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UNARNEANIHIBDINGE

This research aims to study lexical and phonological variation and change in five Tai dialects, i.e.
Kam Mueang, Lue, Khiin, Phuan and Lao, spoken in Nan province by three different age-groups of
speakers. The comparison of phonological and lexical variation and change among the five Tai dialects is
included. The hypotheses on phonological and lexical change in these dialects in the future are proposed.
Besides age-groups, the domains of language use are used as factors in analyzing phonological and lexical
variation and change as well.

Lexical variation is found in all dialects and all three age-groups of speakers. Concerning lexical use,
7 types of lexical use are found, i.e. (1) lexical items used only by the 1" age-group, (2) lexical items used
only by the 2 age-group, (3) lexical items used only by the 3" age-group, (4) lexical items used by the 1"
and the 2" age-groups, (5) lexical items used by the 2" and the 3" age-groups, (6) lexical items used by the
1" and the 3" age-groups, and (7) lexical items used all three age—groups. In terms of patterns of lexical use,
the speakers of the five Tai dialects use lexical items in six patterns, i.e. (1) only “old lexical items” are used,
(2) only “adapted lexical items” are used, (3) only “loanwords” are used, (4) only “new lexical items” are
used, (5) only “other lexical items” besides those 1-4 patterns are used, and (6) some patterns in 1-4 are
used together. Factors of lexical variation in all five Tai dialects can be classified into two main groups, i.e. an
internal factor and an external factor, particularly language contact. The research findings lead to a hypothesis
that lexical change will tend to occur in each Tai dialect in the near future, starting with Lao, followed by
Phuan, and then Khiin, while in Kam Mueang and Lue, the progress of lexical change appears to be slower. In
terms of phonological variation, the findings show that in all five Tai dialects there are variations in some
consonants, vowels, and tones, especially in segments that are non-cognate with Standard Thai or the other
dialects in the study. It can be hypothesized that the change of some consonants, vowel, and tones may occur in
all five Tai dialects in the near future. Consonant and vowel change may mostly be induced by an external factor
while tone change may occur due to the two factors.

As for the domains of language use, the findings show that apart from their own first language, most
speakers of all five Tai dialects use other dialects/languages, especially Kam Mueang and Standard Thai. From
comparing the first language use, it can be concluded that Kam Mueang speakers use their first language more
than the speakers of Khiin, Lue, Lao, and Phuan in decreasing order of use. Concerning the use of Kam Mueang as
the second language of the speakers of Lue, Khiin, Phuan, and Lao, the findings show that Phuan speakers use
Kam Mueang more than the speakers of Lue, Lao, and Khiin in decreasing order of use. As for the use of Standard
Thai as the second language of Kam Mueang speakers and the third language of the speakers of the other four Tai
dialects, it is found that Lao speakers use Standard Thai more than the speakers of Lue, Kam Mueang, Khiin, and
Phuan in decreasing order of use. The findings in this research show that domains of language use can be used to
support the hypotheses of lexical and phonological variation and change in the five Tai dialects. It is demonstrated
that the lexical and phonological variation and change in all five Tai dialects have been influenced by Standard
Thai; and those in Lue, Khiin, Phuan, and Lao, in which the speakers use Kam Mueang as the second language,

have been obviously influenced by Kam Mueang.

Keywords | lexical variation, phonological variation, lexical change, phonological change, language use, Tai dialects, Kam

Mueang/Nyuan, Lue, Khiin, Phuan, Lao
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