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Abstract

Project Code : MRG5080232

Project Title : Formation and Transformation of Market Town along the Channel Network:
The Case of Kao Hong Market Town, Suphanburi

Investigator : Asst.Prof.Dr. Nawit Ongsavangchai,
Faculty of Architecture, Chiang Mai University

E-mail Address : nawit@mail.arc.cmu.ac.th

Project Period : 12 months

This research aims to clarify the formation of market towns along the channel network in
the Central Plains of Thailand, planning and development process of market towns and spatial
organization of their architecture, shophouses, by raising Kaohong Market town as a case
study, as a part of series of researches to discuss the formation and development of
shophouses in Thailand and Southeast Asia. Kaohong Market is a merchant town formed by
Chinese Shophouses in 1924 beside the Suphanburi River on the West of Bangkok. The town
used to be a hub for conveying rice from farmland to Bangkok to World market, after Thai
entered into the Bowring Treaty with England in 1855. Due to this treaty, Thai economy had
greatly expanded. In this period market towns gradually developed in the Central Plains of
Thailand by using channel network as a means of transportation, while shophouses were built
in these market towns as dwelling places and shops for the merchants. Kaohong Market does
not have different formation and transformation from the other waterside market towns, however
it has a unique town planning. Waterside market towns, in general, are planned parallel to the
waterway but all three sub —markets of Kaohong Market, Talad Bon, Talad Klang and Talad
Lang are located perpendicularly to the Suphanburi Rivier.

Due to the rapid development of capitalism in the country and convenience of
transportation and travel by roads, Kaohong Market turned into quite living place. However,
boom of tourism during last several years has made Kaohong Market shifts into the lively
market town again. This may be good news but the way Kaohong Market is rehabilitated is not
different from others famous tourist market towns at present. Whatever the development or
rehabilitation of physical or socio-economic standards to the market, Kao Hong Market should

be geared to self-sustained community in the long run, as the market used to be in the past.

Keywords : kaohong market; suphanburi; transformation; shophouse; channel network
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