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Communicating Ideology: The Narrative of Elderly in Thai Media

ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study titled “Communicating Ideology: The Narrative of Elderly in Thai
Media” were to examine the communicating ideology by which the Thai media narrates the elderly; to
examine the process by which the Thai media narrates the elderly; and, to examine the ideology on
the elderly as held by the audience.

This is a qualitative research, encompassing the subject of ideology, narrative, decoding and
encoding, with an emphasis on the decoding of what it is to be the elderly as narrated by the media
through non-fictions and fictions. It did so through textual analysis of news and video clips, as well as
through in-depth interviews with 10 members of the media to gain insight into the process by which
they narrate the elderly, and with 30 individuals from teenage, working age and elder groups to
determine their ideology on the narrative of the elderly.

The study has found a discrepancy in ideology between the non-fiction narrative and the
fiction narrative of the elderly. In the presentation of news or non-fiction account, the plights of the
elderly are often featured including illnesses, deterioration of health and desertion. On the other hand,
fiction stories paint the positive, idealistic portrait of the elderly where they are valued and meaningful
as the center of the family or the community. In fictions, the elderly is experienced, knowledgeable
and respected individuals. This differs from the ideology of the press where their news pieces often
focus on negative incidents occurring to the elderly like the deterioration of their health, their being
deserted, deceived or victimized. The opposite is true for fictions where the elderly is empowered with
certain roles within the family. The audience have different ways of decoding what it is to be the
elderly from fictions. Teenagers take note of their physical characteristics like slow movement,
hunched back and poor health. Working age people have the notion that news pieces relating to the
elderly often pitch the negative circumstances, unlike fictions where being older is meaningful and
beautiful. Lastly, the elderly define their own population as aging but strong. Therefore, the media
should promote the ideology where the elderly is strong and capable of looking after themselves.

The communicating ideology is different where the narmative of non-fictions portrays the
elderly from the perspective of feebleness while fictions promote the positive aspects of being them.
The majority of the audience decodes the same message as presented by the media, and appeals to
the media to redefine their narrative of the elderly, as well as to instill an idea or an ideology whereby

people in the society can be more respectful and caring towards them.

Keywords : Eldery, Ideology, Communication
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)
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ANa o o AN A = ' A v oA Y
miluinUszdriwvesyrnanilenfivieyaravengu Inenettosiuisesveteng dudfy
mningtesiunsinauevesdemiavufemslddsungasisaiedesdnldvunzay
] o & Y A2 v oo 1% DR, 2w
worhegsislulom visedagasniludgels envavgnairaliiduiiie Wuiasas
M vo Ly o .:4' & v
nldsunsagn Selaefiaeasdy 9 lWuduy
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