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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to (1) study the process of self-reliant
community planning of original model communities in the central region of Thailand and
experimental communities in Bangkok. (2) compare the method of planning between
original model communities and experimental communities (3) identify problems and
obstacles in the development and planning of the two geographic areas. (4) propose
guidelines for efficient planning processes. (5) propose the ways to implement self-
reliant community plan successfully were suggested.

Data were collected by in — depth interviews with four groups of persons
who were concerned with self — reliant community planning : twenty seven interviewees
from the three original model communities in central region, eighteen interviewees from
the experimental communities in Bangkok, four representatives from government
agencies and three lecturers from major public universities.

Research findings revealed the following :

1. The general planning process of the prototype model communities

and the experimental communities were similar.



2. There were some differences in the methodologies used for the
planning process, for instance, trainers, stakeholders, monitoring and evaluation teams.

3. Problems of planning comprised a lack of knowledge and
understanding of the techniques of data collection, verification of collected data, a lack
of community-minded volunteer leaders, a lack of technical planning and development
knowledge and lack of attendance at community forums.

Obstacles of planning comprised a lack of financial support, poorly
conceived intervention by government agencies and a lack of the integration of self-
reliant community planning into local development plans.

4. Successful guidelines for self—reliant community planning were found
to consist of two important concepts. (1) The concept of activity-utilization informing self-
reliant community planning. (2) The concept of learning process-creation was directly
linked to the process of planning.

5. The ways to implement self-reliant community plan successfully
were created by initiative learning process, more allocated finance, supported
technical planning and volunteer leaders training program by government,
integrated its into local development plan, developed based on economic and social
context of each community, as well as incorporated self — sufficiency economy for

implementation.
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