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Abstract

Extensive reading is in part based on the input hypothesis which suggests that exposure to
language is primary to language acquisition. Although previous studies have found positive
effects of extensive reading, it is unclear what the amount of reading is required to show a
certain level of language development in classroom settings. The main purpose of this study
was to investigate the effects of different amount of reading on learners’ development of
vocabulary knowledge reading and overall proficiency. Another purpose was to explore
learners’ motivation for reading. Using a quasi-experimental design, Thai EFL undergraduate
learners were conveniently sampled and separated into three experimental groups. The first
was required to read 15 graded readers, the second ten, and the third five. The experiment
was carried out over two school semesters. A pretest was given prior to the treatment. The
first posttest was given at the end of the first semester and the second posttest was given at
the end of the second semester. Within group analysis revealed increased vocabulary size
for the first two groups but not the third. The first two groups also scored higher than the
third group overall and gained larger vocabulary size. With regards to motivation, a
motivation for reading questionnaire was distributed at the end of posttest two. A Principal
Component Analysis showed that learners who read were motivated intrinsically,
extrinsically, and their L1 reading habit.
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