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This research aims to study Orientalism in the translations of the Anna Leonowens’
narratives (ALNs), and the role translation plays in “translating back” the ALNs. The
researcher uses Theo Hermans’ theory called “irony’s echo” to study the Thai
translation of ALNSs. In this study, the Thai translations of Margaret Landon’s Anna and
the King of Siam by Aw Snidwong, and Anna Leonowens’ The Romance of the Harem
by Ob Jayavasu will be analyzed. The researcher found that there are two
characteristics of irony’s echo as reflected in the translations of these two novels. First,
the translator’s disassociative voice leads to the power reversal in which Orientalism is
“Occidentalized” in the translation. Second, the complexity caused by irony is usually
ended by assertion of the politics of appropriateness in which the translator might have
to hi-jack the original text. This research provides the model for subsequent studies on

irony’s echo in translation.
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