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Abstract:

The present study aimed to investigate plasma levels of soluble thrombomodulin
(TM) in patients with acute ischemic stroke, and to correlate sTM levels with stroke
subtypes, stroke severity, and risk factors of stroke. Ninty-three patients with acute
ischemic stroke were enrolled, and blood samplings were carried out soon or within 24
hours after admission. Seventy-six elderly controls were enrolled. sTM levels in patients
(3.08+0.11 ng/ml) were significantly higher than in controls (2.57+0.19) (p < 0.05). sTM
levels were significantly higher in patients with cardioembolic stroke (3.786+1.26) than in
non-cardioembolic stroke (2.343+0.57) (p = 0.001). Stroke patients with sTM > 3.08
ng/ml had a chance of cardioembolism in origin at the relative risk of 5.313 (95% CI =
2.627-10.742). sTM levels were not associated with stroke severity, age, hypertension,
diabetes mellitus and other risk factors of stroke. sTM has a potential to be a stroke

marker although a larger study is needed.
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