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ABSTRACT

This research aims to survey the variation of Malay dialects spoken in five
southern bordered provinces, to reconstruct their ancient forms, to analyze sound
change of ancient forms in Malay dialects of the area and to subgroup Malay dialects in
five southern bordered provinces by the basis of sounds and lexicon. The data was
collected from informants in 40 points of Pattani Malay and 5 points of Satun Malay
speaking area. Then, sound correspondences of cognates were studied to find out the
variation of sounds of each dialect. These sound variations were classified into initial
consonants, middle consonants, final consonants, single vowels, complex vowels and
rhymes. After that, proto or ancient forms were reconstructed. Finally, all variants were
subgrouped.

The results show that Malay dialects spoken in five southern bordered
provinces can be classified into 2 dialects. They are Pattani Malay with 9 subdialects
and Satun Malay with 3 subdialects. There are 23 consonant phonemes, 10 single
vowel phonemes and 4 complex vowel phonemes in ancient Pattani Malay whereas 19
consonant phonemes, 8 single vowel phonemes and 2 complex vowel phonemes are
found in ancient Satun Malay. Pattani Malay can be divided into 2 subgroups by the
basis of both sound and lexicon; eastern and western. However the difference is found

in the details. Satun Malay also can be divided into 2 subgroups; eastern and western.

Key words: Malay dialect, dialects subgrouping
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The Satun Malay Language is spoken by Thai Moslems in
Amphoe Muang, Satun Province, on the west coast of Thailand.
Nowadays only people in some villages like Tamalang, Ban
Khuan, Puyu, Tangyongpo, Ban Changlung, Chekbilang and

Ko Saray can speak Satun Malay.

(Maneerat Chotikakamtorn 1981:1-2)

Native speakers of Pattani Malay are the majority population

in the central and eastern parts of southern panhandle of
Thailand from about the level of the town of Hat Yai to the
Malaysian border. Their language constitutes the final marginal
regional language in the country, covering the provinces of

Yala, Pattani, Naratiwas and the southern part of Songkhla.

(Smally 1994 : 155)
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