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1.1 Abstract 
 

Project Code : MRG5680030 
 
Project Title : Development of New Endotoxin Sensors Based on Novel Anti-sepsis Scaffold 
 
Investigator and Institute : Dr. Kriangsak Khownium King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang 
 
E-mail Address : kkhownium@gmail.com 

 
Project Period : June 3, 2013 to Aug 31, 2020 
 

Abstract: 
 
The development of a more robust and more specific fluorescent probe is highly desirable for time-critical diagnosis 
and treatment of sepsis patients. We envision that bis-cationic nature of the terephthalaldehyde-bis-
guanylhydrazone scaffold would be a good template to develop a series of small molecule sensors with effective 
selectivity for lipopolysaccharide (LPS, endotoxin) detection through electrostatic interactions with bis-phosphate 
portion of lipid A. Bispyrenyl terephtalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone (BPTG) fluorescent chemosensor with two 
fluorogenic pyrene units has been designed and synthesized for lipopolysaccharide (LPS) detection through 
excimer emission ‘‘turn-on’’. It shows a dose-dependent increase of fluorescent intensity in aqueous media and 
exhibits a typical excimer emission peaked at 485 nm along with monomer emission peaked at 375 nm with a low 
detection limit (5 nM). The enhancement of both excimer and monomer emissions was accounted for the unique 
molecular architecture of sandwich conformation at ground sate prior the binding to LPS. The conformational 
search at ground state using ConfGen method with OPLS_2005 force field in Schrödinger software provided three 
distinct clusters of BPTG namely: sandwich-, semi- and open-bisguanylhydrazone pyrene. The sandwich form was 
appeared to be the lowest energy form in the DFT calculations using M06-2X functional in Gaussian 09 program. 
2D NOESY spectrum provided evidence in a good agreement with both fluorescent and computational works.  
Importantly, BPTG is highly selective for LPS over heparin and other anionic biological species. Due to the 
expression of LPS on cell surface of Gram negative bacteria,  BPTG was successfully applied as a fluorescent dye 
to visualize live Vibrio cholerae, life-threatening bacteria causing diarrhoeal disease. 

     
Keywords : endotoxin sensing, lipopolysaccharide, fluorescent sensor, bisguanylhydrazone, pyrene  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 

1.2 บทคดัย่อ  
 

รหสัโครงการ : MRG5680030 
 

ชื่อโครงการ : การพฒันาฟลอูอเรสเซนตเ์ซนเซอร ์เพื่อตรวจจบัเอน็โดท๊อกซนิ (endotoxin) โดยใชส้ารตา้น ภาวะเลอืดเป็น
พษิ (blood poisoning or sepsis) ชนิดใหม ่

 
ชื่อนกัวจิยั และสถาบนั : ดร.เกรยีงศกัดิ ์ขาวเนียม   สถาบนัเทคโนโลยพีระจอมเกลา้เจา้คุณทหารลาดกระบงั  
 
อเีมลล ์: kkhownium@gmail.com 
 
ระยะเวลาโครงการ : 3 มถุินายน 2556 ถงึ 31 สงิหาคม 2563 
 
 
บทคดัยอ่  
 
การตดิเชือ้ในกระแสเลอืด (sepsis, blood poisoning) เป็นสาเหตุการเสยีชวีติทีส่ าคญัในกลุ่มผูป่้วยทีม่ภีมูติา้นทานต ่า ผูป่้วย
ทีม่ปัีญหาโรคเบาหวานซึง่มแีผลเรือ้รงั ผูป่้วยทีไ่ดร้บัการผ่าตดัเปลีย่นอวยัวะ และผูป่้วยกลุ่มทีส่งูอายุ หรอืกลุ่มทีต่อ้งมกีาร
ฟอกไตเป็นประจ า สง่ผลใหอ้ตัราการเสยีชวีติยงัคงเพิม่ขึน้อย่างต่อเนื่องจากทัว่ทุกมุมโลก การตดิเชือ้ในกระแสเลอืดเกดิจาก
ปรมิาณของสารห่อหุม้ลโิปโพลแีซคคาไรดข์องแบคทเีรยีกลุม่ Gram-negative ทีม่สีว่นทีม่ไีขมนัและน ้าตาลเป็นองคป์ระกอบ
หลกั รวมทัง้มหีมู่ฟอสเฟตทีม่ปีระจุลบอยู่สองหมู่ (lipopolysacharide, LPS) อยู่ในกระแสเลอืด สง่ผลใหเ้กดิการตอบสนอง
ของภมูติา้นทานของร่างกายอยา่งรุนแรง ซึง่ถา้การรกัษาท าไม่ไดอ้ย่างทนัท่วงทกีน็ าไปสูก่ารเสยีชวีติของผูป่้วยได ้ 
โครงการวจิยันี้ไดอ้อกแบบการพฒันาฟลอูอเรสเซนตเ์ซนเซอรเ์พื่อตรวจจบัเอน็โดท๊อกซนิ (endotoxin) โดยใชส้ารตา้นภาวะ
เลอืดเป็นพษิ (blood poisoning or sepsis) ชนิดใหม่ โดยมโีครงสรา้งเป็น  Bispyrenyl terephtalaldehyde-bis-
guanylhydrazone (BPTG) เพื่อตรวจจบัและวดัปรมิาณ LPS ในตวัอย่าง ซึง่สามารถใหผ้ลในการวดัไดอ้ย่างรวดเรว็ทนัท ี
เมื่อมกีารหยดสารฟลอูอเรสเซนตเ์ซนเซอรล์งในตวัอย่าง เราพบว่าฟลอูอเรสเซนตเ์ซนเซอรท์ีพ่ฒันาขึน้มาสามารถวดัปรมิาณ 
LPS ไดท้ีค่วามเขม้ขน้ต ่าถงึ 5 นาโนโมลาร ์โดยมกีารปล่อยแสง เอก็ซเิมอรท์ีค่วามยาวคลื่น 485 นาโนเมตร ควบคู่กบัแสงโน
เมอรท์ีค่วามยาวคลื่น 375 นาโนเมตร ซึง่สามารถประยุกตใ์ชไ้ดก้บัการยอ้มแบคทเีรยีชนิดแกรมลบทีม่อีงคป์ระกอบเป็น LPS 
อยู่ดา้นนอกของผนงัเซลล ์ในทีน่ี้ เราไดย้อ้มแบคทเีรยี Vibrio cholera ซึง่ก่อใหเ้กดิโรคอหวิาตกโรคในขณะทีม่ชีวีติไดอ้กีดว้ย 
ดงันัน้การน าเอาองคค์วามรูแ้ละฟลอูอเรสเซนตเ์ซนเซอรท์ีพ่ฒันาขึน้มาต่อยอดเพื่อน าไปสูก่ารใชจ้รงิในการพฒันาเป็นชุด
ตรวจสอบในทางคลนิิกเป็นสิง่ทีค่วรท าในอนัดบัถดัไป 
 
Keywords : เอน็โดท๊อกซนิ, ลโิปโพลแีซคคาไรด,์ ฟลอูอเรสเซนตเ์ซนเซอร,์ บสิกวันิวไฮดราโซน, ไพรนี 
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2. Executive Summary 
 

Despite tremendous advances in antimicrobial chemotherapy, the incidence and mortality rates due to 
the sepsis continue to escalate worldwide. The burden of disease is very stressful among patients with diabetics 
and organ transplant including elderly people. Sepsis risk factors of bacterial infections are more concerned with 
patients receiving chronic kidney dialysis. Lipopolysaccharide (LPS) acts as an endotoxin, and induces a strong 
response from the normal animal immune system. It contains common amphipathic constituent of the LPS of all 
Gram-negative bacteria and is composed of a hydrophilic, negatively charged bis-phosphorylated diglucosamine 
backbone, and a hydrophobic domain. A clinical treatment of septicemia needs a fast and effective endotoxin 
detection prior making medical decision to treat patient. We envision that bis-cationic nature of the 
terephthalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone has potential use in endotoxin detection. Thus, we have developed novel 
bispyrene compound (BPTG) as a selective lipopolysaccharide (LPS) sensor. Probe BPTG exhibits high slectivity 
and sensitivity toward LPS as fluorescence ‘off-on’ behavior in HEPES-buffered DMSO-H2O (1:6(v/v), HEPES = 
10 mM, pH = 7.4) with a low detectionlimit of 5 nM. The turn-on flurescence sensing of the LPS occurs through 
monomer and excimer emissions. The mechanism of probe was supported by computational experiment and 
found to be unique for its sandwich conformation, self-quenching form at ground state prior the binding to LPS 
with a butterfly-like skeleton. Upon binding with LPS in aqueous media, the probe shows a dose-dependent 
increase of fluorescent emissions and exhibits a typical excimer emission peaked at 485 nm along with monomer 
emission peaked at 375 nm. BPTG is highly selective for LPS over heparin and other anionic biological species. 
Due to the expression of LPS on cell surface of Gram negative bacteria, BPTG was successfully applied as a 
fluorescent dye to visualize live Vibrio cholerae, life-threatening bacteria causing diarrhoeal disease. 
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3. Background and Objective  
 

3.1 Introduction 

In Thailand, sepsis mortality rate has been continuously increasing from 11.1 in 100,000 population in 
1995 to 44.7 in 100,000 population in 2011. Lipopolysaccharide (LPS) acts as an endotoxin, and induces a strong 
response from the normal animal immune system. Despite tremendous advances in antimicrobial chemotherapy, 
the incidence and mortality rates due to the sepsis continue to escalate.There are about 18 million people was 
affected by sepsis worldwide every year in which a mortality rate of nearly 30%. Even more sepsis kills 6,000,000 
newborn and young children in developing countries each year. The burden of sepsis remains the challenge on 
health care system.  

Sepsis is a severe illness caused by overwhelming infection of the bloodstream by outer membrane of 
Gram-negative bacteria which is composed of lipopolysaccharide (LPS).LPS acts as an endotoxin, and induces a 
strong response from the normal animal immune system. It is the uncontrolled and precipitous systemic 
inflammatory response that ultimately results in the fatal shock syndrome characterized by endothelial damage, 
coagulopathy, loss of vascular tone, myocardial dysfunction, tissue hypoperfusion, and multiple organ failure.  

Lipid A is a common amphipathic constituent of the LPS of all Gram-negative bacteria and is composed 
of a hydrophilic, negatively charged bis-phosphorylated diglucosamine backbone, and a hydrophobic domain. 
LPS is a potential drug target as well as a good biomarker since it plays a prominent role in raising the immune 
response that causes sepsis. The development of a more robust and more specific fluorescent probe is highly 
desirable for time-critical diagnosis and treatment of sepsis patients.  

In 2010, an alkylated ammonium-pyrene probe was reported by Lee’s group1 for LPS detection at a low 
detection limit (100 nM) by supramolecular assembly. Pyrene is a very useful fluorescent probe for 
hydrophobicity.2 Furthermore it can form intermolecular excimers in close proximity through – interactions of 
stacking aromatic rings, in which the two aromatic rings are facing at a distance of ~3-4 Å.3 The change in the 
surrounding environment of these multi-fluorophores could result in promoting or preventing the excimer 
formation. Hence, this excimer emission phenomenon has been used extensively in fluorescent chemosensors for 
nucleic sensing,4,5,6  pH detection,7 metal ion detection,8 explosives detection9 and fluoride ion sensing.10  

 
Fig. 1 Molecular structure of lipopolysaccharide.11 

 
We became interested in the excimer sensing approach since it has been reported that the formation of 

intramolecular excimers is independent of their concentrations12 which should be an advantage for both medical 
application and as a tool for biological studies. This led us to consider the development of a LPS fluorescent 
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probe based on our earlier work on bis-cationic aminoguanidine for LPS sequestering.13 The complementary 
length of distance between the two guanidinyl groups and the distance between the two phosphate groups in 
LPS (Fig. 1) provides a suitable electrostatic interaction, while the alkyl chains synergize the binding force with 
LPS through hydrophobic interactions. These two recognition elements seem to be very important to discriminate 
LPS from other phosphate species.  

 
 

3.2 Objectives 
The need for a better method to detect LPS in bloodstream or body fluids led us to consider the 

development of novel fluorescent probes from our earlier reported endotoxin sequestering agent. In fact, the 
charge-charge interactions of bis-phosphate groups on lipid A with bis-cationic portions of bis-guanylhydrazone 
scaffold was clearly demonstrated a strong binding mode comparable to known topical antibiotic agent (Polymixin 
B). Polymyxin B (PMB), a cationic amphiphilic cyclic decapeptide antibiotic isolated from Bacillus polymyxa has 
been known to bind lipid A and to neutralize of LPS. Hence, the utilization of bis-phosphate moieties on lipid A as 
a docking site for designed fluorescent probes would allow a simple means with good selectivity to monitor LPS 
level in clinical samples. Thus, the specific aims of this proposal are to: 

1. Preparation of a novel fluorescent sensor that can function as excimer-monomer switch 
2. Determination of the binding and selectivity of synthesized sensors against LPS 

 
 

4. Research Methodology 
 

 Although there are many efforts to detect LPS, bis-cationic aminoguanidine molecule has never been 
explored before for fluorescent probe development. Among phosphate moieties in biological system, bis-
phosphate of diglucosamine backbone embedded in LPS is the most unique one. We envision that bis-cationic 
nature of the terephthalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone scaffold would be a good template to develop a series of 
small molecule sensors with effective selectivity for LPS detection through electrostatic interactions with bis-
phosphate portion of lipid A. With the use of terephthalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone scaffold as template, we 
proposed to replace both O-alkyl chains with O-alkyl-pyrene groups to produce bis-pyrene fluorescent probe as 
shown in Fig 2.  

 
 

Fig. 2 Proposed “excimer-monomer switching” fluorescent sensors 
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of the LPS sensor BPTG. 

 
4.1 Reagents and Apparatus  

   Chemical reagents were used as purchased from Tokyo Chemical Industry Co., Ltd. (TCI), unless 
otherwise noted. All analytical chemicals were purchased from TCI Company without further purification. 
Lipopolysaccharide (LPS) was purchased from Sigma Company, which is obtained from Escherichia Coli 055:B5. 
All deuterated solvents were used as purchased from Cambridge Isotope Labs. Flash column chromatography 
was carried out using silica gel 60(230-400 mesh), while thin-layer chromatography (TLC) was carried out on 
silica gel HLF, precoated glass plates. All yields reported refer to isolated material judged to be homogeneous by 
TLC and NMR spectroscopy. The water was purified by Millipore filtration system. 
 

 4.2 Analytical Instrument 
  Nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectra were recorded in methanol-d4 or deuterated chloroform 

(CDCl3) on a Bruker 400 MHz spectrometer. UV-vis absorption spectra were recorded a Varian Cary 50 UV-Vis 
spectrophotometer (Varian, USA) at 25 °C. Fluorescence spectroscopy was performed on an EnVision® 
Multilabel Reader (PerkinElmer Inc.). High-resolution electrospray ionization mass spectrometry was performed 
on a Bruker maxis using CH3CN as a solvent. 

 
 4.3 Synthesis of Compound 2 

A solution of bromopyrene (100 mg, 0.44 mmol) in DMF 2mL was added slowly to a stirred mixture of 
dimethyl 2,3-dihydroxyterephthalate (297 mg, 0.88 mmol) and  K2CO3 (150 mg, crushed to a powder) in DMF 
(3mL). The resulting mixture was heated and stirred overnight at reflux. All the volatiles were removed in vacuo, 
and the residue was partitioned between water and DCM. The organic layer was washed with brine and dried 
over MgSO4. The crude product was purified by silica- column chromatography (Hexane:EtOAc = 4:1) to give the 
desired product as pale yellow liquid 263 mg (yield 81 %). 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3)1.9 (8H, m), 3.2 (4H, t, 
J = 7.3 Hz), 3.8 (6H, s), 4.1 (4H, t, J = 6.2 Hz), 7.5 (2H, s), 7.7-8.1 (18H) ppm; 13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3)  
28.0, 30.1, 33.0, 52.2, 74.8, 123.2, 124.5, 124.6, 124.7, 124.9, 125.1, 125.6, 126.4, 127.0, 127.3, 128.5, 129.7, 
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129.7, 130.7, 131.3, 136.4, 153.1, 165.9 ppm; IR (neat, NaCl): 3040, 2924, 2854, 1727, 1602, 1434, 1283, 1260 
1037, 843, 757 cm-1; ESI-HRMS: m/z calc’d for [C50H42NaO6]

+, 761.2874 found 761.2876. 
 

 4.4 Synthesis of Compound 3 
A solution of N-methylpiperazine in toluene (0.90 g, 9.02 mmol, 1 mL) was added to a solution of sodium 

bis(methoxyethoxy) aluminum hydride (70% toluene solution, 1.04 g, 5.12 mmol, 2 mL) at 0 °C for 0.5 h. The 
obtained toluene solution was added to a solution of 2 (100 mg, 0.14 mmol) in toluene (0.5 mL) at -20 °C over 
50 min, and the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 30 min. The reaction was quenched by adding 
water (20 mL) and toluene (5 mL). The insoluble materials were filtered off and the filtrate was washed with 1 N 
HCl solution, water, and brine. The organic layer was dried over anhydrous Na2SO4, and then concentrated in 
vacuo. Flash chromatography (CH2Cl2) of the residue gave 3 as a yellow liquid (61.6 mg Yield: 67%). 1H NMR 
(400 MHz, CDCl3) 11.9 (8H, m), 3.3 (4H, t, J = 7.2 Hz), 4.1 (2H, t, J = 6.2 Hz), 7.6 (2H, s), 7.7-8.2 (18H), 10.4 
(2H, s) ppm; 13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) 28.0, 28.9, 33.0, 75.7, 122.7, 123.1, 124.7, 124.8, 124.9, 125.1, 
125.8, 126.7, 127.1, 127.3, 127.4, 129.9, 130.8, 131.4, 134.4, 135.9, 156.0, 189.3 ppm; IR (neat, NaCl): 3526, 
3039, 2937, 2864, 1686, 1602, 1439, 1376, 1243, 1161, 1036, 842, 758 cm-1; ESI-HRMS: m/z calc’d for 
[C48H38O4

+2H2O]+, 714.2976 found 714.0608 and [C48H38O4
+H2O]+, 696.2870 found 696.3110. 

 
4.5 Synthesis of BPTG 

To a hot solution at 70 °C of aminoguanidine hydrochloride (33.17 mg, 0.3 mmol) in EtOH (1 mL) was 
added a solution of 3 (100 mg, 0.15 mmol, in 0.5 mL EtOH) and conc. HCl (0.1 mL). The reaction mixture was 
heated up to 80 °C for 1 h. The reaction mixture was cooled to 0 °C. The resultant precipitate was filtered and 
washed with cold ether (2 mL) to give BPTG as a white solid 127 mg (quantitative yield). 1H NMR (400 MHz, 

CD3OD)  1.7 (8H, m), 3.0 (4H, t, J = 6.7 Hz), 3.9 (4H, t, J = 6.1 Hz), 7.4 (2H, s), 7.5-8.0 (18H), 8.22 (s, 2H) 
ppm; 13C NMR (100 MHz, CD3OD)  28.1, 30.1, 33.1, 74.9, 123.3, 124.6, 124.7, 125.8, 125.7, 126.5, 127.1, 
127.4, 128.5, 129.8, 130.9, 131.4, 136.5, 152.7, 166.2 ppm; IR (neat, NaCl): 3523, 2925, 2854, 1739, 1674, 
1629, 1457, 1379, 1245 cm-1;  ESI-HRMS: m/z calc’d for [C50H47N8O2]

+, 791.3816 found 791.3816. 
 
4.6 Study of Photophysical Properties 

A stock solution of BPTG (10 mM) in a mixed solution of pure DMSO and 10 mM HEPES buffer pH 7.4 
(1 : 6 v/v) was prepared. The UV-vis absorption spectra were recorded in 1 cm quartz cells in the wavelength 
range from 225 nm to 600 nm at room temperature. The fluorescence spectra were recorded from 365 nm to 
665 nm at room temperature using an excitation wavelength of 342 nm. The fluorescence quantum yield of 
BPTG was calculated from absorbance (below 0.05) by comparing it to standard quinine sulfate (F = 0.54) in 
0.1 M H2SO4. The standard curve was prepared from dilutions of the stock solution of LPS ranging from 5 nM to 
50 M. Then, the optimized conditions for the LPS sensor were investigated. 
 
4.7 Fluorescence emission Measurements 

A stock solution of BPTG (100 mM) in pure DMSO was prepared. A stock solution of 1 mM LPS was 
prepared by dissolving in 10 mM HEPES buffer pH 7.4. A mixed solution of BPTG (100 mM, 0.5 mL) and LPS 
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solution (1 mM, 50 mL) at room temperature was adjusted to 5.0 mL by adding the mixture of DMSO/10 mM 
HEPES buffer pH 7.4 (1 : 6 v/v) to afford final concentrations of 100 M BPTG and 100 M LPS. At a time-
point 5 minutes after mixing, the fluorescence emission spectrum was recorded from 365 nm to 665 nm using an 
excitation wavelength of 342 nm. An interference study using other biological anionic species with this method 
utilized a stock solution of 10 mM of other common acid and phosphate species (malic acid, oleic acid, lauric 
acid, aspartic acid, glutamic acid, ATP, ADP, AMP, DNA, RNA, phosphate, lecithin, and heparin) in 10 mM 
HEPES buffer pH 7.4. A mixture of BPTG (50 M), LPS (5 M) and each of these interfering species (50 M) 
were prepared. The fluorescence emission spectra were recorded at the single wavelength of 485 nm, using an 
excitation wavelength of 342 nm. All measurements were taken after 5 minutes of mixing at room temperature. 
 
4.8 Computational Experiment 

Different conformations of the bispyrenyl bis-guanylhydrazone were obtained from the conformational 
search in Schrödinger software by using ConfGen method with OPLS_2005 force field. The maximum number of 
examined conformations was set to 1000. The DFT calculations with M06-2X functional provided the stable local 
minima of the BPTG clusters; namely: sandwich-, semi- and open-stacking based on the folding of pyrene to bis-
guanylhydrazone. All structures were optimized with Gaussian 09 program. The 6-31G(d,p) basis set was used 
for all atoms. The molecular orbital and charges were calculated with Natural Bond Orbital (NBO) analysis. 

 
 

5. Results and Discussion 
 

A novel fluorescent probe to detect LPS based on bispyrenyl terephtalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone 
(BPTG) was prepared by a straighforward three-step sequence in high yield. 2,3-Dihydroxyterephthalic acid 
dimethyl ester was alkylated with 1-pyrenebutyl bromide using K2CO3 as the base in DMF to give 2 in 81%  
(Scheme 1). The aldehyde 3 was obtained in 67% yield by partial reduction of 2 with sodium bis(methoxyethoxy)-

aluminium hydride (Red-Al) in the presence of N-methylpiperazine.14 The BPTG was obtained from the 
condensation of terephtaldehyde 3 and the hydrochloride salt of aminoguanidine in refluxing ethanol and 
hydrochloric acid. Pure BPTG was isolated as a crystalline hydrochloride salt after cooling to 0 °C and washing 
with cold ether.      

 
5.1 LPS Sensing 

To our surprise, upon the addition of LPS into the BPTG solution, green excimer fluorescence (peaked at 
485 nm) was observed with a characteristic feature of excimer emission along with an increase of monomer 
emission around 375 nm (Fig. 2). The enhancement of both  excimer and monomer emissions of the bispyrenyl 
system is not usual since most sensors based on the two pyrene units linked covalently with central molecule show 
ratiometric fluorescence response with the changes of excimer-monomer emissions which involved the reduction of 
monomer band and the increase of excimer emission upon the binding to targets and vice versa. Although 
bispyrenyl molecule tends to form excimer in aqueous medium due to the lipid nature of pyrene, it is known that 
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aromatic compounds can intercalate to quench the excimer-monomer emissions. So, the molecular orientation of 
BPTG could play an important role in fluorescent quenching process prior the addition of LPS. 

 

 
Fig. 3 Changes in fluorescence emission spectra of BPTG (10 M) upon addition of LPS in DMSO/HEPES (v/v 

= 1/6) buffer solution (10 mM, pH 7.4). Excitation wavelength: 342 nm. (Inset) photograph of BPTG (10 M) in 

the presence of 5 M LPS in DMSO/HEPES (v/v = 1/6) buffer solution (10 mM, pH 7.4). 
 
5.2 Computational Analysis 

In order to better understanding the structural behavior of BPTG, a conformational search was done to 
obtain the low-lying stable structures at ground state of BPTG by using ConfGen39 method with OPLS_2005 force 
field in Schrödinger software. Three distinct conformations of BPTG as shown in Fig. 4; namely: sandwich-, semi- 
and open-stacking based on the folding of pyrene to bis-guanylhydrazone were later optimized by the DFT 
calculations with M06-2X functional in Gaussian 09 program to provide  the stable local minima. The relative 
energies are 0.0, 4.4 and 15.5 kcal   mol-1 for sandwich-, semi- and open-stacking conformations, respectively.  
 A parallel and co-facial alignment of sandwich stacking with a highly congruent HOMO and LUMO in Fig. 
4 suggests that a pairing form between pyrenes and bis-guanylhydrazone prevents the formation of a pyrene 
excimer in aqueous buffer via a special  stacking with a butterfly-like skeleton. The distances between each 
pyrenyl units and the phenyl ring of the terephtalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone are in the range of 3-4 Å. The 
HOMO density, the-electron donor, is mainly located on one pyrenyl ring; meanwhile the LUMO density, the -
electron acceptor, is mainly located on the bis-guanylhydrazone system in the center part of the sandwich 
stacking. These molecular characters could ultimately play an important role in fluorescence quenching of 
monomer and excimer emission through photoinduced electron transfer (PET) prior to the binding with LPS. 
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Fig. 4 Conformations of BPTG, HOMO (second row) and LUMO (third row) of (a) sandwich- (b) semi- and (c) 
open-stacking conformations optimized with the M06-2X functional in Gaussian 09 program. 
 

On the basis of theoretical studies, the plausible mechanism of BPTG in the present system is 
schematically depicted in Scheme 2 accounting for the excimer-monomer emission ‘turn-on’ in aqueous solution. 
Upon the binding event of LPS and BPTG, the aminoguanidine groups form salt bridges with phosphate groups of 
LPS, meanwhile pyrene units of BPTG interact with acyl chains of LPS via the lipophilic interactions.  Therefore, it 
is most likely that pyrenyl units are loosen off from the sandwich stacking and drawn into close proximity to form a 
pair of excimer with monomer and excimer emissions. 
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Scheme 2. Proposed mechanism of the ‘‘turn-on mode’’ of BPTG after addition of LPS. 

 
5.3 Relative Fluorescent Signal (I/I0) of BPTG 

Upon the addition of LPS (5 M), the I/I0 of BPTG (10 M) exhibited the highest ratio about 30 times as 
shown in Fig.5 and the quantum efficiency increased to 25% due to the conformation change allowing excimer 
formation. The detection limit of BPTG for LPS detection was measured by using the relative fluorescent signal 

plot (I/I0) against LPS concentrations ranging from 0 to 5 M, and this plot provided a good linear correlation (Fig. 
5). The limit of detection determined by the plot was 5 nM under our experimental conditions. 

 

 
Fig. 5 Relative fluorescent signal (I/I0) of BPTG (I485 upon addition of LPS 0-5 M, ex = 342 nm) in a solution of 
DMSO/HEPES buffer (10 mM, pH 7.4). 

 
5.4 Job’s Plot  

In order to understand the effect of the stoichiometric ratio of BPTG to LPS, we carried out a Job’s plot 
analysis and the result suggested that the stoichiometric ratio of BPTG to LPS was 4:1 (Fig. 6). 
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Fig. 6 Job’s plot of the relationship between fluorescence intensity of BPTG (100 M) in DMSO/HEPES (v/v = 

1/6) buffer solution (10 mM, pH 7.4) and mole fraction of LPS (em = 485 nm). 
 

5.5 Selectivity of BPTG 
To better investigate the practical applicability of BPTG as LPS fluorescence sensor, competitive 

experiments were carried out in the presence of LPS mixed with malic acid, oleic acid, lauric acid, aspartic acid, 
glutamic acid, ATP, ADP, AMP, DNA, RNA, phosphate, lecithin, and heparin as shown in Fig. 7. No significant 
interference in the detection of LPS with the sensor BPTG was observed in the presence of most competitive acid 
and phosphate biological species. Accordingly, these observations suggested that the sensor BPTG can be used 
as selective fluorescent sensor for LPS in the presence of most biological anionic species. 

 

 

Fig. 7 Selectivity of BPTG (10 M) to some biologically important anionic species (50 M) in DMSO/HEPES (v/v 
= 1/6) buffer solution (10 mM, pH 7.4). heparin, malic acid, oleic acid, lauric acid, aspartic acid, glutamic acid, 
ATP, ADP, AMP, DNA, RNA, phosphate and lecithin. Blank refers to free BPTG (10 M) in DMSO/HEPES (v/v = 
1/6) buffer solution (10 mM, pH 7.4). 
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Heparin is regarded as one of the clinical important medicines for preventing blood clot during heart 
surgery or treatment of certain bleeding disorder. BPTG showed a slight change of fluorescence at 485 nm at high 

concentration (50 M) due to the lack of the alkyl chains. To the best of our knowledge, BPTG is the first 
chemosensor among reported small molecule probes that can sense LPS over heparin. A small enhancement of 
fluorescence emission at 485 nm was observed with lecithin since it possesses long alkyl chains and the 
negatively charged phosphate that can interact with aminoguanidine moieties of BPTG. 

 
5.6 Visualization of V.cholerae 

To demonstrate the application of BPTG as a tool for biological study, Vibrio cholerae, Gram-negative and 
virulent bacteria to cause diarrhoeal disease, was incubated with BPTG. Green fluorescence was observed with a 
clear black background to reveal living bacteria colonies due to the expression of LPS on cell surface as shown in 
Fig. 8. 

 

 
 

Fig. 8 Visualization of V.cholerae (~106 cells/mL) after incubation with BPTG (10 M). Cells were imaged under 
Olympus FV10i at 100x magnification.   

 
 

6. Conclusions and Suggestions 
 

In summary, the development of BPTG for LPS sensing led us to discover the unique molecular feature 
of BPTG as a self-quenching molecule prior to binding to LPS. BPTG is a turn-on probe for LPS detection and 
displays monomer and excimer emissions in aqueous solution with the lowest of detection limit at 5 nM. BPTG is 
highly selective for LPS over heparin and other anionic biological species. The unique molecular architecture of 
BPTG provides a better understanding for the rational design of fluorescence sensors. Furthermore, the 
molecular design of BPTG as a turn-on sensor could be used for fluorescent-sensor developments of other 
target detections as well.  
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Turn-on fluorescent sensor for the detection of
lipopolysaccharides based on a novel bispyrenyl
terephtalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone†

Kriangsak Khownium, *a Jariya Romsaiyud,b Suparerk Borwornpinyo,cd

Preedajit Wongkrasant,e Pawin Pongkorpsakol,e Chatchai Muanprasat,de

Bundet Boekfa,f Tirayut Vilaivan,g Somsak Ruchirawath and Jumras Limtrakuli

A novel bispyrene compound (BPTG) was developed as a selective lipopolysaccharide (LPS) sensor. The

BPTG probe exhibited high selectivity and sensitivity toward LPS with a fluorescence ‘off–on’ behavior in

HEPES-buffered DMSO–H2O (1 : 6 (v/v), HEPES = 10 mM, pH = 7.4) with a low detection limit of 5 nM.

The turn-on flurescence sensing of the LPS occurred through monomer and excimer emissions. The

mechanism of the probe was supported by computational experiments and was found to be unique for

its sandwich conformation and self-quenching ability at ground state prior to the binding to the LPS

with a butterfly-like skeleton. Upon binding with LPS in an aqueous medium, the probe showed a

dose-dependent increase in fluorescent emissions and exhibited a typical excimer emission peak at

485 nm along with a monomer emission peak at 375 nm. BPTG is highly selective for LPS over heparin

and other anionic biological species. Due to the expression of LPS on the cell surface of Gram negative

bacteria, BPTG was successfully applied as a fluorescent dye to visualize live Vibrio cholerae, which are

life-threatening bacteria causing diarrhoeal disease.

Introduction

Sepsis (also called blood poisoning or septicemia) is a major
public health threat caused by a lipopolysaccharide (LPS), which
is a component of the bacterial cell wall.1,2 Sepsis is the number
one cause of death in the intensive care unit, with a current

estimate of at least 750 000 cases per year, and 215 000 fatalities
in the United States annually.3 Every year, about 18 million
people are affected by sepsis worldwide with a mortality rate of
nearly 30%.4 LPS has been proposed as a potential drug target
as well as a good biomarker since it plays a prominent role in
initiating the immune response that causes sepsis.5–12 Thus, the
development of a robust and specific method is highly desirable
for the time-critical diagnosis and treatment of sepsis patients.

In 2010, an alkylated ammonium–pyrene probe was reported by
Lee’s group8 for LPS detection at a low detection limit (100 nM) by
supramolecular assembly. Pyrene is a very useful fluorescent probe
for hydrophobicity.13 Furthermore, it can form intermolecular
excimers in close proximity through p–p stacking interactions of
aromatic rings, in which the two aromatic rings are facing at a
distance of B3–4 Å.14,15 Changes in the surrounding environment
of these multi-fluorophores could result in promoting or preventing
the excimer formation. Hence, this excimer emission phenomenon
has been used extensively in fluorescent chemosensors for nucleic
acid sensing,16–18 pH detection,19 metal ion detection,20–24 explosive
detection25,26 and fluoride ion sensing.27

We became interested in the excimer sensing approach
since it has been reported that the formation of intramolecular
excimers is independent of their concentrations,29 which should
be an advantage for both medical applications and as a tool for
biological studies. This led us to consider the development of a
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LPS fluorescent probe based on our earlier study on bis-cationic
aminoguanidines for LPS sequestering.5 The complementary
distances between the two aminoguanidinyl groups and the
two phosphate groups in LPS (Fig. 1) provide suitable electro-
static interactions, while the alkyl chains bearing pyrenyl groups
synergize the binding force with LPS through hydrophobic
interactions. These two recognition elements seem to be very
important to discriminate LPS from other phosphate species.

Experimental
Reagents and apparatus

Chemical reagents were used as purchased from Tokyo Chemical
Industry Co., Ltd (TCI), unless otherwise noted. All analytical
chemicals were purchased from TCI and used without further
purification. Lipopolysaccharide (LPS) was purchased from Sigma
Company, which was obtained from Escherichia coli 055:B5. All
deuterated solvents were used as purchased from Cambridge
Isotope Labs. Flash column chromatography was performed using
silica gel 60 (230–400 mesh), while thin-layer chromatography
(TLC) was performed on silica gel HLF pre-coated glass plates.
All yields reported refer to isolated materials judged to be
homogeneous by TLC and NMR spectroscopy. The water was
purified using a Millipore filtration system.

Analytical instruments

Nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectra were recorded in
methanol-d4 or deuterated chloroform (CDCl3) on a Bruker 400 MHz
spectrometer. UV-vis absorption spectra were recorded on a
Varian Cary 50 UV-vis spectrophotometer (Varian, USA) at 25 1C.
Fluorescence spectroscopy was performed on an EnVisions

Multilabel Reader (PerkinElmer Inc.). High-resolution electro-
spray ionization mass spectrometry was performed on a Bruker
maXis using CH3CN as a solvent.

Synthesis of compound 2

A solution of bromopyrene (100 mg, 0.44 mmol) in DMF (2 mL)
was added slowly to a stirred mixture of dimethyl 2,3-dihydroxy-
terephthalate (297 mg, 0.88 mmol) and K2CO3 (150 mg, crushed
to a powder) in DMF (3 mL). The resulting mixture was heated
and stirred overnight at reflux. All the volatiles were removed
in vacuo, and the residue was partitioned between water and DCM.
The organic layer was washed with brine and dried over MgSO4.

The crude product was purified using silica-column chromato-
graphy (hexane : EtOAc = 4 : 1) to give the desired product as a
pale yellow liquid (263 mg, yield 81%). 1H NMR (400 MHz,
CDCl3) d 1.9 (8H, m), 3.2 (4H, t, J = 7.3 Hz), 3.8 (6H, s), 4.1 (4H, t,
J = 6.2 Hz), 7.5 (2H, s), 7.7–8.1 (18H) ppm; 13C NMR (100 MHz,
CDCl3) d 28.0, 30.1, 33.0, 52.2, 74.8, 123.2, 124.5, 124.6, 124.7,
124.9, 125.1, 125.6, 126.4, 127.0, 127.3, 128.5, 129.7, 129.7, 130.7,
131.3, 136.4, 153.1, 165.9 ppm; IR (neat, NaCl): 3040, 2924, 2854,
1727, 1602, 1434, 1283, 1260 1037, 843, 757 cm�1; ESI-HRMS: m/z
calculated for [C50H42NaO6]+, 761.2874 found 761.2876.

Synthesis of compound 3

A solution of N-methylpiperazine in toluene (0.90 g, 9.02 mmol,
1 mL) was added to a solution of sodium bis(methoxyethoxy)
aluminum hydride (70% toluene solution, 1.04 g, 5.12 mmol,
2 mL) at 0 1C for 0.5 h. The obtained toluene solution was
added to a solution of 2 (100 mg, 0.14 mmol) in toluene (0.5 mL)
at �20 1C over 50 min, and the mixture was stirred at room
temperature for 30 min. The reaction was quenched by adding
water (20 mL) and toluene (5 mL). The insoluble materials were
filtered off and the filtrate was washed with a 1 N HCl solution,
water, and brine. The organic layer was dried over anhydrous
Na2SO4, and then concentrated in vacuo. Flash chromatography
(CH2Cl2) of the residue gave 3 as a yellow liquid (61.6 mg yield:
67%). 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) d 11.9 (8H, m), 3.3 (4H, t,
J = 7.2 Hz), 4.1 (2H, t, J = 6.2 Hz), 7.6 (2H, s), 7.7–8.2 (18H), 10.4
(2H, s) ppm; 13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) d 28.0, 28.9, 33.0, 75.7,
122.7, 123.1, 124.7, 124.8, 124.9, 125.1, 125.8, 126.7, 127.1,
127.3, 127.4, 129.9, 130.8, 131.4, 134.4, 135.9, 156.0, 189.3 ppm;
IR (neat, NaCl): 3526, 3039, 2937, 2864, 1686, 1602, 1439, 1376,
1243, 1161, 1036, 842, 758 cm�1; ESI-HRMS: m/z calculated for
[C48H38O4 + 2H2O]+, 714.2976 found 714.0608 and [C48H38O4 +
H2O]+, 696.2870 found 696.3110.

Synthesis of BPTG

To a hot solution at 70 1C of aminoguanidine hydrochloride
(33.17 mg, 0.3 mmol) in EtOH (1 mL) was added a solution of 3
(100 mg, 0.15 mmol, in 0.5 mL EtOH) and conc. HCl (0.1 mL).
The reaction mixture was heated up to 80 1C for 1 h. The
reaction mixture was cooled to 0 1C. The resultant precipitate
was filtered and washed with cold ether (2 mL) to give the bis-
guanylhydrazone analogue BPTG as a white solid 127 mg
(quantitative yield). 1H NMR (400 MHz, CD3OD) d 1.7 (8H, m),
3.0 (4H, t, J = 6.7 Hz), 3.9 (4H, t, J = 6.1 Hz), 7.4 (2H, s), 7.5–8.0
(18H), 8.22 (s, 2H) ppm; 13C NMR (100 MHz, CD3OD) d 28.1,
30.1, 33.1, 74.9, 123.3, 124.6, 124.7, 125.8, 125.7, 126.5, 127.1,
127.4, 128.5, 129.8, 130.9, 131.4, 136.5, 152.7, 166.2 ppm;
IR (neat, NaCl): 3523, 2925, 2854, 1739, 1674, 1629, 1457, 1379,
1245 cm�1; ESI-HRMS: m/z calculated for [C50H47N8O2]+,
791.3816 found 791.3816.

Study of the photophysical properties

A stock solution of BPTG (10 mM) in a mixed solution of pure
DMSO and 10 mM HEPES buffer pH 7.4 (1 : 6 v/v) was prepared.
The UV-vis absorption spectra were recorded in 1 cm quartz
cells at wavelengths ranging from 225 nm to 600 nm at room

Fig. 1 The molecular structure of a lipopolysaccharide28 and molecular
binding of bis-cationic aminoguanidine species with LPS.
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temperature. The fluorescence spectra were recorded from
365 nm to 665 nm at room temperature using an excitation
wavelength of 342 nm. The fluorescence quantum yield of
BPTG was calculated from the absorbance (below 0.05) by
comparing it to standard quinine sulfate (FF = 0.54) in 0.1 M
H2SO4.30 The standard curve was obtained by recording the
florescence from dilutions of the stock solution of LPS ranging
from 5 nM to 50 mM. Then, the optimized conditions for the
LPS sensor were investigated.

Fluorescence emission measurements

A stock solution of BPTG (100 mM) in pure DMSO was prepared.
A stock solution of 1 mM LPS was prepared by dissolving in
10 mM HEPES buffer pH 7.4. A mixed solution of BPTG (100 mM,
0.5 mL) and LPS solution (1 mM, 50 mL) at room temperature
was adjusted to 5.0 mL by adding the mixture of DMSO/10 mM
HEPES buffer pH 7.4 (1 : 6 v/v) to afford final concentrations of
100 mM BPTG and 100 mM LPS. At a time-point 5 minutes after
mixing, the fluorescence emission spectrum was recorded from
365 nm to 665 nm using an excitation wavelength of 342 nm. An
interference study using other biological anionic species with this
method utilized a stock solution of 10 mM of other common acid
and phosphate species (malic acid, oleic acid, lauric acid, aspartic
acid, glutamic acid, ATP, ADP, AMP, DNA, RNA, phosphate,
lecithin, and heparin) in 10 mM HEPES buffer pH 7.4. Mixtures
of BPTG (50 mM), LPS (5 mM) and each of these interfering species
(50 mM) were prepared. The fluorescence emission spectra were
recorded at the single wavelength of 485 nm, using an excitation
wavelength of 342 nm. All measurements were taken after 5 minutes
of mixing at room temperature.

Computational experiments

Different conformations of the bispyrenyl bis-guanylhydrazone
were obtained from the conformational search in Schrödinger
software by using the ConfGen method with the OPLS_2005
force field. The maximum number of examined conformations
was set to 1000. The DFT calculations with M06-2X functional
provided the stable local minima of the BPTG clusters, namely
sandwich-, semi- and open-stacking based on the folding of
pyrene to bis-guanylhydrazone. All structures were optimized
with a Gaussian 09 program. The 6-31G(d,p) basis set was used
for all atoms. The molecular orbitals and charges were calculated
with natural bond orbital (NBO) analysis.

Results and discussion

A novel fluorescent probe to detect LPS based on bispyrenyl
terephtalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone (BPTG) was prepared
by a straightforward three-step sequence in high yield. 2,3-
Dihydroxyterephthalic acid dimethyl ester was alkylated with
1-pyrenebutyl bromide using K2CO3 as the base in DMF to give 2
in 81% yield (Scheme 1). Aldehyde 3 was obtained in 67% yield
by the partial reduction of 2 with sodium bis(methoxyethoxy)-
aluminium hydride (Red-Al) in the presence of N-methyl-
piperazine.31 BPTG was obtained from the condensation of

terephtaldehyde 3 and the hydrochloride salt of aminoguani-
dine in refluxing ethanol and hydrochloric acid. Pure BPTG was
isolated as the crystalline hydrochloride salt after cooling to
0 1C and washing with cold ether.

Surprisingly, upon the addition of LPS into the BPTG solution,
green excimer fluorescence (peaked at 485 nm) was observed with
a characteristic feature of excimer emission along with an increase
in monomer emission at around 375 nm (Fig. 2). The enhance-
ment of both excimer and monomer emissions of the bispyrenyl
system is not usual since most sensors based on the two pyrene
unitslinked covalently to a central molecule show a ratiometric
fluorescence response with the changes in excimer–monomer
emissions, which involves the reduction of the monomer band
and the increase in the excimer emission upon binding to targets
and vice versa. Although the bispyrenyl molecule tends to form an
excimer in an aqueous medium due to the lipid nature of
pyrene,18,19,32–35 it is known that aromatic compounds can inter-
calate to quench the excimer–monomer emissions.36–38 Therefore,
the molecular orientation of BPTG could play an important role in
the fluorescent quenching process prior to the addition of LPS.

In order to better understand the structural behavior of BPTG,
a conformational search was done to obtain the low-lying stable
structures at the ground state of BPTG using the ConfGen39

method with the OPLS_2005 force field in Schrödinger software.
Three distinct conformations of BPTG as shown in Fig. 3, namely

Scheme 1 Synthesis of the LPS sensor BPTG.

Fig. 2 Changes in the fluorescence emission spectra of BPTG (10 mM)
upon the addition of LPS in DMSO/HEPES (v/v = 1/6) buffer solution
(10 mM, pH 7.4). Excitation wavelength: 342 nm. (inset) Photograph of
BPTG (10 mM) in the presence of 5 mM LPS in DMSO/HEPES (v/v = 1/6)
buffer solution (10 mM, pH 7.4).
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sandwich-, semi- and open-stacking based on the folding of
pyrene to bis-guanylhydrazone, were later optimized using the
DFT calculations with M06-2X functional40–42 in the Gaussian
09 program to provide the stable local minima. The relative
energies are 0.0, 4.4 and 15.5 kcal mol�1 for sandwich-, semi-
and open-stacking conformations, respectively.

A parallel and co-facial alignment of sandwich stacking
conformation with a highly congruent HOMO and LUMO in
Fig. 3 suggests that a pairing formed between the pyrenes and
the bis-guanylhydrazone prevents the formation of a pyrene
excimer in aqueous buffer via special p stacking with a butterfly-
like skeleton. The distances between each pyrenyl unit and the
phenyl ring of the terephtalaldehyde-bis-guanylhydrazone are in
the range of 3–4 Å. The HOMO density of the p-electron donor is
mainly located on one pyrenyl ring; moreover, the LUMO density of
the p-electron acceptor is mainly located on the bis-guanylhydrazone
system in the center part of the sandwich stacking. These molecular
characters could ultimately play an important role in the fluores-
cence quenching of monomer and excimer emissions through
photoinduced electron transfer (PET)43 prior to the binding with LPS.

On the basis of theoretical studies, the plausible mechanism of
BPTG in the present system is schematically depicted in Scheme 2
and accounts for the excimer–monomer emission ‘turn-on’ in
aqueous solution. Upon the binding of LPS and BPTG, the
aminoguanidine groups form salt bridges with the phosphate
groups of LPS; moreover, the pyrene units of BPTG interact with
the acyl chains of LPS via the lipophilic interactions. Therefore,
it is most likely that the pyrenyl units are loosened off from the
sandwich stacking and drawn into close proximity to form a pair
of excimers with monomer and excimer emissions.

Upon the addition of LPS (5 mM), BPTG (10 mM) exhibited
the highest I/I0 ratio of about 30 times as shown in Fig. 4 and

the quantum efficiency increased to 25% due to a conformational
change, allowing excimer formation (Table S1, ESI†). The detection
limit of BPTG for LPS was measured using the relative fluorescent
signal plot (I/I0) against LPS concentrations ranging from 0 to
5 mM, and this plot provided a good linear correlation (Fig. 4). The
limit of detection determined by the plot was 5 nM under our
experimental conditions. In order to understand the effect of the
stoichiometric ratio of BPTG to LPS, we performed a Job’s plot
analysis, and the result suggested that the stoichiometric ratio of
BPTG to LPS was 4 : 1 (Fig. 5).

To better investigate the practical applicability of BPTG as a
LPS fluorescence sensor, competitive experiments were performed
in the presence of LPS mixed with malic acid, oleic acid, lauric
acid, aspartic acid, glutamic acid, ATP, ADP, AMP, DNA, RNA,
phosphate, lecithin, and heparin, as shown in Fig. 6. No significant
interference was observed in the detection of LPS with the BPTG
sensor in the presence of the most competitive acid and phosphate
biological species. Accordingly, these observations suggest that the
BPTG sensor can be used as a selective fluorescent sensor for LPS
in the presence of most biological anionic species.

Heparin is regarded as one of the clinically important
medicines for preventing blood clots during heart surgery or
for the treatment of certain bleeding disorders. BPTG showed a

Fig. 3 Conformations of BPTG, HOMO (second row) and LUMO (third
row) of (a) sandwich- (b) semi- and (c) open-stacking conformations
optimized with the M06-2X functional in Gaussian 09 program.

Scheme 2 Proposed mechanism of the ‘‘turn-on mode’’ of BPTG after
the addition of LPS.

Fig. 4 Relative fluorescent signal (I/I0) of BPTG (I485 upon addition of
LPS 0–5 mM, lex = 342 nm) in a solution of DMSO/HEPES buffer (10 mM,
pH 7.4).
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slight change in fluorescence at 485 nm at high concentration
(50 mM) due to the lack of alkyl chains. To the best of our knowl-
edge, BPTG is the first chemosensor among other reported small

molecule probes that can sense LPS over heparin. A small
enhancement in the fluorescence emission at 485 nm was
observed with lecithin since it possesses long alkyl chains
and the negatively charged phosphate that can interact with
the aminoguanidine moieties of BPTG.

To demonstrate the application of BPTG as a tool for biological
studies, Vibrio cholerae, which are Gram-negative and virulent
bacteria causing diarrhoeal disease, were incubated with BPTG.
Green fluorescence was observed with a clear black background to
reveal living bacteria colonies due to the expression of LPS on the
cell surface, as shown in Fig. 7.

Conclusions

In summary, the development of BPTG for LPS sensing led us to
discover the unique molecular feature of BPTG as a self-
quenching molecule prior to binding to LPS. BPTG is a turn-on
probe for the LPS detection and displays monomer and excimer
emissions in aqueous solution with the lowest detection limit at
5 nM. BPTG is highly selective for LPS over heparin and other
anionic biological species. The unique molecular architecture of
BPTG provides a better understanding for the rational design of
fluorescence sensors.
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1. Spectroscopic data of synthesized compounds 
 

 

 

Fig. S1 1H NMR spectrum of dimethyl 2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)terephthalate (2) 
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Fig. S2 13C NMR spectrum of dimethyl 2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)terephthalate (2) 

Fig. S3 IR spectra of dimethyl 2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)terephthalate (2) 
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Fig. S4 ESI-MS of dimethyl 2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)terephthalate (2) 

Fig. S5 1H NMR spectrum of 2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)terephthalaldehyde (3) 
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Fig. S6 13C NMR spectrum of 2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)terephthalaldehyde (3) 

Fig. S7 IR spectra of 2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)terephthalaldehyde (3) 
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Fig. S8 ESI-MS of 2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)terephthalaldehyde (3) 

 

 

 
Fig. S9 1H NMR spectrum of 2E,2'E)-2,2'-((2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)-1,4-

phenylene)bis(methanylylidene))bis(hydrazinecarboximidamide) (BPTG)  



S7 
 

Fig. S10 13C NMR spectrum of 2E,2'E)-2,2'-((2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)-1,4-

phenylene)bis(methanylylidene))bis(hydrazinecarboximidamide) (BPTG) 
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Fig. S11 IR spectra of 2E,2'E)-2,2'-((2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)-1,4-

phenylene)bis(methanylylidene))bis(hydrazinecarboximidamide) (BPTG) 
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Fig. S12 ESI-MS of 22E,2'E)-2,2'-((2,3-bis(4-(pyren-1-yl)butoxy)-1,4-

phenylene)bis(methanylylidene))bis(hydrazinecarboximidamide) (BPTG) 
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2. Absorption spectra of BPTG before and after the addition of LPS 

 

Fig. S13 Absorption spectra of BPTG (5 M) in a solution of DMSO/HEPES (v/v = 1/6) buffer (10 mM, 

pH 7.4) before and after addition of LPS (10 M). The UV-vis absorbance maximum at 342 nm is 

corresponding to the pyrenyl band. 

 

3. The photophysical properties of BPTG 

Table S1. Photophysical properties of BPTG in a solution of DMSO/HEPES (v/v = 1/6) buffer (10 mM, 

pH 7.4) before and after addition of LPS. 

Compound 
Absorption Emission 

max(nm) (M-1cm-1) em(nm) F
a 

BPTG 342 76,320 485 0.072 

BPTG + LPS 342 78,537 485 0.090 

      
a : Quinine sulfate in 0.1 M H2SO4 (F = 0.54) was used as standard 
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4. Results of computational experiments   

 

 

Fig. S14 Sandwich stacking conformation of BPTG like a butterfly-like skeleton 

 

Table S2. BPTG’s conformations and their total energies, HOMO’s enegies, LUMO’s enegies and band 
gap of (a) sandwich- (b) semi- and (c) open-stacking optimized with the M06-2X functional in Gaussian 
09 program. 

 

 

The M06 functional was developed by Zhao and Truhlar. 1-3 The M06 functional, which take care the 

van der Waals interaction, has been successful studied on the adsorption and reaction on several 

material such as zeolite,4 alloy metal,5 porphyrin6 and metal-organic framework.7 We optimized all 

structures with Gaussian 09 program.8   

 

 

BPTG's Conformation

sandwish- semi- open-

Total E nergy (au) -2521.337149 -2521.330214 -2521.312463

Relative E nergy (kcal/mol) 0.00 4.35 15.49

LUMO (au) -0.21554 -0.22098 -0.23608

HOMO (au) -0.38725 -0.36041 -0.32508

band gap (eV) 4.67257252 3.79416916 2.421868



S12 
 

References 

(1) Zhao, Y.; Schultz, N. E.; Truhlar, D. G. "Design of density functionals by combining the method 
of constraint satisfaction with parametrization for thermochemistry, thermochemical kinetics, and 
noncovalent interactions" J. Chem. Theory Comput. 2006, 2, 364-82. 
(2) Zhao, Y.; Truhlar, D. G. "The M06 suite of density functionals for main group thermochemistry, 
thermochemical kinetics, noncovalent interactions, excited states, and transition elements: Two new 
functionals and systematic testing of four M06-class functionals and 12 other functionals" Theor. 
Chem. Acc. 2008, 120, 215-41. 
(3) Zhao, Y.; Truhlar, D. G. "Benchmark data for interactions in zeolite model complexes and their 
use for assessment and validation of electronic structure Methods" J. Phys. Chem. C 2008, 112, 6860-
8. 
(4) Boekfa, B.; Choomwattana, S.; Khongpracha, P.; Limtrakul, J. "Effects of the Zeolite Framework 
on the Adsorptions and Hydrogen-Exchange Reactions of Unsaturated Aliphatic, Aromatic, and 
Heterocyclic Compounds in ZSM-5 Zeolite: A Combination of Perturbation Theory (MP2) and a Newly 
Developed Density Functional Theory (M06-2X) in ONIOM Scheme" Langmuir 2009, 25, 12990-9. 
(5) Boekfa, B.; Pahl, E.; Gaston, N.; Sakurai, H.; Limtrakul, J.; Ehara, M. "C-Cl Bond Activation on 
Au/Pd Bimetallic Nanocatalysts Studied by Density Functional Theory and Genetic Algorithm 
Calculations" J. Phys. Chem. C 2014, 118, 22188-96. 
(6) Maitarad, P.; Namuangruk, S.; Zhang, D.; Shi, L.; Li, H.; Huang, L.; Boekfa, B.; Ehara, M. "Metal-
Porphyrin: A Potential Catalyst for Direct Decomposition of N2O by Theoretical Reaction Mechanism 
Investigation" Environ. Sci. Technol. 2014, 48, 7101-10. 
(7) Maihom, T.; Choomwattana, S.; Khongpracha, P.; Probst, M.; Limtrakul, J. "Formaldehyde 
encapsulated in lithium-decorated metal-organic frameworks: A density functional theory study" 
ChemPhysChem 2012, 13, 245-9. 
(8) Frisch, M. J., ; Trucks, G. W.; Schlegel, H. B.; Scuseria, G. E.; Robb, M. A.; Cheeseman, J. R.; 
Scalmani, G.; Barone, V.; Mennucci, B.; Petersson, G. A.; Nakatsuji, H.; Caricato, M.; Li, X.; Hratchian, 
H. P.; Izmaylov, A. F.; Bloino, J.; Zheng, G.; Sonnen Trucks, G. W.; Schlegel, H. B.; Scuseria, G. E.; Robb, 
M. A.; Cheeseman, J. R.; Scalmani, G.; Barone, V.; Mennucci, B.; Petersson, G. A.; Nakatsuji, H.; 
Caricato, M.; Li, X.; Hratchian, H. P.; Izmaylov, A. F.; Bloino, J.; Zheng, G.; Sonnenberg, J. L.; Hada, M.; 
Ehara, M.; Toyota, K.; Fukuda, R.; Hasegawa, J.; Ishida, M.; Nakajima, T.; Honda, Y.; Kitao, O.; Nakai, 
H.; Vreven, T.; Montgomery, J. A., Jr.; Peralta, J. E.; Ogliaro, F.; Bearpark, M.; Heyd, J. J.; Brothers, E.; 
Kudin, K. N.; Staroverov, V. N.; Kobayashi, R.; Normand, J.; Raghavachari, K.; Rendell, A.; Burant, J. C.; 
Iyengar, S. S.; Tomasi, J.; Cossi, M.; Rega, N.; Millam, N. J.; Klene, M.; Knox, J. E.; Cross, J. B.; Bakken, 
V.; Adamo, C.; Jaramillo, J.; Gomperts, R.; Stratmann, R. E.; Yazyev, O.; Austin, A. J.; Cammi, R.; Pomelli, 
C.; Ochterski, J. W.; Martin, R. L.; Morokuma, K.; Zakrzewski, V. G.; Voth, G. A.; Salvador, P.; 
Dannenberg, J. J.; Dapprich, S.; Daniels, A. D.; Farkas, Ö.; Foresman, J. B.; Ortiz, J. V.; Cioslowski, J.; Fox, 
D. J. Gaussian 09, Gaussian, Inc., Wallingford CT. 2009. 

 

 


	final report-eng-1_KK ปก และสารบัญ
	final report-eng-1_KK เนื้อหา
	authorreprints KKhownium MD KMITL 2019
	Supporting Information of NJC KKhownium

	CrossMarkLinkButton: 


