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Abstract

This research titled “future and possibility: Temporal perspectives of Burmese
migrant” examines the way Burmese immigrant workers in Thailand understand their own
future. It delves into how they encounter temporal experience and exert subjective
capabilities toward the anticipated future, and how the futural orientation has informed
their decision- making and actions in the present. The author answers the research
questions with the approach of an ethnographic study in a Burmese migrants’ community.
Itis a fishing town called, in pseudonym, as Porn-Thep in a southern province of Thailand.
Data are collected through the methods of document analysis, semi-structure interviews,

life history interviews and participant observation.

Amidst the impoverished and precarious life conditions, Burmese migrants, in the
town, inhabit an imagined future state of the world and belief in casual relations leading
to the future state. This imagined future plays an important role in their present practices,
ranging from the search for the possibility of return to Myanmar for good to the definition
of happiness in the long-term temporality that considers gambling and indebtedness as
threats. Some of them initiate self-enterprises, though these are illegal in according to the
existing Thai law. Many Burmese workers also struggle to find the best way of care-giving
and care-receiving in the context of transnational family. These migrants possess desire
and aspiration for a goof life. The anticipation is fictional in the sense that it creates a
space, in which one can experience a different reality that differs from real situations.
While the Thai state attempts to control and inspect their existence and activities, the

imagined future has become a source of possible novelt



