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ABSTRACT

Project Code: MRG5980011

Project Title: ~ The Rahu: symbol in the art as well as the importance of the Rahu
belief in Thai society

Investigator: Dr. Prasirt Runra

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University
Project Period: 2 May 2016-1 May 2017

This research focuses on the succession and creation of the Rahu symbol in
the art as well as the importance of the Rahu belief in Thai society in the Central
Eastern and Western Regions by using field observation method, together with

participant observation.

The study of belief in Rahu in religious and cultural dimensions revealed that
the belief in Rahu in the scriptures is derived from the scriptures of the two religions,
which are the belief in Rahu in the Brahman - Hindu and the belief about Rahu in
Buddhist scriptures. The Rahu in the cultural dimension of Thailand found that the
belief in Rahu is derived from the three astrological types: Rahu and the stars, Rahu
with prophecy, and Rahu with rituals. The Rahu symbol in Thai society and culture
found four symbols: Rahu and Bhudda, Rahu and color, Rahu and letters and numbers,

and Rahul with prayer chanting.

In the aspect of the succession of Rahu symbol in Thai art, it is found that
there are two types of Rahu symbol in art, which are the sculpture and painting,
namely, murals and Thai painting. The research found that the succession of the Rahu

symbol in art was the result of the concept of Rahu symbolism according to Buddhism.

For the creative of Rahu symbol in Thai society, it has inherited in 2 types of
art which are the Rahu symbol in the sculpture and the creation of Rahu in painting.

the research found that the succession of the Rahu symbol in art was the result of the



concept of the Rahu symbol, which incorporates the Brahman-Hindu, but it is created

in the Buddhist context and the symbol is appeared in a Buddhist place.

The creation of the Rahu symbol in the sculpture is classified into 4 groups
such as 1) floating sculptures, and it is sub-categorized into 3 types such as floating
sculpture of Rahu where his the lower part is Ketu, floating sculpture of Rahu with half
body, and floating sculpture of Rahu sitting on the Garuda, 2) High Relief sculpture,
and it is sub-categorized into 2 types such as High Relief sculpture of Rahu presenting
as the base of sacred objects, and High Relief sculpture of Rahu used as a decoration
of temple, 3) the Bas Relief sculpture of Rahul, sub-categorized into 2 types which are
the Bas Relief sculpture as amulet coin, and the Low Relief sculpture used as a

decoration of temple, and 4) Intaglio Relief sculpture of Rahu.

The creation of Rahu in the image category is classified into 2 groups such as
1) the printing image of Rahu, sub-categorizing into 2 types which are the printing image
of Rahu used in the religion and belief and the printing image of Rahu used to describe
social phenomena, 2) the painting of Rahu, sub-categorizing into 2 types which are the
painting of Rahu used in the religion and belief and painting of Rahu used to describe

social phenomena.

From the study, it is found that the successions of Rahu symbol in 3 works
are first, the idea of the creation of Buddhist place as the center of the universe.
Second, it is the idea of worshiping the Buddha in the future. And the last factor is the
idea of teaching religion in Thai society. The Rahu symbolism in art has 4 main factors:
first, the idea of astrology in Thai society. Second, the characteristics and phenomena
of Buddhism in Thai society which are categorized into 2 factors: 1) populist Buddhism
in Thai society and 2) Buddhist commercialism in Thai society. Third, it is the role of
Rahu as a universal symbol in Thai society. Lastly, the new meaning of Rahu in Thai
society is now classified into 3 meanings: 1) Rahu: the symbol for elimination of evil.

2) Rahu: the symbol of fortune and 3) Rahu: symbol of the passage.

This research reflects that the combination of beliefs about Rahu in Thai art

is the result of 2 major social phenomena which are the merging of Rahu's belief to



create value, and the combination of Rahu's belief and the cultural flow. Thus, the
combination of beliefs about Rahu in Thai art reflects the mental propulsion between
the "creators" and the "receivers" of art as a mental anchor until there is the

phenomenon of the creation of Rahu symbol for worship in society.
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