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Abstract
Project Code : MRG5280036
Project Title : From Epistemology to Methodology: Phenomenology in Architecture
Investigator : Dr. Sant Suwatcharapinun
E-mail Address : sant_s@mail.arc.cmu.ac.th

Faculty of Architecture, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand
Project Period : 16 March 2009 — 15 March 2011

This research aims:
1. to investigate how “Phenomenology” has influenced on architecture both in the theoretical
and in the practical level
2. to conceptualize and categorize ways of using “Phenomenology” in the literature, academic
writings, and architectural researches in Thailand
3. to clarify what the conditions we need to be aware of when “Phenomenology” is used as a

research framework, a methodology, as well as methods to conduct the research

Keywords: Phenomenology, Methodology, Identity, Place, Architecture

Within the multi-disciplinary approach, “Phenomenology” has been brought to the
architectural discipline, such as for capturing the experience in space, for conducting a research
fieldwork related to history and memory of the people and in the particular site, and somehow those
information has also been used as a part of design materials. Yet, such knowledge has not been
discussed that much or used without knowing the vital conditions. This research aims to investigate
how “Phenomenology” has influenced on architecture both in the theoretical and in the practical
level, and also to clarify what the conditions do we need when we use “Phenomenology” in a

research methodology as well as in a design process.

This research is based heavily on the selected primarily literature of three Thai researchers:
Asst. Prof. Tipsuda Patumanon’s book series, which | call “Phenomenology of Architecture’s Series”
(from 1996 — 2006); Piyalada Devakula, “A Tradition Rediscovered: Toward an Understanding of
Experiential Characteristics and Meanings of the Traditional Thai House”; and Wimonrart

Isarathammanoon, “A Study for the Preservation and Renewal Program of Sam Prang District”

The structure of this research has divided into 6 chapters. From the analysis and synthesis
process, this research found that the vital important condition that “Phenomenology” has influenced
on architecture is through the notion of “connectivity”. There are three levels of connectivity: 1)
between the Self and the World, 2) between The Object and The Thing, and 3) between Being and

Place through experience. Moreover, there are six conditions for those who aims to use



“Phenomenology” as a research methodology need to be aware of: 1) we must have a clear position
before we experience the site or the event, 2) we must realize the status of the people, the thing or
the place we aim to experience, 3) we must be aware of historical layers in the site or of the event
through the experienced, memory or meaning in order to explore the phenomenon, 4) we must
identify what the research units are, 5) we must learn the technique and the concept of
interpretation, 6) we must understand the result and the meaning deriving from the experience, in

particular should be regarding as a way of understanding the self

This research is able to show “Phenomenology” is not totally abstraction or only a
subjective experience which hardly be proof or arguable; at the same time it is not something that
can be measure objectively. It is about the connectivity and that can be explored methodologically.
There are various jargons in this epistemology, such as “Being/being”, “the Self’, “Horizontal”,
“Understanding”, “Place/Space”, “the Spirit of Place”, “Collective Memory” etc. It is important to
unpack these words in order to get into the phenomenon. Importantly, the notion of “Authenticity”
and “Root” should be understood as a way of returning to oneself, not a way of claiming the origin

over the other.





