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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine the concept and role of Buddhist Thai
literature. Regarding concept this research is an overall literary study of Buddhist Thai
literature of all kinds, which shows that Buddhist Thai literature is based on The Canon, that is,
Tripitaka and post-Tripitaka scriptures, namely, Atthakatha, Tika and Pakaravisesa. Buddhist
Thai literature is related to the major scriptures, Tripitaka and Atthakatha, both in terms of
story and teaching. It can be traced to, verified by and referred to the absolute literary source
of Buddhism, Tripitaka. However, in Thai literature, the emphasis is on using literary
techniques in communicating dharmic ideas; it is a combination of emotion and the essence
of Buddhism. Furthermore, Buddhist Thai literature is literature of experience. The authors
use their religious experience to compose the texts and the texts are the tool for creating
experience for the readers, who in turn use their religious experience to comprehend Buddhist
dharma and put the knowledge and understanding of Buddhism into practice to benefit
themselves and society. Moreover, the intended benefits of Buddhist Thai literature are
peace of mind and development of thought and living. Ideas in Buddhist Thai literature are
also related to the role it plays in terms of value as Buddhist art for teaching dharma. It also
plays a role in respect of society, culture and politics and government, which is the social role
of literature influencing the thought and beliefs, values and customs of Thai society. The
ideas and roles of Buddhist Thai literature have significance for the value of passing on
Buddhism to remain in Thai culture because of their specific characteristics that correspond
with the context of Thai society and the need for aesthetic dharma of its people.

KEY WORDS: Buddhist Thai Literature, Concept and Role
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1. The Concept of Buddhist Literature

Abstract

The main concept of the creation of Buddhist Literature is to generate knowledge from
beauty to The Absolute. No matter how exquisitely Buddhist literary works are created, they
are all based on the supreme doctrine of the religion, with the Buddhist Scriptures as its
representative. The absolute of Buddhist literature, which is the anchorage for adherence, is
the Tipitaka, a source of the creation of literature, originates various literary genres -
Scholarly Treatises, Traditional Literature: mythology and history, and Fine Literature. These
Buddhist Literature genres are connected to the essence of principles, teachings and beliefs
of Buddhism. The prime concept of Buddhist literature contains sphere of beauty, sphere of
benefit, and sphere of spiritual perfection. As for the level of comprehension the highest
doctrine, it depends on one’s perception by carnal soul, perception by intellect, perception

by spiritual heart by using literary as a vehicle.
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2. Roles of Buddhist Literature

abstract

This research aims to study the roles of Buddhist literature in Thai society. The study shows
that there are two aspects to the roles of Buddhist literature: the role to individuals and that
to society. For the former, Buddhist literary texts have a direct function for the readers. The
function for the readers always relates to the author and the texts. As the major function of
Buddhist literature is to share experience about Buddhism, the readers will certainly obtain
knowledge about Buddhism through the texts. Nonetheless, the level of the reader will be
the determiner of the level of the “messages” obtained by the reader. The reader may
understand the text at the level of knowledge, ideas, benefits, or spiritual insights. As for
the social function of Buddhist literature, it came about later through creating Buddhist
literary texts. This probably took quite a long time, being done by using the texts for
different objectives, for example, as teaching material, to create social uniqueness, for social
direction, or making references for actions. For Buddhist literature to have functions, it

depends on the relationship between the author, texts, readers, and society.
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