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Abstract
Project Code: MRG5980115
Project Title: Morphological Identity of Bangkok
Investigator: Asst. Prof. Singhanat Sangsehanat, Ph.D.

Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University
E-mail Address: singhanat.s@gmail.com

Project Period: 24 months

Urban identity is associated with meanings of human existence in the environment
where people’s recognitions of townscape and self-identity are embedded in that
determination. The aim of this research is to question of Bangkok’s built forms as well as the

ways in which people present the meaning of those environments.

In order to demonstrate urbanization of the city, the research carried out the study of
productions of socio-spatial patterns and found that the plurality of classes and townscapes
is fundamental of Bangkok communities. The derivation of urban forms is complex because
community generations do not replace each other but exist, mix, superimpose and integrate
to all cultural heterogeneity. Comprising of eight patterns of forms, Bangkok’s urban
morphologies are identified by social dynamics and settlement patterns along Khlong-Lat to
Soi-Lat (from man-made canal to shortcut alley) of the city. The research applied these
classified local morphologies to analyse people’s sense of place and found different levels of
place attachment. Delivering sense of pleasure and security, early morphological patterns
present on the correspondence between social idea and life and built forms. New townscape
of the city, nonetheless, hands people awareness in different ways because of its inconsistency
to people’s use, movement and bond in space. Based on social perceptions, the urban
identity is finalized of how people stamp on personal and social identities into the
environment; the urban forms, nevertheless, cannot deliver the identity that people hold for,
and expect from, their places. The cultural dichotomy was criticized of development and
social inquiry as well as productions of spaces and experience of the places in order that

townscape could be constructed on the experience and aspiration of society.
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