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Effects of Yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) fermented-cassava chip 
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ABSTRACT 

 

The objective of this study was to evaluate effects of Yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) 

fermented-cassava chip (YEFECAP) on pre- and postpartum intake and milk production 

of dairy cattle. Thirty two Holstein Frisian crossbred dairy heifers and cows (16 heifers 

and 16 cows) were assigned to two treatments at 14 d before calving thought 60 d 

postpartum. The experimental treatment was concentrate feed with or without 

YEFECAP. Cattle were fed rice straw (prepartum) and urea treated rice straw 

(postpartum) as main roughage. Pre-partum cattle were fed concentrate (1.3 %BW) and 

roughage (ad lib) separately while postpartum cattle were fed total mixed ration (TMR) 

(ad lib) with concentrate to roughage ratio at 70:30. During prepartum period, dry matter 

intake was not significantly different among treatments. However,crude protein 

digestibility of the YEFECAP diet was higher (P<0.05) than that in diet without 

YEFECAP. Dry matter and NDF digestibility in prepartum cattle tended to be higher in 

diet with YEFECAP than without YEFECAP. Body condition score at calving date in 

cattle fed YEFECAP diet tend to reduce smaller than fed without YEFECAP. 

Digestibilities of  protein and NDF were improved in  cows fed YEFECAP, contributing 

to a greater DMI during  the  first  8  wk  of  lactation and trend to higher average milk 

yield through wk  8 of  lactation compared with  control cow. Moreover diet with 

YEFECAP was significantly increase peak milk yield (P<0.05)as compares to diet 

without YEFECAP. Plasma NEFA and BHBA tended to be lower in cattle fed with 

YEFECAP pre- and postpartum. Based on this experiment, it could be concluded that 

dairy cattle fed with YEFECAP during pre- and postpartum period could enhance dry 

matter intake, nutrient digestibility and tended to improve milk yield.  
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