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ABSTRACT
Project Code: PDF/0922541
Project Title: MIANG (TEA) FARMERS' KNOWLEDGE ABOUT BIODIVERSITY FOR
HIGHLAND WATERSHED MANAGEMENT OF NORTHERN THAILAND
investigators: Dr Pomnchai Preechapanya, Chiang Dao Watershed Research Station,
Watershed Subsection, Forest Environmental Research and Development
Section, Forest Research Office, Royal Forest Department.
Dr Pongsak Sahunalu,
Silviculture Department, Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University

E-mall Address: pepeiailoxinto co th

Project Period: 1 July 1998 — 30 June 1999

Objective: The study on the miang tea fammers’ knowledge and watershed
management sciences. A combined knowledge base was created in terms of hierarchies
and text statements and stored in a durable, accessible and transparent form.
Methodology: To investigated relating to how farmers presently manage their watershed
ecosystems and the underlying biodiversity of the plants and animals and the interactions
occumng among biotic components. The knowledge acquired from key informants was
evaluated in terms of its representativeness of the knowledge of the community as a whole
and the extent to which it was complementary or contradictory to scientific knowledge. The
extent to which indigenous and scientific knowledge could be usefully combined was
investigated.

Results: The research demonstrated that the indigenous ecological knowledge collected
from key informants was explanatory, predictive and of technical relevance. it was also
representative of most of the farmers in the community. The combination of indigenous and
scientific knowledge provided a more powerful resource for improving the sustainability of
the highland watershed ecosystemn than using either knowledge system alone but required
further quantification for solid management recommendations to be formulated.
Suggestions/Further implication/implementation: The knowledge elicited had a usefut
role to play in furthering scientific understanding about the ecosystem and suggested new
lines of research that may be more appropriate for promoting incremental change to
watershed systems than extending conventional technology packages involving watershed

management science.
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