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Abstract

Project Code : MRG6080219

Project Title : Sustainability and Competitive Advantage in Food Industry: Case
Study of Organic Jasmine Rice

Investigator : Asst.Prof.Dr.Pittawat Ueasangkomsate Kasetsart University
E-mail Address : pittawat.u@ku.th

Project Period : 2 years

This study is aimed at exploring sustainability through organic agricultural
practices and competitive advantage underpinned by the theory of the natural resource
based-view, for organic jasmine rice farmers in clusters in three provinces in the
Northern-east part of Thailand, including Surin, Amnat Charoen, and Yasothon. For this
research, a qualitative research method is deployed through in-depth interviewing and
focus groups as well as quantitative data collection through a questionnaire with
purposive sampling. As the conceptual framework, the Partial Least Squares Structural
Equation Model (PLS-SEM) was deployed for the statistical data analysis. The results
from qualitative analysis indicate that sustainability through organic agricultural practices
consists of four elements: 1) pollution prevention; 2) product stewardship; 3 ) clean
technology, and 4 ) bottom of the pyramid has the relationship with competitive
advantage of organic jasmine rice farmer. In addition, the findings from the path-analysis
of PLS-SEM show that the bottom of the pyramid has a positive effect on competitive
advantage, which significantly leading to motivate other farmers to move from

conventional agriculture to organic farming more widely.

Keywords : Competitive Advantage; Organic Agricultural Practices; Organic Jasmine

Rice; Sustainability
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