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Abstract

Project Code : MRG5280207
Project Title : The Administration and Management of Early Childhood Education of Local
Administration Organization in Thailand
Investigator : Arisara Leksansern
Department of Education, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Mahidol University
E-mail Address : shalk@mahidol.ac.th
Project Period : March 2009 — March 2011
The objectives of this research were to study 1) conditions and problems of local administration
organization’s early childhood education administration and management 2) promotion and support
for providing early childhood education of local administration organization with education service
areas, educational institutions and various agencies concerned; and 3) success factors and
obstacles factors in local administration organization’s early childhood education administration and
management. Questionnaires and in-depth interviews were employed as research instruments to
collect data. The findings showed that the early childhood education of local administration
organization was managed by child development center. The majority of the centers were affiliated to
other divisions (76.6 %) and the rest was affiliated to the local administration organization (23.4 %).
Half of the total child development centers have been operated for less than 10 years (50 %). Most
centers were one classroom center (43.3 %). The total number of 41-80 children (63.3 %), and 3
teachers or lower (68.3 %) were included in the center. The majority of teachers held below the
bachelor’'s degree (50.9 %) and most teachers did not major in early childhood education (73.1 %).

The academic affairs administration was accounted the centers’ highest performance (X = 3.46)

followed by personnel administration (i = 3.45), budgeting administration (X = 3.35) and general
affairs administration (f = 3.34) respectively. Financial management/budgeting was reported major
problem in the local administration organization’s early childhood education (40.0 %) followed by
leaming and teaching (36.7 %), human resource management (33.3 %) and the local administration
organization executive’s support (26.7 %) respectively. Management of early childhood education of
local administration organization was promotion and support by education service areas, educational
institutions and various agencies concerned. The success factors consist of 1) factors associated
with local administration organization executive and child development center staff 2) political factors
of local administration organization 3) budget factors of local administration organization; and
4) cooperation among various agencies. The obstacles factors for management of early childhood

education of local administration organization consist of 1) factors associated with local administration

organization 2) factors associated with child development center; and 3) outside factors.

Keywords: management of early childhood education, child development center, local

administration organization
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