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Abstract

Studies about history, culture and society of Southern Thailand such as Nakorn Srithammarat,
Songkla and Pattani in recent years have gathered interests from Thai scholars. This is partly
due to the political unrest in the three provinces in the South since 2003. From historical
perspective there is a new approach to look at this region from its local history instead of
looking from national history which focuses on center and periphery relation. This paper aims
to study the history of Nakornsrithammarat, Songkla and Pattani during the sixteenth to the
early eighteenth century, as an important trading port-polity in the Malay Peninsular. These
ports were visited by Chinese merchants from its early day and by Japanese merchants in the
sixteenth century. Given their commercial and diplomatic interaction, the Japanese and the
Chinese left some accounts about these places especially Patani, showing the ups and
downs of these polities as international port in the sixteenth to the eighteenth century. As a
view from outsiders, the data from the Japanese and Chinese sometimes had prejudice, but
they provide additional information about internal politics of this region and relations with the
Siamese, leading to a new argument about history in this period. This study aims to extract
information about the trade, people and history of the three polities from these sources. It will
analyze the viewpoint of the Chinese and Japanese towards these polities as well.
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