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This paper aims to study the myths about the Mekong River as known among the Tai in
terms of the relation to their lifestyles, culture, and society. The researcher has collected myths
about the Mekong River in various communities located in the Mekong river basin including the ones
in and outside Thailand, namely Tai Yai, Lao, Black Tai, Tai Puan, Tai Yor, Tai Yuan (Northern
Thai), and Tai Isan (Northeastern Thai). The data collected is in the form of written documents, and
163 versions of oral literature.

The researcher has classified the myths about the Mekong River according to the Tai by
their content into four categories namely the myths which explain 1) birth and nature 2) the history of
the city and ethnicity 3) beliefs and rituals and 4) the biography of gods and heroes.

Moreover, the researcher has also studied and analyzed the roles and relations of the
myths about the Mekong River to the lifestyles and culture of the Tai through four categories of the
relations: 1) the relations to birth, landscape, and nature, which consists of the myths explaining the
origin of birth of all entities including the river (It should be noted that the myths about the birth of
the Mekong River can be classified into six story types namely ‘Tan who broke the stream
connection’, ‘The war between the two great Naga comrades’, ‘The unity of the Nagas’, ‘The three
sisters who quested for love’, ‘The fight of the five orphans’, and ‘The great watercourse made by
the ogre. Furthermore, there are also myths about geographic and toponymic features; myths about
all entities, nature, and important places; as well as myths about stone, salt source, and gold ore.) 2)
the relations to settlement, production, and foods which consist of stories about how to settle down,
fish and plant, life of the Mekong giant catfish and its being holy food 3) the relations to rituals,
beliefs, and Buddhism, which consist of stories about beliefs and rituals found in the traditional local
lifestyles including worshipping Phi Fah (a kind of spirit) and spirit of their ancestors who created the
Mekong River, worshipping the river spirit who guards the Mekong River, as well as local Buddhism
ways of beliefs and rituals, and using myths to create meaning about the Buddha’s river, and 4) the

relations to the physical, gender, political, and ethnic perspectives which consist of the analysis
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