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Project Title : The Creation, Reproduction and Extension of Social Capital In Rural The Northeast of
Thailand.
Investigator : Asst. Prof. Dr.Buapun Promphakping )

Department of Social Development Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Khon Kaen Universily.
E-mail Address : buapungokku.ac.th

Project Period : 2 years

Abstract

The obhjectives of this study are three {olds. Firstly, to study the nature of the creation and
reproduction of social capital in rural villages. Secondly, to study the utilization of social capital in
different unit of actions, including households, community and inter communities. Thudly, 10 evaluate
develupmeni strategies or policies that support the expansion or the utilization of social eapital. Three
rural viltages were selected for empirical study. Community study techniques and household survey
were employed for collecting data. In an analytical review of related literature revealed that concepts
and theones of social capital generated from western scholars tend to associate with the promotion of
growih eticiency. Instead, the Thai notion of social capital tends to concern with moral problems of the
economic growth,

Findings of the empirical study of three villages are summarized below;

The expansion of the state and the market into the village after the Second World War
generated vertical types of networks. Albeit an extensive incorporation into the state and the market,
villagers continued to maintain their communities, physically socially and spiritually. The incorporation
into the wider contexts of rural household has form what can be regarded as the structural constraints.
Howeves, rural househoids are aclively managing their resources in response to the structural
constraints. They diversify their livelihoods by employed different types of resources they possess,
including. material, human, social and cultural resources. At the community level, there were numbers
of groups established under the courses of rural development in the past two decades. A number of
these groups were dissolved or becoming inactive. The main types of group that are found to be active
in rural villages at present are groups related with financial management. There have been also
attempts to create horizontat types of link among the village communities, albeit major aims of these
links were to trap resources from outside rather than to generate exchange among the village

communities.



In respect with cultural institutions, three major cultural institutions, i.e. the tradition practices of
heet sip song and kong sip si, beliefs in spirits and popular Budhism were found to be continualty
reproduced. These institutions remained sources of moral support for migrants, refining networks or
linkages arnong rural dweliers, integrating of the growing disperse due to the transformation.
Households in rural villages adopted divers strategies of earning living in order to sustain in the
villages.

In an attempt to seek for theoretical explanation, this study argues that social capital is the
phenomena of transcendental between the state of mind and the state of material. Three
recommendations regarding policy and development strategy to enhance social capital were
proposed. These are the creation of horizontal network, the production and consumption of cultural

goods and the creation of human capital.



Executive Summary

The research titled "The Creation, Reproduction and Expansion of Social Capital in Rurat the
Northeast of Thailand” is the Post-doctorali Research Program of the Research Fund of Thailand under.
The budget of this research is amount of 393,000 THB and the period of this project is 24 months.
However, the completion of this project took 33 months, or 9 months longer than the original plan. This
research is mentored by Prof. Dr. Chattip Nartsupha.

The research question is set in the context of the economic crisis of Thailand began in 1999.
This crisis has drawn attention of the scholar on what is termed as social capital. But the empirical
investigation of this study focuses on the three rural villages in the Northeast of Thailand. The objective
of the research are; to examine the nature of social capital, to examine the ways in which social capital
is employed in household level and, to analyze how social capitali 1s implicated by development
policies.

The analysis of the previous study of social capital shows that there has long been recognized
of social capital within Thai scholars, albeit the termed has just gained popularity after the economic
crisis. The treatment of on social capital of Thai studies seems to go beyond the economic notion that
laid emphasis on efficiency of economic transaction. This study provided some explanation of how
social capital at micro level, i.e. community and household level can be created, reproduced and
extended. Moreover, in an attempt to generate theoretical explanation, the analysis of this study
suggested that social capital is not a static state, it is rather a dynamic state. In other words, social
capital is changing and the change of social capital can be considered as the transcendental between
the state of mind and the state of material. In this respect, this study has attempted to point to the new
areas in which the exploration of social capital in particular and social sciences as a whole could be
extended.

within the period of 33 months of the research project attempted to promote attentions and the
scholars and researchers on social capital. The project, with support of the Faculty of Humanity and
Social Sciences organized a seminar in which prominent experts on social capital were invited to
present their views and the project also present preliminary findings in this seminar. The proceeding of
this szminar was pu*ished and a part of the publication cost was funded by the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Khon Kaen University. Furthermore, | also presented a paper of this project in the
National Conference on Sociology organized in Bangkok in the last December. The project also intends
to publish the full research report after the end of the project.

In an attempt to puthsh the research in international journal, this project submitted an article

titlect "The Usa of Social Capital in Rural Development in the Northeast of Thailand” to the Joumnal of



Southeast Asian Studies, Department of History, NUS in September 25, 2002. However, the paper was
declined to publish. This is perhaps due to the fact that at that time, the final report of this project was
not finished yet. | will continue to attempt to get a paper of this research to publish after the formal
closure of the project. At this moment, | was suggested by the mentor {(Prof. Chattip) to submit the
paper to the Journal of Thai Culture. | also meet the referee of the Journal of Community Development
{Dr. J. Devine) last January that | was encouraged to submit my paper.

One important problem occurred during the course of research is that | was tied with works in
my office, as the staffs of the Department of Social Development. This is not a specific problem for only
this project, but it seems to be a structural problem. However, the burden at my office was especially

paramount in the last few years when the University planed to be independent Universty.
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