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Abstract

This work presented a research on modeling of air pollutants from biomass burning activities in
the Lower Mekong River Basin Sub-Region(Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam). The aims of this
work were to study the dispersion of air pollutants released from biomass burning and their effects on air
quality. The emission inventories of air pollutants from other anthropogenic source such as transport and
industrial sector were prepared by using activities data and emission factors. While emissions of biomass
burning were estimated from the integrated model that developed from WRF-SD system of the Missoula
Fire Sciences Laboratory, Missoula, Montana, USA. This modeling system retrieved the processed near
real-time fire location from satellite image, meteorological data, and other data to model fire behavior
and estimated air emissions. The emissions from biomass burning and other activities were used for air
quality modeling by using WRF-Chem model. The results from this study revealed that transport sector
emitted air pollutants more than of industrial sector. In 2005, transport sector annually emitted nitrogen
oxides, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, particulate matter, and sulfur oxides 7.7, 4.3,2.0, 0.3 and 0.2
million tons, respectively. While industrial sector emitted at 0.3, 0.105,0.016, 0.66 itag 0.22 million
tons, respectively. The large forest fire episode in the upper part of the region during 12-21 March, 2007
was selected as a case study. The hotspot information shows clusters of forest fire near Thailand-Myanmar
border, Thailand- Laos’s border and the northern Vietnam. The amount of estimated release of CO, is
maximum at 91 million tons and 6.9, 0.75, 0.11 million tons for on CO, PM , and NO,, respectively
during only 10 days period. The modeled maximum concentrations of those pollutants are found over the
northern area of Laos and Vietnam, the area with moderate intensity of emission. This is due to the dense
smoke movement from the eastern Myanmar to the northern Laos and Vietnam. The validation between
the modeling data and monitoring data from air quality station is also performed. The results showed that
time series of those data have the similar patterns. However, the values of modeling data were mostly
lower than the monitoring. In general, the integrated models could perform all tasks and consider as an

efficient model. This model could be applied for monitoring the haze problem in the region.
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