ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to examine the influences of family and peers on
amphetamine use behaviors, and to identify variables, which determined amphetamine use behavior
among adolescence. Four objectives were examined in the sets of two. Each for quantitive and
qualitative study respectively. The sample consisted of 413-amphetamine use adolescent from
Central Juvenile Bangkok Observation and Protection Center, and 397 non-amphetamine use from
congestion communities. The instruments were family and peers questionnaires and social variable
and social skill tests. Path analysis indicated that peer deviant behavior and family conflict had
positive effect on amphetamine use behavior, whereas parental monitoring and family involvement
had negative effect on amphetamine use behavior. After rearranging the path, the model fitted the

data well accounted for 50% of the variance in amphetamine use behaviors.

To satisfy the second objective for finding the important factors involved in amphetamine
use, logistic regression was used to identify the variables. Based upon the logit model, the
regression coefficients indicated that peer deviant behavior was the most influent factor. Utilizing
Baysian Information Criterion (BIC) anc the regression coefficients, the positively influential variables
on amphetamine use ranking from high to low could be opportunity in exposing to amphetamine use,
attitude in amphetamine, and family conflict repectively. Negatively influential factors for amphetaine
use intepretating in the same fashion were emotional sensitivity, social attachment, acceptable-social
activities, and social expressivity, respectively. The logit model in term of natural logarithm scale

obtained in this study was tested for fithess and was accounted for accuracy of 92.67% of variance.

Qualitative study using method of in-depth interview has been carried out. Five factors
were identified being invloved with amphetamine use. These factors were associated with family,
school, community, peer, and one's self. These factors had relationship and were being connected
among them. The findings also showed that amphetamine use behaviors in adolescent were similar

to those from the quantitative study in this research.
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