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Abstract
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Herbal information is a special type of information dealing with medicinal herbs.
The Internet is an excellent source of herbal information. General-purpose search engines
are frequently used as a tool for finding herbal information on the Internet. However, it is
hard to find relevance and reliable herbal information. A set of technical terms for searching
herbal information is a major problem. Most Thai Web documents on traditional medicines
were written in Thai. It is hard to find the useful and unbiased information even well-trained
users. To solve these problems, Thai-enable search engine for herbal information
(THSearch) is constructed. We use three strategies to improve our searching: (1) a list of
useful websites and their links which are evaluated by a set of guidelines, (2) a Thai word
segmentation is used and technical terms both in Thai about herbal information are added
into the dictionary for improving the indexing process in Thai and (3) a set of synonyms for
local names is built for helping users from a lot of keywords of the same term. These local
names can be manually created or collected from KUIHerb, a collective intelligence system
for herbal information. KUIHerb provides herbal vocabulary which is dynamically and
confidentially applied for searching improvement on the Thai herbal search engine. Our
system is implemented using Linux TLE (Thai Language Extension) as an operating system
and mnoGoSearch as search engine software. The results show that Thai herbal search
engine is very useful and easy to use. It returns useful and reliable information by using a
query with a common name or local names of an herb.
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