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Abstract

Project Code: MRG54800025

Project Title: Community Participation Approach to Sustainable

Community Development: Thai Rural Community Perspectives
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E-mail Address: chintawee.ka@spu.ac.th

Project Period: June 15, 2011 to June 15, 2013

Abstract:

Developing countries such as Thailand, require a community participation
approach to achieve sustainable rural community development. The purpose of this
empirical study is to observe the application of such an approach in empowering
sustainable community development in accordance with rural community conditions.
This study uses informal interviews and participation observation to collect information
on the leaders and members of the Banjumrung community, located in Rayong
Province, eastern Thailand, which has earned acclaim as the best model of the
“sufficiency economy” philosophy widely adopted in Thailand. The results show that a
community’s participation in its own development is important due to the need for

increased community empowerment to motivate the active contributions of members.
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