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Abstract:

This research involved an examination of landscape art in Thailand. It aimed to analyse and categorise
different types of forms, contents and ideas, and to identify the distinctive aspects of Thai landscape art in
contrast to Western counterpart, which had major influence on Thai modern and contemporary art.

The methodology of this research comprised with three main parts: 1) an analysis of text and visual data
collected through documentary research, 2) visual documentation of art works in art galleries, museums, and
Buddhist temples, 3) studio visits and interviews with contemporary artists.

The research found that Thailand had the practice of landscape art as an autonomous genre with Thai
specific style before receiving influence of Western art. The significant example was found in a 17-18" Century
A.D gilded lacquer book cabinet, Wat Soeng Wai, School, Ayutthaya Style, which depicted trees, floras and
animals in Himmaphan forest, combined with delicate finesse of Thai ornaments. In modern and contemporary
art, the development of modern landscape art in Thailand took place after the establishment of Silpakorn
University in 1943. Thai artists studied landscape art systematically in Western tradition. The development of
landscape art in this period began with realistic approach, using Western perspective to create illusion of depth.
Then it developed to Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, Cubism and later Abstractionism. In the present, Thai
artists develop more complex ideas and use more modern techniques, such as Installation and digital media.
Despite Thai artists have adopted several styles and techniques from Western art, they developed their work in
later stage of their career by following their own idea and intuition in response to the Thai social, cultural and
environmental context. The distinctive aspects of their work reveal characteristics of Thai traditional art and Thai
way of life. In addition, many Thai artists base their ideas on Buddhist philosophy which is an integral part of their
life and informs the way they approach the landscape. From the analysis of artworks and artists’ ideas, this
research has categorised landscape art in Thailand as follows: 1) landscape art as a form of Thai traditional
expression; 2) landscape art as a symbol of social and political issue; 3) Landscape art that expresses Thai
idealized ways of life; 4) landscape art as an impression of nature and environment 5) landscape art as a
representation of an urban environment; 6) Landscape art in abstraction; 7) landscape art that expresses

environmental concerns; 8) landscape art as a means to express Buddhist philosophy.
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