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ABSTRACT
Aim. This study was undertaken to determine knowledge, awareness, and attitudes of HPV
infection and cervical cancer prevention among FSWs.
Method. Data were obtained by questionnaire survey. The questionnaire was divided into four
sections: (1) demographic background; (2) knowledge about HPV infection and cervical cancer
prevention; (3) awareness about risks of HPV infection, abnormal Pap smear, and cervical cancer;
(4) attitude towards Pap screening.
Results. During August 2008 to November 2008, 402 consecutive FSWs attending outpatient
gynecology clinic were recruited for interview. Approximately 85% of FSWs knew that cervical
cancer is the most common female cancer in Thailand but knowledge about HPV infection,
cervical cancer, and Pap smear were low. Mean knowledge score was 4.9 of 15 (median, 5.0;
range, 0-14). 246 (61.2%) FSWs had very low knowledge score (less than 5). Low education and
having no health insurance were independent predictors for very low knowledge score with an
adjusted odds ratio of 3.17 (95% CI, 1.99-5.05) and 1.97 (95% CI, 1.22-3.19), respectively. More
than half of FSWs were unaware of a higher risk of HPV infection and its consequences.
Common negative attitudes regarding Pap smear were fear of being found to have abnormal
results (27.9%), painfulness of the procedure (18.4%), and embarrassment (14.7%). FSWs with a
negative attitude were less likely to have had a Pap smear within the past 5 years than those
FSWs who had a positive attitude (64.4% vs. 73.2%, respectively).
Conclusion. Knowledge and awareness about HPV infection, cervical cancer, and Pap
screenings in FSWs is notably low. Low education and lack of health insurance are the
independent predictors for poor knowledge. The issues of effective interventions for promoting
knowledge, awareness, and positive attitudes are crucial and merit attention in future research.
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