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This research aims at enquiring why the peasants still keep on their rice farming even
though they face a lot of problems on their rice farm both from an uncontrollable natural
factors such as flood and drought and from a structured societal factors such as government
policy on water management, indebtedness, fluctuation of the price in rice market and so on.
To answer the research questions, the researcher have conducted a 2 years ethnographic
filedwork in non-irrigation areas of Ta Mo village and Nong Khao Khwai village in Bang Rakam
district, Phitsanulok province. During 2 years fieldwork, the reseach can describe and explain
the mode of rice production of the Bang Rakam peasants during at least 4 cycles of rice
cultivation. The key informants of the research are the peasants in Ta Mo and Nong Khao
Khwai village who have a lot of experiences both in major and second rice farming.

The research found that the rhythm of rice farming was changed since the peasants
had decided to reduce and stop planting a local rice crops (floating rice) to a genetic varieties
rice crops which have a short period of growth duration. Consequently, the peasants are able
to do rice farming out of rainy season more than 1 cycle of rice production a year. The peasants
changed from being dependent on rain water to groundwater instead. Although using
groundwater give more opportunity to the peasants to increase their rice production cycle, it
also increase a cost of production such as a cost of oil price. The rhythm of rice farming is
faster in accordance to the short-term growth duration of second rice farming. Meanwhile, it
decreases the refinement of rice cultivation and also cause the amount of rice that exceeds
the market demand.

This study inquires the facts that the peasants do not intend to do rice farming rapidly.
But their indebtedness in bank loans and personal loans and their household expenses push
them to continue their rice farming, especially doing second rice farming. Moreover, the
peasants do not stop rice farming because it is their specialization that they have learnt and
stocked their knowledge since a previous generation. Thus, The current problem of rice and
rice farmers in Thailand is not how to stop the peasants doing rice farm, but how to support
them to survive by themselves on market treadmill, and encourage them to rethink about a
quality and refined rice cultivation, and also to reduce using an intensive pesticide.
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