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Abstract

The university town is another type of settlement, as its growth has resulted in various
changes to surrounding areas. This study aims to explore these impacts on changes in land use.
Naresuan University was selected as a case study for carrying out this research. The study maintains
that the urbanisation has brought about changes in land use in eight ways. Firstly, density of
buildings, population, and traffic increased. Second, land use was mixed with multi-used purposes.
Third, buildings and activities were Vvisibly clustered. Fourthly, areas were more connected
throughout by networks of roads. Fifth, hardscape and impervious surfaces were expanded. Sixth,
agricultural land and green spaces were reduced. Seventh, each area became more accessible by
roads. Finally, however, cycling and walking became less common in terms of access. Findings from
this study reveal that urban sprawls of the university have shifted agricultural land into built-up
areas the same as the process of urbanisation in general. However, the sprawls of the university
town have specific characteristics, as they are places condensed with a higher number of students.
Therefore, most business and services were invested in for students’ needs. Importantly, the study
shows that the decline in environmental quality and conflicts in land uses are unfriendly sprawls of
the university town due to three main causes. First of all, the present campus was planned with less
regard to existing settlements. Recurrent flooding around the campus is an example of conflict in
land use. Second, the limitations of town and land use planning was ineffective to enforce. Third,
the existing development campus plan of Naresuan University has never been put into practice.
Moreover, the plan concentrated on the campus only; however, the impacts of university town have
not been limited within the boundaries of the university. This phenomenon has become
complicated and it is not the responsibility of any one discipline or any one single organisation to
deal with. This study suggests that there are three areas to be considered in order to manage the
impacts of university sprawl. First is to develop existing plans in more integrated ways with regard to
indigenous contexts (environmental hardware development). Second is to develop information, to
manage knowledge, and to make regulation more of an incentive, as these become social tools for
achieving better decision making and participation (environmental software development). Lastly, is
to develop people’s awareness of more public and environment issues (environmental heartware).
These are suggestions for achieving better planning and management in the university town and its

surrounding land use for a more participatory future in the long term.
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