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Abstract
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Abstract:

The recent influx of Shan ethnic nationals from Burma into Chiang Mai in the 1990s, which
increased from 2000 onward, provided the conditions for Shan “migrant public spheres” to
emerge. This research discusses three sites of public spheres that Shan migrants create and
participate in the city of Chiang Mai: radio airwaves, Buddhist temples, and festivities. Although
these seem to be different forms of public space, they are linked together with the power of
mass media and local agents situated in these domains in the mobilization of collective

activities.

This research aims to investigate Shan migrant public spheres in Chiang Mai in three important
aspects. First, it examines the specific ideologies which are reinforced in these public spheres,
arguing that the Thai state does not give way to transnational space; instead it attempts to
control alien population through public space. Second, it explores how Shan migrants
participate in these public spheres and to what extent they accommodate themselves into the
dominant order. Third, it discusses the roles of “local agents” or “cultural brokers” situated in
these public spheres who mediate the interest of Thai state and Shan migrant community.
Through the study of Shan migrant public spheres, my paper attempts to show that

transnational public spheres are shaped by the politics and institutional practices of a nation-



state while at the same time providing sites of expression and negotiation of cultural selves and

identities for Shan migrants.

Keyword: migrant public space, transnational migrant worker, Shan, identity, negotiation of

cultural identity



