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Abstract 

 

Project Code: MRG5180308 

Project Title: An Analysis of Forms, Contents and Ideas of Landscape Art in Thailand 

Investigator: Dr. Apichart Pholprasert, Chulalongkorn University 

E-mail Address: apicharr@hotmail.com 

Project Period: 15 May 2008 to 14 May 2010 

Abstract: 

This research involved an examination of landscape art in Thailand. It aimed to analyse and categorise 

different types of forms, contents and ideas, and to identify the distinctive aspects of Thai landscape art in 

contrast  to Western counterpart, which had major influence on Thai modern and contemporary art. 

The methodology of this research comprised with three main parts: 1) an analysis of text and visual data 

collected through documentary research, 2) visual documentation of art works in art galleries, museums, and 

Buddhist temples, 3) studio visits and interviews with contemporary artists. 

The research found that Thailand had the practice of landscape art as an autonomous genre with Thai 

specific style before receiving influence of Western art. The significant example was found in a 17-18th Century 

A.D gilded lacquer book cabinet, Wat Soeng Wai, School, Ayutthaya Style, which depicted trees, floras and 

animals in Himmaphan forest, combined with delicate finesse of Thai ornaments. In modern and contemporary 

art, the development of modern landscape art in Thailand took place after the establishment of Silpakorn 

University in 1943. Thai artists studied landscape art systematically in Western tradition. The development of 

landscape art in this period began with realistic approach, using Western perspective to create illusion of depth. 

Then it developed to Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, Cubism and later Abstractionism. In the present, Thai 

artists develop more complex ideas and use more modern techniques, such as Installation and digital media. 

Despite Thai artists have adopted several styles and techniques from Western art, they developed their work in 

later stage of their career by following their own idea and intuition in response to the Thai social, cultural and 

environmental context. The distinctive aspects of their work reveal characteristics of Thai traditional art and Thai 

way of life. In addition, many Thai artists base their ideas on Buddhist philosophy which is an integral part of their 

life and informs the way they approach the landscape.  From the analysis of artworks and artists’ ideas, this 

research has categorised landscape art in Thailand as follows: 1) landscape art as a form of Thai traditional 

expression; 2) landscape art as a symbol of social and political issue; 3) Landscape art that expresses Thai 

idealized ways of life; 4) landscape art as an impression of nature and environment 5) landscape art as a 

representation of an urban environment; 6) Landscape art in abstraction; 7) landscape art that expresses 

environmental concerns; 8) landscape art as a means to express Buddhist philosophy.    

 

Keywords: landscape art, environmental art, Thai traditional art, Thai characteristics, Environmental aesthetics 
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Picture 13:   8 
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Picture 15:     8 



54 
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Picture 21:   
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 5 . . 2442  

 . . 2525-2528 
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 (Bird-eye-view)  2  
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  (Linear Perspective) 
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  4  2484  
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 19 ...” (  (22), 2505:3-4,   2548:227) 

 

Picture 29:       

 

Picture 30:     

   

monochrome  (  , 2522) 
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Picture 31:      

 

Picture 32:      
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  (2549:104-105)  

 

 (Idealistic)  (Realistic) 
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... (  , 2549:105) 
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Picture 33:   “ ”, 2430   

 

 5  2   100  . . 

2425  7  150  
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Picture 34:   

     . . 2473  

. . 2519 
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   (Corrado Feroci)   
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  7 . . 2477 

 . . 2486  

  

 Perspective  Landscape 
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 50 , 2539: 274)    
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1.2  

1.2.1 
 

 
Picture 35:   , , 2525 , 175x340 . 

  

    2489-2491  

  

 

 “ ”, 2525   

1.75 x 3.40     
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 Aerial Perspective  

  

 

 

 

 . .2519 

  . .2523 

   

    . .2527-2530 

      

 

  

 

  Picture 36:     
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 Picture 37:   

 ,  

 , 120 x 150 . 

           Picture 38:   

             ,  

            , 150 x 200 . 
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Picture 39:   

 , , 2533 

, 103.5x127 . 

   

 1  3 

   29 ( . .2550)  31 ( . .2552)  32 ( . .2553) 
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   “ ”  1 

 31 . .2552 

 

   David  Michelangelo  Renaissance  “Olympia”  

Edouard Manet  Impressionism  
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Picture 40:                                                         Picture 41:                                                  

 , , 2552                               , 150 x 200 . 

 

      
Picture 42:   

 

   “  2”, 2550 

 1  2550 
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3.  

4.  

 

 

   

 

  

   

   

  . .2513   3 

  . .2513-2516 

 99% . . 2517-2546    50%  50%  

2546  80% 

   

 

   (Hard-edge and 

geometric painting)  

 19  20 

  Abstract Expressionism  Minimalism 
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Picture 44:    . . 2513 – 2548 
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Picture 45:   ,  “ ”  , , 90 x 120 . 

 

   

     

“ ”, 2524  2  5 . .

2524   
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Picture 46:   

 , , 2524 

, 130x160 .

  

 . .2531 

 

 

 

  

 

 ( ) 

 

 

 Color field painting 

 Hans Hofmann  Mark Rothko 

 1950s  
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 Picture 47:   

 , Untitled, 2551 

 , 40 x 90 . 

 
     Picture 48:   

     , Untitled, 2551 

    , 70 x 90 . 

 

 

Picture 49:   

Hans Hofmann The Gate, 1959-1960  
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         Picture 50:   

          ,  2, 2551 

          , 100 x 80 . 

Picture 51:   

 , Untitled, 2551 

        

        Picture 52:    

    “  2” 
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                                                             Picture 53:  , , 2538 

                                                               , 120 x 170 . 

   

  

      

9  “ - ” . .2553 
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 “ -  1”, 2553  “ -

 8”, 2553 

           
              Picture 54:   , -  1, 2553 

                                 , 115 x 205 cm. 

 
                     Picture 55:   , -  8, 2553 

                                         , 115 x 240 cm. 
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 14  2516    

  

 “  ”, 2516  5.7 x 2.3  (Poshyananda, 1992) 

 
Picture 56:    “  ”, 2516 , 200 x 500 . 

 

 2 

 1  

(Poshyananda, 1992:161)   

    

   

  

 

  “  

     ” (  

Poshyananda, 1992:162) 

 “ ”, 2519 

  

 6  2519  
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Picture 57:   

 , , 2519 

, 135 x 165 . 

 

 “

”, 2521     

 

   

   

  

   

(2539)  Surrealism   
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Picture 58:   

 , , 2521 

, 98x129 . . 

 “  1”, 2552    

  

 

 

 

 

Picture 59:   

 ,  1, 2552 
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Picture 60:   

 , 

, 2524 

 

 “ ”, 2524 

     

 ( ) 

 

 (  , 2539:70) 
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Picture 61:   

 , ,  2524 
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 6  2519  

 

  

   

    

 

 

 

  “ ”  80 

  

 

 “ ”, 2537     

Surrealism 
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Picture 62:   

 , , 2537 

, 115x134 . 

 

   30 

  

“...      ...” (  10  2553) 

  “   ”, 2539 

 

 2 x 4   
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Picture 63:   

 ,   , 2539 

 

 1  . .2538    “ : 

”  38  

 11 
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“... 
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...” (  , 2538:40) 

“... 

  

  

 

 

...” (  , 2538, 107) 

  

Impressionism  

(Romantic)  

(Langmuir and Lynton, 2000:604) 

  

 

 

    

Surrealism    

 . .2511   

 

   “ ”, 2550  4  

 

 80  
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“  

 

” (  , 2551) 

           
              Picture 64:   

               ,  1, 2550 

              , 130 x 100 . 

 
Picture 65:   

 , , 2535 

, 100 x 120 . 

 
Picture 66:   

 , , 2549 

, 135 x 165 . 

 
Picture 67:   

 ,  2, 2550 

, 130 x 130 . 

 

  “ ”, 2549 
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  “ ”, 2535 

 

    

    

   “ ”, 2550  

 

  

  

 

 “...   3  

 6     

 

 3  

 Surrealist   

Surrealist  Sigmund Freud…” (  21  2553) 

 Surrealist   

   (Salvador Dali) 
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 Surrealism 

  

    Surrealist 

 

 3    

1.   

2.

  

   3.

  

 

 

    . . 2516  

2519   . . 2535  

  

  “ ”, 2535 

 1.8 x 5.4  

     

“  2”   
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Picture 68:   

 ,  , 2535  

,180 x 540 . 

  226   , 

2552 

 

 “ ”, 2526     2 

  29 . .2526 

 

  

  

 

 

      (2540: 164) 
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       Picture 69:  , , 2526, , 78x106 . 

 “  2”, 2528   

  

  

   (2539:105-106) 

  

Salvador Dali  Surrealism  

 

Picture 70:   

 , 

 2, 2528                   

 , 110x140 . 
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   1 

 26     

 

   

“ ”  

   

“...  

...  

  “

 

”…” (  , 2552) 

 

Picture 71:   

 , , 2523 

, 61.5x51 . 
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”, 2552 

 

 

 (  , 2552) 

 
Picture 72:   

 , , 2552 

Photograph/video 2009 

 “Two Planets”, 2551  

Millet, Van Gogh  Manet  

 

     “Two Planets” 

  “ ” 

   

  

 “ ” 
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 (  , 

2552) 

 
Millet’s The Gleaners and the Thai Farmers 

Photograph/video 15 min. 2008 

Manet’s Luncheon on the Grass 

and the Thai Villagers 

Photograph/video 16 min. 2008 

Van Gogh’s The Midday Sleep and the 

Thai Villagers 

Photograph/video 18 min. 2008 

Picture 73:    Two Planets, 2551 

   (Installation Art) 

    “

”, 2540 

   

   “

”  5.6x2.4x1.2  

 11x16 . .  660 

  

  “ ” 
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 “ ”  “

”  (  , 2540) 

 

Picture 74:   

 , , 2540 

 

 

( )  

( ) 

 

  

   

 Border Crossing Art Project 

   

 /   

  (Collaborative)  3   3  

   

   ( ) Wendy Grace Allen (New Zealand)  Helen Stacy 

(Australia)  2553 

 2553  . .2554  
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 3    

 1   

E-mail  2   

  2   

  E-mail 

 2   

  2  

     

 
          Picture 75:   Border Crossing Art Project 
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 /   

  (Originality) 

   (Authenticity)  

  

 

Picture 76:    Immediate Nostalgia, 2009 

80x160 cm Digital collage printed on canvas, Overlaying with acrylic paint 
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Picture 77:    The Unsettled Impermanent Land, 2009, 67cm x 108cm, 

Digital Manipulation, Acrylic and Sand on Canvas 

 

   Immediate 

Nostalgia, 2009    

 

 

 

 (Nostalgia) 

 (Space and Time)  

 The Unsettled Impermanent Land, 2009 

 Helen  Wendy 

   Aborigine 
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 The Border Crossing 

  

 

   “ ”  

   Bird-

Eye-View  “Satellite-View”  

 (Animation)  

 “Social Fundamentalism”, 2552 

    

     

 

 

   

 Animation  15  2  

   

   
Picture 78:   , “Social Fundamentalism”, 2552,  Animation 
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   Effect  

 

 

  

  

   

     

    “  ”, 2552 

 2 x 2.75   

 

 

    

 

    

“  
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   ” 

 

 

Picture 79:   ,  , 2552 , 190 x 230 . 

 

 “Twilight Garden”  1 

  . . 2553 

  

  ( ) 
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Picture 80:   , Twilight Garden , 190 x 200 .
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3.  

   

   

  

  
  

 “

 ...   

 ” 

( , 2552:43) 

  

    

 

 (  . . 2500-2510 ) 

  (Modernism) 

 Impressionist  19  1950s 

 Abstract Expressionism  Postmodernism (Preble, 1994)  

 

 

   

“ ”, 2502     
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            Picture 81:   , , 2502  

            , 61.5x246 . 

 

    “ ”, 2503 

 1   11 

  

 . . 2545    

 

 

  (Pholprasert, 2006) 

 

    

Picture 82:   

 , , 2503 

, 89x109 . 
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  “ ”, 2524  1 

 27 . .2524  

 

  

 “

     

” (  4  2545) 

 

  Paul Gauguin  

Gauguin   

   “

...

  

 ...” 

     Gauguin 

 

 (Poshyananda, 1985:85) 
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Picture 83:   

 , , 2524 

, 60x40 . . 

 

 

   

 

       

“  1-2”, 2547 

      

  18  2545 

   Marc 

Chagall, Joan Miro  Wassily Kandinsky 
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   “  

   

,  ” (Poshyananda, 1992:205) 

 

       
Picture 84:   

 ,  1, 2547 

Gouache on Canvas, 100 x 100 . 

Picture 85:   

 ,  2, 2547 

Gouache on Canvas, 30 x 40 . 

 

    

 20  

 “ ”  

 

   

     

  

“...  

     

    ...” (  

, 2544)  
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“...  

   

      

 …” (  , 2544) 

 

  “   ” 

(  10  2553)   

    

 “...   

   ...” 

 (  , 2546) 

    

Picture 86:   

 , , 2548 

, 50 x 50 . 
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Picture 87:   , , 2547 

, 50 x 70 . 

Picture 88:  , , 2548 

, 100 x 130 . 

 

   

    . .2539 

 “ ” 

   

Post-Impressionism  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 (  15  2544  28  2553) 
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     Picture 89:   , , 2533 

     , 130 x 170 . 

 Picture 90:   , , 2533 

, 140 x 180 . 

           
     Picture 91:   , My Garden 2, 2007 

     , 90 x 150 . 

Picture 92:   , My Garden 3, 2007 

, 130 x 110 . 

  

   

 2540      
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                  Picture 93:   , , 2537 

                  , 100 x 120 . 

Picture 94:   , , 2537 

, 80 x 80 . 

 

   

  

 

  “The Same Old in Something X”, 2530 

   4 . .2530 
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Picture 95:   

 , The Same Old in 

Something X, 2530 

, 69x107 . . 

 

  

         

  4 

 2552  

   

    

   “ ”a8, 2537 

 16 . .2537 

 

Picture 96:   

 ,  a8, 2537 

, 107x130 . . 
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  “ / / ”, 

 , 2550    

“...  

      

...” 

“..   

 (Etching)   

   

 

    

...”  

   

“Symbol of Life/1”, 2536  

“...   

  “ ” 

  

    

      Symbol of life No.1  2536 

...” (  , 2550) 
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 (  , 2550)  

 . .2549  

 

 

 Surrealism      

   “ ”   

 2  

 

 

  

 

     
Picture 97:   , Symbol of Life/1, 2536 

Etching, 50 x 75 .  

Picture 98:   , 

Change 1/1998, 2541  

Etching, 100 x 80 . 

Picture 99:   , 

, 2550 

, 145 x 125 . 
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 “ ”, 2538     3 

 41 . .2538 

 

 

 

 

Picture 100:   

 , , 2538  

, 90x152 . 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 Impressionism  
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 “ ”    

(  8  2552) 

 
 Picture 101:   , Boat Life 

 , 150 x 600 . 

    
  Picture 102:   , Raining Season                             Picture 103:  , Warm                                  

  , 120 x 200 .                                                               , 120 x 200 . 
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“...  ...

      ...   

” (  Reformation, 2548) 

   

 “  ” (  6  

2552)  

   

  

 

 

 

Picture 104: 

 , At the 

Pond 

, 

60 x 75 . 
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    Picture 105:    
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4.  

  

 Impressionism, Realistic   

 

 

 Impressionism 

 . . 2489-2499 

 

  

 Impressionism, Post-Impressionism  

Cubism  

  ,  , ( ) ,  

,  ,  ,  ,    

     

 

 Impressionism  Post-Impressionism   

  Vincent van Gogh    

 Cubism  
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Picture 106:  , 

, 2494  

, 46x57 . 

                 Picture 107:  , , 2494 Picture 108:  ( ) , The 

Beauteous Garden, Tokyo, 2485 

, 52x45 . 

                                 
                         Picture 109:  , , 2497 

                         , 70x101 . 

Picture 110:  ,  ( ), 2498 

 , 61x82 . 

                                        
                       Picture 111:  , , 2497 Picture 112:  ,  ( ), 2492 

, 114x90 .
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 Impressionism  

 

 Impressionism  

(     , 2540:54)  

   Impressionism 

     1890  “ ” 

 

  Impressionism 

  

 Impressionism   Impressionism 

   Impressionism 

 

  Impressionism  

 “Thai Impressionism” (Poshyananda, 1992:68)  

 

       . .2501-

2506   Impressionism  

  “  8”, 2527 

 6 . .2527   “  

8”  

Impressionist  Paul Cézanne  10-20  
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Picture 113: 

 ,  8, 2527 

,  125x200 . . 

 

    9  2552  

  

      

    

  

   

  

 

  

    

  

   6-7  
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        Picture 114:  . . . 120 x 260 . . 

 

Picture 115:  , , , 140 x 500 . . 

 

     

  Impressionism 

 10    

“  

  

” (  , 2545)  
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“     .  .  

...

” 

 

Impressionism   

Monet  

 

 Impressionism  

  Impressionism  

   

 (     9  2552)  
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Picture 116:  ,  

, 140 x 160 . 

Picture 117:  ,  

, 140 x 200 . 

      
Picture 118:  ,  

, 140 x 200 . 

Picture 119:  ,  

, 100 x 192 . 

 

   2518 

  Impressionism 

 

 

  

 

. .2550   
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“  40  

  

  

 

     

 ” 

 

   
Picture 120:  

 ,    1, 2549 

 , 90 x 150 . 

Picture 121: 

 , , 2548 

, 80 x 120 . 

   
Picture 122: 

 , , 2548 

, 90 x 150 . 

Picture 123: 

 , , 2550 

,  100 x 150 . 
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 Impressionism      

23  2553   

  Impressionism 

    (Pierre-August Renoir)   (Claude 

Monet)   (J.M.W. Turner)  

 . .2542 

 

    

 

  “ ”, 2542 (  , 2542) 

                   
                 Picture 124: 

                  ,  2 

                 , 50 x 60 . 

 
 

Picture 125: 

 , 1, 2553 

, 150 x 300  . 

 

 

    . .2547  
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  Allen Carlson (2002) 

 5 

 

 

                 
           Picture 126: 

           , , 2553 

          , 80 x 100  . 

Picture 127: 

 , 1, 2553 

, 80 x 100  . 
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Picture 128: 

Georges Seurat, A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande  

Jatte, 1884,  Oil on canvas, 207.6x308 cm 

 
Picture 129: 

Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night,1889 

Oil on canvas, 73.7 x 92.1 cm 

 Impressionism  

     

 Georges Seurat 

   Paul Cézanne “

, - ” (Road Before the Mountains, Sainte-Victoire) . . 1898-1902  Cézanne 

 (Formal Structure) 

 (Structured Clearity of Design) 

 

 

 (Preble, 1994:365-367)  Vincent Van Gogh 

  Van 

Gogh 
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    Impressionism  “

”, 2535 

  

  

 

Impressionism  (Pierre Auguste 

Renoir)  2.75 x 2.03  

 

 

Picture 130: 

 , , 2535  

, 275x203 . 

   “ ”  

Impressionism  
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  3    

  

 

  “

” 

  

 

  

 Impressionist  

 

  (  29  2553)  

    
Picture 131: 

 ,  3, 2551 

, 1.5 x 2  

Picture 132: 
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   Impressionism 

 Impressionism 

 

 2  2552   

“...   

  

 

   

 

   “Back to the 

Original”, 2006  “Print in India, Buddhist Kingdom”, 2008  “Colours of Faiths, 

in India”, 2008  

 

...” 

 

“...   

  

  4  

 ...”  

(  “Print in India”  . ) 
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“...  

”      

(  , 2550) 
 

        
Picture 133: 

 , , 

, , 2549 

, 33 x 42 . 

Picture 134: 

 ,  4, , , 2549 

, 31 x 41.5 . 

           
Picture 135: 

 , , , 

, , 2549 

, 19.5 x 27.5 . 

Picture 136: 

 , , , , 2549 

, 34 x 49.5 . 
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Picture 137: 

 ,  

   

Woodblock Print (Water-based Color) 

80 x 54.4 cm. Edition of 9 ( ) 

 

Picture 138: 

 ,   

 

  

 

Screenprint (Water-based Color) 

80 x 41 cm. Edition of 14 ( ) 

 

 

    

 “  2”, 2524  

 1  27 . .2524 

  

 

   

  

 26  2553   
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  Picture 139: 

 2, 2524                                                  

Picture 140: 

 1, 2004 

, 60 x 80 . 

                 
            Picture 141 :                                                                      Picture 142:                                                        Picture 143: 

             1, 1999 , 125 x 170                           ( ), 1998                                    1,1986      
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 (     

, 2549)   

   

 2  . .2532  2539 

 (Space) 

   

   

   

  

 

 

  

 “ ”  “ ” (  4 

 2552)    
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Picture 144: 

 , 

, 2549,100 x 105 . 

Picture 145: 

 , 

, 2548, 85 x 100 . 

Picture 146: 

 , , 2549 

60 x 70 . 

 

   

  “

”   

      

 (Photorealism) Photorealism 

 1960s   

 

  (Langmuir and Lynton, 2000:490) 

 

  

 

   

 “ ”  
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 Impressionism 

  
                                             Picture 147:  ,  

 

 
                                                     Picture 148:  Impressionism   
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  “ ” 

 

 

     
Picture 149: 

 , , 2547 

, 60 x 50 . 

Picture 150: 

 ,  1, 2547 

, 80 x 10  . 
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 ” ”   

 

 

  Naturalism 

 ,     

      

 (Photorealism)  

 Naturalism 

   

“ ” (Realism)   Realism 

 “ ”  “ ”  

     “The Stone Breakers”, 1851  

Gustave Courbet   (Langmuir 

and Lynton, 2000:490,581) 

 Naturalism 
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Picture 151:    
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Picture 152: 

 , , 2544  

, 90 x 120 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 153: 

 ,  

, 110 x 150 .

 

      

 

  (  )  
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 “  4”, 2531  

  

10 . .2531  

 

Picture 154: 

 (  ) ,   4, 2531 

, 50x70 . 

 

   “   2-84”, 2527  

 

  

 

  3 

 31 . .2528  

 

Picture 155: 

 ,   2-84, 2527 

, 89 x 76 . 
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     “

”, 2537  

 

   

 

Picture 156: 

 , , 2537 

, 160x140 .  

 

  “ ”, 2539 
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Picture 157: 

 , 

, 2539 

, 200x280 . 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

    
Picture 158:  ,  

, 60 x 60 . 
Picture 159:  ,  

, 40 x 40 . 
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 19  Pre-Raphaelite  

   William Holman Hunt, 

“Our English Coasts”, 1852 

 19    

 

   

 Surrealist   (2539) 

  

 

 (Commercial Art)  (Decorative Art)  Phillips 

(1992:29)  (...

landscapes such as Uab’s to be among the most versatile of decorative items…)  Phillips 

 

 Phillips  “Thai Hallmark Card Art” 

   

   

 (Sentimental and Soporific) 

 

  

  “  ...

...
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”    “   

 

” ( -   72 ) 

 

Picture 160: 

William Holman Hunt, “Our English Coasts” 

(Strayed Sheep), 1852 

 

 

    

   
Picture 161: 
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 Phillips  

 

  

  

  

  Phillips 

 

     

   

 

    

 

 

 

Picture 162: 
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