Abstract

Fagaceae (beech family) includes 7-12 genera and 600-1000 species
distributed worldwide. In Thailand, this family comprises four genera: Castanopsis (D.
Don) Spach. (chestnut, mostly evergreen, 33 species); Lithocarpus Blume (stone oak,
mostly evergreen, 56 species); Quercus L. (oak, mostly deciduous, 29 species); and
Trigonobalanus Forman (evergreen, one species). In this study, twenty-four species
were investigated: nine Castanopsis, six Lithocarpus, eight Quercus species and
Trigonobalanus doichangensis. The plants understudy were from Khun Mae Kuong
Forest in Doi Saket district, Chiang Mai province. All samples were collected in the field,
representing three types of habitats, i.e. hill-evergreen forest and hill-evergreen forest
with pine, both at relatively high elevation (1000-1800 m), and dry-deciduous forest at
altitudes below 800 m. At each location, 5 — 30 m tall and 30 — 100 m apart, were
randomly selected, marked with identification number, and local names recorded
together with their position/map within the forest. Leaf buds, and flower buds if
available, from individual trees were collected for chromosome isolation. Twigs with fully
grown leaves, fruits (acorns) and flowers were collected for taxonomic identification and
kept as voucher specimens. The species belonging to Castanopsis, Lithocarpus and
Quercus were found to be generally diploid with the chromosome number 2n = 24, and
the basic number x = 12 was confirmed in a number of species with meiosis. On the
other hand, T. doichangensis was found, by both mitotic and meiotic analyses, to be
diploid with 2n = 14 and x = 7. Chromosomal mapping of the highly repetitive 18S-25S
and 5S ribosomal genes by fluorescence in situ hybridisation (FISH) was performed.
Most species showed four 185-25S rDNA sites (two pairs) and two 5S rDNA sites (one
pair: para-centromeric locus). On the other hand, two species, C. argentea and Q.
brandisianus, had only one pair of 18S-25S rDNA genes. In general, the ribosomal
gene maps based on both sequences together can be used to support the taxonomic
classification, at least at the genus level. In Castanopsis, the 18S-25S and the 5S
genes were localized on three different chromosome pairs, and comprised species-
specific maps. On the other hand, the ribosomal genes in Lithocarpus and Quercus
were found only on two chromosome pairs, because one of the two 18S-25S rDNA loci
was localized on the same chromosome as the 5S rDNA locus. Based on this ribosomal
FISH mapping, T. doichangensis appears to be closely related to the oak genera
Lithocarpus and Quercus. The FISH markers may be used to clarify discrepancies

arising from morphological assessments.
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