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Abstract

Project Code : MRG5280217

Project Title :Lanna Architectural Identity: Preservation, Collection and Utilization

Investigator : Lieorungruang, Vitul

E-mail Address : vitul@chiangmai.ac.th

Faculty of Architecture, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Project Period : 16 March 2009 — 15 March 2010

This research aims to investigate the process of preservation, collection and utilization of
Lanna architectural identity. It also seeks various ways of the regional conservation, which
is crucial and fragile in local communities and the society of commodity. It is believed that
correct form in Lanna architecture is able to transmit accurate distinctiveness to the viewers,
audiences, and users. There are ways within this process which can help prevent the
unigueness of architectural meaning from being distorted and devalued. However, when the
different range to connection of the use and the design can be defined, it can then help
identify the different ranges within the thinking process of the creators. This range offers
procedures of preservation, collection and utilization for interpreting Lanna’s elements and
functions. The methodology comprises architectural reviews, set of tests and experimental
design in different conservation theories. The research found that most controversial Lanna
architectural reconstruction and rebuilding (remaking) were mostly incompatible with
conservation the intangible Lanna’s uniqueness. Furthermore, Lanna’s tangible identity has
become consumable and tourism commodity but it has been misused and disgraceful. The
research also found that well-trained architect, and the design process can offer people
ways of interpreting the true meaning, which makes the utilization of Lanna architectural
identity be in new but correct forms. In many cases, however, Lanna architectural design

also depends on an individual ability, experience and their profession school.
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