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Abstract

This two-phase research was designed to answer a research question:
What are the obstacles or difficulties in learning English by non-major-and
non-minor of English graduate students. Classroom observation and in-depth
interview were utilized in the first phrase and questionnaire in the second.

Four hundred and forty-seven first-year graduate students participating
in the research were recruited on the random selection and volunteer-bases.
Four hypotheses were (2sted. Findings from both phases accepted
hypotheses 1 and 4—most graduate students did not attain satisfactory
achievement, and; most students’ low achievement was due to poor
foundation of English. The other two were rejected—students’ low
achievement was due to high anxiety;, and the low achievement was due to
negative attitude towards English language leaming.

It was concluded that the major factor affecting graduate students’
lower-than-satisfactory achievement was the mismatch of the learners’ Iimited
knowledge and the input they encountered at that level. The lengthy duration
of the students’ divorce from English language leaming or use was indicated
to make it even harder for them to bndge the gap between their o/d knowledge
and the new experience.

It was recommended that English language curricula be written to
correspond with the learner’s level of proficiency.
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