna 1s Tuwmesvos U6 snRNA Tuduruanainiiuiingwy DSE 1y
UM uLaUed “CCAAT” Tagluue-1 921l CCAAT NAWMUG -244 D9 -240 1Az WU CCAAT
4 d' o 1 = d‘
boxes 11115 Tumo5v09 U6-2 11ag U6-3 AR -249 D4 -245 (NN 4.1)
J o @ 1 o ] 1
pensznovvosdiauaniinnudnyaensudateonuesdu lungu U6 snRNA Ao
= Yy =~ 13 1 Aa o 1 a A o w
PSE ¥4 lanumsdnyndludiunianud uiuaensniuansy Ue snRNA (1099108 1auie
1 [ A AdAa A Aa o o = Y o ] 1
v94 PSE dzuanaanu ludalidianaayiany lunmssuun PSE daladniiaszezringnn
) 1T Aa ~ S A 9 A Yy =) o ¢ a A A
Muruatiing 1o Inasudy 1 lamsseau gy Us snRNA Tudadwiady o fAetlszanm -
= A A 7 ° s o W A '
79 D4 -48 11103 To InailunssuneaflsenouveId g uaUDd PSE (AN 4.1) WU
a A 1 3 a ~ 9 g a Aaa = 4
UINUNMANIuUSU PSE ¥038U U6 snRNA w931a1iatena 3 wiia 1iiaaa 1o lnd
1 1] 1 < Y] o w a [ A
uANAN 9 f 013 lsnaunuanuasnuvesddualuusa PSE 042 U5MAD ACCAC
a =S a =S
(V51U -65 D9 -61) LAy AACAT (UIFNID -52 014 -48)
a a = PRI ~ u’j a A a
V3N 1o Indndailu TATA box ¥848U U6 snRNA 114 3 ¥ila 9z0gNUT1I0

A o A Ao ' = £ a A ax . asy A
AYINUAD NALYIUN -31 D9 -24 G]N!ﬂu‘]Jil,’Jm‘i/liJmﬁ'lmJﬂu (thymldlne; T) Llazazﬂiufﬁm
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]
= (%

o a A 1 v =Y A
(adenosine; A) 110 TuvmzNdr1Auiiang o IndNogsz1319 TATA box fuiiing To Indisudu

Y
V04 U6 snRNA 114 3 ¥ila Tulianuadiendanu

&1 U6 snRNA Tudlunvesanshane
TumsdAnpid ety U6 snRNA Tud Tunvesdadhare §33e 1alddoyaves
o W A v . . =2 . . S .
Mauandsznounig PSE, coding region 93U termination sequence 1u input Tums
a 4 9 9 = 9 . .
R34 Blastn Taglrg1uvayaved lunilaiiate (http:www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genome) Wa
= 1A =~ ~ o = 9 = =~ ~ % :'
MIANHINDI BU U6-1 IM3Fe9a7 10 Tunvost/anaronndd 555 ya Taglimsizeeadd
AULUUHIRONIN Tudurien1ee vealas T Tsuaie 9 s1eazwoaudad lua13199 4.3
Tuvmzitu U6-2 naz U6-3 wuniiod 1 galud Tuwvelarhaie
dy Aa ' 9y Y ) 9/ =
UBNIINHNINHANIAATIZN Blastn Tagl5g1udeyavedd lunilaials wusu Ue
a A =2yve A v & 2 Yo ¥ o w =
snRNA 90 1 il 39 laasvoiilu Ue-4 aniudeIdihdeyadduiwavessu us-4 mnlu
Y Y = 09;’ dy 1A Ao w A . . v o .
gueyamn 15 umsANEIATIH WU U U6-4 Narmuian coding region ASINUAY coding
. os/' dy a 4 Ao w A
region Y04 U6-3 anua wonvnnt luusnalys lumesves Ue-4 aziisauiuaintlyv
4 'o [ { 1 1
penszneundinalumsuaasesnvesdui ldananniudrdredu 1dun DSE, PSE tay
. A [ 3 = 3 dyd dy Y I v 9 a
TATA-rich boxes (MW 4.1) A4 UNAMIANEIATIHVIF JAIRUINU01218381 U6 snRNA
¢ 4 wilalua Tuy
Y Y Y dy Y I ' 9 A 1 A A 1 o 1o [
nndoyadnadudliiuinlahaneliou Us siRNA o 4 siiaiuanaiany uade
Y1 A a = a 9 A 12 = ugj dy
gnsansv landusialalinmsuanseen wazytialathen lhilimsuaaseon msAnpiaseil
= Ya .. = saq Yt o ' a
931975 reverse transcription PCR Tagfimseenuuy Inswesnldianusumnzaeusnm
. . ~ A J [ a = :/l dy 9Jq Y o ll [ 1
coding region 848U U6 snRNA NUana1eny 3 ¥Ha msanyiaseil 1aledieg1eeterzas o
9/ Y A % 1 [ ] [ ~ 9
voadahanelaun aues a1 1ien AU sTUVERERINNT T4l uay Samz anh 4.3 uaaali
< = =1 o 1 ~ Y o = =1
MUI0U U6-1 1ag U6-2 snRNA iimsuaadesnlueieizais q 1 laimsdne uag 8y Ue-

3 1Az/MIe Ue-4 imsuaasesnlunneiorzihimsny,
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MI19N 4.3 WU IUIUYD9 U6 snRNA 113 Tunwestlarihaie

U6 Number of
Chromosome  Number of loci strand
Locus copies
ue6-1 1 1 2 Minus
3 2 56 Plus
4 2 121 Plus and
5 2 60 Minus
12 1 6 Plus and
14 11 260 Minus
18 1 3 Minus
20 1 1 Plus and
23 1 15 Minus
Not placed 3 31 Plus and
Minus
Plus
Plus
Plus and
Minus
U6-2 21 1 1 Minus
U6-3 11 1 1 Plus
U6-4 9 1 1 Minus

4
Y% % Y

WO 1UIUFANTUIITUINOU U6 snRNA NTa Y098 19 uiuaued PSE aud

{ Jd 1 aazl
termination sequences Na13 11171
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N 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

106 bp u6-3

MW 4.3 Wa RT-PCR U99M31aa300nv038H U6-1, U6-2 t1az U6-3 Y830 382z614
cDNAs afia91n03e1za19 9 Jaud 61 (1), 5914 (2), a1 (3), awe (@),
A a o A . Y
MIBA(5), TTUUNIUAUBINT (6) 1AL 8N (7) N A9 negative control 1%

Y v
WINAULUNY cDNA

, .
msiszendlililslumesvesiiyu U snRNA 1iemsiaadoan short hairpin RNA (ShRNA)
o S R Ao w = 3 dy A A ) 4 9
JagUszaaaninidAgvesnsAnyInial Aomenisite1 115 Tuwesvesianiaie

d Yaov K

{ L ) o a < o [V 1 4
en 18 luszgnd lddmSumaiindutionan §idede laviimsdaaedulls Tumesuos Us
A A P s A Ve 2 ad A
snRNA wilafiuen1d Ao TUsTumesves Ue-1, U6-2 oy U6-3 1FouasnuFua LA ueny
a g ! lo 1 o 1 4 I
naattu shRNA 7 4.4 naaslnssaswvesduidanedinaruie 1t usudununlums
a 4 a 9 <3 4 A o Y 9
WATIZHNINTIUAATUYDI shRNA A2e10U |3] RNA polymerase I1I fiana laaintariane
a a 4 a
1085 in vitro transcription LA UATIEHHNANAR transcription Tae 14 northern blot analysis W@l
= ~ ' o = o A 9
msAnywaaslun g 4.5 wud 15 Tuwes91nou Us snRNA 14 3 vHavestlainaie
a Y < FI a .. 4 = 4
AMNT0HAA shRNA 18 tazeziviu 1811 wawda transcription ¥oann 115 Tumes vz iinouers
a3 Y o Y < 1 a Aa o dy 9y . A
Owe 2 uou Tnanu uaasIimiun nandans a3 UFUNLs2NoUAY terminal sequences N1
a 4 a 4
thynidine 4 11278 10 1nq 1150 5 Hndlo Ina
c!y A, 4 ~
wennnilommanageumsuaatoonveodlis luwesvesou Us-1, U6-2 tag U6-3
o a A v 3 o {
Aumsuanasesnludawiaou q Tasmsldesanaoulel RNA polymerase 11T 71 lda1ndm
a 1 4
qn Ya1lu waglariia wunldsTumesvesdu Us-1, Ue-2 naz Us-3 vesdadhateansa
o 4 v 4 { a { J ]
Mo ldensanadued RNA plymerase I 71 ldandariia (awh 4.5) ua ldaunse
y v o H f
ueraseon laie Idasanawulal RNA polymerase 11T 1 lan1ntaign wazalarlu (li'ld
155 (aNAIs))

= o Ao 7q ¢ A
MafnyIATIldwnesveUe lumanageumsdsegna les s Tumosvedau U6

us.:l a [ oy a A 1 v g 4
snRNA 4 3 vilavesadhaeludanivasugnoon wu msldarsanaduss RNA
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Y o Y L= a v aa A d' 9 4
polymerase IT1 9104NA1A1 ttazAav1d wundmsnamaasusululgansenlslls Tuaes

' < a o A
U6-1 tlag U6-2 E]EJNlliﬂgnllNﬁﬂTiﬂﬁWUﬁﬂﬁU%utﬂﬂﬁ@ﬂNTﬂ

244 240 30 -25
T TACATZ
79 48
pUG-1shRNA h PSE T
249  -245 31 -
T TATATA
79 48
pUG-2shRNA h PSE T

-249 -245 31 -26
T JATAT.

79 a8
pUG-3shRNA if PSE shRNA | TTTTT

H [y d (Y]
MNA 4.4 uumMnanImsaanaaullslnesved Ue-1, U6-2 uaz U6-3 Aony
shRNA d1auiUavod PSE 187 7 4.1 taz S0 dve shRNA

1/52nBUAY TIUVDIsense shRNA, 9-mer loop, shRNA antisense

Y d o
MNN 4.5 HAVDINSTAATIZHMI in vitro transcription @28 northern blot analysis
Twandhane wazilaiia Ue-1, U6-2 az U6-3 Ao munand1nisy in vitro
transcription 1991nMIAAADEUIAL 1A IATa8319 pU6-1shRNA, pU6-

2shRNA 1ag pU6-3shRNA a8 18y aduaasnunnluning 4.4
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U6-1 U6-2 U63
53nts — . L Litopenaeus vannamai
53nts — Jﬁf Penaeus monodon

RN,

3 d o
MNN 4.6 HAVDINTAATIZHMSII in vitro transcription @28 northern blot analysis
11!5\161113 (Litopenaeus vannamai) uazﬁmms‘h (Penaeus monodon) U6-1,
U6-2 4ag U6-3 Ao NUNaNd MY in vitro transcription 1AAMIAAABEIU

1a1 18 Tagea3na pU6-1shRNA, pU6-2shRNA 11ag pU6-3shRNA g 1ua1a L

AUAAS UAUNIWIUAINN 4 4
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UNN 5

d
J01504Ma !!ﬁ%ﬁj‘ﬂﬂﬁﬂ1§°ﬂﬂa®ﬂ

= E Ao = = 9 P a A
ﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘]&lﬂuﬂix‘m "1mnﬂmwﬂﬂu U6 snRNA mﬂﬂummﬂmmmﬂ% 3 YUAN
1 Y = 1 v Ao w qgj A a 4 a . .
UANANNUY TﬂanmwmmfmNﬂummumﬁmmmnmTﬂﬂmmmazmnm coding region
9):: A 1 (% dy A = 3 ~
Llagqﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬁ’QN AU U6b-1, U6-2 1ag U6-3 11od91N8U U6 snRNA NNFTUUAIIY

[ [

1 Y ] o J o w { o J o w {
UANANAUVDIAA VU DYINUIN msmuumqmmmﬂmuﬁ ﬁgﬂuﬂqmmm@muﬁﬁﬁ

[ 1

ANUFINUADNTUAAIDBNVDIIU U6 snRNA bl,{g])l,!,ﬁ Distal sequence element (DSE), proximal

9

sequenc element (PSE) 1482 TATA-rich boxes laNs1e0uMIAny (Krol et al., 1987; Das et

A

al., 1988; Kunkel and Pederson, 1988) 33 19mssudmmvuanuiing lo Inaisudy

! o w = a

I~/ 1 o w { 1 a
nauaR e DSE Hunquarduanswuegiszananinm 258 3210 1nale
g a = s A o { g =\
InaneudetingTe'lndisudy (Wingender, 1993) ity enhancer w3olunumlums
v Y Y
IMUTZAUMTUAAIDONVDIBU U6 snRNA (Das et al., 1988) lumsfnmiasainungudduie
CCAAT NUTNUA NS -249 D19 240 1109910 1ATis1e0umsfne1IInguiud CCAAT box
0 { 4 . .
MnTNElY enhancer lugudY ] (Ach and Weiner, 1991; Park and Levine, 2000; Boularand et
A
al., 1995; Eklund and Skalnik, 1995) A9tiunmz@39699a31/91 CCAAT nngdivumlumsii
Y ! 9/ = o d" 1 = =
%1111 DSE J18u U6 snRNA v891/a1i1a1e wamsany1nsaiianae1nnsany1vessu
1 v A 9 1 [ A o 9 A =~
U6 snRNA Tuau vy 1n nagi 11dseanunnquuaiimeiilu DSE Tudu U6 snRNA vz
o @ I [ A
Ideuwaili ATTTGCAT 150158071 octamer motif (Krol et al., 1987; Das et al., 1988;
Kunkel and Pederson, 1988; Kudo and Sutou, 2005; Lambeth et al., 2005) Tuvaenluau ve
snRNA ¥03aIn) linunguine octamer motif wag 1 1dlisieaumsswuninguualam
Y A g = A
y1 )1 DSE 1181 U6 snRNA v89i1a3n) (Das et al., 1987)
4 o ! o 13 . .
ilosnndnuai Idimsswunduiu PSE Tu au (Domitrovich and Kunkel, 2003), #y
(Oshima et al., 1981), 33 (Lambeth et al., 2005), Xenopus (Krol et al., 1987), Lag LAIKA (Das
= [ Y ~ = uszl dyd o 1 ~ o Y A
et al., 1987) 9zUANNATINUTDY (M WH 5.1) TumsAnyIATIN WS wunnguupUaNiImIIN
[ 9y ~ o ] v A Z AN Ya = Y
1114 PSE Taelemsiisudumiiaved PSE U U6 snRNA naviatei laumsanyuel’ o
< Y ~ v Jd a A 1] ~ Y ) ]
%11 18731 PSE 1181 U6 snRNA Tudadsiameinuazinnuasanuue auaueadumie (nm
~ =l @ o’dy 9 =\ 9 2K o v 4'
#15.1) ag PSE 90398 U6 snRNA Tudadiasagnaiguuiiniunaienaaniganitge

= ~ Y v I [ [ qu’ ° ~
wJeuneuny PSE VDIANINNTEANTUNAITUAT (NINN 5.1)



Vertebrate consensus!

gT%ACCGT(%g‘:T (GT) RARR (o3 TG

Human? U6-1 —-bb CTTACCGTAACTTGAAAGTA -47
U6-2 —-bb GTTATCCTAACCAAAAGAGT -47
U6-7 —-bb GTTACCGTAAGGAAAACAAATG —45
U6-8 -68 GTCACCGTAAGTAGAATAGGTG -—-45
U6-9 —-bb GTCGGCCTATGTGTACAGAC -47
Mouse? U6 -72 AGGAAACTCACCCTAACTGTAAGT -49
Bovine! U6 —-67 GTCACCATAACTGTTAAAGAGATG—44
Xenopus® U6 -72 CTGTCACTCTCCTTAAGTTACAGG -49
Zebrafish U6-1 —-79 GCTQYCCAGGTCCCEY.\e2-\e -48
U6-2 —79 TGGTYTAGTCACTCLYASNeFiCCCLAA -48
—-79 AGGYTATCCACTTELY:\e-{eA

MNN 5.1 M3SsuNgUANNATINUVBINALIVTIRIIZAIUYDI PSE

37

o w v Jd a Y @ o w o 1
MAVIUaU09 PSE Tudaisiafeinuilasanuye s 1aiuau19a 1He PSE

[ c’dy 9 =~ Y =R o v A = = [
Gluﬁﬂ’llﬂENQﬂ@'JfJunaJﬂ'JWiJﬂanJﬂﬁQﬂuqqﬂ'J’lLiJfJHJT(’JUW]EJ‘UﬂU PSE Y93

o o [ :/' o
ﬁ@nﬁﬂﬁgﬂﬂﬁu NAITUA

HUYLHH 1Dahlberg and Lund (1988)

’Domitrovich and Kunkel (2003)

*Ohshima et al. (1981)
“Lambethet al. (2005)
*Krol et al. (1987)
*Das et al. (1987)

v A [

fauandn

&£ A = ) o w Y ax
Won uniannulugu U snRNA ﬂ’f)ﬂijllﬂl’f)ﬂﬁTﬂ“]Jmﬁ‘ﬂul‘ﬁiJﬂu

A0z A TUFUIN 1509158071 TATA box 95WU TATA box 118U U6 snRNA Nnwiiavodilal

a8 LAz NUUTNUR NG (-30 DI -24) FIA MUV TATA box 12 A0AAADINUAHU
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U949 TATA box Y8981 U6 snRNA N9 1uaY (Domitrovich and Kunkel, 2003), #1} (Oshima et
al., 1981), 3 (Lambeth et al., 2005), 1n (Kudo and Sutou, 2005), Xenopus (Krol et al., 1987),

Y A

= 1a = s l ' v A = s A
1Ay UNaIN1 (Das et al., 1987) meﬂaiallmmgizmw TATA box f1703 18 Indisudui

1 Y 3 Y1 a = d a ' @ a = dsa 9
ANUHANA NN UGN i]gﬁ’i‘Ll]lﬂ”ﬂuﬁ]ﬂﬁi'ﬂllﬂﬂ‘]_lﬁﬂmizﬁfﬂﬂ TATA box N1 ‘L!"Jﬂﬂjﬁlll‘ﬂﬂlill@]u

1 [ o [ 4
YOI U6 snRNA 9z0ANuLana 19iugaly U6 snRNA 191911 13011 U6 snRNA 104607
1 A o Y 1 o o A = J a dy (=) o @ 1o ] A
angianu taasliarunswuiing Te lna luusnuil ludiaudwy uadumimse
] a 1 o a s A o w 1
52OYMINUDIVITNIUTEHIN TATA box 11U 11203 1o Indisuduiinnuddyaemsuansenn
S o o o § g 7o o
V890U U6 snRNA Fariluilse Tomilumsii 115 ums TnawieduTds Tumes dmsy
A o w a 1 v A = A Y I
shRNA 1z ansaasudduiuausnsseiing TATA box nuiana lo Inasudwily
o w < do o Ay A LY 1A 2
Seuwaveudu lsidasumzidesmaiiomsdanetula
a d o 1 = = 9/ =2 o 9 =
NMIAATIEHA WM UIVDIBU U6 snRNA 11 Tunvestlaninaie demlvinueu Ue
= a &£ = 3 A 0 oog L Ao o 1 . . [
snRNA DNTHANHI WA INTU U6-4 Fala1auua luaIuuo coding region AU 100 %
o 1 o @ { a 1 Y] 1
A1l coding region Y948U U6-3 uatidwuwanusnm s lwaesanu 3eagllainladae
A A 1 @ a A o a 7o 1 ~ 1
18U U6 snRNA Nana19nu 4 wila taziloiimsaasizvaimusvesoululas Tulsuaig 9
113 Tunvestladhatenyan 8u Us-1 iimsiGesdannia 555 galud Tunvesdanhate deae
1 1 = v A Y 1 <) a . .
a8 1As Ty T 9 39a1130998U U6-1 Triad 1uguyiia multigene family Tu318911
4 . . . : { & d
M3ANIDY ) (Hayashi, 1981; Domitrovich and Kunkel, 2003) A&3%840 1 U6 snRNA N3ing
1A < . . = ~ o ' 1 v o
WUIBY U6 snRNA 1] multigene family 1tazlin13389a79¢ 11 Ins Ty Taua1a q daiuma

= 031’ dyd Y 9 = 1 Y] a = 1 a dla/
msanpnseideaglldinahengdu Us saRNA uanaeniu 4 wiia uaziiog 1 stiaiiaog
[ a I~/ { [
Tungquues multigene family 8n 3 sHailuBuNnvogiiowgafed 1ud Tuuveostardhare
A 1 9 A A 1 1 [ A K A 1A
NMsInUIN)anaelisn U snRNA uanaanued 4 ytia sadluniiaulaieu
3 a A A v =\ v 9 = 3 dyﬂ yJas
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GTGCTCGCTTCGGCAGCACATATACTARAATTGGAACGATACAGAGAAGAT TAGCATGGC
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CCCTGCGCAAGGATGACACGCARAT TCGTGAAGCGT TCCATATTTTT 107
CCCTGCGCAAGGATGACACGCAAAT TCGTGAAGCGT TCCATATTTT 106
CCC'EGCGCBAGGBTGMGCABB}TCGIGBEGCGTECBTAWT 107
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ABSTRACT

We have characterized three U6 snRNA genes in zebrafish and randomly
designated them as U6-1, U6-2, and U6-3. The U6-1 gene is closely related to the
mammal U6 snRNA genes and that the U6-2 and U6-3 genes are more closely related
to the Drosophila and Xenopus U6 snRNA genes. The upstream regulatory sequences
were located based on their conserved position relative to the transcription start site.
Furthermore, we speculate that the “CCAAT box” functions as the distal sequence
element in the zebrafish U6 snRNA genes. Genomic BLASTn analysis revealed that
at least 555 copies of the U6-1 gene are dispersed throughout the zebrafish genome,
whereas the U6-2 and U6-3 genes are each present as a single copy. Three U6 snRNA
genes are functionally expressed in various tissues. All three putative promoters were
able to transcribe short hairpin RNA (shRNA) in zebrafish cell extracts. Our findings
demonstrate that these putative promoters have the potential to be used for vector-
based RNA interference (RNAI) in zebrafish. The zebrafish U6 promoter efficiently
promoted shRNA in vitro expression in cell extracts isolated from Nile tilapia but not
from catfish or common carp, suggesting that the zebrafish U6 promoters promoted
variable transcription efficiency across species. Another U6 snRNA was found from
the genomic BLASTn search and designated as U6-4, demonstrating that there are four

different types of zebrafish U6 snRNA genes.
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INTRODUCTION

Recently, the zebrafish (Danio rerio) has become the most popular vertebrate
used as a genetic model for developmental biology studies, models of human disorders,
and drug discovery research (Hertog, 2005; Bryson-Richardson et al., 2007; Kari et al.,
2007). The short life cycle provides a number of embryological and experimental
advantages. Moreover, zebrafish are easy to maintain and breed. The zebrafish is
expected to have roughly the same number of genes in its genome as the human
(Postlethwait et al., 2000). It was found that the zebrafish genome contains about as
many transcripts including expressed sequence tags (EST) and microarrays as the
human genome assembly (Dahm and Geisler, 2006). In addition, the zebrafish
genome is fully sequenced and mapped, and this information is available to the
scientific community at (http://zfin.org). As a result, there has recently been more
scientific focus on developing various genetic tools and methods that can rapidly
elucidate gene function. Gene knockdown (GKD) technologies using antisense
morpholino oligonucleotide (MO) and small interfering RNA (siRNA) have been
widely used for gene function analysis in zebrafish (Nasevicius and Ekker, 2000;
Dodd et al., 2004). However, these techniques lead to transient loss-of-function
phenotypes, which are only applicable for investigating gene function during
embryogenesis. Additionally, the loss-of-function phenotype is not transmitted to
subsequent generations. Thus, vector-based expression of short hairpin RNA
(shRNA) that can provide constitutive, sustained GKD effects in zebrafish is needed to
expand the knowledge of genes with redundant functions.

In order to mediate long-term gene silencing effects in zebrafish, a DNA-based
construct that stably synthesizes shRNA from either the RNA polymerase II or III

promoters is required. RNA polymerase III (Pol III) systems naturally promote



