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Abstract
The F onomics of Producing and Marketing Pesticide-Safe Vegetahles

The purpose of this Tesearch was to sty the cconomics ol producing and
marketing ¢ § pesticide-safe vegetables in Swratthani province. The study included
descriptive imalyses, costs and retums, marketing costs and strateeic plan analysis.
Methods of data collection were {13 group interviews of the farmers in Koanjanadil and
Donsak dis victs. (2) # questionnaire survey of 50 farmers o collect the data on the
socioeconotaie as well as the production and marketing management aspecls, (3) a
survey to bollecl the data on the costs and returns (o farmers and the costs ol
mearketing imd (4) a workshop conducted on the problems and constraints of
producing nd marketing pesticide- safe w:g,-:mhlcs in Suratthani, (5) a swvey of
specialists [0 identify the problems and obtuin recommendations. Dota analyscs were:
(1} deserighve analysis, (2) production costs and retumns analysis, (3) break even point
technigue,| 4) marketing costs and margins amilysis and (3} strategic plan analysis for
producing and marketing pesticide-safe vegetables.

Ihi result revealed that the major income of farmers surveyed was from
rubber. Mist farmers grew vegetables as a source of supplementary income. [he
[avorite vésetables grown were yard long beans, cucumbers, luffa, chinese cabbage,
chinese ka2, mustard leaves and bitter gourd, MNon-cash labor cost was the biggest
part of the production cost. More than 98% of pesticide-safe vegetables prown by
farmers were sold to local traders as ordinary vegelables, Transportation was the
main makcling cost,  From production  aspects, inconslant and Inconsistent
productiol quantities, as well as limited types of vegetables sold, were the main
problems:] Tn addition, the non-existence of market places for pesticide-safe

vegeiablell in Suraithani, and the unpredictable prices were two major marketing



problems. ased on the costs and returns analysis, growing pesticide-sale vepetlables
in an open field vsing integrated pest management technigue was economically
profitable. || Marketing was perceived as the main problem. Farmers were (o sell
posticide-s3e vepetables 1o local traders al Lhe same low price as the ordinary
vegetables.| This was because farmers were unable to contact the supermarkets duc 10
the inconsitiency of production quantities, and have no specific markel lor pesticide-
free vepetalles in Suratthani. Increasing farmers” opponunily to market vegetables as
pesticide-sale vegetables would be a significant factor 1o the greater expansion of

commercial pesticide-sale vepetables in Suratthani.

Keywords) pesticide-sale vegetables, producing, marketing, Surnitham provinee
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