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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to make the linguistic atlas presenting the
Thai and Malay lexical distribution in the five southem border provinces of Thailand
in order to establish the isoglosses between these two languages.

The data were collected by using the postal questionnaire of 75 semantic
units. The lexical item representing each semantic unit was designed as a question of
3 multiple choices: the Thai choice, the Malay choice and the Cambodian choice
which was the wrong answer. The informants were the 2,680 headmen from every
villages in the target area.

It was found that Thai was spoken by the people in 1,285 villages (47.95 %)
the majority of which were in Songkhla and Satun provinces, and Malay was spoken
by the people in 1,395 villages (52.50%) which were mostly in Pattani, Yala and
Narathiwat. After the lexical analysis, it was found that there were 12 groups of
semantic units: 3 of 2-lexicon items, 12 of 3-lexicon items, 15 of 4-lexicon items,
16 of S5-lexicon iterns, 10 of 6-lexicon items, 4 of 7-lexicon items, 1 of 8-lexicon
item, 4 of 9-lexicon items, 1 of 10-lexicon item, 3 of 11-lexicon items and 1 of 12-
lexicon item. The area of the study could be considered as 2 parts: the area of
Songkhla and Satun where 5 sets of bundles of isoglosses could be established and
the area of Pattani and Narathiwat where Thai was spoken sparsely and isoglosses
could not be established. The Malay in the area was divided into 2 main dialects in
this study: the Satun Malay and the Pattani Malay. It was also found that there were
Cambodian of the Austroasiatic language family and Urak Lawoi of the

Austronesian language family in some villages.





