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Abstract

Hazards and extreme weathers have increasingly threatened cities and communities in South-
east Asia, putting many coastal areas under great pressure. While relocation is considered one of
strategies for reducing disaster risk as well as for adapting to climate and environmental change,
in many cases it led to negative social, economic consequences. Particularly for communities that
rely on place-dependent livelihoods such as fishing, it is argued in the even literature that relocation
can be impossible.

Interestingly, it appeared that some tsunami-impacted fishing communities tend to be able to
continue their fishing livelihoods after relocated away from the coast. However, understanding of
their experience was limited especially long after relocation programs. This study consequently
tries to help filling this gap by exploring the experience of a fishing community that relocated from
their original place but tending to be able to carry on their fishing practices.

Based on naturalistic paradigm, the study applies a qualitative case-study approach. Data
collection methods include individual and group interviews, observations, field examination and
reviews of related documents. The permanent housing project for tsunami victim at Bann Keauk
Kak, Phang Nga Province is chosen as a case study because it is one of few relocation projects
whose fishing livelihood tends to survive amidst its complex context

Results and findings elaborate the livelihoods of fisherfolks, their challenges and adaptation,
historical conflicts and evidences of disaster capitalism, changes in female livelihoods, for example.
These are also compared and contrasted with previous case study along with identifying critical
factors related to their vulnerability/adaptive capacity. The discussion conclude with theoretical
discussion regarding the application of the lens of Impoverished Risk and Reconstruction model,

resilience/adaptation, and disaster capitalism to analyze post-disaster vulnerability, which is
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expected to help expand the body of knowledge in post-disaster vulnerability analyses. Although
this paper is based on the context of tsunami-driven relocation, findings are transferable to inform
other situations subjected for questions about relocation such as in the context of climate and
environmental change.

For future studies, it is recommended that environmental issues such as wastewater
management and unsustainable, large-scale fishing need further investigation in detail. Although
they are not directly related to relocation, they were found to be important contributing factors to

challenges of post-relocation livelihoods.
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