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ABSTRACT

Project Code : MGR 5680164

Project Title : Adoption of Thai rubber Smallholders’ household on the use of ICT: A

case of Southern Thailand.

Investigator : MRS. CHALITA SRINUAN

E-mail Address :kschalit@kmitl.ac.th; chalita.srinuan@gmail.com

Project Period : 1 June 2013- 31 August 2014 (1 Year and 3 months)

Rubber is one of economic crops which create high economic values for Thailand apart
from rice. Under the uncertain socio-economic and environment situation, governments
have attempted to overcome some of the perceived information failures related to
production via agricultural extension services for example technology transfer program,
e-service and e-library. Thailand is still very young in term of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) adoption in agricultural sector, however. This study
aims to examine empirically whether socio-economic variables and farmer’s perception
have a systematic link with the adoption of ICT service by employing the Technology
Acceptance Model (TAM). Data were gathered from a distributed questionnaire in the
South of Thailand during December -May 2014 made up of 264 small rubber farmers.
The findings reveal the socio-economic variables have indirect effects on the ICT
adoption via the perceptions on rubber smallholders household. The significant
perceptions are perceived of usefulness, perceived quality, social influence and
facilitating condition. Possible policies to promote more ICT adoption among rubber

smallholders were also discussed

Keywords : ICT adoption, Perceived usefulness, Perceived quality, Rubber smallholders,

Thailand
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