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Abstract

Popular music always reflects the society and the culture of each country. After
conducting this study, the researcher discovered that the Thais had a very little knowledge
about the popular music of their neighboring countries. The purposes of this study were to
compile information and knowledge of popular music from Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam; and to
draw the relationships between Thai popular music and the music of those countries in terms of
social and cultural contexts. The data was collected from documents, people in the music
industry and its audiences, media and concert. The study showed that the popular music from
the Greater Mekong Sub-region Countries shared some characteristics. First, it is influenced by
music of the USA and the UK, combined with their own traditional music and cultures. Second, it
is produced by adopting it from their neighboring countries. Third, it is reflected by the kind of
popular music played in other Asian countries via broadcast media. Fourth, it is deemed to
preserve their identity and finally, it is marked as a common feature of the region. While the
popular music from those countries presented modernity, they however maintained their cultural
identities and reflected local social issues. Thailand and its neighboring countries such as Laos,
Cambodia and Vietham had certain unified similarities in terms of music. lronically, their

relationships at present do not reflect this.



