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Abstract

Project Code : MRG4980162
Project Title : The transformations of Bangkok’s indigenous landscapes: The
impacts from the constructions of the Outer Ring Road System

on the West of Bangkok

Investigator : Dr. Cuttaleeya Jiraporasertkun
E-mail Address : archcyn@ku.ac.th
Project Period : June 2006 — October 2010

Over the past 40 years, the scenes of concrete buildings and urban life have
invaded the typical scenes of ‘ban suan rim khlong' (house along waterway in orchards)
and life along water. Such evidences indicated that Bangkok might possibly turning to
be ‘a city of nowhere.

Nakhon Inn Road, a 60-metre wide highway completed in 2003, was chosen as
a case study representing impacts from the development in Bangkok’s urban fringe.
This paper focuses on the transformations of areas alongside this road which have
been massively changed over seven years (from 2002 to 2009).

The research comprises two scales, consisting of the macro scale of settlements
alongside Nakhon Inn Road and the micro scale of settlements in Bangraonok village,
Nonthaburi. Various methods and techniques have been used such as observation, in-
depth interview, mapping analysis and content analysis of people’s accounts.

In comparison to the study 7 years ago, it is found that the road construction
has highly impacts to the rapid and dramatic physical changes, consequent to changes
in ecological, economics and social systems. Similar to the previous study in other parts
of Bangkok, it is found that the study has changed towards diversification, fragmentation
while people are becoming highly individualistic.

Besides, the three notions of Thai space and place have also been discussed.
The research indicated that khlong is becoming less significant to local people whereas
the quality of unboundedness has been somewhat survived in terms of physical, social
behavior and human perception. Lastly for the re-formation of community, it is found
that local people still maintain strong relationships in contrast to residences in housing
estates that live separately. This research has discovered that the real identity of Ban

Bangraonok today is no longer portrayed via the physical environment of ban suan rim



khlong. Instead, it is subsisted in the social intimacy among close relatives and strong
relationships within the community that have still been survived among these dramatic
changes.

Finally, the method of reading changes through time is a useful tool for
designers and community planners. It is with hope that the outcome from this research

could provide grounds for the process of understanding place authentically.

Keywords: Ban suan rim khlong, Nakhon Inn Road, Ban Bangraonok,

Local community, Transformation



unil 1
11
12
13
14

unn 2

22
23
24
25

unn 3

3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5

unn 4

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

unn 5
51

5.2
53

CRE ]!

UNI
o °' dl d' ) a e
anudmayLasNuastymNinnnise
3 6
TanuUszaady a9lavany
Uszlominenainezlesy

Iﬂix‘]ﬁ%ﬁx‘ﬁlﬂdd’]%ﬁ%ﬁl

nsINNaEIBAIALNI MBI (lai) S8
LUININTRAIWID 9538
i'muﬁﬁwgmuﬁ'ummﬂ"aﬁulué'aﬂwvlﬂal
ﬂgdmweaﬁ'umsﬁwmazhd(vl,s\i)ﬂ"dﬁu
ﬂﬁngmizﬁmsmﬁUuLLﬂaaQﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁmaoﬂgomwumum

MINLNIBNITABULAZ LU AAINRUIL DR INng

N150ANLULIIWIVY

ﬂaqwﬂumﬁé’fﬂ

A A=

NIWNAN
YAUAUDINTILURLI DAL AUANTIAL
3%'mnﬁmm:mmawﬁa§a
qﬂaﬁﬂLLaziaéwﬁﬂluﬂwsﬁﬂm

o a a o ¢
wsummma:n'mﬂazlw,l,ﬂmgu‘nﬁ%

‘;‘y ci d a a 6

YDINWN 2 HISNANWWBATIUNS

v ~ A A
NAWINTU RO ULURINIINIEATNVBIN YN
MU IIT I UIZ LU NN RILIAR DY
MU RUULYAIFIUITULLATHIN LA NI Y

MU RSB RIA T WIZVUFIA VLRI WD TTN

uw%quﬁqmﬁnﬂmzﬁLﬁﬂwaaﬁ'i'muaz
24 4
Aunags nauwanauilsilfen
ANNEIATIVDIAND

qmé’numm A9NNT IS TIVB LLUALAZ NI T ILEN

A3 a‘jﬁaaiﬁa"gmu

1-2
1-3
1-3
1-4

2-1
2-2
2-3

2-9

4-10
4-15
4-18

5-1

5-12



a [y
UNn 6 Uﬂa‘gﬂuawamumms

6.1 wam:‘n‘umaomiﬁmuuumawﬂ%

6.2 m‘sLLﬂiLﬂJﬁwi’wuqummm:é’mé’ﬂmﬁmaaﬁuﬁ

v

6.3 vae

Uiim’]‘%ﬂi&l
NMANKIN

MMANKIN N
MMANKIN U

ANANWIN A

ALALLAZT DLW

Output nlATINIITLNLGTUNUIN ana. uaz ann.

LUUFUAEDL
ﬂizmaLmuﬁmwmzwmmmﬂmaa%yj’ﬂmmaﬁmn

AILGTIW.@1.2495 D9TIW.¢1.2544

6-1
6-2
6-3

n-1
-1

f-1



CRES T T

WA 2-1 WNBAIWENUIARINLEAIIAIInANEEIM B UB MaIANNTaLSs  2-2

= = A& Az % . = A& A .
AINN 3-1 LLN%‘YILLEI@G“IIQ‘LILm@W%WﬂﬂHﬁiuﬂ’]Wﬂﬁ’N (RIUN 1) WRSWUNLANIE (RIU 2)

3-2
MAA 41 awdreafiey IRS-1C-1D o 3ufl 18 Wwnaw Tw.a. 2543 4-4
MAA 42 aawdrea oy IRS-1C-1D o 3wl 2 NUMWUT Tw.e1. 2544 4-4
MR 4-3 nndeaifion IRS-1C-1D o 3ufl 18 unsaw Jw.a. 2545 4-4
MR 4-4 nndeafion IRS-1C-1D o 3t 13 wsnew Tw.a. 2546 4-5
MNf 4-5 mwdneafion IRS-1C-1D o Fufi 1 qanax Tw.a. 2547 4-5

MR 4-6 AMWENEaNLTien SPOT5 K/J 262/322 s Y3t 13 winau Tw.a. 2548 4-5
WA 4-7 AWEnea Lo IKONOS-2 ok Sl 26 unTaw Tw.¢. 2549 4-6
AR 4-8 MwangaLfisy SPOTS KIJ 262/322 a4 Jufl 3 numwus Tw.e. 2550 4-6

MWN 4-9 nWanaaLAaw Point of Asia 1win W Y%A 26 Auiau Tw.a. 2550

(USudsadayailn.a.2548) 4-6
MW 4-10 Lmuﬁmemi@iﬁﬁugmmaammma:moé’zyaﬂuﬂw.ﬂ. 2545 4-7
MW 4-11 LLNuﬁILLﬁ@Nﬂ’]iéj{iﬁluﬁs’mmadEl’]ﬂ’]iLLﬂ::VINE%'Q.IUQﬂuﬂW.ﬂ. 2550 4-7
M 412 wnniiugasauufiaalnalugnoiing. 2545 AsTiw.a. 2550 4-8
M 413 wrniingasenensnainslnadlusaedin.e. 2545 foilw.a. 2550 4-8
M 414 wrniiugasnslfuselominausuouunasduns Tullw.q. 2550 4-9
PN 415 UNBALRAIS I UTHYBIINANTINABIATAIUNS Ludln.a. 2550 4-9
M 4-16 ‘ﬁuﬁmwmmmﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁaLLaziamﬂ%muuumSuﬂ% 4-10
Mwi 417 mwmﬁ@muﬁvlﬁ%'umsguaamoﬁlu‘ﬂw.ﬂ.%% Cal), 4-11

MU 4-18 AYTUIARITIFIIAMUNIGITUARBILIRAEY (T18) UAZARBILIITIINN

@) 4-12
PN 4-19 LHUTLEAITELLAREIRNTY OUWNNIRRIT LA OUWIn N 4-13
MNA 4-20 urTManadimyiuneTIRNIINaBRRATEUNS (18) 4-14
MR 421 fusautazsasin ($e) wazminafiawiasiioie @) 4-14
M 422 pivimiresitaneanuuasunindalssihelasanswaelng  4-15
Mf 4-23 ussgmamonanuazmeluasanszam 5 4-16
MNA 4-24 mmaﬁaatﬁnﬁé’u%@m@ga4%”'uﬁﬁ’1LLwa§a?Jmﬁauﬁ®%@ 4-17
MNA 4-25 mimmﬂmuwamﬁuﬁi’m‘[wﬁau (8 qa1AY 2549) 4-20
Mwi 4-26 m‘smmﬂé'ulﬁmJmwnamyiﬁm%’msﬂuﬁuﬁﬁﬂm 4-21
MNA 4-27 Lmuﬁ?‘iLLammﬂ%ﬂszIMﬁﬁauuazmmwawgﬁ’mmﬁnuﬂ 4-22

-10 -



NN 4-28 unuiuaaslassinamidyatlungiiuuemaun 4-22

MW 4-29 LmuﬁLLammjaJmmﬂum&'ﬂmmosnuﬂ 4-23
MW 4-30 LmuﬁLLa@m@hLLmLo%”"ﬂu%iﬁmmasnuﬂ 4-23
Mwi 4-31 Lquﬁ?iLLamﬂs:mmaammﬂum&'ﬁmmﬁnuﬂ 4-24
WA 4-32 LquﬁLLa@oéwuau%umaammﬂ.umﬁﬁmmﬁnuﬂ 4-24
MW 4-33 LmuﬁLLam@hLmu',waaﬁml,‘*ﬁﬂ,wy;ﬁmmaﬁmﬂ 4-25

MWA 5-1 usTEnmazadtenneuenudluln.g. 2545 (Fraun NA1LB) Lazi3avad

v a o a a % A v A
%ﬂ?ﬂﬁuﬂuﬁﬂﬁqmﬂa@ﬂguluﬂw.ﬂ.2549 ("U'J'T]Ju) ﬂ‘]JUiiﬂ']ﬂ']ﬂﬂﬂaum']\‘]LﬂUUL%G"I&LT«L

ARBILITIIRNIUTIN.@.2552 (819) 5-3
MNN 5-2 LLNuﬁLLa@d@hme%'ﬂw%iﬁmm\ﬁnuﬂ 5-7

MWA 5-3 DUWWNAIDBANTINLS 6 LUAT LAATIIIAINNGLHAIUAIFIBULAZAREY  5-8

NN 5-4 %’:1LLquﬂiwaagﬂ%mummaaoﬁaﬁﬂmj (1) uazPnuuiuasgndaan

aglndl () 5-8

MnN 5-5 VmLﬁwimamwgﬁm&@mmﬁ Elegance Liaz Noble Geo 5-9
{ v { o IQ/ Qg [ Qs o =Y o

MNN 5-6 mamuﬁmmymﬁa@Iwmammzmﬂnumﬂamimaam 5-13

MNN A-1 Lquﬁmwmswmmmﬁmamgﬁmmﬁnuﬂ Tw.¢1.2495 D91IW.7.2544 @-2
MNN Q-2 LquﬁLLam@‘hLmu',waaﬁmﬁﬁwmsé’ummﬂw%iﬁ'mmasnuﬂ 1w.@1.2552

f-2

-11 -



TBNWILRTY N&JHEDI Iﬂix‘iﬂ’]i M3l U%LLﬂad{]ﬁﬁﬂﬁmaﬁ;ﬂ“ﬁ%ﬁﬂda%luﬂ?d INWURIRATLREUTUHNG:
Naﬂi$ﬂﬂﬂ’mﬂ’ﬁ§l’ﬂiﬂﬁ‘ﬂ’]ﬂﬂuu’ldLL“’J%SE}U%E}HEJGGIKS‘%GIH‘UQOHEG LNWNRIUAT

UNN 1

VN

1.1 anadraguaznaizasidyniniinisivgy

ﬂ?x‘iL‘Y]W“'J“?iﬂ%%ﬁdLﬂUQﬂﬁU’]&llﬁLﬂu “LInFAI%aAN Lﬂul,ﬁaam{ﬂﬁq@muyitﬁ
TueaRswssmsIng LLazﬁaﬁ'ﬂﬁmaoLmﬂ"Lﬁé'm%mmjmé’uﬁuﬁamwﬁﬁmswUVIJJ
P LRIt s ﬂé’ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂLﬂuLﬁﬂoqunwwLm'ammmaéwﬁgﬂﬁuﬁnvl,ﬂumwmw%a
MWENY NMWVBINTINNY Th Suit Vl,eﬁ’gmmuﬁ"@i”ammmsﬂauﬂ%m’%mswa%iaaa"ﬂ"]muu

AN UG 8I0INIBIINLTINUN AT WAL WIAFNAD Uﬂéjuﬂmé’f@aﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁsawau%@

NunuuTasawIouna 1359 a issnanismwanwaivedilaslng (Mega cities) 0

a =) g o d 1 [ a d
Qﬂi::iJULﬂiiﬂ'gﬂ‘ﬂLLUUV]'%%EI&I“ﬁﬂuWﬂ’ﬁW@MWWVLUgﬂ’WSLUuLﬁaGLﬂSEEﬂQQ(ﬁ]ﬁ’Wﬂﬂiiw PIN

D

=

A3ud nwvasnyunwenihiialidezlsanniwdnnans gninaesiieslngén
- ¥
nanouiladlulanlud

6 dl a v 6 1 = d‘lp dl dl a J

ﬂswngmimmmﬂaUmmmgmﬂuamai’amswaowuwaaamﬂnuu TILNOU
MenaIMIfanuusIsiaywadles 1u “Usingnisnidn” (A repeated phenomenon)
~ = o & a 2 & Ao o A o ' A
Awuiulatas o mluﬂgamwedLLazﬂmmmasfmvl,ﬂmwumamaau6] AILTW NTWHNT
ﬂ'aa%’w‘[maﬂhUnuu'smmmauuaﬂmaoﬂgamvwElomi'u@ﬂé‘fiaLﬁdﬁ]:ﬁﬁ”’]al,a%ﬁm’nﬂu

~ = & o ' A a a v & o & ' A o

N 2 Thawmiduaatneniiouidaalwinmlan ﬂﬁngmsmgﬂiwaomswmwm
A wdanawiNatAainly msnuﬂs:ﬂaugiﬁﬁ]ﬂmé]”@mtsu’%wmaaaﬁnnuu LeZNIT

anpndeiuwasauTunaigiunlususfauasduiumenuazdroeanluun &

2
o v Aad

v { { ¢ v a &/ = ¥ { v 1
uwilrtunsilaswldvaaiiasn “d1” nuAdluadads lolaaAaiwnuNwNaaIT19lasItiNe

a & A
ﬂ%uﬂ’]ﬂ%ﬂ’miuaﬂ%a’m NN

nmssnadngmssinmstefenarvaadosluansmend gnuivildiiadiany

771 LL@#T’JLa%ﬁmaaﬂgamwﬂummmaa‘ifmdw 200 1) ﬁmw&iamawgﬂmm:ﬂmﬁamu

A & wa A e oA [ & . & . =

Aatiaanudu “Gui” sullianansalianie (Identity of place) wwa el luu 3
& o A el ., A =2 A o A A

nysnwgaznaneiu Waal50” (A city of nowhere) luﬂq@ DI IRIDHINLINZAARN

A A [l v A A a a €A§’ £
%%Yl’]\ﬁLﬂﬂﬂuLLﬂaGLLﬂzLLﬂul"ll “igadiune Uﬂq@ﬂﬁﬂ“ﬂ’]NﬂW’N“ﬂLﬂ@ﬁ]'}ﬂ’]ﬂQ(ﬂﬂ’]‘im%&L%

lanas.anden Fauszstyna 1-1



swmueﬁmﬁuauyiﬂ Iﬂidﬂ’]i miLﬂ‘é‘UuLLﬂaaqﬁﬁﬁﬁmaoyumuﬁaaﬁu‘[un‘ga INWNRIBATILRUTU N S:

NANTENLINNNNTAALATIN nnumaLl,muiauuanﬁaﬂ:'ﬁ"umnmaan;a FNANUAIUAT

"l@i”mﬂﬁq@ L'iﬂugmz;jaﬁyw (A place maker) LLaz;‘?ﬁmu@mmLﬂuvl,ﬂmaaamwumﬁaw
(An urban and environmental decision maker) "L@TL%Uuiaz"Ls"L@Tﬂww'muwL%smﬁﬁﬁé'al,ﬁ@

Fnnuitladanduninvani

[V 6
1.2 amqﬂszmﬂ'ﬂmfmoms

o

nwidssuilduwnuwidsndeseanningdwuizauliyyienegivy (3e9

A v ¢

K
“ﬂ’]i'rjﬂuLL’ﬂZLLﬂaﬂ’)’]ll‘ﬁll’]ﬂﬂNﬂﬂuﬂlﬂdﬂEdL‘ﬂW&J‘Vl’]uﬂi: nMaddsnudainaunaanas

' [
@ A 9wl

Qmmmm%mwaaﬁuﬁ" 98k o] %’ﬂﬁmmﬁaamiﬁa:ﬁﬂaaﬁmmj 15893 TN18WLAS
a U =1 1 Qs =\
LLﬂJamm‘v\mﬂgmwﬂﬂﬂ;Jmﬂszqﬂ@ﬂ"ﬁﬂumiﬂﬂm (81%) TnInIWawILdada1n
amwumﬁamﬁﬂuﬂ;dqu B AWAILWIN M IRAMAz AW TUTw B D RAT U]
o , oA v o [ ' & A o a X A
mvlﬂgmmmyulﬂﬂmwuﬁwLLa:adﬂu"LmamuﬂugﬂﬁmwmLauawu Taoi

=4 =4 o a%‘
@@ﬁi:aa@ﬂumsﬂﬂmlmwmauamﬂ a9t

1.2.1 L‘ﬁaﬁﬂmNam:ﬂumnmiﬁﬂimwﬁUnuu@iamimﬁﬂmmaagﬁﬁﬁﬁ
°11ad"qw‘*ﬁuiuﬂgamwwmuﬂmazﬂ%wmma naluarwiraingn
RILIATDN AIUFIANURZTANTIIN TINNIAIULATHINILATNIILN B

& A A ° ) & o A A a &
PYDINWN m:mvl,ﬂgmiﬂmmsml,l,uﬂumﬁmgsmuﬂaamwmmu
lueurnavasgusuiidns wis gurudngnegnisldaniunisal

LA EIN

1.2.2 Lﬁ'av‘i'm’nwﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁl,l,ﬂnﬂﬁwmaai’wummqmuﬁﬁNa@iam’m
o A o o & a A =< A A @ o A
1 laSesenanualuesind Tuinaiieiiasnniaisuiasendug
Lﬁaﬁﬂvl,ﬂ;jmnauaLLmLmeomiﬁwmLLa:ﬁmu@ﬁﬂmdmiﬁwm

guruganudIbulusoudm
1.3 dszlaminaininazlasy

1.3.1 lénmufsmaddsuudaimeduiinainofinadey tasusia
FIAULATAUTITN VBN TNUIITIRNI BRI IanuulaIIiny
2eumInsaunendsaziuanluiifde g Fududredisfianisn
LﬁmJLﬁﬂavlﬁﬁ'u%gﬂmﬁaaﬁ'uu‘%nmmwaungoqué"uqﬁgﬂ

NANITSNULTULADINY

1-2 lasas.anaen 33Usna3308
45 q



TBNWILRTY N&JHEDI Iﬂix‘iﬂ’]i M3l U%LLﬂad{]ﬁﬁﬂﬁmaﬂ”};ﬂ’ﬁ%ﬁﬂdﬁ%luﬂ?d INWURIRATLREUTUHNG:
Naﬂiz“{mﬂ’mﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬁ“ﬂ’]ﬂﬂuu’ldLL“’J%SQU%QHEJGGIKS‘%GIH‘UQOHEG LNWNRIUAT

& @ [ A A a &
1.3.2 ET’I&I’liﬂﬂ’](ﬂﬂ’]imuu’ﬂu&lﬂ’li‘W@lJW]‘lla\‘iL&lﬂdﬂ?dL'ﬂW%LLﬂ:Nﬂ“ﬂLﬂ(ﬂ‘l}u
ﬁ]’]ﬂﬂ’]iéfﬂﬂuuﬁiququmuﬁadau Lﬁaﬁ’]vlﬂgjﬂ’]imual,mzLLWJY]’]GW%Y\I“

o ¢ a a o ¢ oA
LLﬂ&ai&iﬂH@N“ﬁuLWﬂﬂ'ﬂNNLaﬂaﬂ‘]ﬂ'mLLﬂZﬂ'ﬂﬂJU\‘] UG ale]

1.3.3 msa’mmuﬂﬁﬂuLLﬂawaaﬂgamww\humrﬁﬁﬂmmﬁa6)1%"1%1\1
szoziaidatita i lunszuInn NN o NUULLAZ NI T TH
avlnudmag uwIdeiaztiaduiuanudingluisesnsfinm
& A . o oA & vV o =
#uflagadnivauduuazdaiitos lavasdanuinldannsdinmaz

Wugupesnnudn lafanunug gatrstasud
1.4 Tassa3192099 %398

NI HUITNAVAIY 6 UN Ni?ﬂﬂzLﬂU@I@ﬂﬁdL‘ﬂﬂ@d%

%

unh 1 (unih) umsinuetagdszaeduesnuidoNazda@nsnansznuan

[ ' dl Aa e 6
msmnuu@]amﬂﬂaUuLLaJQOﬂu

dl > % ' 1 q'/ =) I3 AT =
Unin 2 (ﬂ;dmwumumﬂumiwwmama("lu)slwu) (Hunmsdugrungeiuas

o A,

LWIAA LI TINITLALINUNI TN AW 8 L9881 LLazms@iaUammﬁ%'wao;ﬁwﬂmum

A A Aa v 6
IuLia\‘mWiLﬂﬂ EluLL‘].]adﬁ&lY]ﬂu‘ll adﬂi;d NWURIUAT

a a e Y a a A v @
UNN 3 (NNIBNLUUINUIFY) UsznauagngazidganinyIvaInuNTaanLuL

SRRl u,a:mmoLqumiaanmﬂﬁmwLﬁaLﬁuifagmm:ﬁmﬁ:ﬁwamiﬁﬂm

A a A Aa 6 & A L a a 6
unf 4 (Warwinsuaznisilfsundasndnadsasiiuh 2 deSunuuuasduns)

& o o A Ao ¢ A& A= Y
WunrsmsdiasaWauiniswaznsfsundasniivatsasiundnslu 4 du
U3znaueiy aumann auwilIaINgIFIIAReN MULATHINILATNITAIY LaTAK

FINNLRZIAUTITY

A a & 'Y a A a 4 a
Unn 5 (UYI’JW’mHQmaﬂHmZWLﬂH‘lJa\‘m’J’NLLamuVlaEJ’NVLVlﬂU%ﬂ’J’IsJLL‘th‘IJaEJu)
wn o W vo = P @ & = P o = av A
N?ﬂﬂqﬂquaﬂqiﬂﬂﬂqluuwﬂ 4 PIRILATEHALALLYIVUNOUNUNANITANWIVDIIIWIRLN

]

T lutn.e.2545 lu 3 dsziaunan laun anudAngveInnes quansUuesaIng s

W
TIVOULUALRTANTLUILEN LR msﬁaiwa%ﬁagimu

v A dl v & v a
‘]J‘qu@]‘ﬂ’]ﬂﬂﬂlmﬂ 6 (uwa@ua:mmauauu:) Lﬂ%ﬂ’ﬁﬁ?ﬂLL%’JI%NLLﬂz‘ﬂﬂ‘Yﬂ{‘Iﬂ’ﬁ
L‘].]ﬁH%Ltﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ,ﬂﬁﬁladﬂ‘aﬂﬂw&]ﬂ’]%ﬂi LR DLALO LB ULWIN NN INAWILAZ IR LA

ﬁﬁmamsﬂ'@um"gumugmm 9wl hawIne

lanas.anden Fauszstyna 1-3



TBNWILRTY N&JHEDI Iﬂix‘iﬂ’]i M3l U%LLiJad{]ﬁﬁﬂﬁmaﬂ”};ﬂ‘ﬁ%ﬁﬂdﬁ%luﬂ?d INWURIRATLREUTUHNG:
Naﬂi‘z“{mﬂ’mﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬁ‘ﬂ’]ﬂﬂuu’ldLL“’J%SE}U%E}HEJGGIKS‘%GIH‘UQOHEG LNWNRIUAT

UNN 2

NINNNAIBAINUNIINMWIaL9 (Lal) Dodin

21 UBININMINRIWIBE19898% (A model for sustainable development)

“In short, the planner must reconcile not two, but at least three
conflicting interests: to “grow” the economy, distribute this growth

fairly, and in the process not degrade the ecosystem...”

(Campbell, 1996, p.297)

muﬁ%’mﬁ&jaﬁﬂmLLazﬁumLme\ﬁmiﬁ'@umqmmﬁaa%”’mmwﬁaﬁulﬁﬁULﬁaa
é ) o A d' 1 U dld a a 1 g
ﬂgomwwnammumimasluu,ﬂaaamﬂsmsmuqu‘nwﬂﬁmﬂﬁmwaglumm:u
(Payakwichaen, 1981) WINALNANIDINM TN W NI (Sustainable development) AIndh
Y U a =y & 1 o Q 1 v a {
Taiwunsdr98sfisunafianues Campbell TTs1udAYAan1IENTINIBUWIAAITINT
NILNBLAZNAI WA LTI UULLUDIATIN awlIznaudly 3 1a3anan Laun 138N
AAINeIRNIWLIAReY (Ecological sustainability) L@313N3 (Economic sustainability)
Qs Qs . g &
LRERIANLRZIAWTITY (Cultural sustainability) (Campbell, 1996, p.297) a3 EULLUU
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Planners address three fundamental priorities:

And three resulting conflicts...
Equity, Social
Justice
Property e Development
conflict sustainability conflict

at the center?

Economic —_— Resource Environmental
Development conflict Protection
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22 Jmusssngnzuivaagdnlwdsanlng (Community culture and the

sustainability in Thai society)
“mMifenzanyng ﬁmauayj’ﬁqwu” (Nartsupha, 1991, p.153)
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THE REGENERATION OF BAN SUAN RIM KHLONG:
STEPS TOWARDS SUSTAINABILITY FOR THAI COMMUNITIES

* + *

While the original notion of ‘ban suan rim khlong’ is no longer apt in deseribing modern Bangkok, its shifting ing has
been popularly used by modern housing estates in Bangkok and other parts of Thailand. This paper deals with the problem of
‘anthenticity, the reading and interprotation of ‘ban suan tim khlong® shrough the surviving qualities of Ban Bangraonok in
Nonthaburi, Thailand, in the present-day. Meanings and values attached to this place will be comparatively discussed with those
reproduced in the new howsing estates, provoking a reconsideration of Bangkok's development towards sustainable communities.

INTRODUCTION

The approach to Bangkok is equally novel and beautiful. The Meinam is skirted on the two
sides with forest-trees, many of which are of a green so bright as to defy the powers of art to
copy. Some are hung with magnificent and fragrant flowers; upon others are suspended a
variety of tropical fruits...A few huts of bamboo, with leaved roofs, are seen; and in the
neighboring creeks, the small boats of the inhabitants are moored. Here and there is a
floating house, with Chinese inscriptions on scarlet or other gay-coloured paper,

Sir John Bowring!

The descriptions of a velvet green city, with the curves of the waterways and the sparkles from palace and
countless pagodas, delineate a picture of how Banghkok was seen in the old days (FIG.1).2 Through the
analysis of various kinds of presentations, there were potentally two significant notions, “ban rim &blong’ or
house along the watervay and ‘ban swan’ or house in the orchard that conceptualized the ‘real’ characteristic
and local side of the ‘old’” Bangkok.3 It was common to find these two characteristics (ban rin kblong and ban
snan) combined, as orchards were inescapably associared wirh the irrigation systems. Thus the notion of ‘ban
stan rim khlong (house along khlong in orchard) has been perceived as a traditional characteristic of Bangkok
and this term has achieved very common usage for Thai people. The three key-terms, ban (house), swan
(orchard) and £b/long (waterway), and the intimate relatdonships among them play an important role in
denoting the image of a nostalgia-filled Bangkok.

Such representational image had continued to portray the characteristic of Bangkok until the phenomena of
urban ‘invasion® and modernization most observably began in 1950s. Over the past century and particularly
the last fifty years, Bangkok has indeed been developing towards land-based settlements. Chonnabot
(countryside) has been continually replaced by muang (city), stretching from the inner city to the urban fringe
and reaching to the surrounding provinces.* The urban sprawl of Bangkok has caused modifications of
physical characteristics as well as people’s ways of livings and worldviews. In contrast to fifty years ago when
typical scenes of orchards and settlements along the £hlongs still remained distinctive, the notion of *ban suan

rim khlong is now no longer able to describe the environment of modern Bangkok.> Today, ‘ban rim £blong can
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be seen only on the edge of major £blngr because many inland sub-canals have already been filled and the
remaining ones are only used for drainage while orchards (suan) and rice fields (#a) have been almost entirely
replaced by blocks of buildings and built landscapes (modern suan) ¢ (FIG. 2).

While the original “ban suan rim khiong is becoming more rare in the urban areas of Bangkok, its repeated
scenes and stories, portrayed in various media, have nevertheless conceived the idea of archetypal “Thai space’
in the collective imagination, creating a perception that such traditional qualities have survived and still exist,
at least in people’s minds, in the present day. Accordingly, the integrating concepts of ban, suan, and Keblong
have been fashionably and variously used in the marketing strategies for modern housing estates in Bangkok
and other parts of Thailand.” The evolution to reproduce the concept of “ban suan rim khiong marked an
important step in the Thai architectural development as recognized by the Architectural Siamese Association
(ASA) as ‘best archirecture” awarded in several years. Such phenomena might indicate something akin to
nostalgia for or a reminder of the aquatic and verdant qualities which the modern kbon muang, or city people,
may be searching for or it might also be scen as an advertising gimmick playing on the notions. Attempts to
assimilate baw, suan and kblong together nevertheless provoke the following questions. What are the qualities
subsisted in the original ‘ban suan rim kblong' that portray the ‘real’ identity of Bangkokian space? How has this
new assembling concept shifted from the nostalgically-held notion? Could the reproduction of “ban suan rim
#blong’ be able to encapsulate the original essence of a place? And how does the knowledge gained from this

lesson contribute to a search for sensible ways of reconstructing the ‘real’ identity back into Thai places?

READING PLACE AND ITS DILEMMAS

To perform the task, there is therefore 2 need to deep read the original concept of “ban suan rim khiong's how

has it concer

ingredients (ba, suan and kblong) contribute to the wholeness of place? By dealing with the reading and

d, what are qualities subsisted in this place, and how do the relationships among the key

interpretation of place, the following methodological questions then bring to the fore: how are we to describe
the “authenticity” of place, how do we read original qualities of the past and what would then be 2 method of
reading and interpreting place as a whole?

On the fist dilemma of ‘real’ place, in one sense, the reading of place is an investigation of how the
‘authenticity’ of place can be comprehended and identified, although it is realized that the idea of an absolute
‘authenticity’ is unreal and can never be achieved in real life. The reading of the subtlety and cultural
sensibility subsisting in places is, nevertheless, an aempt to identify and describe the uniqueness and the
characteristics of a place. Hence the idea of ‘cultural landscape’ thar signifies place as a reflection of society,
cultural values and social behavior developing over 2 span of time, is adopred here as a hoped-for approach
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to read place in Thai contexts. Winichakul also raised the importance of local knowledge, vocabularies and
conceptions, as major tools to create in-dept understandings of Thai place and its “aurhentic’ qualities.
Accordingly, he then concluded that local viewpoints are vital yielding an intimacy that Thai people can

achieve, but is something an outsider or farang (foreigner) can never achieve.?

If place is recognized as a representation of humans’ interrelationships with and management of their
environments, the reading of its manifestation will then be the way to understand the underlying
(constituting) ‘processes’ by which the portrayed images have been shaped and constituted by residents and
their way of living.? Cultural shifts have major impacts on social attitudes and activities, and thereby on
chronological and evolutionary effects on landscape over generations.'? The purpose of the paper to read the
shifting notion of *ban suan rinr kbleng is to gain insights into culrurally constructing processes and to find

ways of re-establishing the original essences of the city in contemporary time.

The second dilemma deals with the issue of time and space. The concepts behind the terms ‘cultural
landscape’ and ‘place as lived-world” remind us that the landscape or place we live in is active and constantly
changes over time.!! While it is inescapable that the study of place can only be conducted at the present time,
one way to read the essence of place in the past is to make sense of subsisted qualities that have survived
from the old days. Hence the paper explores the nostalgically-held notion of ‘ban suan tin kblong through the
present-day study of Ban Bangraonok in Nonthabur, Thailand, a place that could be seen as the closest
example ro the archetypal notion of old Bangkok. In order to manifest how this notion has shifted through
time, traditional characteristics and qualities of “ban swan rim £blong found in this village are then comparatively

discussed with those obsetved in the modern housing estates.

The third dilemma relates to the framework for reading and interpreting the wholeness of place. The
literature reviews confirm that place, or the world we live in, does not exist in the form of fragmentations or
itemizations that inevitably arise when we define or categorize visual reality as words.'? Instead, all substances,
both tangible and intangible, are composite and compounded in particular ways that create the special
qualities of place in its entirety. According to Bortoft, the best way to conceive the whole is not to think as if
it was a thing — like the meaning of a sentence that equals no-word, we try not to be aware of the whole
instead allowing ourselves to be moved by irts ‘active absence.”3 Spirn nevertheless pointed out that a search
for a specific vocabulary or grammar in the fragmented view, through making and living, would provide
grounded knowledge for the understanding of place as a whole.'

In this paper, the attempt to portray a holistic picture of place is therefore pursued under the three

fragmented dimensions of space and place, consisting of physical settings, human interrelations with space,
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and meanings of place. Although people’s comments in the field may fail to follow these neat categories, as
they do not see the world in terms of such divisions, these three themes are used as a ‘stimulus’ to begin the
initial reading of place.’® The interrelationships among these aspects which contribute to the wholeness of
place will be highlighted as well as the individual characteristics of each component.

THE SURVIVING NOTION OF ‘BAN SUAN RIM KHLONG IN BAN BANGRAONOK,
NONTHABURI

(Mu)ban Bangraonok is in Bangkruai district, Nonthaburi province, and approximately 11 kilometers from the
inner part of Rattanakosin Island, the historic heart of the old Bangkok. This village, combining a secondary
waterway, Buddhist temple, waterside dwellings and orchards, displays the essential ingredients of a typical
“ban suan rim kblong (house along &blng in orchard) or what Tachakitkachorn!® called an ‘agriculture-based
waterside village,” in the lower Chao Phraya Delta. Since the village settlements were formally recorded in
1952, the pattern of curvilinear settlements along the waterway has continually been a prominent
characteristic of this village. Up until recently, the village had mainly small-scale changes uniil the two local
roads (Thanen Ban Bangkhunkong and Thanon Ban Pho-en) emerged in 1980 and 1990, subsequent to the
construction of a huge highway in 2003. This has resulted in the gradual expansion of the village to inland
orchards, where the new road provides a new access for the community. Changes were also caused by severe
floods, which occurred in 1932, 1983; the most extreme in 1995. Today, the three key components of the
archetypal notion, ban, suan, and &blong still play important roles in characterizing the characteristics of this
waterside village. The followings display the quality of space and place that has constituted the notion of ‘ban
suan rin kblong in physical, behavioral and perceptual dimensions. The information is mainly based on
findings from the fieldwork conducted in early 2002 and late 2003.

Physical settings
Overall, the architectural style of this village is harmonious. Most buildings are two stories and of natural

materials, such as in the common style of wooden houses on stilts and a few temporary bamboo sheds with
thatch. All the houses are located along the £bong, except the recently built concrete buildings that face thanon.
Docks, ladders, piers, salas (pavilions), verandas, and even postboxes to almost every house on the £bbng side
indicate the significance of the &hlong as the main entrance. Although the roadside is still perceived by most
villagers as the rear of the houses (fang ban), many old houses now provide a new access by adding a second
entrance (garages, pathways, gates) connecting to the road. Today, the perception of ‘“front of house’ (na bar)

is, in fact, applied to both sides.
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In terms of its space and spatial networks, Winichakul’s ‘unbounded’ concept of Thai space!7 explains the
contnuity of space in Ban Bangraonok. Space is continuous and lacks definition at its edges, as almost no
permanent physical obstructions are built, except for small numbers concrete embankments along the &blng
and a few fences along the #hanon. The furrowed surface of orchard irrigation systems are typically seen except
in the housing area where concrete dams were constructed at the edge of the £hlbng and lands were flattened
for house constructions. The landform of this village no longer applies an original ‘water edge spatial
structure, " which could be categorized into waterway shore ({im-faling), waterway levee (taling), and wetland

(lung-taling).

The village is overlaid by three systems of passageways, comptising the intricate network of artificial and
natural &blongs, the system of local roads (thawen), and narrow walkways (FIG. 3). Khlng Bangraonok, a narural
secondary waterway, provides an artery that links the irrigation network and orchard systems together. The
curvilinear pattern of local roads linking every waf (Buddhist temple) in the whole area reflects the original
pattern of orchard blocks and the randomly donated pieces of land, which usually are not connected in a
straight line. Additionally, walkways in this area, comprising the top of an irrigation dam (fafing) and the
concrete and wooden boardwalk, are roughly one meter wide and their patterns are random and irregular.
They provide exits from houses to the #hanos and to distant orchards. As the whole area is 2 mosaic of
orchards, these walkways provide the permeable quality to the village.

Human interrelations with space
While land separation could not be observed in the blurred, boundless and undifferentiated space of the

village, the functonal system could be locally understood. Originally, the residential area (# yu a-sai) and the
workspace (# fam-ma-ba-kin), in this case is the orchards, were clearly separated, forming a clear pattern of
single purpose, homogenous land utlization of each space. From the interviews with local people, the village
could originally be seen as organized into three main areas, consisting of 1) # ban (housing area, traditionally
located along the &blong), 2) # suan (old orchard area located further from # ban), and 3) fung na (rice paddy,
located even further still from the £h/ong and next to # suan) (F1G. 4). In the present day, many # suans have
been sold to both insiders and outsiders, nevertheless # ban has continued to be considered as the ‘last’ family
asset and is customarily kept for the living area and the property of the next generation. The homogenous
land utilization applies not only to the land use system but also to the uniformity of vegetations in the village

although various fruits and vegetables are mixed in the same orchard block.

The village lifestyle appears to have been originally very much enclosed and self-contained - living, working,
and playing were all intimartely associated (FIG. 5). One need not leave the village at all as friends, reladves,
monks, foods, news and all necessary things in daily life would come directly to people’s houses or could be
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easily reached by boat within a short distance. The local £blong and wat embody all the main social and
commercial functions of the village; therefore one’s life cycle could be completed within those intimate

surroundings.

In the old days, mixed uses and a variety of activities occurred at neither ban nor swan, but instead ar the
public spaces of the major &hlong and the local was; thus all sorts of social and commercial activities tended to
happen in these spaces. Today, Khlng Bangraonok continues to be a backbone of the village and a center of
all aspects in one’s life. Apart from supplying water for agriculture and everyday life, it also provides major
public space for water transportation, social interaction, commerce, social events, and recreational purposes.
Kbhiong also performs a clear ‘linking’ role with living, working and socializing places (thus forming village
space), in physical, functional, social, and spiritual terms. The multiple usages of the &hlng and its significance
were clearly expressed in the following passage.

Originally, people would row their boats out to the junction [Bangkuwiang floating market]
to sell their orchard-products. Back then, ooh!...my child, both [K#/#g Bangraonok and
[Kblong) Bangkuwiang were so crowded with boats. The rowers had to drag, pull, and push
their boats to get through. ... If you were in a hurry, you would not make it in time...

Here, our land is always open, from the beginning until the end of the £hlng. Just row your
boat out somewhere, someone will greet you: Where are you going, grandma? Where are you
going, auntie? We greet and chat with people along both sides of the £hlong. Where are you
going?...How are you going? Then we will reply them, Erh...to this house. to that house.
There must be somebody greeting, Ah...like this! There is such a thing like this (Participant
No.1-23).1?

The above dialogue explicates that the interlacing, labyrinthine quality of the &blmg network not only applies
to village physical space, but also to human interactions within neighborhoods. The interacting and
exchanging activities at and along the &bfong help tighten social relationships within the neighborhood. The
#&hilong brings a social ambience into life as neighbors, friends, and visitors drop by at the pier to socialize and
share news. The sala ta nam (pavilion along the water) provides a major space for all sorts of activities that
transfer from the boat to the land. The continuous and inseparable space of &hlong, sala, outdoor terrace
(chan), veranda (rabiang), and onwards to the inner room (fong) of the Thai traditional house (Rewn Thai)
manifests the traditional lifestyle along the £hlong.

Addirionally, War Phoen is a “true’ center of activities for the village, both in social and psychological terms.
Religious ceremonies provided all villagers with a regular opportunity to get together at the local temple to
socialize, catch up with relatives or old good friends, visit a respected monk, receive news or documents from

the head of the village, eat and exchange a variety of food, practice devotion, pray, and be preached to in
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peace. Such moments were enjoyable, self-satisfying, and mentally relaxing. Occasionally, the Jaw wat (wat

ground) of temples around the area take turns operating a weekly market, annual festival and a playground.

Originally, the close knit linking of bans, snans, Eblongs and wat fabricated a village community or ‘suban’ — a
gathering of bans. Through the linkage of £blsmgs, bans are associated with an expansive and permeable
network of £blengs, wats, and suans, each coequally performing a ‘center’ role for the village variously in terms
of its physical, functional and spiritual aspects. While the £hibng as earlier described is a center for public
activities and an artery for transportation, the wat is stll perceived as a spiritual core and a central communal
space (FIG. 6). Swan, in the same manner, is observed as a major open space and a prime everyday workspace

for vi rs. This repetitive pattern forms extended networks of communities.
p P

Until the two local roads were constructed, the £b/ng had maintained its *key’ role linking village places
together. Apart from diversifying land use, the emergence of the thanons has enhanced the opportunities for
villagers to travel and interact with each other. In the present day, the major places, ban, suan and wat, are all
connected by roads hence the £hlong has become less used and less active. Thanon not only provides new exits
for the village but also new public space for the villagers. The evidence shows that commercial and
recreational activities have slowly shifted to areas alongside #hanon. The system of thanons would seem to
tighten or create even more intimate social relationships and more frequent shared activities. However, the
interviews indicated that roads have in turn decreased the number and the length of time of social
relationships and activities consequent on the reduced sense of community. For this village, &blong is still a

stimulus to villagers” social interactions albeit they have perceptibly declined.

Meanings of place
Khlong and wat are vital elements not only in people’s everyday lives but also in their perceptions — they are

perceived as landmarks for the village, both at community and individual scales. As most villagers usually
attach themselves and their places to the local £hlong and local war, these two spaces have important roles in
identifying a ‘community.” For local people, a £hlong has never been perceived as a barrier; traveling across the
#khlong is not a burden since boating is a part of their everyday life, whereas a thanon has a tendency to be an

obstruction because of its size and the fast traffic which could be dangerous for pedestrians.

Villagers also appear to have common values, which create a strong sense of community and unity in the
village. People’s shared religious, social and community values, such as interdependency, regard the seniority,
belief in gratitude and karma, and Buddhist ethic of giving have influenced their behaviors as being caring and

considerate (£reng chai), generous, polite, sympathetic, flexible, ete. In this village, the extended family system
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has gradually built up intimate social relationships within the neighborhood, thereby forming a network of
village society. Such social intimacy among villagers is clearly described by one of the participants below.

People in this £blong are all related as brothers and sisters. ... We can tell exactly how this
person relates to another. ... Whoever lives in this &blong is considered as relatives because
people from this &blong (£hon kblong mi) are ‘the same group of people.” ... Although we are
not in fact the real relatives, but it feels like we are.

T know everyone. The elder can scold and give advice to the younger even if they are actually
not my children because they strongly respect and regard the seniority.

-+ There is nobody who lives in this £b/ng that I don’t know. And those people who live at
the £hlong juncdon (pak khlong) are not our relatives, but we are close friends, close
neighborhood friends. If someone needs helps, we always rely on and are willing to help
each other (chuai-lena pesingpa kari) (Participant No. 1-16).

Additionally, Buddhist principals have deeply integrated into people’s behaviors and worldviews. Here,
Buddhism has blended people’s various viewpoints and backgrounds together, and the waf provides a
gathering place where villagers can feel free talking to someone who shares the same inner beliefs. In this
sense, the wat is indeed a center of villagers spirits and souls, associated with villagers from birth to death — it
reminds them of their families, friends, respected monks, memorable times, and peaceful moments spent

together.

In Bangraonok, the concepts of ‘privacy’ and ‘tranquility’ are to be understood as different. Living in this
village is peaceful and quiet due to the small numbers of residences, buildings, traffic intrusions, and
strangers. Yet it could be observed that village social life has in fact very litde ‘privacy.” Everyone knows each
other very well and therefore it is not possible to live individually or escape confrontations with neighbors.
Nevertheless, the intimate relationships within the neighborhood influence how people view their place as a
part of the whole system, not just as an individual piece of land. The atmosphere of family relationships and
the familiarity within the neighborhood have created a sense of an absolute ‘comfort’ (bman: yu-yen-pen-suk)
and been developed on the basis of ‘trust,” hence a sense of home and sense of belonging are extended

beyond a house compound to the nearby arca visited during everyday life.

Additionally, people’s long length of stay (mostly since they were born) has helped enriching memories and
thereby developing deep connections with their places. With the strong sense of belonging to and possessing
the land even though, legally, it might not belong to them, people then have high responsibilities to look after
and to ensure that their atcas are neat and clean. Furthermore, the existence of spirit houses, both for a

guardian spirit (supported by one column) and for ancestors” spirits (supported by four columns), in almost
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every house compounds expresses a shared value and strong connection between dwellers and their

ancestors, the human world and a spiritual world, and present and past.

THE SHIFTING NOTION OF ‘BAN SUAN RIM KHLONG: WHAT IS MISSING?

Since the 1970s, the phenomena of #-chad-san (land allottng) and mwban-chad-san (commercial housing
projects) have become increasingly widespread in the periphery of Bangkok and its region. 2 Muban-chad-san
has become popular and sought to present the ‘house of dreams’ for ‘new age’ people.?! The environment of
smuban-chad-san, which provides public services and modern conveniences, is perceived as a somewhat ‘better’
living place than the congestion of the inner city, hence ‘modern people” have a tendency to move out of their

original locale to a completely new environment.

“The search for Thai identity began in the late 1970s with the ideas of ‘¢kkalsk Thai’ (Thai unique
characteristic), ‘khwampenthai (Thainess), ‘watthanathans (culture), and moradok (heritage) being widespread and
popularly concerned in Thai society.? Consequently, housing developers had been challenged by the internal
forces and people’s increasing demands to produce a unique concept of residential space that portray a
glimpse of “Thainess.” Simultancously, the idea to integrate ‘lake and park’ into the residential areas were
introduced to many housing cstates, as appeared on several projects’ names such as Garden Lagoona, Private
Lake Garden, Banfa Piyarom Lake and Park, etc. Subsequently, the reinvention of Thai contemporary houses
has also been variously explored by local architects (FIG. 7).

In early 1990s, the term “ban suan rim kblong was implemented to residential designs and used in the marketing
strategies for modern housing estates, which were mostly located on the fringe of Bangkok. Buyers, who were
mostly city people who desperately wanted to escape from city life, embraced these projects. Today, various
reproductions of ‘ban suar’ (garden home), “ban rim nant (lakeside home) and a combination of both (lakeside
and garden home) can generally be found, as displayed in various advertising medias (FIG. 8). The
observations of these housing projects, both from real places and from the illusions of commercial
advertisements, would give us insights to the newly constructed places and qualities that might be missing
from the original notion. Based on the knowledge from the author’s previous research, there are three key
concepts yielding an understanding of Thai space and place, consisting of the unboundedness, the centrality
of khlong, and the re-formation of Thai community. Hence the shifting notion of “ban swan rim £hlong is

manifested under these three themes.

v oa A -
lauas.ande Fsulsziatana n-13



TBNWILATU augsrﬁ Iﬂidﬂ’]i miuJ'é'umLﬂaagﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁmaagmuﬁaaﬁu‘lungd INWNRIBATULAUTU RN a:

Naﬂi:ﬂuﬁ]’mﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂiﬂid“ﬁ'}F;Iﬂuu’NLm’l%iﬂlluﬂﬂﬁd@l:i‘%@m‘ﬂQGI’IE\?LYIW&I‘W]'H?IS

1187 + IASTE Working Paper Series + Volume 192

The unboundedness
"The study of Ban Bangraonok in Nonthaburi exemplified aspects of a chonnabot (rural area)! environment,

where physical space, land-use, social relationships and people’s sense of place manifest aspects of the
surviving ‘unbounded’ nature. Though the recently constructed #hanon followed by the emergence of small
numbers of physical obstructions and permanent demarcations alongside it has modified the absolute
continuity of village space, the quality of unboundedness still dominates in most areas, retaining the sense of
freedom and mental comfort for people to use the spaces surrounding their houses. The flexibility of
villagers” behavior and mindsets is reflected in the lack of determined boundaries to their space and activiry,
and in the unfixed definition of functions whereby the one space could serve many purposes. In addition to
the numbers of cantilevered structures along the £hiong and the greenery distributed over the whole area
creating a blurred-edge quality to village space, intermingling was also evident in the multiple functions and
uses of the blended spaces of &blang and war.

By contrast, ‘muban-chad-sar’ confines the idea of boundary and notion of community to the economic sense.
In this #hanon-oriented space, fence is observed as ordinary element — all private lands are enclosed by either
opaque or transparent fences depending on the individual design. This also applies to waterfront houses
without any evidence of physical connection between land and water. In many housing estates, the absence of
unboundedness does not appear to only physical space but also to people’s relationships with neighbors and
their perceptions towards a sense of home. From the interviews with people who lived along streets, it was
apparent that fencing was a hindrance to the development of social interrelationships with neighbors. Fewer
social interactions in turn resulted in more independent and isolated lifestyles, as are normal to modern land-
based society. Hence people’s perceptions of “ban’ in modern communities are now limited to the areas within
their house compounds. The following interview by one participant who lives in Ban Bangraonok expresses

the contrasting lifestyles of villagers and city people.

Twent to see my friend’s house in muang (city) located along the #hanon (street) but T don’t
like it at alll There is no freedom, although there is the house and its compound, but it is
enclosed by a fence. I told my friend “Hey! Your house has a fence but mine has no fence. I
can go anywhere and do anything I want.” My friend also said that it is free, not like living in
Krungthep. Once you come in to the house, you have to stay there. You cannot go to any
other area because you cannot intrude on other people’s land. But when I am here, I don’t
have to be like that. It is so free, jumping into the &hlong, climbing up to the land, walking to
the orchard, walking to the area behind the house; everywhere is our home. I feel that this
area, the whole area, is all our home, not only this house but also that house, uncle’s house,
behind the house, outside. It feels like they are all my home (Participant No. 1-17),

Apart from public buildings such as sport club and recreational facilities thar are usually unfenced, the only

evidence of continuity (or shall we call replication?) left in the housing estares is the repetitive scene and
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atmosphere of houses which are built relatively in the same patterns and styles Typically for housing estates,
the property management of mudban-chad-san is usually done in large-scale with massive and rapid
constructions. For financial and management purposes, limited types of standard houses are available to
choose from and limited modifications of the building are allowed.? Besides, land is approximately equally
divided into blocks. Within any one development, there is however unlikely to be diversity even though
several architectural typologies might be implemented in different commecial housing projects, such as single

house, townhouse, detached house, row house, apartment, condominium, etc.

An almost complete bounded space found in muban-chad-san is however totally different from the simulated
perspectives which are often portrayed in the advertisements as physically continuous — in the media, houses
are surrounded by the greenery without any obstructions in-between (FIG. 9). Such made-up scenes could
not however be implemented in real spaces as city people highly concern with legitimate land ownership and
its monetary value, hence the identification of ownership of properties by legal demarcation is therefore
perceived as necessary. Nevertheless, the illusiveness of unbounded quality displayed in various media
suggests that this might be one of the common qualities that people prefer in residential space. Even though
such quality of space may not be absolutely created for real, the idea to create unbounded space is enough to

initially make good impression in people’s minds.

The centrality of khlong
In Ban Bangraonok, &blong is an essental part of villagers® lives. Though the concern about the increasingly

unsanitary water quality has stopped people from using it for drinking and cooking, the £hipng is still a
primary resource for other household activities and cultivation, a major occupation for most villagers. In this
context, the khlong provides a central space for all sorts of day-to-day activities — private and public, individual

and communal, and domestic and commercial activities are all conducted at and along the £blong.

On the contrary, the &blongs in most muban-chad-sans, both natural and manmade, serve the communities as
drainages whereas the role of water, presented in the form of lake and pond, is mainly created for the
aesthetic and recreational purposes. The prevalence of plumbing in all urbanized areas has impacted the
kblong's water which is also becoming more polluted. It is nevertheless found that waterside houses are usually
sold in higher price as they are considered locating in a better environment. Consequently, there have been
many attempts to design houses alongside water (some contain barriers and some do not), however the
interrelationships between water and inland people were scarcely found. Water in this sense provide only
visual scenery but not a meaningful place that deeply associate with people’s everyday lives and their inner

souls.
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The previous research demonstrated that what makes people deeply attached to the kbiong is the ‘memory” or
‘familiarity” with its space, uses, lives, stories, experiences and spirits, not just its physical settings. Khiong is
always referred to not just because their house locations make them familiar with its existential space, but also
because of their deep connections and experiences, buile up over & long period of time. For these people, the
waterway reminds them of their origins — it embodies the memorable stories of the establishment of their
houses, families, and community. It is therefore understandably difficult for residents who have recently

moved into the housing areas to develop such experiences.

It seems urban people dream to live in a ‘peaceful’ environment, containing a quality that happens to be
embedded in the original atmosphere of “ban suan rim kblmg. There is however a significant difference
between a scene that is peaceful, and one thar is in fact becoming quier and nearly lifeless, and modern Ahlongs
seem to represent a shift from the former to the latter, where people have less association with the £hlong,
which may no longer be perceived as significant to their lives. There is however a question if the degradation
of modern &hbngs in physical, behavioral and perceptual aspects indicates the losing characteristics of
Bangkok’s space. The study tells us that without the constituents of people’s living along and interacting with
the &blong, the original notion of “ban suan rim kblong cannot be generated. Hence the key question here should
be “how do we bring life back to the keblong?”

The re-formation of Thai community
In terms of community organization, the notion of ‘wwbar’ (village) in traditional Thai rural villages reflects

mutual reinforcement of overlapping concepts of social networks, territoriality, economic organization,
political status and administrative boundaries recognized in the bureaucratic system. The traditional
characteristics of muban Thai (or Thai village), like Ban Bangraonok, are its open system, interdependent
society, extensive social networks, and sustained or self-contained economic system (fam-mia-ba-kin) %: people
grow rice for survival, make clothes for themselves, and share goods and supports with other members.27 In
these contexts, people are always willing to help and be considerate to each other, known as nam chai — this
social quality is rarely found in mmang (city) though it is still valued in Thai society.?

The essence of ‘muban-chad-san’ in the modern conrext portrays a totally different notion from that of ‘wwbar’
ina traditional context although they both refer to a place as a community. The declining mental connections
to place in muban-chad-san environment were pointed by Askew, who described villagers as becoming just
residents.?” In this place, there are different people with different backgrounds and lifestyles living together in

the same area. As newcomers who have just move into the areas, they have a short period of time to develop

deep connections, both socially and mentally, with their neighborhood, especially areas outside their house

compounds.
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Lessons we learnt from Ban Bangraonok indicate that the open and continuous quality of space encourages
people to have high local mobility and interaction contributing to more intimate and extended relationships
among villagers. This explains why residents living in the enclosed areas have much less social interactions
with their neighbors. In housing estates, people’s modern lifestyles are shifting towards individualistic (fang
&bon tang yx), as expressed through the preferred lifestyle of independence (itsara), privacy (pen-swan-tua), and
‘being oneself (per twa khong twa eng) A villages, who lived in Ban Bangraonok, made a comparison of rural
and city lifestyles.

My sister sometimes sails here in the afternoon, sometimes in the evening, If she misses me,
she will come for a chat. Rural people (&how ban-nok) are like this, different from ciry people
(kbon Krungthep). City people don’t even know their neighbors. I'm so afraid. . .afraid [of
living therel]

(Participant No. 1-23).

The declined connection could possibly be explained by the typical process of creating muwban-chad-san,
whereby all former patterns and hence the behind stories referring to qualities attached to this place were
completely erased. Commonly, land developers operate by buying many parcels of land, assembling,
developing — meaning wiping out existing features — and building new infrastructure and utilities, parceling
land into small uniform units, and selling allotments including optional houses to customers, who are mostly
people who live in other areas.! Through the process, those subsisted qualities that have been accumulatively
constructed through time would be all lost and new qualities (new meanings and values) will be entirely

constructed.

The role of a local wat as a center of religious and social activities for a local community has also altered.
Although Buddhist traditions are still popularly practiced, the residents did not attach themselves merely to
their local or nearest temples. Various persuasive factors can now be reasons for people’s choice of a temple
such as convenience of accessibility, reputation of the temples or monks, or attractiveness of the setting. The
reducing significance of the local wat has affected its traditional role of sustaining community and reinforcing

spiritual connections between residents and the place where they live.

The research manifests the transformations of Bangkok towards ‘modern’ mwang, implying the shifts towards
community fragmentation, independent lifestyle (#ang-£bon-tang-ys), social separation and mental detachment
from place. A decreasing sense of belonging and bonding (khwam phukphan) to the neighborhood results not
only in lessening environmental concern but also in declining sense of community in urban places. If social

and perceptual dimensions of place remain important in the processes of constituting community, then the
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missing qualities in muban-chad-san would be major obstacles in creating a sense of community and yield

ultimately (and arguably) mental comfort to people who live there.

LESSONS

Throughout the paper, there are several missing qualities in the newly built “ban suan rim kblong llustrating the
failure to eapture the real essence of this concept in its original notion. The reviving notion of “bar suan rin
kblong back to modern Bangkok nevertheless provides an important step for sustainable development and
communities in Thailand though it has never entirely achieved. Apart from lessons we learnt from the trials
and errors in the new ‘ban suan rim kblong that would at least tell us how to begin if we would re-perform the
task in the future, such explorations also create opportunities for Thai people to establish the understanding
of their own city, culture and identty.

The concentrations on merely physical surface in the design of modern housing projects indicate that both
designers and developers still lack of knowledge about Thai space and place. In fact, the issue abour place
identity and the essence of Thainess embedded in space and place has become widely researched by both
local and foreign academics over the past decade but the obtained knowledge has never been implemented
nor had any contribution to the professional practices. This suggests that there is a need for designers,
developers and researchers to collaborate, meaning to share knowledge of the essence of Thai place and help

developing alternative designs that could maintain the ‘true’ identity of Thai space and place in the future.

Attempts by designers to recreate the nostalgically held atmosphere of “ban suan rin kblong (house along &blang
in orchards) in a modern Thai context demonstrate major problems in the processes of assimilating and re-
assembling “place.” The mere physical existence or re-production of the major elements of this ‘essence” (ban,
suan and kblong) are not, alone, sufficient to reproduce the entire essence of a place surviving in the memories
that people hold of the old days. In the Thai context, it is indeed the intangible qualities — the social,
psychological and spiritual meanings and values, and the interrelationships among all these — that combine to

constitute place and its ‘unique’ qualities.

In contrast with much literature that focuses on the dominance of physical elements or settings in the reading
of place and landscape,* the studies here indicate that existential space is just a part of the whole process of
constituting place. Human interactions and their associations with space have a major role in creating spatial

dynamics as well as enriching meanings and values (or qualities) underlying place. This conclusion could be
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well illustrated by Meinig’s interpretation of landscape that “...any landscape is composed not only of what

lies before our eyes but what lies within our heads.”»

How then, in the context of this problem, are we able to describe the overal/ qualities of place? The
fragmented nature of language and of ‘scientific’ method means that both description and analysis only
capture bits, pieces or parts of an atmosphere and meaningful nature of an environment, leading to a gap
between what holistically exists in reality and what is selectively perceived and then described. In view of this
linguistic/analytic entrapment in fragmenting and deconstructing place, there will always be a problem for
designers to search for ways to aggregate these segmented layers and dimensions back together to reconstruct

some new authenticity (genius loci) able to maintain the total effects of place.
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FIG. 1A scene of Bangkok in 1900s when numbers of boats were generally seen and a map of Bangkok
during the same time when the intricate networks of £blng still existed (Source: FAD and SCFC,
Krungthep 2489-2539 (Bangkok 1946-1996). (Bangkok: The Fine Asts Department and the Siam Cement
Foundation Cooperation, 1996).
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FIG. 2 l—!ot_;ses along a polluted urban £b/ng in Bangkok (left), and advertising image for a commercial
:19;:3g project along a lake and surrounded by palm trees (right) (Source: Author (left) and www.lh.co.th
right)).

— WALTWEY m—ROGAWEY e Walkway

FIG. 3 An ;;ﬁiﬁ map of Ban Bangraonok in 2001 (Scale 1:15,000) and a map showing the three sparial
structures of £hiong, thanon, and walleway in 2001 (Seale 1:12,500) (Source: Modified fro
of Nonthabui survey in 2000). ® )¢ 1 O oot
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FIG. 4 The diagram simplifies the local land use system in Ban Bangraonok, based on the location of the
major £blong. The left side shows the original system in the 1950s and the right shows the modified version,
fifty years later, after the local road was built Source: Interpreted from interview data and author’s
observation in Ban Bangraonok, Nonthaburi).

Wat Ban
(Buddhist templc) (House)
Lift spirits Living
Socialize

— Relationships

(Both physical and functional}

] aan (house) ] War (Buddnist remple) [T Suan (orchard) [l Kitore [T hanon

FIG. 5 The diagram simplifies the relationships between places and basic activities in a villager’s everyday life
in the present day (Source: Interpreted from the interviews with local people and author’s observation in Ban
Bangraonok, Nonthaburi).
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FIG. 6 Social activities occurre
(Source: Author).

i b Sos -
B-THE-S13T5, BIEISTTI, 842153550

igicill Fis
FIG. 7 The advertisements of two housing estates attemptiung to recreate ban suan rim khlong (Source: MLS,
MLS property guide. Bangkok: Real estate information center, 2003).
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FIG. 8 Various examples of garden home (top left), lakeside home (top right) and lakeside and garden home
(bottom) in advertising media: all the elements might be there, but still worlds away from the original ban swan
rimr khlong Source: Home Buyers’ Guide, July 2006).

FIG. 9 Two contrast scenes of housing estate advertised in the media (Neighbor Home), which are
physically continuous, and another in real space with a complete enclosed space. Source: Home Buyers’ Guide,
July 2006).
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Memory or Nostalgia:
The Imagining of Everyday Bangkok

Cuttaleeya NOPARATNARAPORN and Ross KING

The modemization of Thailand has seen an aguatic everyday world
replaced by a temestial one, and a loose cccupancy of land supplanted
by Western notions of rigid ownership and title desds, While the aquatic
past passes into memory (1o pose some threat, however, to the interests
of Thal elites), a Thai episteme based in images and surfaces, transforms
that memory to less threatering nostalgia and ritual; and the previous fluidity
of gpace likewise "survives" in surfaces, The study is of three areas of
present-day Bangkok that manifest different stages in this transformation
to a space of surfaces.

@ Keywords: memory, nostalgia, Bangkok, regime of images, episteme of surfaces, @:E,-
khlong (canal), thanon (road) network, title deed, spiritual realm, Ban Bangraonok,

Nonthaburi Province, Wat Paknam Fang Tai, Thonburi Province, Suan Luang, boundaries,

boundlessness.

In a recent series of papers, Peter Jackson drew attention to aspects of
a “Thai regime of images™ (Jackson 2004z, 20045). To begin with, “[a]
defining feature of the Thai regime of images is a rigid demarcation
between what is publicly unspeakable, especially in the presence of
a non-Thai audience, and what is ‘common knowledge’ in private,
local discourses” (2004b, p. 220). A distincrive episteme is traced
back to a pre-modern culture of “face” and “reputation”, manifested
in the “the theatre state” and its preoccupation with surface ritual
transforming itself in the 19th century into “the performative state”.
Penny Van Esterik is quoted to the effect that present Thai society
can be seen as one that “encourages an essentialism of appearances
or surfaces ... The real is hidden and unchallenged. The surface is
taken for real” (Van Esterik 2000, p. 4). Such a characteristic is also

+
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deep-rooted in people’s attitudes to achieve “social success in life” and
in cultural values that Phillips (1965) called “social cosmetics”, such
as appearing “caring and considerate” (the concept of kreng chai),
“politeness”, “kindness and helpfulness” (Komin 1985, pp. 179-80).
So, as also argued by Rosalind Morris, Thai modernity in turn stands
on a mode of power that operates laterally across surfaces rather than
vertically in the panoptic or all-seeing mode that Foucaulrt identified
as characterising Western politics and culture (Morris 2002, referred
to in Jackson 2004a, p. 182) — it is “the love of the disciplined
surface” (Morris 2000, p. 180).

There are correspondingly two urban realms. The royal and elite
are that of palaces, wats (temples), the rituals and images of the
“performative state”, and their continuing extensions in military
display, parliament, and contradiction-laden monuments (Dovey
2001). Against that is arrayed a private world of kblongs (canals),
villages, spirit-informed landscapes, and the light, elevated, airy houses
of both the human and the spirit occupants of water and land.

® \Whe.rea':: the elite real.m is to pr.ojecr permanence, S.C)lldll.'}’., a.urhorlry, @
and its images to be impressed in some “collective imagination”, the
private is just that: private, passing, and ephemeral.

Admiring or even envious attitudes towards the development (kan
pattana) and civilization (khwam charoen or kbwam ciwilai) of foreign,
initially European, countries inspired King Rama IV (r1851-1868)
and King Rama V (r1868-1910) to initiate a number of evolutionary
projects. The two major surviving legacies from that time that have
most changed the spatial organization and physical characteristics
of Bangkok are the construction of the thanen (road) network,
superimposed over the antique world of the £/longs and ultimately to
supplant it (though never completely), and the implementation of the
new title deed (chanod) system (Sidthithanyakit 1999, pp. 7, 23-31;
Wongtes 2001, pp. 120-21); and it was towards that private realm
that these reforms were predominantly directed. A century and more
later, these “reforms” have still only partly worked their way through
the greater Bangkok metropolis (let alone up-country Thailand!), and
it is to their present-day transforming effects that attention will be

|-
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directed — how does the #hanon system and the new legalities of

land ownership arise in the context of a far older spatial realm and
of a constantly evolving, distinctive Thai episteme?

In several of its aspects modernization can manifest as surface,
and call that episteme into new play. So there emerges a differentia-
tion between “the front” (the public world of the #hanon) and “the
back” (the hidden world of khlongs), already reflected upon in the
1950s:

You mustn’t judge Bangkok by New Road and Bangkapi or
Rajadamnoen Avenue. On the other side ... you'll see thousands
of people living almost as the people of Bangkok and Ayuthia have
lived for hundreds of years. There are still busy klongs this side
of the river, oo, if you know where to look for them. (Bartlert
1959, p. 39)

However the urbanized streets of Bangkapi and elsewhere are present
also as depthless image, though differently, and display the surface
impact of Western culture in billboards, signage, architecture, and
capitalist-popular lifestyles as a screen across private worlds (Basche

N
1971, p. 256). @

Three Places in Bangkok

We will return to this question of the masks of surface across the
eroding effect of the present on the past and its memories, and to
further epistemological issues to which it gives rise. However, first
we refract these initial ideas through observation of three locations
in the present city that seem to manifest different stages in the
longue durée of this transformation. In each case these brief essays
have been based on close participant observation and extended
in-depth interviews with residents (approximately 30 in each case),
during 2001 and 2002 (Noparatnaraporn 2005); their immediate
purpose is to explore what seem to be stages in this progressive
transformation (erosion!), but their effect is to raise questions of
nostalgia as a surface over the loss of older understandings and
indeed of memory.

n
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Figure 1
Map of the B:Lngkok Region, with Locations of Case Study Areas
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Source: Authors.

1. Ban Bangraonok, Nonthaburi

This muban (village), combining a secondary waterway, a wat
(temple), waterside dwellings and orchards, displays the essential
ingredients of a typical ban suan rim khlong (house along khlong in
orchard) or what Tachakitkachorn (2003) has called an “agriculture-
based waterside village”, in the lower Chao Phraya Delta. It is in
Nonthaburi Province, in the semi-rural fringe of Bangkok, and
approximately 11 kilometres from the inner part of Rattanakosin
island, which is the historic heart of old Bangkok. It seems thart the
local Wizt Pho-en might have been constructed in the late 1600s, with
the surrounding community established at roughly the same time; it
is today accessed by two main passageways: Khlong Bangraonok, a
natural waterway from the old aquatic realm, and the later-built road
of Thanon Ban Pho-en (from 1990) (Noparatnaraporn 2003).
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Figure 2
Ban Brmgrammk, Nonthaburi in 2001
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Source: Modified from Urban Department of
Nonthaburi survey,

The thanon touches upon rather then intrudes into the village,
but has accelerated the latters expansion into its inland orchards;
it has also eroded the old intimacy and sense of community. More
remotely, flood management projects on the Chao Phraya River and
khlong network have disrupted the age-old pattern of dry seasons and
annual flooding with its linked routines of agriculture, celebration,
and spiritual renewal. They have instead, however, brought a new
threat: there are still Hoods, but they are now infrequent, less
predictable, and more severe. The most extreme of these, in 1932,
1983, and 1995, progressively ended the old orchard culture, leading
to more diverse agricultural practices but also the need for work to
be found beyond the village.
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Khlong Bangraonok continues as the backbone of the village,
the centre of its life, its identifier, and giving it its name — Ban
Bangraonok. Though polluted, its water no longer potable, it is
still used for bathing and for transportation, and remains alive with
boats trading household needs and cooked food, bringing visitors
and, always, local information. On the evidence of close-bonded
relationships within the neighbourhoods, it can also still define a
community. As one participant could declare:

a8

People in this khlong are all related, as brothers and sisters. In
fact from here (Wizr Pho-en) onwards until Wi+ Hu-chang, almost
everyone is associated as brothers and sisters. ... It is like whoever
lives in this kblong is considered as relatives because people from
this khlong are “the same group of people”. It is similar to chonnabot
(rural area), being brothers and sisters, like in he past. It is exactly
the same. Although we are not in fact real relatives, but it feels
like we are.

And another:

My sister sometimes sails here in the afternoon, sometimes in the
evening. If she misses me she will come for a chat. Rural people
(khon ban-nok) are like this, different from city people (khon
Krungthep). City people don’t even know their neighbours.

All such reports were however coloured by both nostalgia and

apprehension — the world as known is seemingly passing away,
and the emergence of zhanon is seen as the cause; so from another
participant:

Road (zhanon) has changed our daily life. In the past, we often
met each other, as we normally walked here and there, like walking
to the orchard. After the road occurred, no people grow orchards
any more, and it makes us rarely see each other. We have become
separated, seems like to be tom apart. People from the inner khlong
and the outer khlong are now using different exits; therefore we
don' often meer.

While the end of the old regularities and the advent of uncertainty
were represented in the landscape of the village, in the form of
a greater diversity of fruits, crops, and agricultural practices and
hence, on all accounts, a greater botanical heterogeneity, yet the
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characteristics of village space may have changed very little. The
present-day functional system could be locally understood; however,
land separation could not be identified in the blurred, boundless and
undifferentiated space of the village. Solid walls were virtually absent,
anything approximating to a fence would be transparent and easily
passed through, and the elevation of houses above the ground gave
continuity to the ground surface. Housing and orchard areas might
be clearly different from each other, nevertheless the space of one
would flow un-bordered into the other; marsh, irrigation channel, and
kblong similarly flowed together; and the land of the kitchen gardens
would melt into the narrow pathways that lead into the orchard.
There was also no differentiation between physical and spiritual
realms: virtually every house had the two types of spirit house on its
land — a saan phra phum on a single central column (for the spirit
who rules over and protects that land itsell), and a saan za yai or
saan chao ti on four shorter columns at the corners (for the spirits
of ancestors). The spirit houses and the profound respect accorded
their spiritual dwellers suggest the reality of a world understood to .
subsist beneath the surface of ephemeral, physical space. %

2. Wat Paknam Fang Tai and its surroundings, Thonburi

Thonburi Province is closer to the old inner city, and in fact was the
capital of Siam during 1767-82, preceding the formal foundation of
Bangkok. While Wzt Paknam Fang Tai is less than 4 kilometres from
inner Rattanakosin, it is, like Nonthaburi on the “wrong side” of
the Chao Phraya, and therefore largely forgotten by the frenetically
eastwards expanding metropolis (Smithies 1993; Askew 2002; Warren
2002).

The earliest air photos, from 1932, reveal a village community
along Khlong Bangchuaknang, in clusters around three water-linked
wats (with another four nearby, but along other waterways). The
first notable change comes in 1965 with the emergence of two
sois (land-based laneways) to give access to a college to the south
— specifically So/ Charan Sanitwong 13, constructed in 1965, which
initiated both residential and commercial building bordering it.

-
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Borderless space of khlong and land; and spirit houses to signify unbounded, co-existing worlds of spirit and nature, Ban Bangraonok (Photograph

courtesy of Curtaleeya Noparatnarapormn)
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Figure 3
Wit Paknam Fang Tai and its Surroundings, Thonburi in 2001
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Source: Modified from Metropolitan Electricity Authority survey.

The 1975 photos indicate that two distinctive settlements were
developing along the two passages, namely along Khlong Bangsaothong
on the north, and Se/ Charan Sanitwong 13 to the south. Each
constructed its own internal networks — narrow boardwalks and
sub-laneways in canal and road-based settlement respectively. The
two communities remained separate, though with Waz Paknam
Fang Tai performing a linking role, until functionally connected
by a new roadway, Sei Bangsaothong Police Station, in the early
1970s. The most dramatic changes however were after 1987,
with both communities expanding into their orchard areas and
a dramartic increase in building density, appropriating almost all the
previously surviving green space. By 2001 only two remnant areas of
orchard remained. There is a surviving community along the khlong
(administratively known as chumchon or urban community), but
also two other “new” settlement forms: #-chad-san (land allotments)
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with a pattern corresponding to the original orchard blocks, and
muban-chad-san (housing estate) of repetitive town houses, named
mutban Rachaville.

Accounts were that Khlong Bangsaothong used to be narrower and
shallower in the past, enabling people to easily cross it; so it was the
centre of the community, a space for transportation, social interaction,
commercial business, and recreation. While it remains picturesque
and a visiting place for tourists and an alternative transportation
route to the river and beyond, its extreme pollution erodes former
uses. A recent sign now proclaims “No fishing — forgiving zone”,
perhaps warning of danger, certainly also upholding a basic Buddhist
principle of not harming any living creature, but now also negating
the most ancient basic function of the hlong, as a resource for food.
Religion is invoked as comforting balm and rationalization for loss.
There are nevertheless signs of other, perhaps earlier roles — so,
from one respondent:

I think &hlong is still important for people who live along it.
Sometimes [ still see them use water to bath and do other things.

ﬁl
® But if you talk about people who live in this [inner] area, it might
not be like that anymore.

However, from another:

... people are too careless. They simply throw rubbish into the
khlong. Although there is a boart cleaning rubbish from the #hlong,
people still continue doing that.

Similarly disappearing is the old sense of spatial continuity, though
differently in different parts. In the surviving village along the kblong,
there are now occasional constructed levees to limit erosion of the
banks — the old continuity between land and water will be denied!
Elsewhere boundaries are marked more by landmarks than by fences.
Stated one participant: “a good neighbour is an even better fence than
the real one”. In the chumchon area, by contrast, the imposition of
fences began fairly recently, along the sois (laneways) and walkways
or next to rented houses to protect against strangers. However the
clear preference is for flexible and informal types of fencing that still

-+
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The concrete embankment at War Paknam Fang Tai; and semi-opaque borders and cantilevered canopies along a walkway in the northern area,

War Paknam Fang Taiarea. (Both photographs courtesy of Cuttaleeya Noparatnaraporn)

3/9/07 10:17:55 AM

Nn-36

lazas.anden Isusziatyna



NENWITBATL ﬂ&lyifﬁ: Iﬂi\‘iﬂ'ﬁ msm'ﬁwuﬂaaqﬁﬁﬁﬁ’uaaqmuﬁaoﬁu‘lunga INWURIRATLREUTUHNG:
NRﬂi:YIUﬁ]’]ﬂﬂWiﬁﬂIﬂ?ﬁhUﬂuu’ldlm’]%iﬂuuﬂﬂﬁdﬂ:’?ﬂﬂﬂ‘llﬂdﬂzd ANNATUAOT

&

Mermory or Nostalgia: The Imagining of Everyday Bangkok 69

o=,

i
&
]

Demarcated space along #hanon in the southern area; and the privatized, exclusionary space of Muban Rachaville. (Both photographs courtesy of

Curraleeya Noparatnaraporn)
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permit a measure of permeability, albeit only visual. In the case of the
more “modern” housing in #-chad-san, issues of security and privacy
are even more strongly expressed: most residents would be considered
middle-income and their houses often targeted by thieves; land value
increase is a prized attribute and so one’s land is to be demarcated
and defended; the fence becomes a symbol of status, and will usually
be permanent and opaque. Fencing not only inhibits interaction, but
also reduces the scope of accessible area from a neighbourhood to
only a house compound. So, domestic gardens now become an object
of conscious design (never so in the old communities!), meticulously
maintained, as if to compensate for a greater loss. Then finally there
is the Rachaville housing estate, a gated community, where isolation
from the wider community is complete!

The intersecting universe of spirits is also less in evidence than
in Nonthaburi: the survey revealed only two-thirds of respondents’
houses with saan phra phum, and one-third with saan chao t. The
relative absence of the latter (for the spirits of ancestors) would seem

p to indicate the lesser degree of spiritual connection and its expression .
@ that “modern” people accord to the history of their place. It may @
only be history that is so disregarded, however: two sacred trees in
the area continued to be venerarted (at least by some), with colourful
wrappings, fowers and offerings in evidence, and old, discarded spirit
houses collected to be placed under their care.

3. Soi On-nut 29 to Soi On-nut 33/1, Suan Luang, Bangkok

The third case study brings us into Bangkok proper. Though at
15 kilometres it is the most distant from Rattanakosin, this is
part of the major eastwards expansion of the metropolis, in the
Thanen Sukhumvit corridor, and now thoroughly urban. Though
Soiz Sukhumvit 77 (or Sof On-nut) was evident in the earliest 1952
air photos, as late as 1965 the area was clearly still rural, with most
buildings clustered along the area’s three waterways — Khlong Phra
Khanong, Khlong Khled and Khlong Wat Tonsai. However at that
time two further thanons were constructed running off Sei On-nut,
to be named Sei On-nut 29 and 33, giving access to War Tonsai

-
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but also opening up the extensive area of rice paddy to urban
development. Development rapidly lined the various sois, as well as
the khlongs, while the middle area remained green. By 1987 more
thanons (sub-sois) had been built, land had been subdivided into
regular rectangular lots, development intensified, and #hanon-based
settlement had virtually submerged the khlong-based.

Figure 4
Soi On-nuc 29 to Sef On-nut 33/1,

(‘....-l spmm Bemsdeale fa 2001

@T
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Source: Modified from Metropalitan Electricicy
Authority survey.

There were many comments on the end of agriculture, but by
now memory seems to turn to nostalgia. One sample:

Old people are very diligent — they never feel tired; instead
they had fun planting trees, working this and that, and charting
among their groups to update news. But nowadays evolution
has changed our lives. People are too lazy to do this kind of
work. They rather prefer convenience. Only people who really
have passion in cultivation will continue to do so. ... We have
no time — we always go out early in the morning i catiE

back late at nighr.

Similarly there are the memories of the water world:
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In the old days, khlong warter was siill usable. ... In the past, we used

to swim in K#long Phra Khanong. I could swim because I practised in the
khlong, in front of Wat Tonsail. Around fifty years ago it was really like a
rural area (ban-nok) — no embankment was built at the temple, unlike
concrete fences and embankments nowadays.

The reference is to the concrete levees also encountered sporadically
in the Thonburi case (but never in Nonthaburi); here however they
are now ubiquitous, and the separation between land and water is
sharp and emphatic. The levee with its concreted path does however
provide for an altogether new practice: it is the place for the evening
recreational and socializing stroll, in one sense replacing the old
boat-borne visits of previous times, but reducing the khlong from
community fulcrum to simple spectacle (and, with the possibility of
flood, to threat).

While there are still occasional boats to be seen on Khlong Phra
Khanong, the two sub-£hlongs now function primarily as parts of the
Bangkok drainage system: watergates are at the junctions of every
significant khlong (including Khlong Khled) to block the natural flow @
— the network has been destroyed even though its net-like structure
remains. The aquatic regime has become a machine. One respondent,
living along Khlong War Tonsai, named it “the Amazon: it is covered
by big trees and inhabited by reptiles. All has deteriorated.

Space is everywhere fragmented and delineated. Security and
the fear of strangers lead to a realm of borders and barriers. The
fragmentation of community, both in physical space and in people’s
perceptions, 1s also the result of the reorganization of community
structure and administration: the former village system (mu or
muban), whereby the social boundaries of neighbourhood space also
determined administrative (political) boundaries, was swept away
in 2000 in the name of bureaucratic neatness. So now there is no
community structure — space is “uniform” and every house becomes
its own (bounded) world. So, judged one respondent:

It is impossible to gather these houses along the laneways together.
I already thought about it, but there is no way to construct a
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A remple fence, which also funcrions as an embankment, with paralleled boardwalk along the khlong; and a small laneway bounded by fences on

both sides, Suan Luang. {Both photographs courtesy of Curttaleeya Noparataraporn)
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chumchon community here. It is unworkable because there is no
collaboration among residents. In order to set up a chumchon,
everyone must participate. ...

The articulation of profane space with spiritual space is here
complicated by the presence of a small Muslim community on
parts of Khlong Phra Khanong, and the more recent arrival of
a Christian component, and for both these groups the spirit realm
has no meaning. (But, as we shall see, it is not as simple as that,
for at the surface level afl groups will participate in the grand
national celebrations that are essentially Buddhist and Brahman
infused.) Among Buddhist respondents, less than two-thirds
exhibit saan phra phum, and one third stll have saan chao #
— around the same proportions found in the Thonburi case. And
only one sacred tree was observed — significantly in the Wiz Tonsai
compound.

Remembering, Forgetting, Imagining

Khlong Phra Khanong, like others, may have become a repository of @
filth and degradation, but then there are moments when it bursts
into brilliant, almost magical life as it becomes the focus of spiritual
beliefs and practices relating to the water and space of the khlong
as symbol of prosperity, cleanness, freshness, and sacredness. The
belief in the goddess of the river (Mae Khongkha) is still paraded
and is represented through the activities of the annual Loy Krathong
ceremony. However for “modern” people, the emphasis of this day
is on festivities for fun and enjoyment rather than on the old
purpose of seeking forgiveness from the spirits — the Ahlongs will
be afloat with thousands of little containers with their twinkling
lights, but it is a spectacle that yields yet further rubbish and
environmental damage. The irony of a ceremony of expiation for
damage done to the ecology that the spirits guard and in which
they inhere, butr which itselt adds to the damage, seems lost on the
Thai people!

The very point of the spirit world is its inseparability from

the (ecological) processes of nature — in one sense they are the
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same. The modern consciousness separates them, and the realm of
the spirits loses its (ecological) depth — it becomes mere surface
in the sense described by Morris (2000, 2002) and reviewed
earlie. The question however is how such fundamentals become
superficial.

We can begin with the idea of memory. Halbwachs (1992), in
exploring the social and collective framing of memory, rejected any
Durkheimian notion of a reified or superorganic cultural memory,
instead looking at how social institutions and contexts made possible
certain memoties, encouraging certain recollections while discouraging
others (Legg 2005, p. 482). Stephen Legg cites Halbwachs as
intellectual context for the vast, seven-volume (1984-92) fieux
de mémoire (realms of memory) project of Pierre Nora (see, for
example, Nora 1986). These “realms” (also translated as “sites” and
“places”) emerge from dissecting memories of the (French) Republic,
then the nation, and finally France itself, and can be a celebrated
event, a name, a monument. The argument is thar these sites are

p now necessary because people no longer live in milieux de mémoire .
® (environments of memory). So, “with the rise of modernism and its @
attendant traits of globalisation, mediatisation, democratisation and
massification, modern media is substituted for collective memory.
What we have now is not lived memory, but reconstructed history.
To compensate for this lack, sites of memory have arisen” (Legg
2005, pp. 483-84, referring to Nora 1989).

Legg goes on to criticize the Nora project on the grounds of a
“melancholic nostalgia for ‘real environments of memory” and for
the unifying power of the nation-state” pervading the work (Legg
2005, p. 481). Applied to the “progression” of the urban villages
of Bangkok, the argument takes on some strength. The idea of
an “environment of memory” can usefully refer to the Nonthaburi
case in the present study; it is fading in the compromised case
of Thonburi; and by the time we reach Suan Luang it is clearly a
regime of constructed “sites” of memory. So we are back to Halbwachs’
notion of encouraging certain recollections while discouraging
others. How, and why?

-
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In exploring the idea of “the nation” as an “imagined community”,
Benedict Anderson (1991, pp. 199-201) draws attention to Ernest
Renan’s aphoristic observation that “the essence of a nation is that
all individuals have many things in common and also that all [must
already] have forgotten many things” (Renan 1947-61). Cerrainly,
as Legg (2005, p. 481) notes, “‘forgetting’, as a cognitive mishap
or active willing, has shadowed the theory of memory”. Anderson’s
point however is to emphasise the active willingness rather than the
cognitive collapse, and to link purposive forgetting to imagining,
and so is close to Halbwachs' concern with the social and political
framing of memory and imagining.

In Thailand there are ceremonies for the King’s birthday that
see a surface of quasi-religious shrines bedeck the city, flags and
bunting, glorious light shows, and military parades — the nation
itself becomes a surface below which one does not peer. The spectacle
is repeated for the Queen’s birthday. Loy Krazhong sees expiation
turned to fun, and Songkran similarly turns the idea of respect
into carnival, as the practices of everyday life are similarly elevated .
— albeit for a brief moment — to this plane where boundaries @
between diverse spheres are to be blurred. The world of the khlongs
departs from the ecological to become part of the “performative
state”, in Jacksons terms. There are however no monuments or
memorializing events (lGewx de mémoire) to the student massacres or
the political assassinations (Anderson 1998; Dovey 2001, and more
broadly Reynolds 2006); similarly the elevation (reduction?) of the
aquatic sphere to quasi-religious fun effectively takes the mind off the
destruction of that sphere and of the regional and national ecology
that modernism bequeaths.

Still to be dealt with is Legg’s insistence that the idea of “sites of
memory’, at least in Nora’s vast project, is pervaded by a “melancholic
nostalgia for ‘real environments of memory™ (Legg 2005, p. 481).
Legg quotes a “definition” of the nostalgic from Susan Steward (1984,
p. 23):

The nostalgic dreams of a moment before knowledge and self-
consciousness that itself lives on only in the self-consciousness of
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the nostalgic narrative. Nostalgia is the repetition that mourns the
inauthenticity of all repetition and denies the repetition’s capacity
to form identity.

While Steward’s observation might ring plausible, one must wonder
if the repetitions of Bangkok (the cult of Rama V, the endless
shrines to the King’s birthday, ritualized Loy Krathong) are perceived
alongside the loss of old spiritual and ecological milieux de mémoire
so that mourning becomes possible. Oy, instead, is the “reality” of
the surface the only accepted reality, as Jackson suggests (and as
reviewed previously)?

Boundaries and Boundlessness

We need to return to that earlier observation that the two over-riding
legacies of the modernizations of Rama IV and Rama V were the
thanon suppression of the old khlong-based aquatic world, and the
implementation of the title deed (chanod) system. The former has
been discussed above; the latter in the present era of Bangkok is
& manifested in the fences, walls, barriers against the khlongs, and fears &
of intruders that effectively determine the spadal character of Suan
Luang, the current trajectory of spatial change in the Thonburi case
study, and emerging fears in Nonthaburi (see Winichakul 1994).
The present surveys have certainly revealed the persisting memory
of thar previous time whose relics persist in the flowing, transparent,
unbounded space of Nonthaburi, and are recalled mournfully in the
accounts from Thonburi and Suan Luang. Also in this dimension
of urban space, however, we similarly find a reduction to the level
of surface.

Whereas the Suan Luang locality can be identified as “Sukhumvit
sol 777, that reference is to the great, structuring, west-to-cast Thanon
Sukhumvit that leads out of the city, effectively from Rattanakossin
to the eastern seaboard and ultimately o the Cambodian border, and
which determines the major direction of the city’s expansion. Inner
Sukhumvit and its network of sois is part of Bangkok at its most
frenetically urbanized, and it is here (and in the greater expanse of
urbanized Bangkok) that one confronts most directly the physicality of
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Thai space as unbounded (uncontrolled, disordered) and Thai reality
as surface. All land is subdivided, boundaries are established and
legally sanctioned, ownership is frequently contested (most violently
in the periodic raids on squatters or unwanted tenants), occupancies
are exclusionary, and nothing could be further removed from the
flowing, unbounded space described in Nonthaburi. However it is
in the uses of land that unboundedness reigns: any activity might go
anywhere, there is no zoning in the Western sense, and Bangkok is
a space of chaotic and improbable juxtapositions.

The drama of Sukhumvit arises in the effect of deep-rooted
cultural practices — the disregard for boundaries and regulation,
and the creative, even aggressive superimposition of surfaces over al/
space as it plays out to produce an entirely new form of urban
space. It is Michel de Certeau’s notion of spatial practices making
the city:

The ordinary practitioners of the city live “down below”, below

the thresholds at which visibility begins. They walk — an

elementary form of this experience of the city; they are walkers, .
Wandersmiinner, whose bodies follow the thicks and thins of &
an urban “text” they write without being able to read it (de

Certeau 1984, p. 93).

The city is made by the “walkers” and their everyday “spatial practices”
(Lefebvre 1991), and the power of Bangkok is in its revelation of
how an underlying episteme and culture will play out anew, in an
evolving, modernizing (post-modernizing?) world, to transform the
city, creatively, into something that is altogether new and unique. It is
the brilliance of the muddle, limitless contradictions and complexity
of everyday Bangkok.

It is however in the public realm that the transposition of
the unbounded presents its greatest challenges: the overlay of the
spiritual becomes less ordered, shrines appear and then disappear,
spirit houses are fewer but now in the most unexpected of places
(on roofs of high-rises, balconies, in “entertainment” venues), and
garlands, offerings, and displays of prayerful respect are far more in
evidence than ever found in the villages of Nonthaburi (the surface
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again supplanting — compensating for — the reality!). The religious
and the spiritual are not “passing away”, but vibrantly transforming,.
Again it is de Certeau’s argument of the micro-practices of everyday
life making the ciry.

Ambivalently merging with the spiritual is the royal: the ubiquitous
images of Rama V and of (the current) Rama IX, and the periodic
proliferation of royal birthday shrines (sites of memory, and “the
repetition that mourns the inauthenticity of all repetition”). Then
there are other, more profane overlays: the endlessly multiplying
street stalls, roadside kitchens and hawkers fragment and enliven
the space of the public realm. These multiple overlays are however
never distinct, nor are they ever completely separate from the “hard”
base of delimited allotments of defended private property. The
unboundedness is thus now between levels of both activity and reality
— between the layers, as it were.

The consequence of all this is that urban space is reduced w a
fantastic visual jumble — in effect to a surface in Morris's sense
— where it would seem an unnecessary and futile exercise to try to
discern “order”. And the reification of surface, in relation to both
khlong (the splitting of the spiritual from the ecological) and thanon
(the muddling of the issue of ownership and exclusion) can be
seen to serve elitist interests, of both the state and property capital
— everything might be permitted.

Conclusion

While the purpose of this paper has simply been to explore what
the idea of a regime of images and of an episteme of surfaces might
suggest about the progress of Thai modernity and the transformations
of Thailand’s urban space, it would nevertheless be remiss not to
speculate on where this acceptance of the superficial might be taking
the city, and on the possibility of an alternative.

If nostalgia is indeed the escape from the rupture of milicux
de mémoire, and if the surfaces of a spiritual realm divorced from
nature (that is, from its ecological “mirror image”), of spirit reduced
to consumerist entertainment, of Nation to cult, and modernity as
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surface displays of the imagery of capitalist consumption, then one
can only conclude that the links between surfaces and what lies
behind them are desperately in need of discursive reflection. But this
flies in the face of the episteme — “the love of the disciplined
surface”. Epistemes do however metamorphose — they have a
genealogy and a present trajectory. So while the Narion might remain
revered, the state is increasingly interrogated; misuses of the law of
lese-majesté are publicly debated; corruption (the previously unseen
realm of private venality) is now exposed and noisily decried;
an aggressive civil society relentlessly pushes out the boundaries
— for the flip side of the globalist-capitalist incursion is indeed an
expanding, demanding, increasingly educated middle class and civil
society. Missing still however is a vigorous discourse on eroding,
distorting greed and the violence of development (to do so would
be to attack “the family”), on the silence of religion in the face
of ecology compromised and nature destroyed (that would be
criticizing the monkhood!), on the quality of built environments
(the architects always seem to escape, and the landscape architects .
work for the elites), and on a singular lack of a dream of a better @
space of everyday life. This last is ultimately the task of the designers
— to show ways whereby “the back™ can re-invade “the front”, the
water world restored to life, and that profound Buddhist reverence
for nature re-connected to ecological realities. The £hlongs and their
transformation both physically and in discourse, we would argue,
hold a key. Another is to return reflectively to the epistemic concern
with being “caring and considerate”, politeness and kindness cited
previously, and to call for an architecture and urban design that once
again “offers alms” to a public realm and the spirits of (ecological)
nature. Above all the surfaces are to be seen, and revealed in design,
as surfaces — but now self-consciously and constructively! The design
disciplines however are severely compromised (comfortably bedded
with the elites and with capital), and trapped in the culture of
surface respect (it is vulgar to criticize!); even the university faculties
are silenced, as inadequate budgets compel academics to augment
salaries by joining the compromised.
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ABSTRACT

The phenomena of Bangkok turning into ‘a city of nowhere' have been explored through the longitudinal
study (from 2002 to 2009) of the areas alongside Nakhon Inn Road. Massive changes rapidly occurred due
to the emergence of this 60-meter wide highway are consequent to the loosing identity of place as well as
the beginning of an unsustainable cycle of city development. The transformations of settlements alongside
this road are explicated under three spheres of sustainable development, consisting of environmental,
economical and social. The paper indicates evidences of how the spirits of old community have survived
through the processes of urbanization. It also suggests what urban planners should consider in order to
preserve local communities

KEYWORDS

Transformation, Sustainable Development, Urban fringe, Reading place, Bangkok

1. INTRODUCTION

Over the past few decades, urbanization has continually expanded to the outskirts of Bangkok, following
the emergence of thanon (roads) and the expansion of land-based settiements. Nowadays, the suburbs of
Bangkok in people’'s understandings extend beyond the municipal boundary into the adjacent provinces,
consisting of Nonthaburi, Samut Prakarn, Pathum Thani, Nakorn Pathom and Samut Sakhon. Rapid
development and urban sprawls of Bangkok have caused the need to reduce traffic congestions in the
inner city; hence the Outer Ring Road project was initiated in 1978 to create bypass routes for the city. The
project started with the constructions on the West side of Bangkok (finished in 1995 and later in 2000),
followed by the East side (finished in 1998), and recently on the South (finished in 2007).

Since these highways have been completed, new developments have continually replaced old
settlements and thereby changed the scenic landscapes of suburban Bangkok. The phenomena of local
people selling their lands, housing estates replacing orchards and new commercial buildings taking over
local markets could be described as common (in many cases expectablel) consequences after such
highways were constructed. There is a concern if the continuum of these repeated occurrences would
destroy the uniqueness of locality and places in Bangkok. Lessons need to be learnt in order to prevent
Bangkok from turning to be a “city of nowhere”.

Nakhon Inn Road, a 60-metre wide highway built during the period of 2000 and 2003, was chosen as
a case study representing impacts from the development in Bangkok’s urban fringe. This paper focuses on
the transformations of areas alongside this road which have been massively changed over seven years
(from 2002 to 2009). The urbanization processes have resulted in the intermixed characteristics, with the
co-existence (indeed juxtaposition?) of old and new elements, gualities and values. While local

t This paper is a part of a research fully supported by The Thailand Research Fund.
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communities have been intruded and swallowed, they have also been under the pressures of finding ways
to survive their own identities. Hence it would be valuable to explore how these communities have changed
—what have survived, how local people have adapted their ways of living and how the changes of people’'s
values and beliefs would reform any new community identity

2. READING CHANGES OF PLACE

The idea of “reading and interpreting place” — how people perceive, shape and value their environment —
was the starting point for this research. Much literature indicated the importance of dynamic and changing
qualities in the conceptualizations of place and landscape (Gustafson, 2001, p.6; O'Hare, 1997, p.21).
Place connotes the idea of dynamic processes where physical and social constituents are continually
produced and reproduced by the interactions of humans and their surroundings over a period of time
(Gustafson, 2001, p.6). Through such constituting processes, social identity and meanings are thereby
constructed and attached to existential space (Brindley, 2003, p.61). This conceptual understanding is
consonant with the idea that place is changing according to transformations of culture and societies
(Walmsley and Lewis, 1984, p 160). At the same time, meanings and connotations of ‘place’ from people’s
perspectives are also modified and reconceptualized alongside transformations of physical existence.

The above understandings stimulate the idea that we need to read ‘place’ through its constituting
processes, which are continuous from the past through the present into the future (Eckbo, 1969, p.7). How
then can we read the constituting process of community? The dimension of time or temporal effects is
addressed as a very important factor, which should not be dismissed in the reading of community
formation, where meanings and affiliations are constructed through longitudinal and on-going processes
(Rivlin, 1987, p.28). We now face the dilemma of two dimensions of reading — reading change through
time, and through space (Tuan, 1977).

The author's previous research (in 2002) was the attempt to read Bangkok’s transformations through
the reading of three places — three communities in Nonthaburi, Thonburi and Suan Luang, which portrayed
different stages of urbanization (from a seemingly rural to a more urban area), were studied (Figure 1). The
reading of these places indicated that Bangkok’s development was moving towards community
fragmentation and diversification. It is questioned If any places in Bangkok would actually be developing in
the anticipated direction. Hence a reading on changes of particular places in Bangkok over time is thereby
a challenge task for this continuing research.

Though generally in research, a longitudinal study is a rare option for researchers to observe changes
of any places over a long period of time. Nevertheless, the researcher took the privileges from being able
to observe changes of Bangraonok village (one of the three cases in the former study) seven years ago. At
that time, Nakhon Inn Road was still under construction and villagers still had no idea how they would have
to adapt their lives once the road completed. Data observed during those times are valuable information
for a comparative study with those observed several years later

The current research comprises two scales of observation and data analysis. First (the macro scale)

is the physical observation of settlements alongside Nakhon Inn Road, particularly between the intersection
of the West Quter Ring Road and Rachapreuk Road. And second (the micro scale) is the physical and
behavioral observation of settlements in Ban Bangraonok (Bangraonok village) (
Figure 2(1-3)). Fifteen in-depth interviews of local people were also conducted in order to understand how
people perceive and have adapted their ways of livings. The first part was conducted in 2007 while the
second part was carried out in 2009. Additionally, mapping, diagram and content analysis of people’s own
accounts are used as tools to explicate the transformations of this area

The study of how this place has changed through times provides a ground for further speculation of
how this place is moving towards as well as brings the benefits to other places where the emergence of
roads become crucial to the future changes. In addition, the attempts to read place, meaning patterns and
processes of constituting place through time, would also create opportunities for the new invention to be
corresponding with or relating to the old.
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Figure 1: Map of the Bangkok Region, with locations of case study areas
Source: www bookingtothailand. com/bangkok html

3. THE EMERGENCE OF NAKHON INN ROAD

The outcome from several researches indicated that Bangkok has been developing towards a land-based
city since King Rama V period (r1868-1910) and the construction of road is one of the major causes of the
dramatic changes of the city (Sidthithanyakit, 1999 Smithies, 1993, pp.35-53). Correspondingly, the
evidence shows that the west side of Nonthabur had remained distinctive characteristics of residential and
agricultural areas for hundreds of years until the Outer Ring Road (a 70-metre wide highway) emerged in
1987. Before then, the scenes of houses along waterways surrounded by prosperous orchards (ban suan
rim khiong)' and colorful life along khlongs (waterways) were still commonly perceived.

The scenery of this area would have remain green, with only minor physical changes, if the Rama
Bridge and connecting roads had not been built. The construction of Rama V Bridge and connecting roads
were actually initiated in November 1999 in order to relieve traffics in the inner city of Bangkok (PWD,
2002). Rama V Bnidge, completed in June 2002, 1s one of the sixteen bridges in the Bangkok Region which
links the east and the west side of Chao Phraya River together. In order to create shortcuts from the
Nonthaburi to Thonburi, two huge highways were built in the North-South and the East-West directions (
Figure 2(2)). Thanon Nakhon Inn, a 12 40 kilometer-long road, creates a link between Thanon Tiwanont on
the East and the West Outer Ring Road (Thanon Kanjanapisek). Thanon Rachapreuk, a 17.92 kilometer-
long road, provides a link from Thanon Rattanatibet on the north to Thanon Petchkasem, a major highway
to the southern part of Thailand.

! This nostalgically held notion of 'ban suan rim khiong (house along waterway in orchards) has been perceived as distinctive
characteristics of Bangkok in the old days_ It has been used as marketing strategies for many housing estates in modern day. See
further discussions at (Neparatnarapomn, 2007).
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Aril Photograp taken in February 2007

~ ., Tha study area {micro scale)

Figure 2(1-3): Aerial photograph of the study area in 2001, 2002 and 2007 Ao Dangrmemale

Source: Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (Public Organization) (GISDA) ‘The study area {micro scale)

During the construction of Nakhon Inn Road, from 2000 to 2003, people living on both sides of the
road still crossed over each other and continued their ways of living as if there was not any obstruction.
Though the road was not yet finished, the business of buying and selling lands along this road already
started booming. Many large pieces of land were taken over by the land brokers and then further to the
real estate companies, waiting to be constructed once the road was opened.
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Until the road completed in 2003, the 60-metre width of the road had enormous Impacts to local
people’s lives, with great numbers of middle-income people moving in and massive buildings constructed.
Several concrete buildings taking over vast areas of orchards have completely changed the scenery of
both sides of the road (Figure 3). Nowadays, this area can be no longer described as “ban suan rim khlong’
(house along waterway in orchards). Rather, it has turned to be a typical scene similarly to other Bangkok
urban fringe, with linear shop houses and big signage along the huge highway and various styles of
modern housing estates popping up along the way

It was then the starting of the repeated story to other urban developments alongside highways in
Bangkok®. Our interest here is on changes occurred after the road construction and the survival of
community identity. The research was conducted with hope that something could be learnt through both
transforming and surviving processes. Mistakes in the past would be great lessons for future
developments in Bangkok and other big cities in Thailand.

The emergence of new roads and buildings in 2007

[ In_rew bidg_25may0?.dat
B In_msls bldg_25mayd7.daf
. In_new road_25may07.dxt
In_exis road_25may 17.def
In_canal_t1juned?_2_linshp
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Figure 3: The emergence of new roads and buildings in 2007
Source:  Author

4. OBSERVABLE CHANGES

Since 2003, Nakhon Inn road has become major route connecting Nonthaburi and the inner city of
Bangkok. Subsequent to the increasing use of this road in only a few years later, the areas alongside have
been dramatically changed in terms of its appearances, physical settings, land use as well as people’s
ways of living. By adopting the sustainable development framework (IUCN, 2006), changes are thereby
presented under the three spheres of sustainability, consisting of environmental, economical and social
changes.

4.1. ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

In 2002, Ban Bangracnok was indeed a good example of a ‘bang or water-based community. At that ime,
it still conveyed the nostalgically held notion of ‘ban swan rim khfong', where waterside settlements were
surrounded by the greenery of orchards._ It portrayed the image of a countryside village, where the notion of

* This phenomenon alse happened to the area alongside the Eastern Outer Ring Road; middle-income people moving into the new
housing estates and a lot of orchards being sold to the land brokers.
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chonnabot or ban-nok, literally meaning ‘rural area’, was an assemblage of traditional bans (houses),
extensive areas of suans (orchards), networks of khlongs (waterways) and a local waf (Buddhist temple),
and where only a few land-based ssitlements were built

The patiem of curvilinear settlements aleng the waterway has long been a prominent characieristic of
thiz village. In the old days, this area was mainly surrounded by prosperous orchards — the ditch and dike
pattern applied mostly to the green areas. Hence the infricate nefworks of waterways performed a major
rote linking other three important places in pecple’s everyday lives together, compnse houses (lived-place),
orchards (workplace), and Buddhist temple (recreational place).

The system of local roads, which connected all local temples togsther, was in fact the portrayal of
how social and cultural systems had been integrated in the way people construcied their own placs. On the
contrary, the strong axis of the highway tofally neglected these exisiing networks, rather concentrating
merely on how o make the shoricut effective. The new roads were therefore built on the east-west and
narth-south directions, superimpesing on the curvilinear netwoarks of khiongs (waterways), the systems of
lecal roads and the patterns of orchardz (Figure 4). lts gigantic width has divided the area into twa sides,
separating communities which were once connectad by the khlongs and obstructing villagers to visit each
other.

LRSI mnﬂf‘l-r.l"*.m?l’i-‘-“
§ | 4
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Figurs 4: The networks of khiongs (waterway), thanons {road) ana the new highway in Bangkruay distrct, Nonthaburi.
Scurce: Modified from the map surveyed by Bangkhunkong administration in 2000.

Since the linking =ystem of local road has been destroved, each thanon (read) becomes an exit to
Makhon Inn Road. The pattern of dead-end street was then applied to numbers of new setlements along
the highway. It was however the uniform pattern of housing estates that has actually changed the
characieristics of this place, from the harmony of linear setfements along &hlongs to the coexistence of
two contrast patterns of the unplanned and planned settlementz It would be interesting to study how local
people in these two types of community live and whether there is any social interaction between them.

Additionally, the increase of various types of buildings aleng Makhon Inn Road, such as commercial
buildings, factories, office buildings, shop houses, restaurants, housing estates, efc has made the land
price getting higher. Local people thersfore have gradually turnsd themseives from being orchard growers
to land seliers. The green areas, which were once prosperous orchards, are now left abandoned waiting to
be seld (Figure 5{1}). While many orchards are left messy, many alzo have been filled for further building
constructions. The changing landform from the furrowed surface to an elevated fiat lands has had impacis
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on a very few surviving orchards — orchard growers often blame housing estates for causing water pouring
into their low lands. Several cuitivators admitted that they lost attempts after fighting with annual floods
many years; they finally decided to eam more money by selling their lands.

Another oheervable change is the increase of water poliution. A few years ago, people were still able
io use water from the khicngs in daily life but nowadays, they can only use water to wash old rugs as it
becomes very dirty and smelly. The scene of children playing and people bathing in the canal are rarely
seen as they experienced iliness after using khlong's water. Besides, water pollution also affects the
lessening biodiversity of agualic animals and the prosperity of aguatic plants.

Figure 514 An abandoned orchard. sready been filled and waited 1o be sold (top lft). One of the khiongs which is neglected by
e new housing estate (top mght). The entrance of Ban Bangracnok with the scenery of huge signage and shop houses along the
highway {botiom left). The cosxistence of old and new setilements (kottom right).

Source: Author

4.2, ECONOMICAL CHANGES

In the past, khiong provides space for all zortz of activities in everyday life including commercial actvities —
there were many boats selling coffee, cooked food, vegetables, deserts, groceres and even noodles
passing by at different times during the day. People who live along khlongs had to go nowhere as
necessary things could be bought in front of their houses.

Since 2003, business along fhancons is increasingly popular as obssrved from numbers of stores,
restaurants and shop houses slong both major and minor streets. Mowadays, there are not many
commercial boats left as most people have changed their lifestyies, from staying mostly at home to going
outside the neighb:orhood. The local weekly markets at the temple are no longer villagers' favernte places
like in the cld days. Instead they like going to the air-conditioned supermarket (Lotus) and inland markst
(Rama Y markei) for the cheaper prices and ceoler temperature. Even the famous noodle boat that had
been selling in Khfong Bangraonck for over thirty years sfill moved to the shop house zlong Makhon Inn
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Road — the seller 2zid their business is much better though their old customers would no longer comes to
the new location. In this aspect, local businesses have enlarged the scale fo the wider marksts.

Another observable change is the opening of Rama VY market in 2005, only two years after the road
finished (Figurs 8(1). The happening of this market has totally changed the economic sysiem in this area —
it has now become a new magnet for both locals and travelers. This large market is crowded mostly on
weekend and night ime (Vpm fo 4am} when the cheap wholesale market is open. I suits the lifestyies of
those pecple living in the housing estates who prefer convenient siyle of grocery shopping. Mest products
are not from the local which is rather disappointing for city shoppers who thought they could get local fruits
and vegetables from the local market.

The new business emerging in this area is the renting business. In the pasi, most people would live in
their own houses and !ands; and very few would rent temgple's lands for living. After & few years of
economic booming in this area, a lot of labarz have increasingly moved inte the locale closing to their
workplaces, Hence the demands for cheap rooms for rent thereby comespond with the increase of flats
and residences in the inner areas (Figurs 6{2}.

Figure £{1-2): The atmosphere of Rama V market during the day (left).
An elevated land on =odd and the flat with rocms for rent at the background {right).
Seurce: Author

4.3. SOCIAL CHANGES

Corresponding to the two types of settlements, the curvilingar villages and the uniform housing esiates,
two differeni patterns of social lifestyles could alzo be observed comprise a traditional lifestyie along the
khtong and a modern lifestyle in the housing estates

4.3.1. A tradifional lifestyie along the khiong

The first group is a social netwerk of close relatives who live along the same khilong {waterway) — ail
villagers knows sach other very well and usually have social gatherings at each other houses or at the local
temples. In the past, khlong was signified az a major element for villagers — the first generation {great
grand parents) usually huilt their houses along the khiong while the latsr generafions would buitd their
houses next to their parents, cloger fo fhanon. The remnants of docks, ladders, pisrs, salas {pavilions),
verandas,_ and even posi-boxes observed ai almost every house on the khlong side indesd indicate the
significance of the kflong as one of the main enfrances even now.

Since Makhon Inn Road finished in 2003, road has become major route for transporiation — the new
highway which cut across the whole area makes the villages that were ance very far from the main road
become sasier and shorter to access. Although the roadside is still explained by most vilagers as the rear
of the houses, people commonly use thanon as the main access to their houses. Conseguently, several
new houses were built facing the local road with permanent fences and closed gates contrasting to the
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unbounded S|::‘£|:'.r.=:3 in the past. Such evidence could be described that thanon is perceived as increasingly
unsafe due to the increased numbers of pass-by strangers. It is worthwhile noted that the style of newly
built houses are similar te those found in the typical housing estates. This could be explained that modern
house seems to be perceived as “the house of dream” by new age people.

While numbers of new comers moving into the area is increasing, many local villagers are on the
other hand considering moving out. The emargence of Makhon Inn Road has made the local road sasy to
access; hence numbers of passengers who use this thenon as a short cut is therefore increasing
Consequently, local people have gradually developed the fesling of insscurity and unhomey whereas
evidence of thieves was described as increasing.

Khiong, on the other hand, remains everyday space though the frequency of uses is much less, Every
household has car or motorcycle ag it already becomes necsssary thing in fife while boats are left unused
in the dock without maintenance. Though a few people still row their boats to visit refatives and a iof more
to the temple during the Buddhist day, numbers of boats selling food have instead moved to the shop
houszes along the road serving more customers who pass by,

Besides, the interviews also explicated that most elders have stopped growing orchards whersas the
youngers mostly work or study in the city — many of them live in the city during weskday and come back to
their hometown during weekend or special Buddhist cccasions. Thers are only a few low-income people
who still work in the village as orchard labors, construction workers or motorcycle drivers, ste. In
Bangraonck, the only three families that still growing orchards are considered well-to-do — they are proud
of being cultivators and love doing if, nevertheless they have sold some of ther lands o earn money for
living but decided to keep their houses and orchards closer to their houses as asssats for their children.

Though physical environment has been alttered over the years, one thing that has never changed is
villagers' strong beliefs in Buddhism — local temple iz always crowded during every Buddhist day (Figure
T{1)). The ambiance of familiarity, unity and warmth could be perceived while people were helping sach
other performing ceremony {Figure 7{2)). In this aspect, local wal (Buddhist temple) still strongly perform a
major role in uniting villagers together.

Figure 7{1-2}: The ambience of Buddhist ceremany at Wal Fho-en (lefi)
and social gathering during the ceremany (right).
Source: Author

4.3.2 A modern [ifestyle in the housing estales

The zecond group is residences wha live in the modern housing estates. It is a road-orienied space where
all houses face thanon and people commenly drive. These projects were designed with aliempts to
construct sense of community, hence shared faciliies and public spaces are buitt for purposes of
recreations and social interactions. Land is approximately equally divided into blocks and residential

* See further discussions on the unbounded guality of Thai space and its transformatons at (Noparatnarapem, 2005}
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buildings are also built relatively in the same style. The houses in these estates are usually two-storey
concrets buildings surrounded by small gardens.

The slogan “good guality of life comes with good safety” has been frequently used in these housing
advertisements. Hence all sight housing estates. which were all located along Makhon Inn Road, have
extremely high secunty systems — visitors must get permissions from the owners before being able to
access these communities; visitors with no business will not get permigsion. Besides, all houses in these
estates are bounded with permanent fences and many are doubie projected with security alarm systems.

However, high safety often comes the ambience of guistness icity people cal it ‘peacefulness’ rather
it is ‘lifelessl) — very few people and activities could be observed on the inner streets (Figure 3{1)). Though
residences have paid for the shared facilities and infrastructures, they hardly had time to use public
spaces, .e. pocket park, playground, swimming pool, club house, etc. The neat and well-designed spaces
with good mainienance were most of the time |2ft emptiness except weekend afterncon when peogle were
free from work (Figure 8{2)).

Figure 3{1-2): Lifzless scene along the thanon (road) (left)
and in the public park {right) in the housing estate.
Source: Author

In this community, people use car to go everywhere — they hardly walk on the street or use public
transportations. Most people have city [festyle; they go to work during weekday and 1o the supermarket or
Rama V' markst for grocery shopping on weekend. When they are free from work, they prefer staying at
home or go outside the neighborhood. Some of them still visit the nearest wat on their special cccasions
such as birthday or special Buddhist Day. In this aspect, wat are indeed a gathering space for both groups
of people who live in the same arsa but have tetally different lifestyles.

5, DISCUSSIONS AND CONMCLUSION

The picturesque of Bangkok urban fringe has increasingly become similar in ferms of its appearances —
the zcenery of massive highway paralleled by linear shop houses with very few frees, the juxtaposition of
traditional and modern buildings in various styles and numbers of huge signage become typically zeen. It
then comeas to the quesfion of whare such places are developing towards and how we could prevent these
places from turning into placelessness. The reading of ransformations along Makhon Inn Road therefore
provides us great lessons for future city development.

As we read along the three cases in the former study, Nonthaburi, Thonburi, and then Suan Luang,
respectively, cne could see that the newly built land-based sefilements hawve increasingly invading the
traditonal water-bazed settlements. Varicus combinations of these two types of communities have indesd
created diversity of places in Bangkok. While phyzical environments were described as developing towards
betterment, social and mental connections were on the other hand perceived as down grading. In this
aspect, sense of communily ig rarely found in the urban area; instead communities are moving towards
fragmentation or in other words individualistic.
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The above study explicated that Nonthaburi over the past seven years hag also besn changing in the
same direction which is fowards the expansicn of land-based setflements. If we lock closely at Thonkuri
caze, the coexistence of old and new setfiements has constructed special characteristics for this place —
Each community has developed their different ways of dealing with space and perceiving place. While
khlong was still used for transportation and scme daily activities, wat siill perform a major rele of uniting
people in these two communitiss togsther.

For Nonthaburi present-day, the two types of communities (old villages along the khlongs and newly-
built housing estates) also coexist people in each community have completely different lifestyles, senses
of community as well as environmental perceptions. Similar to Thonkburi case, although people in sach
community lives separately and do not have social interactions, they still share the strong beliefs in
Buddhizm and perform ceremonies together at local wat. Besides, the decreasing uses and changing role
of khlong in Nonthaburi (though in a lower degree) was alse similarly observed in Thanburi.

Accordingly, it could be anticipated that, in the near future, Nonthaburi case could posszibly be
fransforming fo be cloge to Suan Luang case. In Suan Luang, urban area has almaost taken over the old
community. The increasing complexity of buildings, spaces, vegetation, residentz and aclivities was
observed at the same time as the disappesarance of greenery and degrading of activities along the khlong
and at the temple. The cld notion of “kan suan rim khiong® or houses aleng khiong in orchards remains
only nostalgically recalled in the minds of a few indigenous people, who siill live in this area. In this area,
most people hardly socialized — they lived in a completely enclosed space and rarely spend time in the
neighborhood.

Consequently, there is a greal concern if Bangkck confinues developing in this direction, how would
lgcal communities be able to survive? If data presented in this paper enables readers to speculate the
unsustainable development of Bangkok in the future, there is therefore an urgent fask to sustain
indigencus communities as well as to seek for possibilities to restore those ruined ones.

We have lgarnt from the study that physical changes with the lacking of consideration to the prior
ecological systems are major conseguent o the maodifications of economics and social systems in the
area. Congequences from environmental changes have had impacts on the adaptations of people’s ways
of living as well as the decrease of social connections and commercial activiies. The lesson from the
construction of Makhoen Inn Reoad alse tell us that the width of the road iz alzo an important factor
obstructing or even destroying the existing network. Hence appropriate scale for urban development
should also be considered in the planning and design. Monetheless, it is propesed that a consideration to
the existing (both vizsible and invizsible) networks before making any changes to the arsa would enhance
possibilities for people to sustain their environmental, economical and social networks.

Threugh the reading of changes, there is however an indication showing that old communities alang
waterways are able to maintain strong sense of community. This suggests that urban invasicn may have
high impact on changes of physical characterizstics but the spirits of this place are able to survive in form of
subsisted intangible qualities. The findings emphasize the significant role of local wat and khiong in the
surviving processes. These two places are key mechanizms that enable people to develop their sense of
place, sense of home, sense of community and thereby the deep connection to their place. It is therefore
important to maintain these two places in good condition - the evidence of its degradation either in terms
of its uniting rele or gquality of space for everyday life would tentatively be a sign for losing sense of
community.
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