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The State of Thai Studies: A Critical Survey

The Edftordal Commifies

The State of Thal Sludmes: A Crvcal Sureey” s @ research projoct that ittempts
1o sunvay the deveiopment of Thal studies pver e iest thmse dacades: || explores the
body of knowledige, thoonng and Ihe spplication of mase heores In the studies of Tha
socisly.  In addilon, ihis project discusses rosesrch problams and makes
methodological propasals for further studies. OF tha seven articles m 1hts volumo, six
were presentad 2t Panpl 8 The State of Thal Studies ol the Sixth Intemational
Conterence an Thal Studias held during 14-20 Octobar 1908 In Chilang Mal. The other
study try Thongohai Winlchakul offers a hstodcal perspective significant to Thai studien.

Earior, That sludins were conducied trom Me perspeciives of western schodars
who hed fved in Thalland, In e last comury, Thallend, known then ss Siam, was
regaried a3 o small and backward country vuingmble to tho thres of westem
colonisssm. Such a threal prompled the ruling class @ launch the reform necessary for
nitions! unity. Education was not an axceplion. The studies of Thal sackaty had bean
conducted from the parspective of the vpper classas.  Royal academics bulll up the
domain of Thal stutlies by rowriting Mstney, ghing new sxplanations on Buddhism and
Tha Blemture. Those viows romain infusntial even woday,

Aftar World War I, Thai studies, under Amedcan mfluencs, was divided into teo
groups: e consarvative and the progrossive.  The first group, led by MR Hubeit
Pramaof, concantrated mora on radiional rluals and the dissemination of court cullum 1o

' Tna ecnomt coovmses and e researchars would ks is Fors The Tratand Rasoorch Fynd for s ranas
Eppbisnce Aosociale Profissor Sunmak Busnesheimes et Do Chadachal Sultwal gave valushie adves snd seoois
oo = P resesrch foam

Far B Tintoducson” periculary the adilonal sommitier acorecialed The axsstancs of Ajar Sutanes Faifion T
et sopoestons eading um@ﬁnﬁ;w-ﬁmﬂqh e Trai rguage,
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e prabsic:

Ever sincs, Thal sipdies conducted by members of the middle claze have
sdopled & more liberal poinl of view. Under westem influsnces, Tha) studies have
focused on sconomic progress, capitalizm, the role of the mididle class in the Tha
ooy, culiral dimensions, Thai lemture under the westam Influgnce &5 well g5 the
modem concent of beduty, These studies tand o be crilical of Thai bureaucracy and
poliies dictaorship. Itis an atlempl to bresk away frem the consenvative Tramawork by
TEpiRCIngG i wilh & capitalislic paradigm,

Lbarafism 0 Thal sluces hes loog proved popular BORY acadomics.,
However. me application of weatam socisl theonas o Thas socisly Has been problematic
In teu respects: First, Thal scholars have had only # supericial knowlodge of westam
socil Mwories.  Honce, thelr understanding of Thal soclety was Incomplele. Seeand,
Thal scademics lacked o protund understanding of their own Gulturg, Many sudies
wen conducted in order i serve alals and capitalate dooleglos,

Betore the studant uprsing on Oct 14, 1873, Thai scadumics had nirepdy boon
defisbng on the realily and nature of Thal sociaty, With groater friedom of expression,
Thal scholars hwd increasingly adophod ths point of view of ths minsses. Following the
Det 14, 1073 event, ncadomics became mom Intersdled in local knowlitge as well as
aral history and lteratum.  However, in its extrenw form, tho Bllampt by Thal glsdias to
amancpate itsell from foreign influance only kea to natonallsm and racism. It had siso
bratrod Itssdf fram the full impont of fechnalogical advancement

But gradually such Thal studies have developed themselves Into n credible
‘Science’. Local knowledge has bosome u subisct of intnres smonp thinkars and sociks!
aclivists In tho fasl (wo decadss. The woeds “Thal intolectual Mstory® and “loost
knowiedga® have become acceplable terms in academic. circles. A number of That
Ininkecs: who should b honored for thair contdbutions in thase areas ‘are Puay
Ungrakom, Sulak Sivaraksa, Prawase Wasl, Snoh Chamark, Ekkawlt na Thatang, Nipad
Tiamwiham, Sen Fongpil, Kanchans Kzewiheo., Bamiung -Boonpanya, Apichar
Thongyoo and Suthipong Pongpaiboon, ameng others.

Hance, epart from tha studies of stst= and capital, locat knowlede has sks
begome anather major field of Thei studies. Both arsas have been studied from difierent



ferspeciives thal somehow reinforce ons snother. AL the beginning, enly westem
academics snd & few Thal scholars psricipsted I Thai studiss. More recantly, Thai
stuclere nave gone beyond the concems of academic Cinsies,

The first arlicle in this volume, *The Chsnging Landscape of the Past New
Hislones in Thalland -since 1973 by Thongohai Winichakul, I8 a' reading of Nithi
fewsrmong's concepl which chaflenged Mo imacilional mstorical view of Prince
Osmrong Rajanubhab, Nithi hes expantded his histoncal studies by includfing # tastory
of the rddie class as wall 85 local imowledgo. Furthermore, his naw interpretation of
Thi hstory |s basad on his readings in economics, society and lllorature. According 1o
Thongehai, Mithl's views mark Ihe baginsing of 8 new intélicctual era, making
neCestary io reevaluale traditiongl concepts in history. Thongehal then calls sfsnbion 1o
ihe “Political Ecanomy group® which is led by the Catthip school of thoughl, They have
sludied local history Systemalically with & sirong dolermination o enable communiiies 1o
fight fur mair identiles and ideclogies. Thongohai siso proposes the ideas of Sdcak
Walipogom and Thida Sarwym in reglonsl history.  Their studies are based on
srcheclogical ovidenca bul have gradually Wmed 1o myth and local balists and muaks.
Accorng o Thongohai, Srsak, unlike Chatthip, doos not deny the significanco ol Me
elatn

Sempong  Wilavasakpan, unike Thongchai, focuses his. studies on Tes
pommunities scattemd across Thalland and Lacs and along the bordars of Ching, Indm,
Burma and Viatnam, His artloly, "Three Decades of Tal Studios-and Thl Studies: A
Comparsthve Study of Tal Sucietias and Cultures™, races the history of Tal tribes befone
Ihey becsma the modam Siamese ond Thasl. His sludiss have been concemed with
threo @spects: radilon, anthropology snd culture.

Firsl, the traditional aspect has been under the influence of mor tradilionst
nestoncal aporoaches n which the origin of the Thai race has been emphasized. Some
of thair siudies are:-sthnig n characier. Sacond, the anfropological espect disregarnds
the question of the ongin of the Tai moce. Scholars n this Beld ano Interested in muty-
culturs! diffarences of the Tal communilies in diffgront mgions: They study Srisak
Wallipcdom's archaeological works end Thida Saraya's mulii-historical approach vis
folklors, myths and rituals, The wodks of Ananl Kanchanapan emphasizes socis!
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deveiopmant by |nfroducing jdeas from various disciplines and. socist analyses.
Shikehan: Tansbe, meanwhile, has taken up s sppeosch with the hops of finding &
universs: mmmﬁﬂing of human riglore. Thim, the communily culture aspect regards
regionai community 88 e assence of cullure bacauss adilions of the “good ald days™
SHll remain niacl upcouniny, A proper comiination of old traditione and modem valuss
weziid ke the public aware.of the Imponance of collural devetapment This ls wiy
scholies are mierestod in comparative studies of oifleren| cufture anc the study of (he
origin of Fai culture inglde B oulside the country.

The works of Sumpong and Thongchss reinforce one another. . Sompong's
analyses fave strongliensd Thongehals erious of wediionn! hislory, Thongohal's
aricle inirotuces e diversily snid vitality of contemporary Intbfiectual hintary, Soth
wirks suggest thal Thai studies ar in their infancy and have 2 o) Mok work 1o 30

Aumnres Frackwong Chlongihong in ker aniche, *Studies In Sociil Ratatione and
Thai Studhes® explored he socisl rnmalions in Thaitand snd divided them lito thies
slages. Ficst, from 1837 10 he Cclober 14, 1073 upnsing ('8 parod when Thal siudies
wers dominated by wedtern thinking, According to Jamarse, Iha “tmditianal® Thal
soCloty was han under the Influence of “modom™ western cullurs, onsoguantly,
Thallsnd had o develdp antd modomize tsolf whils 8t The same Hme rying 1o prosons
15 sense of "That® identity atter Ocl 14, 1973, Jamaroe suggests that during this parod,
social gonllicts had beon widely detatod prang the Mandsts (it Puriisak shd Chatthip
Narisupha). Mareover, hose dcadeimics who wore under the nlluance of Max Wobes,
namely, Nl Aewsawong, atterpied to morge varous theoros #long with Binddhist
philosogiy. Thired is e current pédod of giobakmaiion In which information has groatly
changed people’s way of thinking. The Mandsts shift thelr focus from 4 concem for
relations of production v » concem for kseclogies. This &5 gisy an 3ga when
consumenism and e “arificial communily” s interrelated: AN increasing numiber of
academics have communicaled with the putdic through the madla; while those oimside
the atademic circies hove alsu confributad their comments on the sogml struciung,

Jemaree dosgribes the middie class 2= being rooliess end lacking @ proper
undersiarding of contemparary sociely, This has made Sompong’s adicla on the oot of
Ihe Thai society mone outstanding. Four decades age, Kajom Subkpanich, 8 prominem



histodian, presented his profound stidiss on the lower classes and their Involvement in
e oozl production during the 1932 revolution which brought an sid to the absolyie
manarchy. Before the Oct 14, 1973 uprsing. caftsin wiiings had an influence gver the
student movemant, aimong them “The Social Mechanism® by Pattaya Saihu end other
works by the socml cntic Sulpk Sivarsksa and ma lierary critic Suchan Sswsden. As
formar ediitors of tha monlhly magazms Socis! Science Roview, Sulak and Suehert had
dEsseviingted various political, ‘socisl end phiésophical perspectives from olher
counfres.  Thass dess have affecled the paopia's way of thinking In diffsrent pane of
the counlry sceording o Jamarao.

Jamares’s question aboul e role of money In consumensm has Deen snafyzed
by Fasuk Fhongpaichil [n the latier's srticle onlilled “Among Dragons, Gesse, and
Trgers: The Thai Econanty in Global and Local Perspactives™. Fusuk poinis oul wiy i
social metation of Thal foudalism procesdosd in a confused mannar, She also explorns
tha malation of Thai capilalist sockety 1o e inlemakonal investmant commurnity and the
Work fank. Pasuk has gquastionad the Wodd Bank's wconomic policion. in hor sriicke,
the ponts out the ditfurances of idees betwoon Thai and foreign aconomists.,

Tho Bank of Thalland acls a6 u representative of tho World Bank In organisng
the Thal econcrmic syatam, The Bank of Thaland has produced sevenl speomtists for
high-ranking administralive positions In e stais guvemment ns well as unkorsity
lechies. These specialisls with their shored Background In neoclassicism land 1o
regard economic growtl and sability as the fiest paonty for economic prospenity. n
Hiir opirian. Income distnbution and quadity of ife are the oulcompe of econontc growtn,
These ocomomists joined with ofher nooclassicsl economists from Ihe Thafand
Developmeant and Research) Institute (TDRI) to obisin financial aid frony he Wonkd Bank.
Moregver, some senior axcculives of the Bank of Thadand have also been members of
the TDA adminisirative commities. Thertoro, it i5 not surpdsing that thay tend fo tavor
the Bank of Thaitand's and the Warld Bank's poficies m lheir econamic views, Howeer,
some of them think el Thailand's sconomic prospenly would be in jeopardy i the
national econgmy depends toe much on tha globsl econtmic. systemn. . With fhis £scd in
mind, Fey suppord the idea of Income diztribution by promoting agricultirsl ressarch
and ivestment. Among iha prominent economists in this group-ame Methes Kronghasw
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and Fengssn Tefgpompan.  Alhough awsrs of te sionificance of induswat
developerant, ihey have proposed e is= of a limited open economic sysiem i
prevent 3 bubbie economy. Funhermore, they propossd that the country's finencia
Ellugbon &= ssund enough for Thelend ko become 2 ‘wellire st The *Politcal
Ecanamy Group®, unlike olhers, bases iheir crfical siudias of the That aQciely on politcal
ane economic developmant. The economic problems In the' last decade; Including the
natmnal debot the widoning Income gap, e detengrmation of the ecologicsl system and
e aaplabion of matural resources. have hoan e resulls of e country's Indukiializfion
policies sal ynder the World Bank's influsnce.  The last group, the non-govermment
ofganizstons, has aimét ot developing norst ersas 50 hat the peopls UpCoUniry cosn
baconm more ssif-reliant.  The group siso gives full support 1o the sotling up of
community organizations (o dversee the management of locil retources.

Fasuk hns solved he problem reised by Jamarss by discloshing the ideas of tao
grougs of econamisks. Tha first group in satisfied with this curment natioral sconomic
Suvalopmunt which dapends on e global economy, whits the second group ls B i
such @ rundd, Pasuk sxplaing (hil both groups of economists have oventually resllzed
et pobitics and he economy are inseperable. They agres il & political rolons for
termocTacy e necossary lor econamic prospanty,

Maanwhilo, Somkiat Wanthana disousses probterns connectisd 1o palitlesl ana
el sgues in his essay, “Thai Sludies in Pailics and Law™, Somkial has done numerous
resgarches in thexe arens; He calegonzes schotars of Thai studlis on palitics and lagal
Sysinm indo Twee groups.

Hrst. the "Politcal Culure Study Group®. it ks widely agreed thiat democeasy &
essential to the davelopmenl of democratic cullurs.  However polifical struchuras wouk)
rot be possible unless Mere is-a corslation between democratic development and
pofiical culture. At this-point, Somkisl hes suggestad in ts essays Ihat there aro sevensd
conclusions i cometation o different poifical coiena.  Furthenmore. there ara olher
Oifferences, for insiance, the fime fame and he sotio-economic condilions of the
represaeniafive sample of the population. Moreower, the studies show thal many peapis
may s2y ey want demucracy, but their actions coniratic! their statermants.

Second, Yie "Paiitical Systom Study Groug®. This is the group which has becoms



neressingly popular as @ result of sooial pressurs for polilicsl reform. With polilicsi
rafprm in mind, & group of academics hes lunchad substanfis) research on politics and
faw. Maverihelass, liose reseafches, which are based on westem standards, ofien
conclude Mt That polilicsl snd legal Systems ars flawed, The constitufion @nd other
polibcet faotors., for inslance, the electorsl end polilieal party systams, the checks and
baiancas, and e Cilzens’ rights and Iresdams, hava been regardot a5 below waslem
smndanas.

Third, i "Power Stracturs Study Group®. This field of Thai study has becoms
ore poputar moandly, Sombdat has survayed he works of several acecemics Including
Sneh Chamawnarik, Sujil Boanbungksm, Nit Aewsowong, Ghalanund Samutvanisy.
Somidat  Wanthana, Rangsan  Thanapornpen, Theemyool  Bponmoo,  Sombat
Cranlormong,  Ammar  Slamwats, KAl Poemtanl, Chatlhlp  Nartsupha,  Anek
Laothammathat and Filthays Wongkul, Thess scademics hive studied Ihe relation of
powar in broad scope Each opemies from different perspoctives. The majortty base
heir analyses of power struclure on hislodcal devolopment.  Sombiat values all throe
fialds of Thai studies and encoirages Thal scodomics Fom each of these Balds to
incorperate neir atrong points and leam from e countarparts.

Ihe social procoss hag played a diroc! role in e developmont of Thisl studies in
he area of lew and polilics, Shorly attor the political bivodshed of May 1992, socts
e U Prawase Wasl, who hit earilar weitien on religion and sociely, proposed that
sinte power be reduced and  public communitios ba strengthened 50 85 10 bring atsout
changes in e sodial stucture necessary for & pescaful sociely. Following tha May
1992 polibcal crisks, Prawase wrote an impoerant essay enlided "Lessans from ihe May
18, 1982 Pollical Tragedy and the Poliical Aevival®. When political sctivist Chatad
Worachat siarted his hunger sirike, csling for smendmenis o the Constitubos,
Frawase publishetd more political writings: *Democralic. Dovelopment and  Politica!
Haform” and “Polifical Reforme An Answer 10 Thatand's Poliical Crisis”. Ha has also
taken part in pushing for the constifutional amendments.

Thai sudies and the social changn have been closaly related as suggesied by
the sricie entited “State of Thal Siudies on Si=3me of the Environment: Froperty fights
Ferspeciives”, wiitten by Suthawan Sathirathas and colleagues, Pinkaew Luangaramen,
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Suthenin Khunphol and Chusek Wittayepak., The asficla painis out thepe dimensionsl
reisfons between Ine people’s poliical ewareness, the growth of community
organizatons and the deplafion of the environmentsi and nalurs resaurces, ieading o
the resfizstion of o fghts to. resources.

This paicular aricls consists of Mwes pers.  Pinkaew and  Suthana
acknowledgn Mal he ideas of rosounce manegement snd putlic rights mentionsd in
Thal acacemic reseamhes have allempled 0 base [helr thearetical wark on actual
events  Hance there ars two main directions in which multi-distiplinary studies have
besn developed. Firsl, the-concept of ecalogical culture, which is an affon to mise locs!
Knowiedge 0 8 sclence; Second, the concepl of ecolbgical palitics which calis for
pulbilic atenbon to he unfsir management of nalursl resources by those In power. Thern
have boen proposals to reform he seie’s powed In deating with natlansl forests by
endorsing  focal cemmunities’ nights fo menage ther  forests.  Non-govemmisnt
argiicstons have beon campaigning for public ewsrpness of this issus.

Chusak Wittayapak has teveloped the idea of ecological pallics by sludving
ree groups: - First, he political economy group, which consists ol two trends, the
Cormmunity Cutture as montioned eatlier snd the Green Ecanpmics led by Preecha
Pampongsarm.  The laller hes introduced the ecolagical and: Buddhist nspects fntn
econamic studies  Moroover, Preschy tx interested in campaigning for - pubiic
warenass of environmental probiems upcountry and expects to seo & Middle-class
polivcal parry being formed around A delemmination to prasorve (e envimnment:
Second, » group of reswarchers fed by Chirmeak Fnhong studying tha way lacs!
people have sattiod n nalional forest reserves acmss he country, and third, tha Chilang
Mail Linrversity social soientisls who have earier sdied & number of local commuynibes,
Latar, soma of tham have jointly conducted resesrch an the problom of ancroschiment
on fhie nelional forést resenves.  This Is the stepping-stone on the paih 10 @ reseamh
workshiop conceming thi lopic of community forests in Thaifand,

Finally, Suthewan Sathirathai proposad the ides of ecological econamics with an
emphasiz in tha relation of the economy snd economis institutione. - Furthermore, she
Ciscusses ihe significance of the pubiic righls in naturs! resources and the managemeni
of Astursl resources in order 1o solve emvirenmenist problems.



The works of Pinkgew and Chusak show 2 new methodology in Thai studies by
using enthropalogical \aglics in gathering empircat data for their researches. This
msihod is lotslly differen! from previous researchas which usually rely on ofal evidencs
and folddore.  The new way of research s 1o study from real life 29 researchers are
requimd 1o fve i respective communities for s penod of time, This method is = wseful
suppiaman 1o soademic research and generste further discipiinary studies which would
e more-appealing  bolh he academic ciicie and ihe general public.

The works of Suthawan and her colieagues sugges! hat Thal studies ane closoly
refaled 0 an understanding of the foundation of Tha socialy. Western influsnce.
pamscutary capitalisn, has had a tromondous impact on the managemont of (he once
feh nateal resources I Thalland.  The emvironmental and acologleal systems have
Boon aifeciad s the natural msources have diminished and been frengformed nfo
capisl  Even though Thailand's econgimic growth has rapicly transformed the country
o an economic iger In Asia, such growth is by no maans B proporional aconomic
gxpansion because the incomn.gap hias widenod further. The changn in the acalogical
syslem hos resultod in I shorlage of natural resources in sovaral rogions, leading to
the question of how Me nalwral sources sHouwd be misnaged and shined smong the
respecin local communitios.

Apart from political and social impact, the social change has also affeciod the
epirtual and crestive dimonglons of Thai fves,  Triglipa Boankhachom, M tha articie
“The Developmant and Tronds of Literary Studies n Thailand”, has analyzed cerdam
aspach of That lerstiirn and austhotics in tha lest ihvee dacsdas, This article indicates
that the desalopment of Thal art hag been independent of westem influence betore the
18 cantury Evropean colonlal parod. Bl thes period did bring aboul the impusiton of
wastom artstic valugs on Thal arl

Trislipa’s adicke points oul the differences bealween Thal lilerary sledies befors
anid afer 1932 (2475 BIEE] — the end of absolule -monarchy. Following the 1832
revolution in Thafland, Thal litessture was infleenced Dy westemn methodologins. Their
effons w0 systemaleze Thai ilerature occumed as Thae scademics had become interested
in Fssery criicism. Since 1947 {2480 B.E), 2 number of Thai novnlists and poets winie
under e mfiuence of Mamism. Their writings bacame very influential after the October



13, 1873 slpdenl uprising.. The Matds| tend eveniimlly heid Sway ovar lterary stutiss
m seversl insttulions of higher leaming. Al the same fime, an infersst in regiona
ferawre and folklore has gained strangth o the point of balng considerad & “soenco”
ener Y876 (2518 B.E). This led o the establishment of verioes Thal gullural centers in
many piovinces.  Scholars were cagor 1o study regionsl Beraturs-and had i contduct
fieshtd woi:

Ad this point, we can sow that Thal studies in e last ihree decades have offered
two major speculations on the fulure of That society. Many scholars have reslized that
conain heenches of Thal aludies woild cometo s desd and it they do not ook boyona
tha lmily of thiir own regonnl sfidles. As & result, severs! scholars have recently basad
thoir researches on inferdisciplinary sludies. It seems that Thal studisd are now In
transtiion. Impartantly, they have 10 be able 1o govelen their Intsrdisciplinary research 1o
ihie beved of & solence in ordor 1o intemationaiize Thai siudieg.

Caspile s verious appropches. this volume licks a resesich on Buddhist
porspoctves i Thal sludios such Bs the works of e ate Buddhatiassa Bhikky and
Fhia Dharmaticdak. Buddhism n Thaitand has vet 1o adjust iself 10 westarn Influsnces.
Ageant from refigion, philasophy has yet bo taken senousty in Thal studies, Philosopsty i
concemed with crilical thinking snd Is indepemdent trom roliglon,  How would Thal
Studies respond o philosophical quistions?  Lkewisa, despite the imporiinee of
language o hought and. cullure, linguistic approdches to Thal sludies have aiso
mmmm.m“utmwwmﬂémlmnmm
msitie and culside Thaltland would lead us to 2 betier understanding of Thal intelsctiml
history. Wih Crtical ressarchos In v Seld of Nnguistics, Thii studies’ would Gecomes
more solic With the progress of information tachnoiogy, our basic communications sill
maly an language. New lerminology in he elecommunicaton circles and intamal ussss
are sise based on ordinary languages. A Thal study In finguistics would therstorn halp
anfich our atatemic putsults.

in conclusion, all seven aricles & s volume ropresent vanous perspectives
from diverse fields of scholamship. Allhough independent from ona another, vanous
featurss of the aight articles reinforce gach offier, Coliecling themi in this same volame
kaz mads Mmam disinolive and. inleresting. Hopshuly this collsélon will broaden the
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vonsumption, as festivals or hisiarical parks for Iourist consumption,™ and as musewms
or conlerences on local Ristory lor intallaciugl consumplion. Tha irends in locel shidiss
five lately berome more concemead with selscled musts, s works, buildings or cuttum
arlifects spch as texties. Thess studiss wolld never be a Ihvest to Ihe state; on the
canirary, they only ulfil ine nostaigic longing for rools, and maks profits,

To congitler that e commedification of history bangs with ||l & detorioration of
the discipling and thie profession may be & nobile pretansion. Definitely, the authority of
mmrhmMnrﬁmmHn&d.mumﬁmmmmmnmm
Whethar or nat Ihls means batter history, and what (s mesnt Dy belter history, remalns o
be-saan. Among the: positive cantiibulions the nostalgls indusiry has brought sbout in
Thailand is the succossful poputarization of history, particulany by the magazine Sinlscs
veittnanaltam [Arts gnd cublure]. Tho strateglos 1l uses are no secrol. On the ono hand, 1
Eansatonilizes history by making U provecalive or comtroversial, On Tha gihir hand, i
mukes Wistory an open domain n which people witho! specil exportise can join the
debate on loples that interest them. Tha magazng has paced befony the public severs!
scholarty controvorsies proviousty anly of concom among histonans, |ssues mised by
tha niow historios since 1673 have beon popularized by the magazine. | PeluEn, Wa riy
say thal tho msgozing, and the commodification of nostalgin, have contiibulad o e
success of Nithl, Srsak, Ohida. Chatthip, and many ofhers in challenging canventiona
history, In the past fitlesn years, the magazine has created unprecedonted public
conosity and popular pertichsstion in the production of histoncal kiowladie.

Crne of Ihe consoguances of the nostalgla industry ks ihe fact that e production
and dissamination ol histofical knowledge has moved away from academlc lourmals ang
partaps classmoms, and tecoms centred In popular magasines., tourism, and the mass
media. Even among inefioctugls in Thatiand, saminsrs, contorodces, shd putdic
meatings are the most significant arenas. For betisr or worse, with excitement ang
Trustration, the interesting new ideis requeanily appest in popular mogazines and public
forurtis, rather than in the form of serious research. Glven the low sslary and poor retum

" One of e most Gonlroversist cases i T% presenasion of gl Sikiciha efics wan s T & higkixical v for
B ETL
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THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF THE PAST:
NEW HISTORIES IN THAILAND SINCE 1973

Thonmgohal WINTCHAKUL

INTRODUCTION

Historical studdies i Thalland have Been closely related to tha formation of the
rration sinco he lete ninesteenth contury, and urdl recontly the pattom of the pest in this
#libst orfl changed bul Uite. 0 presantad o royalinational chmnicle, a historograpty
moderm n character bul based upon mditional parceptions of tha past snd tradiicnal
Mmatarials. Il was 0 collaction of stodes by ond for the national wllte colobrating thaie
successiul mission of bullding snd protocting the country despite groat difficultios, anc
promising u prospatouy fetune. The plot und meaning of this molodrumatic past have
become o paradigm of historica! discourse,’ making history an idedlogical weapon and
a sourma of logilimization of the stite

The poputar updsing led by the studenl movemont against tho milltary
dictatarship in 1973, A pulitical as well as an intelloctual revolution, shook. this histoticsl
pamsdigm " Histarical shadlos becarms & cantre of infellociusl mterest from all discigiings
s woll as an prena of ldeological slruggles, with dmmatic affect The conventional
knowladge of the pest was chalengad and negatod, A new past was feeded,

'ﬂ-muwﬁmmmmmmmmmmmﬁ:m
Uty of Wistongln, Madoon, n 1eeTE

- Se= Thammal Keisetsn, "Thal Histoogreohy' b Arcior] Times to e Maden Ferod.* Peiceptons of fe Pesl =
Soutenst Anin el puithory Rk et Deeed Marr (Shgapore: Helnsmann Edacstion Tiosks; 19/9], pp. 15570, S
Ty @l rafion and Thongohsl Wiessae, Sam Mapped. & Histry of e Cacbody of 5 Nation (Hencse
vy’ of Howaet Friess. 1004), thec & for e piot and peradigm of Thal Hesioecs! discoarra,

¥ For e 19131976 pofics thosg et i sl WpIoL. soe David Mol a0g Che-anzn Samudvanie. Poiliy
Comfiey o iallend, Pafermn, Facin, Fecton (Cambeide, Mass:: Doipesciisger. G & i, 1981).
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I this coniexd, fresh currents of historical studies have ememed. The effects zm
50 signiticant thal we may say e andscape of tha Thal past hes boan reshaped. Tres
sruCie Wil primarily discuss four majec currents: s erdiiced resction 1o the convantionsl
mstorfography, a school of Mands! economic hislory, 3 non-linear early hislory, and 3
phanocmenal rge of local hisiory Wrowghout the country,

The histoncal senctarship m Thalland |s nol iscisted. and reflects the influancs of
te Anglo-Amerigan histoncal iradition, Yel, s0 far the factors behind he new histories
are primanly domestic, slthough there has been some localization of ideas and methods
Irom withoul, ﬁﬁmwmmwmmmmmamnrm
scholarship, vanous kings of Mandsm, social science theones, and Westem criical
thaories, for axample, havea been adoptad and adapted 1o sorve domestic oSt

Allhough his arfica bs inlended B sarve a8 wn eposition of Thil scholarship for
schalang oulside the country, it will not attempl an edumastive review of Thii histodcai
scholarship, or its bibliography. The article will Uistuss paly those Inteliochial curmnts
Wt Nave beon conatrucking the now idanlity of tha The pest.

THAI HISTORY AND 1673

Tha 1873 revolution crested 6n Impac) theoughout Thai (nteflectunl comemunity,
especally smong histonars. in o reconl study on the state of historical resastch n
Thaitand, |l Is obividus thest therm was & major surge of imerest after 1973 that lasted un
the tatn 10805, Resesrch aodd wriling In Nistary protifoeated,” The mumber of graduste
students in history betwean 18731083 ingreased tonfold tver the precoding dicede. in
tact the number remained figh untl 1887, The subjects of interast bacame sigrifficantly

" Tramauh lumnonda of 8l Serarecrag ngen wickal sakha prewsSiet e raSetha reeng phos, 25002635 (The
st of reseansh i filslosy & Theles® (0019500 B reDort o the NeSirsi Besmrch Courch, m:mm
1314 19-18 20 3136 52 ERA0 TREE The sludy chnsitiers only T messarc® works underiiker b doorecs
Tree R by ressanh FSELORs. A aricies it acadeTic jurnes The: SKETy ony ook ai works from {912
garmiar 3% e parod i whics: Sty Becsra 8 profession

- ﬂnmﬂmﬂ_'!ﬂuummnﬁ;'p & Chalong amﬂumw basukss pEWSEEET TeTCEN
sl Busngion” [The st of hsoncsi ﬁl:laa.l WM#W““ comnisrEncE TThs
Sacies i s Hot Diecade” (n Thath, (Sasgesk: Cnsslémghonn Linsershs, 49900, 55,42
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tirversified.” Chiamvit Kesetsist hiss had 16 modify his Brawsissat historingraphy, his tamm
for the modem hislories of 1he ninctsenth Bnd twenlisth centyriss 2= opposed to Tamnan
(fo% tadss) snd Phongsawadan (dynastic chroniclas) In an article @nlited Thal
Histodogeaphy. from Ancient Times® published In 1878 Charmt dividled Prawattisst
estonography into Dammaeg snd Luang Wichit schools, repressnfing a mitiem history
tased on pocuments and sn mtensaly nationalist hisiory respactiviely. Charmvil has since
sdided four additionat (reups which developed afler 1673 the nationalist favival, the
Mandst, (he Historicist, and the Asiatic society schools "

The malion-wide mass updsing was unprocedentsd In Thal polilics, This wes s
successhil Movement againgl & military ragime which hed been in power far gixiean
years. Suddenly, It soomad ot the fime, the old word crurmitsed baneath peoplo’s feal
The chanfio was 80 abnipt The sense of axolternent and 1oy wen overwhaliming, But tha
sensa of unceriainty was siso prevalanl. A niw age was coming, yol I was unchartid,
Tha st changes needed to ba comprehended and controllad. Thare was 3 noad to
urderstand whal hind gone wrong, and why, And pisple did nol wich to lel the fitues be
charied by the ostublishmont, The fulum nosded some sonsible direclions The
rovolution seamad poliicel, bot in facl o culural end imeliectual revelulion was
undasway and laslod lmger.

I ks nol surprsing (it under thosn circumstances higtory was called into
service. To know 18 10 restore and sssum Some sonso of ceasinty. Bul the conventions!
histary was thi spidl and soul of the sncien reginte, snd could not but be mplicatd In
lis none diiscrandited - agenda. A new history thal sered peopls was unganily needed for

" Chsinng FStale of listonos) SusesT. po 7o), Chalong enly fonks s shalent Fetss biakver 16701088 =5
s, Fliical histiry ressais st pogeder bul detlives. brisiectssl st sockl Mitory, a3 he-defines e
Sevsecmd. subtslaniily #om negighis Seests bafory 1974, Inferes! iy econonss: Hatory anely rmasod betmess
THE and THE, and-rormrs svong, The meden Benghoh pened since: ChiSsoegion mmaind. sl pomuler, b
i of ey olbar peHod Diroresss

" Chaemit faseten, “Sshun prawsisst [Scoccts of Thor histonos! stidves], Briess wafthacaihar, 6.1 (Hov. 1956
AL The frzt two e Damrong sl Laang Wichil schoals, which he oresceed i fis *Thal Histeogranhy” pe
TELET. They monain the mogl Infesedisl Sncs 1 new chalienges kive come Fom @5 he puts in Englaf, £
rSonaiiel revival. e Mandal e Hidioicizt and e Asiatic socialy schecs
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& new epoch. The 1973 revalution contributed 10 the emergance of new histonss in
wanals ways. First, it pul the enliny establishmant. including fistorcal knowledge, on
isl, and raised the curain for afiomatives, some of which had bagun before 1673 bus
whose potential was only realized in the post-1973 conest Satond, the 1973 revolution
shook e structure of relstions of power In Thai society. The "masses’, be they the
middia class, students, workers or organized peasants, emprged B8 powerful poliical
sciors; e milltary was relatvely weakened and fhe manarcy strangthensrd. The new
histories reflacted the new power rofations of historicsd Bgencies. Thirdly, the 1573
revolulion |lself was 3 resull of the dramatic sosi-economic changes n Thailand since
the atn 19505, The new histotias smargod within tis new Thal state and society. and
had o confront L,

Thao urgent demand for & new history provided an epportunity for the revval of
e Thal Marxis! literature of the 1550s." Il becamo te docus whar the mdicaism of
young Thais and the attempt of the Thal communint party 1o reassen I8 infliénce n tho
uhan areas converged. The hislode evenl thal was kdentifies) wils. unargusbly e
publication of Jil Pnoumisik's Chomna sokdlng: thal [The Real Face of Thal Féudaliem
Toguyl." It offerad o now past un oppressive and axplodaive 60a, antily bpposlie from
the royalnstional one, Though !ha tex) is not finished, mading it intartaxiually with the
Mandst litoraturo poputsr at tho time provided an inspirstion for the ehange of history, s
all sormet of the word, Tha impact was al least twolold: irst, it deall a serious blow o the
auttiority and Grodibiity of tho conventional national history; and sacond, || created &
damand lor more Mandast history,

THE PAST BEYOND THE DAMARONG SCHOOL

| e e gocount of e Thal Mases Sssnrs i the 10508 i Kassn Teters Tomrmd®ing Manssm i Fomston
< Vaskdorn Thnd Flackios! Ciffre, 42071955 Ph 0L Sissatation, Comed Linkersty, 1022

" S Craiy Ry, Tha Faches Decogss The fleal Fars g oty {lHaca Com] Soawent fc
Program, 1957), chap. 2t P teesiaion of Mx book. Reynelds' beok & 3 ssady of ©= adopton of Mesdem by Thes
anit ot T way Marsist hought becsme sftensal n Thal poliicel end hsiooc dscoorss..
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The increasing interest in history ingluded = reconsideration of e fundamentsis.
of history: its: crafls, memods, meanings. values; and vansties” The publication of two
colisctions. of sriicles in 197576, one on the values and maanings of history and the
other on varous historical schoots and melthodologies — bioth Westam and Thes —
Incticated Il discourse aboul the field was growng, and impited s crilical evaluation of
the oid pas| and the old crafl. and 3 call within the profession for new kinds of history. ™

Altacks an he historics! establishment began, The harsh eriticism againgl Lusng
Wichitwathakan and his nationalist history was raffier wolcome,” Peraps Wichit, tho
regime he sarvad (e pro-ecist Phibun), and e miliary ked never bisin pleasing io
the inelincluals, even though they may ba the products of Wichits cullure mors than
oy realize. The. more majestic targal which drew fire was the so-called "Damtong
sehool’, The historograghy of Prince Damrong Rajsnubhap, the Father of Thl Hisory.*™
It started with an anicle in 15974, but the severest cdliciem was the koynote lechie by
Wit Aswarwongse ol the snnusi confarence of the Historical Sociaty In early 1979, juil
ovar two years aftar tha peded of radical politics ended with tha massacrs of shudants in

" Th srwisinl eealing o U1ve Mistorsice! Sochly ha Soan i forum for Bl See. for svsengla, Hizlorios Soculy, Sifiers
Ve micha oriwmillans el paichus [The cate of nlsorical stucies wdy] (laeghok Thamminas| Unborlly Press.
VI o B teogfiie o 1 OPA i b i Pl Uiemes v Baboariden of atory, Bio stlo of ecoerme
%.ﬂmmwm-hhdu%mﬂhmwnrmum

= Crarreed Wasetsrd and Juchsl Sdwsis w2 Freim oowislllasl [Philssccesy = wanry] iflanghs: the Soos! Scmnce
Aesocitor of thailied. 107R) s by Sw same ediirn. Prowaliss be s ceswameal (b [Hivtry and Thm
et | (Barghih: Socml Scess Assocamen of Thaird, 1978)

" Ketins Spprngthal-phise, Famdis pawenlait hesp chubtyom GRchesns Lsng wichitwthstar® [The
matocalil beisrngraphy. cormidenng Lesag Wichiathmkan], Warszan Themmesst 8.1 tun-Sap 167G); 162-185: son
spmach of hakowy] i [Hisoiy =nd Thal Mistrana), ed Chainvll snd Sochat po. 26250, Abmd this refigasist
wecionum ses Sooll Barme. Luang Yot Wasekar and tin Craston of (s idewdly fSnganans. Inatituls o Seumsst
S Beichen. 1067),

" For e woiks of Disnrond in English see Kenron Breaseale, A, Trarsiton m Historical Wikkng: e Warkis of B
Temmig Fadbandphap,” Journgliof Sie Seam Sodiely 50, LI LA 15T 2523
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Uctoner 1978, and a few months after the extreme fight wing royalist govemment was
bpplad by the niiitany, ™

The Danrong scheol, Nithi pointed: out, onginsied among the elile: who wers .
respisible for tho cressian of the modem Thai state when Siam was under the colonis!
Uireat. L combingd the legscy of the royal chronice with history as written in the West
duiring the nineteenth century, cresfig & myalfatons] Pestory 10 serva he modam Thal

staie under tho sbsolule rmonarchy. This history had servea ils purpose, Nithi angusd.
The time had core o ang (L

To writs @ history b serve the nafion-state andl e monarchy, which am
new Instlutions and constantly chinge, would maks fha historical
andlysli distones end superficial... The oxireme patnats should reallzs
thal the Tha! nation-state & now stong enopsh and neods.
memutacture’ of history lo support i

Al i time, historcnl knowledge was in the oumculum 1 nurure a8
uniform pasi olene Thal peoplo. Now wo od longar see any vifus of
nocassity for kistory fo serve ‘tho nation’ any more. Thal hintory @5 seen
fram thi natonal {parspective].. disloried thy e ™

It distorfions Nith| specified wore the Hnaar "cemnst hstary of tha Thal capitals, the
abssncy of local histary, and the fact Ihat Thal history is nothing but o polllical chionicle
ol the royalinalional greal men fend 8 few women), Evon the stato; the orgEnizeo
mmwmn@m.@wmmnmmmmrumm
pufmdsa of surving the modem skate had beceine consirsinis and imitations of the old
histary. Nithi called for a mors serious Investigation of evidence, mare crifical mofhods

" Wookis Suwmnnathet i “ackiisn prwatieat khong sakun damrong mechareptas [The hisliviceresy o 0
Semmreng Fajsnubig schol, Atserpiichan 26 (Nov, 1974), rapriniad i Chaemt et Sichat sds. [History st
Thas hsterigng). For Neh's leoture. se= Mamskas prawailisat mmuwwwmmu
Eote], Fiattr bobiiyaim prawetis) [Cofsetnt articlos in history], o, 1 [Rangkos: e Hkioeal Siclety, 1980} £.22

' me, i pp i 1,




||
|

Fad Tie Btats of The Studes: A Critical Survey

and for & "total history* the extension of Historical Inguines & 5 varisty of sublects, areas
and times,

Ihe reactions wene subtle rethar than overt such & zimply lgnoring Nithl's
wisws. ™ NIl marciwedmﬂupuhﬂmﬂatmmﬂkmhmmmﬂdhudu of history,
But his magjor contribulion wes a seriss of research projecis o axemplify how & crificsl
and beftar history should be done and implicilly point to the fsilures of conventions
history. Shortly before ihe Historics! Sooiety lscture Nittu had delivered a sewvire Ditw 1o
e royalinationat hislory in his meticulous analysts of @ history of Eanghkok in the royai
chronicles of Ayurdhys Simnge as ihis sounded - eince Bangkok (lounded 17823)
Succencsd Ayudhya (1350-1707), not vice versa — Nithi damonatralig convincingly how
the royal chronicles of Ayudhye, which had héen the authodtatieg treasure for historans
sinco Demrong, had been shomaghly durifisd or clisered (ehamma) by the Bangkok
egime 1 legiinize o new (and prosent) dynasty." The chronicios remaln valuble
PIWTIEY SOUNGEs, bulmmmmmyﬂmuknkmnmﬂmdnw. Nitht's history can
b read In many woys: a4 = Study of kit aighteenth century Aysdtiva and aorly Banghok
history, of ha ilsiischunl chmale aftor (he fall of Ayutihys in 1787, of the wortd view of the
new allls = many of whom ware patty lraders ang provincial authorttsg uncler Ajidhys,
or of the Machinvalian paliics of manufaciind history used K fuestify tha now dymasty,
Each reading pannrmied Rurthes argumants. Bul what was really 8l stako wos the
cradibility of the old school. A geruing rendttion from tham focused on whather e royal
chrenigles warn reully unmaliatis " Perhians, thnt hil the bulis eye.

" mwmhﬁhﬂ%%ﬂﬁnﬂmmuﬁm_ﬁm%
inmﬂmmmﬂwmﬂmhmmm s Privics's ropsmtion.
hg-m_m'hmmmmuuam Bchool  Ses Sedsk
MMLmemm-wﬁuﬂmmmm
Schocl], I [Ssfeniad Afiles i Hislor] == 1 (V88d) 22 52

TN Amieninice, w:mqm AaSen A hisiory of Bengkok B e
q—ﬁmﬁuﬁmﬂwjﬂhﬂﬂ:mm;umﬁﬁmmmw&

" Se= Wimch Phocgiotiphel. rresschachesemwadan < dhia-dbi Tus == (e B oyl chionicies nslisiieT
By Adsgnzal (Chulabongkern Lirkessty) 142 (s, 1082y 1633
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From 1878 fhrough 1882 Nithi- produced = seres of works about the ety
Sang=ok period lials sighteenih o the first half ot ma ningtesath century). He ook

boargatis cullure ana ltersture in i early Bangkok period] first presented in 1082
Nithi's Bangkok was anyihing bul the confinuation of e grandeur of Ayutthya. it was 2
ity of the pre-capialist bourgenisie from thix botiom, the Chingse, to tha lop; the Chak
synadly, where e montalily was mone ratlonal, realist, gne hismanisl than in me o
capital.”™ Could this combination of saclal, econamic and ltseary higlory be achieved
within [he ol mdmmmwmmhiumﬁmpmmmnmmmm
aside, Wallhunatham keadumphl was: reviilonisi simpty from: tho  poinl. of view of
mgionca methodology.

NiN's revigionisas miso extended Into the hrons which was he presere of
Commrilionsl hetory, that bs, political history. Mls docksion 1o study bwo "Grest Kings® of
Thai history. Naral (1856-1688] and Taksin (1 T67-1782), was, | beiove, nol sccidents In
his narmive, e rulor Thais today call "King Nami the Gral® is clopictnd &8 jusl &
poliicul animal Ik everybody sisa. Hig potaticm, which fenturos prominenty in
commnbonal fibtory, ks here debunked. The Franch prasance &l NS court was not to
Balance tha Influence of the Duteh, but rathar-lo Gounter increfsing prossure on the king
from That noblas. Tha great diplomat King is.shown 10 be a diptomat of s own inlorest.
I the same lighl, the 1658 “rovolution® was neither 5 paldobe movemen! agains! the

" Thm woria bt Biiw el SarEnon P u pestl, Ladly Nopptamat (5 Solionsl chamsie. fig Phalchibu v o
hmmmhmmﬂwmnﬂmhnmmm:mum“m
Sanguih Amarm Minking. 1984}

" amnmmmhm_mmﬂumwmmmnu
mmmnmmmm Yglhhhdﬁﬁtmmﬂnem\h bitwean the sorstys
comomis Daes, The soclet vondiboes of hesirical weloes, thalr visws: s e marilsalsions of 8147 Tham i Ly
wred ik problemalic. Nithl | modw Sus Sl of any wh&wihy.ﬂ:mﬂgﬂ: a0l not =0 ofthonon Marec
m!ﬂim&mmmum'&immmﬁﬁhwtmwu
femme OGS contribufion ax expsned o i
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French nor a botrayal of 3 grest Wing. 1t was merely anoiher court siruggle for power ™
Ihe siory of King Telsin = & coniroversisl eubjecl becsuse of Taksin's unuswsl
biography and his mystenous fal, which has implications for the legillmacy of the
founder of the present dynasty. Nl engaged thess issyes. yat avoided all the
controversigs. His wirk 5 =n snalysis of politlical systems and political foroas st the ang
ol the-Ayudiya perind and during the risa an fall of Taksin, This approach dose no
feed Ihe contrversy, nor doss i satisfy either site. Neverthelass, the popular inerest in
the kssue allowsd Nithi to'vea i lo exemplify how polifica: fistory can ba wrillan, and he
cid lhe jub supertily, His criical historical methods in the handling of highly compios
ewvigance and Nis cogent srpumants proceeded as If e was no heory behind thi
consinsetion of the nemstive."" Tha biography of Taksin i now put In & proper secks-
polfical contaxt, The work is & masterplece. Ironically, it genamied it argument: the
autharty of the author and Be work mado | 100 doefinitive

THE PAST ACCORDING TO THE ACADEMIC LEFT

While Nilh] mounted 2 ese man chllenge 1o canventional histardography, tynical
of hislodans, 8 more systemaie gritiqus came from Thil sconcmists. This Marxis! hittory
of tha 1850 had inzpimd & groop ol scholars to-continue werk on a lehlsl economic
higloey to challengi the royalinational political oni. This works of fhis "Palilcnt Economy®
group have siready boon distussed elmowhnng.™ | will discuss oaly el contibulion K
the shaping ol 8 new past.

" N Awiuisvonges, (ianieisng S sa sts st {Thai ovos in S g o Kieg Meass] (Tlunghoks T Kiedh
Pesss ealihis, §000

-

N Asuaivongse, haoiweng B semE phmches buny thviton (Resgtes: Snisce wallhnnalham Putietieg
100

= g 00 Craig Reynokds enc L Hong. “Marsism In Thai Hisioorsé Sracdes™ sanal of Asian Shries 431
e 1553 37104, anct Lysa Hiog, “Whemsan Selhast Kanmusng: Criticat Schoiersisp in Fost L7 Thakand' n T
m_ﬂmn‘m Tarn #ret Maras CHigkaser flandon Seroct of Crigmal Bno Aincss
e, Unpmsity of London, 18671 po: 95118 in Thal 328 Napepom Alwsicsmmphong, Fhathenahan amisi
st REERG Ml Smgine #4 fooainuben [The develoomontof the Thal colics sconcimy idans fom 1052 &
B2 poesenl] {Banghoh (e Polical Eoonoony Grons, 1588)




The Changing Landscspe of the Past: Now Histories in Thadsnd sics 1673 23

The key puzzie wmckied by these scholers was why Thailand remained
wnderdevaloped. This quesson jad to the-sludy of why fradifional socinty, especially tha
#akdin of Thal feudal systom hed hindered development ™ Convantional history was
mal helphul for this ngury Al e heart pf the efiont wes an analysis of Thai sacial
formations. Wes Thaliand 5 zemicoloniall semifouds socialy, or a  dependant
Copitmiam, Of & semi-udatisemi=apitaiist society, or an Onental sooiety?™ The issue
was ol & Uivial conflic) ever trminology. |t wes & sonoss busingss, sinco fhe words
wart Defieved 1o represant he resfity of Thil social formetions, henco, class relalions,
e nairg of the Thal stste, and the shategies and lactics af social change, or of
revolulion. The tallurs o gresp the reality, In terms of identifying the comect analylics!
catogary that fit Thailand, wes not just acadenic,

Ther Petiicat Emwnmwnlﬂ‘uﬁmﬂmmmuhmm
diverse intorosls spanned i lesst ide or four reiated areas™ Works by Chatitvg
Natsupha andd his. students made an instant impact s 1879-1880 al & fow crocsl
eonlurgnces on ooonomas history. Thoy proposed et the sokdine sodinl Tarmation of
trmdiional Thitl socioty changed 1o oven oftor 1655 when Siam agisd to opon up i
MMUumwmmmmmmmmuummﬂ les contml over
kiry economic factors tmd precluded the possibllily for he indepandant bourgoctis. The
lecal bourgoolsio, mostly the Chinese, eithor sorved as the tundiionanes ol fhe state or
as part of Waslem captisium. in the view of he “Chatihle school® this anomaly. of class
retations was the key 1o e underdevelopmant of Thai capitatism,™

" 8 Proowmisah, Thattp Htse, sd Ch-arien Samidovanjs fss B somsion and faiigoosliion in comsn,
Fae 0 oumisak, [Thai fougiee]; Crattip Mabiohe, Welthsreher the ke Mabeardan glenplaang sangioe
(Tt cullion and ihe inovements lor ool changa], (Bargkit Chusergioss Usiemsity praii, 1021} 53¢ =i
w:wwlrmmmummm
Mrmienan Lanphity, 1975} Mirmsasie

* Gee the summaty of e Gebiste i Fepnoics. 3nd Hong, “Madsism ®

wrﬁmm mﬂmﬁtmwm fssnrissor of Theend, 18511 The best commesmry
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In caniras! to the rayeinational political histary, tha Chistihip schoot plunged into
the fizld of history by examining new subiects; and ussd mathods that went beyond Jit's
Tha Faudalism. Morover, whils Jits work was polemical and: overiy political, the
Chatinip schoo! was systemalic and senously-academic, though by na means apoliical
Sudcenly the Thal past wss 3 stary of productions, sconamic classes, tax-farmers,
Dourgeaie, caplialists, land lseure systams, and o on. The heric monarchical state
Wimed ouf 1o be monopolistic. rent-seaking, pamsilic, end an abstacle to developmant.
The roysl chronicles gave way 1o otherwisa neglecied archheal matorials about business.
tmeas; shipments and commadites. The dynastic and regral penodizalion. of e pasy
was not just modified bul abandgoned In favour of & porodstion based on modos of
procuctien and fomms. of socig-sconamic system, The repotiihe eplsades of glorous
kings wero dumped gether inditferently as the stagnant pro-1855 feudal or Asiatic
society. Mol Importently, e past and ihe Thal statis woes no longer glodous, nathing o
oulogize. They wor wxploltath, obstructive. and the origin of secial lis In the PrEsant.

Unnliker Nilhi, the Chafifup sohool took the hoel slmost hghl away, Inlsmstingly,
the poinl of contention was methodalogy rather than histodeal subvarsion, Should
past antt historical roseach be concolved by Thoon® or revealed by ovidence and
"smpirical roulily™? To bo tak, nobody stood for the extremes and the quosiions were
Bcadenicully legitimate. Bul e mpicaton of the criicism wes also obvious. The
Chatthup schiool, In my view, was guilty of relying much koo heavily on Marxis! schomas
and the Asialic mode of production iheory, Bul el may be & strength, oot woakness. As
Reynolds hag pointed out

a now ganeralion of histordans ules Marxist socio-analysis a5 & jevor 1o
pry the Chronicies and arghives eway from  royaiist-and nallobaist
mylh-maling concems...Society Is Increasingly seoh as an enfity, a
system... [Thal higlonans have] atlacked the 'greal man' theary aof

on (resip i Thes = Somsak Jeamfwerssanad, “Sangkhomtral chew ssicSre s Bunaiyom’ [ Thal seeimly, do
Fucizhom o sapstabemn], Warsssn Tharessat 112 (Jun 1632 12862
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fugtory..in faver of mors complex historicel causakon rooted in e
Gouniry's poliical aconomy.™

Westem thiorigs adapied to the Thai miliou enables thess scholars tn.chart & naw pest,
s ko ehange the language of That nistoncal discourse.™ In tespanse 1 critickém of his
us= of iheory, Chatibips reaffimmed the valus of this approssh, and encouraged historians
o 158 o thaory,™

The challenge to Chatthip's Astallc pest came from sn sllomative Marxist
snalysis and lrom Nithl, not from conventional history. The formar successiully danied
e sami-fudalisemicolonial concent which was also implied by Chatitiip snd ofhers ™
Milhi’s "bourgecls culture® was alsc & dobale with Chetinip. tn & mitihall, the ergumsnt
was hal Bangkok and Me central plin were highly dymamic befom 1855, The
pre-zapitalist hourgecisie was almady in place ang Qeveloped, #nd 1855 only asliered
W possible course of the Thal baurgooiste, These we chulenges casl doubls on
Chatifiip's Aslatic socioty. tut the kintd of history ho did was iherg 1o siay,

Anolher issue raised by the scadomic lefl was the natum of thi Thal siale. As
ik romarked In cennecion with the Damrong schodl, consantiongl higlory saw no
evalution of the state unti tha tate nineteenth contury. However, sceording to the Mandst
discourss the That stale had by this time akondy gone through many stages based on
changing modes of production.” Somelimes, too, the poliical character of the state
determinad tho socll farmation. ™ Glven the dissgrooment over social formations sinee

= Bayrckds and Hong, Manssr? o 68
[ 4

Enci. B

T Crami Netsphe, “Wdban Lo 5 ne stk phalihere” [VEsges s P ke i e deviopmont process|
el pithat 11 (Sap 1EEST S A &

= W-MMM3MWMMHmmmmm
W%ﬁ'hh-ﬂﬂhﬂl!ﬂhﬂﬂﬂ#ﬁ!muw#ﬁmw
Weermeen Seiifaest Kammmng 4, 2 Mdar-Sor 15813

B Rengaalil Walliesshan Seng senghbom savam | e svotufion of T society] Ranghoh, 1975}
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1655, the question remames open conceming he naiurs of Bis Thgi slals during fhis
Penod. While the Manists concamed themselves with the teaminolagy which could best
Ceplure maalily, studies on the Thai sisle grew both inside end Ouisicly (he Mamist
mscourss. Since then the intsrest in this issue has nol disd. Like the Chatttilp schoal,
schoiars pursulng this i brooght inio Thal blsioresl diecourse Weas fron standard
Westom works, such as those by Emast Lackn; Althusser: Poulantzss, Permy Antlerson,
and Ihe Franklun school *Somburanayasithita’, for exampte, was the early Iwenfisth
cenury e meaning absolite monarchy, Bul what doss the lerm mean? The
comeniional histerlography s ahistorcal in denoting the enfim fradifianal polily befors
1932 a5 an absaluto monmrchy. Vs Perry Anderson's Absalulist State, ane historian was
atdmunmlmHmmumﬂnuﬂmmmnhMMMH-mgmmi
able to consofidate its control over tarritory Bnd. population wihout conites! from the
notility, Bhat is, from the ks nineleenth o tha eary twantieth centurias 6nly.™ In the past
twgnty years, the history of e Thal kingdoms at Iha thres copitals had fradually (pven
wiry t Iha class-relatod siates, the ibsolutist state, the Asiatic state, snd mosi recontly
the three dimansional stte. ™

he dibiaty tver the stats and soctal formetions intonsiied in rovirss proportion
ke e stonglh of the radical movermarils, Perhaps debale parly contrbutad o b
eeglogieal crgis singe the mom the detiute grow, ond Me more cumplox: lEsues
m.hlurumwumummwuhnmm“ﬂahm The
debate ended without any conclusion. Nobiody askerl for one. Wl we ame withossing
Wday masas he dubate o decade ago look gven more absurd, |1 s peatan (hat with tho
Cusrent economic growth, Tissand is 3 capitelist sacial formstian. Does this mesh Thal
cepisism was not hindered by the feudal state and dépendent bourgeoisic and the
Gourss was nol altered by 18557 Whan were sl e *sem® characlesstics replaced by

" Somiat Wantiais, “Fet sorturenesess re Sxjmn® monograh (Bengiok: Socs S hasociatin of Thesteed
v

mmmﬂumwmmmmmwwﬂmmm
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tru canltalism? How? indesa, the kind of history the scadermic leff fiave done is nepdad
rmoce, even [hough if has become academic and without political mission.

ALTERING THE PRE-HISTORICAL LANDSGAPE

The landscape of fe Thai past has lemslly been changed (he mast by fhe work
of Srsak Vallibhatama, His stuties sppeard Steadily beginning in 1946, and pradusily
becams infiuential. i meathods and ideas sound unprovocalive, but in fact he has been
engaged ina confromation with conventional hisfory for yeses. His contriliution is no less
than the altoralion of e enfire landscape of Siom's past before || bacams “That s
conventional understanaing

In e royalinutionsl discourse, the Thal" pet bogan wl Sultoihnl In e
ihirteendh cunlury, followead By he Ayudhyn, Thonbue ang Bangkik  kingdoms. Before
Sukhottial, tharm wers Thal In the kingdom of Nancheo, soum of Ching, and sevarsi other
kingdams In e region kad yet o realizo thalr saversignty. i faet comntionsd hislory
usad 1o Dellevee that the The mce was In he process of hoge mgration from soulhern
China, anct thi pre-Sukhothal past accordingly foll inlo the domai of preshigtery for Thai,
or pro-Thal history, Migration weas the rope. The post-Sekhothol pordods were 0 the
domitin of guccessivie Thal kingdoms, Toguther, the Thol past was a linear migvaman of
3 greal mos front the lme and place of Olhwrs to the time and place of seil-roalizativs as
H BOveTSign .

Sinco 1066, Srisak has persistently argued for a history of Sukhothnl beloro e
Suknothal kingdom, of Ayudtva baforg (he Ayutihys kingdom, thal is 1o say, tha past of
fha aroas which now maie up the gec-body of Thadand befors they became part of
‘proper” Thal history. Denouncang he racial Kistory, Stsak considers people and cullure
w (ha tandd Of Siam as much or as lithe That a5 the Thai loday.™ They were "Siamnsa,” tha
nan-racial lemm he prolecs, regandiess of their race. He mpsatedly emphasized that his
= 3 hstory of “Ssyemprathel” jthe Samese countryl, 25 opposed to g *Thai® history, =

¥ Sz vailiohotme, Vo khshseng weckes seawatlisal Fix [Argomants shout That Ristory] (Banghii, Musrgbes
Pabl=mng 190 whichls 3 colerior of s smjor eficies sinte 496G
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raciglly connoted past™ He opposss attemols to find the origin of Thai people faday in
the Tal race, which is 5 popuiar subject aven up 1 now. Liks avery olher race; and
perti=aps aven mom then most ke argues, the Thai ans people of mixed race. To speak
of the T race |3 o address & mistaken concent. To Iy I salve the question of its prigin
isa wasie of tne.” The pecples and oulllres in the pressnt domain of Thailand wers
e e snceslors of tha Thai

nstead of migration end saif-realizalion, selllement and development an= the
iropes of the past in Srisak's view. All avar the geo-tody of Thaitand today fhiens wors
enomous: numbor of eany setiements and hundreds of anclant towns beforn the
thirksanift century,™ and Jsan, or northsastem Thailand todsy, an area regarded by most
Ristonans a8 heving no history watll the last faw hundmd yoEs, wad parhlips tho most
impoctant slle of eivillzation in Me regian™ Morsover, secarding o Srinak, Sukhaiisl,
before becaming & Thai kingdom, was tounded by peopie trom Vientiano-Sekonnakhon
mrea of (an bofore Viedhene bacame Lan Xang or Laos, ™

Thas Stamose past in s view, tharetore, wis nehor ihe migrtion of o race fian
e dpace and Ume of Oters. nor o lnear political succession from Sukholfail o
Banghok. It was an' evelitionary process. of Intoraction: among human societies. and
betwean human and their envitonments, from eary setfloments n pro-histore line. o
small communitles, citles, poilical ymis, nnd Kingens, from hunting and gathesng 1o

™ i e o iy Indant book which s & comprsbaniive naeraiive of hislory s il viese i Srumeraiil. The Enash (il

=5 T e 18 S Tiwdod's Hatecs Ssciamund From Prebisis Tess 5 Sdhyn (onghok: Metchon
Pusiciona, 1051

" et pa

" o Semib ulibholen, Bommnited e ne Somawt | ghanms [Thai arbmesingy i Be nast decade) (Dorgio:

Whangromn Pubeatiois, 1982), and Mo borgn i a-nachak sikboial At clies in e S of Sekhoine]
(Bargicic Thal khad Resmarch ingfiste Thormmmeat Lnarsiby, 159051

' Se= Bk Valibhotams, Ash sresme s (4 Norlheaslern S48 of Orientens Fizw Arrumtlogical evidencs &
Crange e Face of Thai History] [Benigiolc Maheten Pusficstions, 1830%. This Englch (52 i T b Boph

" sua mmm Ex mmogrhan e srannua pan- phosssg Eamen -glkhollsT [The Samess 2l
Vermanne erd Lpper lsan were B ondars of Sukbolhsi " Shlape wetthersthes 13 LTI = e A
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egniculiure and trade, lrom Smple kinship o compiex socia! relations, and fis process
OCCUTEd in hundreds: of places simullansously, The Thai ‘Post was plursiisiic snd
divarsified from . ine heginning of hisiory, Itwe wers 1o imagine the cénventional Thal
past In @ map form, Il would be a set of poliical maps of the That geo-body that | have
Wustratad elsawhere.’ To imaging Ihe Siamose past i Srsskés viaw, it would be set of
hisoncal-lopographical maps showing the: coasts, mowntzin ranges, valleys. plalssus.
ariginal and clearsd forests, ana the walls or Mosts, rivers, and trading routes. |l would
o lika the senal pholos Snzak shways shows (o begin hig srgumants.

As 8N archasological anthropologlst, Snsak usss methods et are “down B
sarth.” His namalives abways begin with geography, physical envimnment, and the
conclitions for human sutement. Srsak also was among e first 1 fight for mengnison
HTm.anmmdhmmnm.uﬁwmulﬂwmﬂ
hard press, ilﬂnmﬁMW-Mnhﬂ.MMmMrmhulﬂm
came aboul gradually witheul a provecative moment nor the formation of & dimincive
*schoal "™

In fact Srisak has had excollant Institutiona! ouiets for his [desy over the ong
perod, Ho has more infrastnucture for dissemination than anybody nlso, First, he was the
tounder and editor of one of the two populnr magasines in the Deld of Niatoncal sudies,
Musng bormn (founcod in 1674). And it s no
secrel that his view Is strongly prisent In the olhes, moro popular one, Shlapg
watthanaiham (foundied 1976). Among the arficles that have appearsd in Musng bocan
are hiis study of isan, e wiimgs of his falher —a pimneer and strong proponent &l he
villugs of tamtan, and inumesablo reports of excavations and findings: aboul anclent
cities - @nd historical sites thramhout the geo-body of Thadand. Among (he issues that
made Sinlapa watthanustham famous werg the provocative assanion that *Sukhothial was

" Trongers Winkchakul S Msooed o 15058

" Msry e Sriaek crediled 55 Phoumisai for e Draghtinugh fom e seear Sy of e Theal capit=s. | beimve
Sesesresived thel il altockeq peesier cobic vt Ihan fis own cedastsis.
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nat a2 el Thai caita®, and tha story.of Ayudhys before it became a capitsl The.
=dhitne of Sinlapa waliharattem, Sujt Wongdes, has worked clossly wilh Srisak sings the
days whén they founded en “Archesdiogic] Traver club in cofiegs, and hais a koyal
promoter of Srisak's ideas. Second, the schplars whose intslactust foundstion owes
wery much o Srsel include Dhidz Sarsya, § will known historian hersell whose works
@m0 lass intuential Srssk's own. Diide 58 major force bohing tha f5n of the intores)
n local nmw.mmmmm.mmaum.mwmmmmwm
states of 0ifies in the earty history of Southeasi Asia ** Thid, Seisak was ot of the first ko
use traveis and Tours 85 @ way of leaming, befors toumsm based on historeal sies
bocams @ succosslyl business. Despite his opesled waming and erilicism of the
GangEr al Dusiness might caess toihe siee‘and of the govemmant's polldy reganding
. Sriwak naver denies Te vilse of Rursm ang 15 permsps oaa of e most lamous end
knowindgenble scholars in the businass, If many of his ideas seem unprovocative gnd
nil 80 Interusting now, M@ may be a slgn that his views ary becoming & now
conventenal wisdam,

THE CONTESTED DOMAN OF LOCAL HISTORY

Increasec attanbon locsl history &8 8 fogical consaguence of Srsak's viow of
fuslory, » way 10 consiuct @ polycontric or non-ceniric, and non-inesr bl
conlamporaneous history of Sam; The surgo of inlerest i local Mstoiy was the mosi
wmportant phenomenon of the histodcal soholasship in Thalland duning the 19805
Accartiing to my Ingomplete survay, from 1678 to 1081 there were &l loast forty-six
conferentes an local history m thiry-two or mome of the country's seventy-two provinces.
© Scholars from Bangiok shways faricipatad, and played prominent roles, Srisak, for

" S Wangaes. Bubhaihel e ettt feengrek khong T Bkt was i fhefrst Thel agsier
PBanghon St wirtilanathar Sutdostin, 85

~ Deeds Seaya. Ral beran [Ancient sl (Sariok: Mismg bosan, TeRdL s 5 imerawari prewallls vk foo
Eers sramithat {Dveraces e sary by of Siam), {Bangkok. Muasg boae, 1790

* The oni=rnces wem Inciepengiedy smamired. fiough & iocdl ediesdons iion bad 17 be molved, The fges
bars i Fom @ alniey Imadeng =l eschary %mm%ﬂhh-ﬂﬂumm Tos
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oxample, spoke 5t move than wenly conferencas, foliowed by Prasent Na MNagara, St
Wongoes, Dhids Sarava. and Nithl But Srisak was nal e sode reason behind the rise of
\ocal histary, Npﬂﬂmmﬂ&ﬂmh&gmhhm.ﬁﬁm#ﬂﬂﬁ_ﬁﬂ;mm
current in local history fef tar shont of what Srisak might expact, Tha rise of focal history
was 3 conjunciure of seversl factors, snd its eftect waal beyond historical scholsrship.

The genealogy of ocal history in Thattand is comple Chiangrigi-had-a semins
of iis own history o eary as 1588 In connection wilh the foundsation of 8 university thane.
4 course on Chisngmal's history has been In ihe cumiculum since han, The events ol
1973, nw&wﬂmlﬁa.mmﬁmﬂllﬂmanﬁmwmmmﬁmﬂﬂ
local intellectials Uhoughoul he country have siways ehown Infereat in focal and
megional identilles. They continuously produce trensitemations and writihgs on kocal
Hieraiurn. Tha country-wite uprsing not only smlsed poliicsl conoclousness bul also
boasted e consclousness of local identitios.™ Secondty, M Phoumisak's allamaive
history insplrad many schodars writing |ncal Wistory 1o examine # hatory of the common
pacpio, of Ihe masses, and from below.

Finally, the impetus for nuttulionalized local history came, aurpisingly, rom the
miniatry of education us pans of education raform after 1873 The impact of the 16873
upnsing hit education harder en many ofbor ansss. Not onty ware lharo Galls ip leer
dowr the enlire school cumicylum, 10 “bur’® the classios! emsture. which illsgedly
stultifind tho masses, and Yo incroase student participesion, hul scholars also oressed
hard for & retorm of the educationl systam. One of the key lssues was docentralization
of the cutriculym, ana encoursgement of the iden that locst peogin should know mon
about themselvos and it story, Although the 1876 massacre and the right wing
rogima Intemupted fhe mform, end the ldea was_naover put into effect, local studies

mm-um:hmmquw-mdmnmmum:h
metodchagy andd vallies of kot hatory, o #n cvervew of it

ey wilh Al Hanfaces R Sapprayessn, s Mhmcts Barmshmm gt Smaitmdmerd Brnessy
Wbt ﬁmmmnm-ﬁn_ﬂ Kanchenapnan, Chemgrma University, 16 Jily 1892

¥ DOticks Sarmym, Tasnrian s e Fistory: & Saidy of Loeal Hisiory FRemghok: The Dffce ot e Nafionsl Cues
Ty, 1081 pp. 54-GT,
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neverthsiess bocanie pan of the national educational plsn in 1978, New courses and
iexihodks were created &) vanous school levela, and ﬂw&rﬁﬁs&yd&duc_ﬂth;npmﬂdm
fundds for the establishment of provincial cullurl centres 2l the loeal igachars colleges
or provingial high schoots.

Lacal history was bath a beflom-up and 10p-town initialive, a ldcal and national
fint. and & radical allemative 25 well a5 a state-sponsored project. Ezch agoende had
s own poliics and Inlerests, ideas and mathads, and snScipatod particular resalls. &
dacads later, the cuménl wis= silll bigh, and rmoeived added Impetos: from fourism,
demeslic ‘and foreign funding for the nostalpin Industy, and attompls by soversl
provinclal gavermors under the Intenor Minlstry Iy promete el provinces. Logal listory
i & heavily contostod domen, where Srsak, Dhida. tocs! intellactuals, thy Thoi stals,
Bna otners ned (o estabilish their influsnce, though no ooa has sueceadnd In dominating
s Theldd,

An offort to conceplssize and dafirie local history came from Dhida Sarsya. Sho
e palitical values to local history by tracing he struggles of subordinates in crosts
thesir awn history from the faa niotegnth century fa Ji Phoomisak in e 10605, Local
history confinued this stropghe, she argued, sinoe It was an offort 0 create @ history of
the massas [muanchen]. *Local history is @ history of local society in which e masses
are acion_.a social Yistory which emphaalzes the masses™™ In her words, the masses
equal "caunityside-local [chonabet-thangthin] ™

For Dhida, local history challenges thn malnstresm history, Ihe  “cantrilist
Hestorical idelogy,” which, in her viow, appesrs (o epliomiza the problems of higors
siuchies: 100 much political history, an emphasis on greal men, 8 non-chynamic past 2
hislory without conlext ‘or parspective or process which was asmow-in. methods and
sefection of evidentce; o false pesodization by capitsls of regnal years; & history of king,

" Chaing Summarewanil “Ssturs khong kerackes prawaliisal tomgBin” [ of dhetes i loca| histary} Yarmes
Wg’mm_-ﬁq;mp 450, Intervivws: win Fens Wictesdo el Aryrvat Wichankives, e
Faicrapiat College (fomer Cristor Tracher's College), 14 & 17 July 1952
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iate and nalion without the common people and their cullore.™ In contrast, her local

present- day Cullure, Including ha evelution of myths; 2 hisiory “rom the inside " s= it i
perceived by local posple regardiess of its Iruthfulness. ™ Moregver, myths of Temnsn
are legilimats hislarica) evidance, not anly becausp Iney give us local percaplions of the
pasl, but | facl they am “core mylhe® which we: could use b ascorialn e fue past
about tha selliements.™ And = an

Apparenlly Uhida bned up afl the qualilies of istory that she houghl desirsbis
‘and confarrad them upon “cal® history, The approach crsaled confusion becausa it
confiated (he geographic o spatial (Countryside, inside, contre, local) with ihe social o
rigrarchical {magses, below, botium, poople), The lams she ssloctod a8 her el
“canire”. "canirist’, ‘contralis? are alge bolh gespraphic and hlomrchical. As a fosult,
“ocal 18 tco hoavily-landed a bem.

B Dhicia's is miesty s caso In which o definition was ovsrdane. For olhers, the
meaning of focal istorny” i laken a5 undersiood, and Enconipassing varous
perspachives, and I8 scoordngly lell ambiguous: ronically, its strangih lles in the
resuling amblguity and confusion, in its encompassing claim 1o a beter, mor logibimate
pastin ovary way, Thus poaple, including Dhida hersell, can piay with il appropvEata i in
Mty pastible wWays, end create diforant kinds of-local history. The works Divida calls
Tooal histury” Inchide, fof instance, a history of the setiomant &t Chiangmal and the
svolulion of its stato.™ 1 i a history of tho former centre of o Lanna kingdom which is

" St g 7, 1244, For mn ssttion v Englsh of il etoncsl Mesiogy snd T pecssally of T Wsioy see
Diacts Sarmy, Jamnan. chips 73

= Dtida Sacvye, [Locsl tistotd] 6. 85, 2530, 4344, 7962 and Wisioe Mekisat, Tnineviiv: O, Clbssis Ssrmym”
Yowrsr Absngal (Chulsionghanm Unnersiy), 17, 1 [Jan. 1865) 34
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not quite: Jocal’ even now sxcept from fhe centrst viewpaint, Local history has
profifereted, theugh Ut has not produced a single study of the peasant society as Sesa
had anticipated.™ Every nofion of local bistary is another fving fistary from the insids.
What mallers 1o people who creals ILis ils values.

There is one thing such notions of local histary have in comman: || wiiid not
cayse Oishanmony or disintagration in he country. On e contrery, for Dhida a bolter
understanding of local culture would promate national and socia! solidarity, would assist
govemment planning, and much more. “All |hese will mske e pooplo realize the
importance and b proud of hewr history, idenfity and _ will be willing to preserve ha
oid E=citions Instead of wming o new ones. The consequence will bo an Improvement
of ratianal integration in genarsl = Studins and conferences on local history in Thalland
hirve been curmad out in this good spirt.

The geographical usits of e confirences on locel history wen (ha presenl cay
provinces nnd mglons. Only once was the unil & hislorical lown which was Aot identicsl
willi @ modem province o region” Tha procoatings of most of them had & similar
pattorn. Starting wilh geogmphy, surrounding ehvironment, and ancient setilemunts or
g in T area, the conforencas hen lnoked at the province in the pre-historc period
and histoncal penods as masked in o national history Dy capitsis or by rognal yesns.
Thn panod may be mone specific i tha provinces played & prominent role in he national
history of that perod. After political history came economic history, locil e,
retitectine, ais, orits, Incal iradilions, and & few othor subjpets unique to the province
o RGN,

In musl cases, 8 province held the conforence only once. Given the axtpnsie
scope of the conference and the fimited nuniber of papers, most provinges gol menely 8
gimpse of tholr history, Only 3 few of them, such as Chéangmal, Philsenuiol,

" Dreoe Zarave. [Local Miseny] & 55 reooucion by Snsak. Many sitidhes of Pe pessants pore oo hoe Ot
ok

™ Discts Sesayn. Tasman, pp. 120, 130
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Manhasarakham and Nakhonsitrammaral, had a combination of insiitutional commitment,
rEsQuIses, and radition fo mount = fuller affad ™

Cunng the cenferences scholary pursuits had o compromise with lounsm ana
business in shaping he agenda. Somo u;:msrc;m lpoked mome lke promotigna) events
for the provinces concemed then academic meolings, and fsatured discussions of
popular landmarks® of the provinces to glorfy their separste identitias, The hégtoey
sassions often contrtwted to the salf-glorification exercises as well. wilh celebmbiong of
past reigns and locel events taking the place of scholany sxplomnons.

Bul how was glonousnass determined? The selectsd pas| was mastly oog in
which the province pliyed 3 prominent role in the retional nemetive. [n this way e
pledpe o nihgimmeadathmﬁmmmamﬂqd-Euh
gensralions af intefiechusts and “mmateur historians were nol rluctant to writa about
thew past from local perspeclives. I ie the professionsts i eur generstions, both the
tocal and central ones, who face a dilemma in ¢hoosing between the aulonomoi hisloey
ol & locallty and the hisiory of the locality 85 part of the Thai nation. This dilmms
enerslid confusion from me vory first wiiings on local History.™ 1 appeared In Diida's
conoapt of the deconired-but-integral local history. it can be seen in most conferpnces.
Autonomous: identiiés were colabrated in arts, Mersure wod local traditions, bid in
higiory, most pravinces pamarity valued thale conlibution to, and participation . e
rtion, The perudization of lecal history remaine that of national ona. Thys, loc
history le 8 history of the relationship wilh the Gentro. & parial bistary of tha nalional
whisie™

" M reww lerbary madhitionn Havaualy, Tey werw once of esst B sscond s cenkes M 1he kingsom. [Hes
Mangsarmntam fprosents e, rod e prouncs. § Chiangthel has hed af leset ssvsn masor conferoncas: Nakhon S
Ubon anct Philzanilok o, und isadSur

© Soms Phercinml Thetare feong WM NERUHEN prawstliset b S (The views of the Lanne’s hiskrise
wimErE | W Efeamvil and -Sochnt sd [Hsiory god Thl Hisitridne] pp. 188207, Hore: Bomisl mecognized Lares as w
Feskricas birggdom in il own At Vet ehe Biamet the Larna intslocksts whe honesiy wmis & histty as iFismne was
& maifon and Badind o auglain ls TelsSoREnD Wil B T codbor

® 22 e sare lime, we M BCTONES SR Who wiole toal Hiskry focuming on e avolulion of e fowh, sl o
dymsty, wilh e relalionshin wi e Tha cenfres mentored bocesorsly, Urrtunataly, the obvisus cese wes
Chiangrmetlanna which Lsed 1 be 2 o il T ighil, Mot & fons) e
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Typlcally, confarences Inchided Sfsal's kind of prehislory or Dhida's
recognilion of myihMistony “fom the inside”, both esliing for & non-gentrist local Ristory,
but walhout any stake in locaf phde. On the other Hand, they alsa tncfuded a glordfisd
history of the province and its unity within the nation. These diflerent Kinds of Jocsi
history, sometmes meisieadingly seen &s roflacting the views of two camps made up of
Banghok scholars and jocal scholars, cosxist Intricately snd clash occasionally.
Regaading one conference, a reporar from . Bangkok said that the Banghok scholars
usad medem historical meshodology, but local scholsrs sl made thalr local history part
of a natiorialist plot of Thal history."' Typically, few recognized the differences and those
whe did Wl the differences subiside. In lass typlcal cases, conflicts were ravaaling. For
example, un art historian contendad it two famous Buddha images in one provinee
wars ol g8 commpnly thought, fom Indla, bl were locay made. He was sirongly
criticizad far causing confusion, since the famo of the tmages, and by sxtonsion of the
province, was based on the bokol thol me imagas ware suthentic, When the unforiunide
historian Juriher suggestnd that local ans ware possibily dedved from the Chiam tradition,
locil inlalinciusls prolesied agmn,

Just becauso they [Crampal had morn [an works) than we have, [we
thirik] the lbams we tarve also belonged to ham... Eventusily, durs has no
integrity. Nolhing is umequo 10 us, to our local tediion, We have no
Grginality, Wi were borowed from othors. This s a matier of national

inilagrily.

Adter all, Incal hisloey remains-a dynaslic story of the political elite, not a papular
and social one, AS a rific notad, it has potential 1o chaliengs the Thal stats, bul instesd
ks incorparated inlo the nstonsl namative. It serves the govemment politically for

" Se= Wanires Dsalhmrnns reoont of B sesimmmos o e focst hlbloey of Seractunt o Oaizan i hhed sk
Bt o This Wfonl Flseres: snstite] 5.9 i 10831 155

Sarrens prawallisal smafens ool | 2637 [The first cosfmncs oo Mty of Sumifthars, tTRRs)
imongreeh, Sumathon Toache: s Tollsgs, 19907 pp. B7-54.
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sgcurity. sconomically for touism, and idealogically te creste 2 tullural-rich Thaiand,
The mmisdirection had tiesn palnted out many imes, but nobody has fisténad, Perhaps
Mis 15 due to the facl et histotans, focat or ptharwise, sre burgaucrals, whoss lves ars
50 dominated by the royabinabional I:1Eta~h:m,.r.'5£Ei i winild be mone interesting o see a history
of a problematic province Tk Pattanl, ong member ol Uie sudience al-a local history
conlerenoe suggestad, and even mom 50 if the separatisl view was Included,™

NOSTALGIC THAILAND: ANARCHISTIC VILLAGE AND COMMODIFIED PAST

Both Srisak and Chamnip exprossed concem thal local mistory was becoming
more interested in cullursl promotion and less In peopie and commuriy. Chattip's
discourso on local history is similar to Dhida’s, bul his iisss seo different, Like Ohida, he
confialgs “local and e “masses”, but it Is cloar o him thet focal hiskory must study a
village communily since I i tha only 1ocus whod "local® and “peopile” aro unombiguously
thar samm. A-thrMMhmumtuﬂHlmmmmpuﬂm.Anmlﬂ
redationships among the alite, local and cantral, % an “oulsde™ history, Above all, he is
steactfast Ihat local history fust examing the socio-ecanomic evolution of the vilage
commurity I it is th bo & sty of Tving® people.” In tie namowest and mos| specific
definttion, [local sludy] Is 3 study of human mialions bn local production, of class
retations at the local lovel ™ The result is an oconomic hestoey of villages.

Cantrary 10 Wis earer proposition, Challhip now believes that Thal villsges had
similaritins 10 the Orental society maorg than b had thoughl, They had nol: changed

- Daivrsy Sunthmavani], Thire of kel in oo higiony ] b 16018,
" S ptak The chistenge wen Fom B suderce

" Cratwp Matughe, [The sl sod cxvemenis], pp. £46. Grssh el Thak Gwenk kap lemssss
ereestmsl thongthin® [Ite ssstem mooe == ool filklory] ' Crocten pomeeiles) toe sliein salterates
[Chartars hesfory, Rt and cufurs), ot Simaklarmant Unersty Sergmsen, 1069); pe -5, The crifictss was
mmumaimwmhmmmuwudmﬂhmﬁﬁm.
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mch sithar bafore or sfier 1855 bacause of the Intensity of vislage cohesivensss or o
‘community cultore’, the svalishity of naturel resoures, and Ihe parssitic bl
noa-panalraling state. The break-up of Thai vilages had ocowred Just over the pasi
By years 85 a8 consoqusnce of Me rapid indusvislizaon, ond the exensive
penairation of the Thai ststa into vililage community.” Wnars Nt pushed the dynamisen
of the Bangkok bourgesisie biack i the lato sightaenttt cantury, Chatthip posiponed he
ala ol late capitalism in Thai villagzse 1 the 1960s.

Like many ofer Thal inmBactyals, Chatthip Is criticsl of the economic boanm and
the course of devalopmant Treiland has been experencing. The griwing evils: and
hurrean cogl hgve: enhanced his nostaigic appreciation of the pre-indusirial community,
Ha knowa it vividly throbgh bis scademic contempiation. His ressarch confirms the
easiance of such a village nol =0 fong Bgo and perhaps now, and he hag proposed an
aiternative form of development which recognizes end preservs hose villages, and in
tact ks based on their pamicipanon. Undoutiedly, his ioes! of ihe village uches & chord
with the intalligentsia, andt one scholor has provided evidence for the existence of wiml
Chaffhip soas as tha “onjiml viliage:

Knirtwang is 8 ol villige which is Idontical with the one imagmed by
vilagors..[l.o.] withoul the penetrition from thie state and caplialism, Wo
rignt hink et this knd of communily existed only in the peasant
rilllenntalism inhistory. O L might be |ust a wish of & usapian thinker. Bul
this Is real. [Tha resssrch on Khinwong) projiossd an “ararchist® theory
of devalopmant, 8 kind of socialism, focussing on folk ideclogy and small
mganizations. o counler the power of the state and capitals cllias. In the
pasl, anarchism was not popularin Thaltand, even though i is the sef of
ideas mostin fine with those of the villagers. It Is = folk socialism. ™

¥ Driitin Mecupba) Seiticl muton Bl nel 208 [The econry of Tha wages 7 hmﬂ{ﬂﬁ'lgllﬂ. S,
15851

" Crmenin's intradielivn i Pomisia acwiche. Khitwong (Banghok: . Mubes PusSesions 1963
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Regardless of the vasdity of his theory, methodaiogy, or analysis, Chatihin's locz!
Eludies nave produced sn autcame which is absolulsly diftsranl fram those undertaken
by me focal histones which posil nemseives within the Femework ol the Thal naion
What is more stiking than an asarchistic village versus 2 glodfied integral province? Yet
they co-exist I._I'I'Id;liﬂ' the rubnc of local history.

Lacal history ceuld have been seen as |eopardizing national securily and the
intagrity uf the stata, s its popularity and its moognion snd promotion by That
suthorifies relfoctod & signiicant. change inthe Thal state. With tho end of misma
nsurgency and of the Cold War In the 19805, nelghbouring states became dependon
on Thailend In one way or snothor, The Thal stete was sscure. Besies, Thallsnd
emerged sconomically strengee tan before, Not only had the security parancia which
tid haunted the Thai elile since tha birth of the netion subsided, bul Thalland could be
aggreasivo. Wilhin this conlasd e divarsity of Thid peaple and sullure was lorable
The cantralized cullure and memaory Begen 1t open momm gpace o the local ohas, and
e Then sinte did not creck. Instead, hae pm-u&n‘-ut he sinis's atlowing for groator
pluralism nlliatod another trenslomation, which remains perhaps THE maln agenda
Mdnr.m

Caortainly, the prolilembon of local idenfiios has been cerefully guided and
contsined,. Fundamental o the management of this process is the digcourse on the
refalionship belwoen national and local Idontitles, There i more than one wiy 1o pul the
relationship In ils proper pisce. Tha most prominent discoorse establlshas hismmhical,
or partwhote relations.

Ay we gl agree, culture is- 3 facior which unifics our ration, In Thailand
now we have the man culturo [watthonatham k] we all adhers to, But
e sub-cullures |wafihanatham yoi], which are idenfiies of parlicular

" The smeye of tocal shidies i net 35 EcEsied Dhenomenon of i el Trugh il e el mery ol e =
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localilies, continug 10 xist withaut being hamiul i the hamony of the
q i
nation.

The national culture s sophisticated, the local cultures are poputsr Tha nationai culluve
siaes ha hema upon which lecsl cullures provide varaSons. Tha nefionsl cullure is
genumely Thal, the local cullurez ars derivative. Despile the faltzcies of this belist, It
aliows the: divarsily of local idenimes and loosl histones to emerge mome easily.™

fis nat the state slone that suppors the proliferation of local hisfory. In fact the
shute mighl Jusl be responding tn tha incressing demand from the civil soclaty for & new
kind of past thal fils their tssts. The rapid industrializtion has broughl aboul seversl
social wEngformations. And Ihe Thai bourgeoisie, the lading force of this economic
mirncia, siill pushes the society shead al lll speed, The kmpact on urban e and culture
huhun:poctﬂndnnﬁumdﬂmmwnnhhnwmuumm:m
pencd. and suddenly hes anomous buying power. Afler purchasing malirinl culture,
e new fAch seek the maom subtie spintusl culture, Linforunatsly, they are nat cullumsily
nch, being fiest 1o hird genembon immigrants who have been upmooted from ok
ndibons. and homolands siher within Thalland or in Ching not so long. ago. The
historicat roots of Thals of Chesese dasconl are superficisl snd ambivalent, since ther
ofging in Ching are romoto and peaps only presorvad in their practics ol ancosier
worshis "t home® in Thaliand. Most importantly, mmigrasion history is regarded as sn

"hmwﬁmuh-mhnmﬁhmmu-mnn
iocal cuturs oF [l Mum valley, soe Sere Culkrs{ Cenire, WalTian st rien . "
i [Tha culline of (o b by peorse B camad of T Kines, Leb, et S i S, (Bangkshs Sanmusancson,
el

T Hils onca ausBoned how fer e s ecoommadialion of sl culers e go with s discourss snce €
mmlmmwnmmmhumﬂummmmg
ﬁhﬁhhpﬂ.hmﬂmhanw.hhﬂanmwtmmxhﬂ:
icbereity o, or ¥ abancon B nefoee oo detiony, the unfing. men colers upheid onty by the slsts sce
Wum-mmw.mwmvmwmﬂmmmnﬂ'
o T3 and Vihwem lekd! khong wefocatam thail kan esel ma® Tihe dienite of Thal cullire = mew
crabengal i Bu kivwain Winschs weStargham [For e undersianding of cuturs], (Sanghol. the Offive of Hetonsl
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inchdual rather then an imagined communs! past.” The past thay identify with is = Thai
psl, bul their Thai lGently 8 3 recent acquisition. Thair gemand for a Thal past has -
i rapidiy.

Un the other hand, e force. of rapid change has separated peopla of Thal
descent from rural ways of fife and local cullures. Major cities have expanded
enommousty, Intemal migrstion has brought peopie from viltages or small towns inio now
urban envirpniments, and Ihey ve withoul meots in o mega-ciies. The: changes: fiave
been =0 fas), foreetul and disruptive that the conirast Datween the past and presant can
be talt in ivery way. Ono cansequence |§ social nostalgis. Recanlly seversl groups of
poopis, maslly urban intofiscials and bushiess peapls, have besn saliing up mussams,
organizng oxhibilions of memoratilia, establishing archives of films, music, prinddd
matonats and-so on, and preserving ald architecture. Publications on old Sk or old
Sanghok flood the market. The laster Bangkok moves oo tha future, the groater the
sppeat of neo-anfiquaranism. Pooplo are conscious about recaliecting (i past, though
hay wault not lh with i They want to collect It Tor thesr apirttual waalth, to make the
fow af Ite comprebensitie.

Most of the participants m the local history projecis, especinlly 16ca! Intelnchnis,
are probiably this kind of peopte. For thom, local study s not & maltsr of decentanng the
rational namadlve, The sevival of local identity: may be impodant, bul as part of the
communsl ML rather than 85 8 reasseiion of & separate idanhly, Local history has
the patential 10 urure e powar of local community St Chatihip and Nilhi snticipats,
but basically It is par of the nastaigla produation currently everwhelming Thalland,

Ghven the diffenent kinds of demands, the resull is the commodification of
nostaigia, Now the mode of scquisition of the past is consumption, The past 5 emired,
objectified -and procassed In various forms lor sale: 25 peckaged storos for madia

" Eheiz by no authoriative work 7 T s B Clinsser oversass in Tralees weich con qurtiing & Benise of commons
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vonsumption, as festivals or hisiarical parks for Iourist consumption,™ and as musewms
or conlerences on local Ristory lor intallaciugl consumplion. Tha irends in locel shidiss
five lately berome more concemead with selscled musts, s works, buildings or cuttum
arlifects spch as texties. Thess studiss wolld never be a Ihvest to Ihe state; on the
canirary, they only ulfil ine nostaigic longing for rools, and maks profits,

To congitler that e commedification of history bangs with ||l & detorioration of
the discipling and thie profession may be & nobile pretansion. Definitely, the authority of
mmrhmMnrﬁmmHn&d.mumﬁmmmmmnmm
Whethar or nat Ihls means batter history, and what (s mesnt Dy belter history, remalns o
be-saan. Among the: positive cantiibulions the nostalgls indusiry has brought sbout in
Thailand is the succossful poputarization of history, particulany by the magazine Sinlscs
veittnanaltam [Arts gnd cublure]. Tho strateglos 1l uses are no secrol. On the ono hand, 1
Eansatonilizes history by making U provecalive or comtroversial, On Tha gihir hand, i
mukes Wistory an open domain n which people witho! specil exportise can join the
debate on loples that interest them. Tha magazng has paced befony the public severs!
scholarty controvorsies proviousty anly of concom among histonans, |ssues mised by
tha niow historios since 1673 have beon popularized by the magazine. | PeluEn, Wa riy
say thal tho msgozing, and the commodification of nostalgin, have contiibulad o e
success of Nithl, Srsak, Ohida. Chatthip, and many ofhers in challenging canventiona
history, In the past fitlesn years, the magazine has created unprecedonted public
conosity and popular pertichsstion in the production of histoncal kiowladie.

Crne of Ihe consoguances of the nostalgla industry ks ihe fact that e production
and dissamination ol histofical knowledge has moved away from academlc lourmals ang
partaps classmoms, and tecoms centred In popular magasines., tourism, and the mass
media. Even among inefioctugls in Thatiand, saminsrs, contorodces, shd putdic
meatings are the most significant arenas. For betisr or worse, with excitement ang
Trustration, the interesting new ideis requeanily appest in popular mogazines and public
forurtis, rather than in the form of serious research. Glven the low sslary and poor retum

" One of e most Gonlroversist cases i T% presenasion of gl Sikiciha efics wan s T & higkixical v for
B ETL
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for rasearch and academic publications, mos| academic joumais i history have bean
prontunced. dead.

This new economy ot historical knowledgs has salective offscts on the Bield of
tistarical studies. In terme of product, somes subfscts of shugdy &re salgable, some are
ol Thiss, some issues aqe morm visible than othiers and morg likely to be repmauced
while olhers might be dropped from the invamiony, In tsms af produeiion process, soms
sublects nead Ume and mefhodology that make hem Gimull for popular consumption,
but & number of subiiects have been produced wilhout scademic baggage. In terms of
exrculation, historical khowdedge Is brought down to open markst, to public production,
paficipation, and consumgsen. |t s ho lanigor an elitsl propoerty

Linlike the immadiste pedod aftar 1573, however, to rising consumer damand
for nowtaigle does not onginate tron) e seirch for snswers o tha disruplive moment in
M yocisty Thamummwnnmmudlmmﬁmnmmlylm to @ strong
ifrastuclure of research and instiluticnal Oeveiopmant. What 18 domanded is
meadtyamada hlstory for publie consumplion, el o serous inquiry imlo the past
Congequunlly, while commodilized hisiory has Werogssd and history has baon
poputarizod, the nfrastructure (studants, courses, professionals, funding) has shrunk. 15
this acoaomy of histoncal knowledge and tho nostigia industry # king of *Dulstile®, ot
the prsont acanamy of the country?

CONCLUSION

There heve been several other attempls o woits revisianist and new kinds- of
history, such as strupgies to intarpeat the 1932 revelulien and i subsequent regimes,
he |niroduction  of post-modernism Inle Thal histores! discoursg, and studies on
rationalism, allhough thore has bean It serious work on fhe evints of 1673 and 1879
themselvas. The doubl over the suthenticily of fhe Hamidambeeny inscriplion, the
MECTption number one of That history, was cricial for the survival of Sukhothat as the
Golden Age of the Thai past  So far, howevar, both ihe inscription and the Golden Age
have survived Ihe scrutiny, aithough the: doubt is not complelaly put out”™ As we have

*ﬁgmﬂmm:umqmwm,whﬁnmmm}
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SEeh, hew. ideds froar the West neve been localized sslzctivaly, depending on-seversl
faciors: compatibility - whether or not they it lﬂtﬂ!iﬂfﬂ'ﬁﬁzﬂdﬂhﬁ]ﬂy"hw 0 make:
When Thai and undarsigridabie in Thal discourse; and authordty — whao Imporis ihem snd
how. Noverheless, lhey have gengraled new historical discourses In Iha Thal context.
Lrinodox Mandst concedts, lor example, have:bean Imparted and transfarmied for local
consumption and have genemied paricitar knowledge on Thei social ormations. But
the interest in the neo-Marast iess came fate when ihe arauments wane winding down.
Thoy generated @ numbar of works on peasants; millenniafism and history of wirkers —
perhapy he Thal "history fram the bottom up,” bul heve had only Timited impact on That
ristorical dscourse

Nevarhelass, the fandscape of the Thil past hes besa tundarmontally changed
by Ina now fislones we have discussed in ihis nriicle. From & madem political chronicls
ol great men, the Thai pest has acquised @ soclo-sconsmic domaln slongeide the
ngrmative of stale development and socisl relations. Its tempossl span is mom txionshe
than ial of conventional history, and It is no longar e histery of centres.”™ Tho Thad
Soin and Thar society havd proved o be mone halerpgonous than we fiad realized, Tho
myih of homogeneity is not sustainable and no longer necessary for the! Thal state. Tha
contontation for locel history, snd between mdical and non-radical history, take place
within Hits now discursive lsndecape. Tho fse of the nostalgia ndustry along with @
poputar, and populanzed, Mestory ks wmultaneously & frest and conirfbution 1o the
histoncal enterprise, and to histonans, Above all, thare are many pasts, and thay sra not
sl reconcilable. The mester plot of Thal history, 8 recumng story of slruggies for
mdepentience, no lpnger monapolizos e, Thal memony. Nor, toe, do profassionsl
histonans

Farhaps, 85 eisewhors In Soulheasl Asia, the changes In thie That historical
studies onginated In, rezpondsd o, and made an impac! on domestic scholarship and
poiitics. Chatthip and the *Folics Economy® group, and many siher Thai intellectusls as

™ A= 3 mstier of ot the expansive s e Fra of Srisak's history |5 Smier 1o e vizin of lhe Samess siskrinsd
Seman propcsad by King Clestalorghorn since 1 which aopamently hed bess alsndened by lntar genasitions of
Hssorsns: In e of Rie TheceetSs Soory, Soe fing Clullsonphesr, ek sirsuan  khorg boss as
peEdatsmeny” [The Anlquares Soccty = S, Salsnsm 12, 2 (A 105562 1042
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well, are engaged in podbical or social activism, Their works have never been memly
scademic, Thisis not o ciscradit thelr quality. Rather, thers 15 more in those works: than
we nomally expect of historians. These schokars writz 10 orests an Impact on poliics.
develapment, mafional integration, or to nurlure he now netionaliss, or for ihe fulure of
village, communlly, province, and the nation, The commeon concem of Nithi, Chsithip
=nd Srsak is 0 ractalm héstory for thie peoplo, whether bry teking away authonly from the
establisnment, by shaking up the domination of the roysnational history, by proposing
e miterriative listory of class druggies, or history of villsge, or by making the past of
Eim-r-utnryntlhumﬁ:mﬂlpaupmlnmairla'nuwmimmﬂta;Thi'ahu’dutﬂ?:!
Bpinl. Historiang are speaking b the present whils ihay are spoaking aboul the past
Tngsr populist nalionalism, and their omanticism of the authente village, comnmunity
culture, Thal inteliect. whather we like them or not, will ba piart of Thal historienl dissourse
for gwcades 1o come,

Finally, the coniribution of hose schotars to Thai and Southassl Astin sludies
Butalde the country could bo enormous, bul their wors is avaitanlis anly In Thisl anag has
basen targely. overiooked. Srisak’s pre-history of Isan and Diida's sody higlory of the
makntand could provice sigraicant input for histodans -of essdy Southeos! Asia. Nithi's
works, sspocially on “bourgesis culture® coult! make n significant contibution 1o Mo
recent debalo on the “Age of Commerce” of Southeast Asia and Its impact on o
gafiems of developmen! o decline of Southeast Asian watos in the sevenivanth and
eghiteenti nunluq.-." Chatihip's village is substantial evidance of the spotlally uneven
daveiopment of the Thal siate end. capitalism, The new interprstations of Thal palitics
and socily surounding the TE32 revolution, which we do not discuss tiere, may change
the ways wa know modem Thal politics. More dislogue is perhaps neodod,

" Beony P, Southeat Asis in Be Ao of Comumorcs, vol, 2 (iew Haven: Yais Universsy Drass. 180405 and Vioar
Lstermen. “Locsl Inlegeation: and Tormsin Arplogies SUUCg Boulessl A bisloy, o 1350.6.7830° Modem
Asien Sygiins 573 {1093y 4TSETE.
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ABSTRACT

THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF THE PAST
Mew Histories in Thalland since 1873

Thongehsl Windchakud

Modsm Thai restorical dlscourse had changed It since i
MEHphon n Mo late ninsfeonth century untll the mid 15708, Despite &
growing body of knowledge of the past, is pamdigm —siores, plats,
méunings and ideological values— hae beed MW serving s n
prme dispourse for fw eftlst nafionalise.  Tha poliieal and infslloctial
revolution in TE73 shook such historiographic hogemony, howavir
History, o8 knowledge, has become a center of scademic inferast and an
wrenn of Intelioctusl confrontalions (more than & decade. In that context
tal conventionnl treatment of the Thal past has been hndamentally
chaliunged by the new histordes whith, though nof formally omganized,
can bo calugoiized g four major cumrents. & edical reaction to tha
carvaniional histonography, 8 school of Masist economic hitory, o
nom-fingar sarly histary, and a phenomensl rise of acal history troughoul
2. country. Evan Mough such a dramatic inlerest i history has been
winding down. 3 new tandscape of the past has been reshaped.
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THREE DECADES OF TAI STUDIES AND THAI STUDIES:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF TAI SOCIETIES AND CULTURES’

Sompong WITAYASAKPAN

BACKGROUND

Tl sthrie groups e in 3 very vast area from the south of Chilna, nomh of
Viotnam, Laos, Thaitand, Mysnmar, and In Assam ol northeastom India, E.ﬂnn_m Thaitand
anct Laos, the Tal  live in the penphary, and are fegarded os minorles of Chins,
Myanmar, Indla, and Vietnam. In tie coloninl perod this srea was thi larget of wosiam
power's explollation of natueal resources, and was n galeway (o Chineso nhistursl
resources and Imde routes o south of China,

The expansion ol westem power to this ames for the strategic, economic, snd
reeigrions benefil in the 16th contury has brought abmut jeumals, batd reports, and books
by elficinls, migghonares on physical landscaps. natural resounces, Indiginous ways of
ie. languages, cullures and sociutes of those periphery pecplas. This can bin mgarded
@5 Me beginning of Tei studies. Al hase writlsn matedals were biter usod as historical
evidonce for (hie Thai history

The: British Invasion on westam and norther pants of Thaitand, via Indid and
Burma, aud the Fanch awasion from Cambocia to Vietram end to Laos and than
northeastom Thalland had caused an afarm 1o the Siam govemment i adjust and teform

—=

e pmp= 3 fundiod by The Fesemrc Far of Thailand. | with to Thark Associsss Predessce O, Chatthip Nansushe
e b= wind upport, advice, and somieis. Alsal | wish 1o thank Associmis Proleaor Suichs Wan'ghss, Assistent
Freisssor e Ohelyan Ralchogoo, Assisel Professor O, Phissuk Phongostisit, sed dsssint Professir 0. Sormiest
Wiariana toi . their cormaenls-on s el deel oF 8o piaper; lihﬁudﬁnhnt-im.hmﬁugmmmu-
raacier of the pmper, gave Criscs! enet seei comrAis, AN 15 Professor T Cretea Wagavachrs, Frofessor Dr. Matess
e, Or. Dellhie Sefmwatachne. s M. Anchar Thongyoo bor Teer comerss. critcisms, and edvics =i B
cond==nce on the Stateof Thel Stodes A Crficel Rossscssemant heid =& Socbe Srmencnds Bockdoor, Facelly of
Escoomics, Chizalinghom Urversy, domng oy 15-20, 1895 -All prisishes arg ey 506 resparsibilily. ;
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s vessal slale administrafion. Onoe enjoyed thelr priviiege and sovoreignty, now il
vassal $idles became pan of Siam, a5 northem or norhigastem provirices, Undsr the
supanvision of the Siamese nobles dirsclly sent from Bangkak, indigenaus names wers
io be changed lo be called That or Slamase signalling that thoy wers Siamesa subisces,
At independan, thus pravented mem from the westorn teksover as done In Burrs and
Lans

Westom invasion gave rise 1o one posilive consequence. That is. the writings,
Seld reporls, efe., on indigenous peoples wes lor the first Bme the evidence for Thai
hisleregmphor W write the history of Thallang. The seuthwand migration, and China as
the homaland at InG Tal wers Me resull of the study of the Tai in this pariod. This type of
hisiory later has boen writtem and taught in educations! insiitetiony, especially dunng
the "nutian-tullding* and nabonakial em”

foi studies had coms t0 aimost o compléle stop after WWI and WWIL whin
WESIM power was deivin oul of this region, New natioe-states wero fighting for their
owrindependence, which led to the diroct confrontation batween the Froe wordd snd the
Communisi one. All trade rovies and reguinr contact wem closed dbwn, Tho region
was dividled fnto 1wo pens. one belonpod 1o the Free wodd and the athor 0 tha
Communitts. Sowers the T

Nowatlays, Tol stuchies ras been rovived.  The study. of Tal cultures and socketies
fies Deen widely doqa both inside and outside Thailand, in partcular, the study of the Tal
i China, Wietnam, Bunma, Assam, and In Leos, Al e ilormalion hes: been
dissaminated In the form of arictes in joumals, nowspapers, books, and lelevisions”,

The land which had fhen been politically closed is now opan by the tidal wave of
werk! econamy. Roads and alports have been bulll to shrink the vast ares into @ small
workl. Counjries thal wers enemies, fiphling and kiling sach other in d@ny form of e

' Sea. b instance, Sir James Mwﬂ_m&qm[mmm nﬂzr-:}.mdun:g-ﬂn
Watstorn, (2513), ofc.

’ klos pomat, NeWIpeDers, B EEceeres o fralling arlicles on e pacgies, such a8 Tal Lis, Tal Gam, =i On
o, terg arg documeniizey seres o Tal peoples by e Pecific Desmasicsiion Cou end | Panorama Docomestesy
o bas, amang others,




mow fum 46 De egonomic. affies. Baffle felds has tumed o imestment shes, tourst
EfrEClions; and markets where capitslists 2im Lo make prafit a5 mush a8 possibie’

All hesa changes inevitably have an impact on e Tal ways of life In this
penpners| ares and on Tai stediss. Tal sludies is no langar imiad fo cerlain academics
af one country, bul has become a cooperation between institulions of ighar sducation,
and batwesn countries in order o develop goao forsign and economic relations: This
b5 rendared batller body of knowledae In Tel sludies han before.

The objeclives of this aricls ars 1o look at e Yevelopment of Tal studies in the
past thres decades |n ot lo meke & - orifical Bssessment on the study of Tis peoples,
s ihoorefical frameworks, dfavent idsological or social contesds which might have an
imgacl on Tal studies, e comparitive Tal sociolies and culuees, Impacts of Tal sludies
on That studics, and the futue directions or trends of Tei studies.

TAI STUDIES IN THE PAST THREE DECADES

in ordar 10 hive 8 ciear pioture of the movement of Tal stdias in he pest 30
yoars, it will be divided into 4 parods eaing politieal o poonomic critena os Tallows.

1) Under the Natlonalizm and Dictatorship Fule Pedod (1857-1973)

Tha nationalist policy of this perod was that all peogles wio Hved  (n Trlland
would be colled Nothem Thal, Southern Thai, Centril That, and Nodbessiom Thal, Al
hadd o leam the SlangErd That as thair natignil language, Tal and Thal dislects wers
prohibilod to be ught in schosts. Thia Thal history on the Thas migration dua 16 Chiness
WTESION Wiis wrillon and profmicted as taxibooks and sengs. Following Armerican fonsign
policy m fighting agstnst a8 comminis] governmanis in Ags, Thadand had -all bol
oramies along s borders. T studies and academic simosphere were quite groomy,

Two interesting books of this perod are Semanart's Visfing Tal Ahom Our
Siblings, which was published around 1857 and Kae Le Man Tel (Visting the Home of
Tai Aom) by Banchob Bandhomedha. Even thaugh both sre about Tal Ahom in Assam
whare both writers vishad, the contenis of this two books difier greatly from each ather
Sararanh emphasized on e closs relationship between Thal =nd Tal Ahom, the History

- Fhumaamwmrwhﬁﬂm Eurmea ansd Lots to Stoeongpenr=, &0 sirporks hiove alss Boan Bufl ©
SordRas fhe Tuascimngly Eoonemy,
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of the rseand fall of the Tal Ahom kingdom mainly fransisted from books, and his own
pessonel feelings after mesling with Tel Ahom In Assam, whils Banchbb's work i=
focused on language and litersture and various aspscts of Tai Ahom ways of [it2"

Saninal works on Tal alhnic groups In offier ethnic paopiss inside and oulside
Thallana were hose of Boonchauy Srsawasdi wha Iraveled extensively Into Bunna, and
Spsongpanna of China: The 4 pooks arg Thimy Eitnic Groups in Chiarigrai, Tal in
Sipsangpanne, Lwes the Tal in China, and fhe Tai in Burma The biooks contain
nteresiing information on Indigenous cullures, Ipres, iedifions. ways of life, languages,
eic., of varous elhnic peopla, Ta and non-Tal,

Alsg, this parod was the starling point of Amescan anthmpologists dong thelr
fiedd work In contral, aomhem and northeastern Thaltand. Michas! Mosnman did his
reseeh Al 8 Tol Lum villege in Chiangkham.  His welknown ariicie wan “Ethnic
Ioptification i # Compley Cheilization: Who are the Lue™ which questionad for th first
tima tha ethnit identity,

2) Searching for Answers al the Village Parod (1574-1882)

After o studonts's uprising on October 14, 1873, some students wanl 1o villages
1o study and loam villege e, and to disssrmnate democracratic ideology. Villagers
began to be swore of heir own Nghts, thus led 1o protest snd demonstration ageingt
unjusiics, The Farmers’ Assocmtion was founded o holp protect the rgiits of farmers
sl lo hivet dialogue with e governmant and capitalists, smong othor activitios.

Al Ihe sama tima, ML Kokl Pramoj the prime minister had mvived diplomatic
rofations with China. 1o wih his entourage was invited 10 visil Sipsangpanna, the land
of the Lue mingrilies, Tha! wes the first lime thal the Lus have been farmally wicety
krown by the Thai pubke, Lster many groups of scademics and tourists aiso ke
chances to visit Sipsongpanna and came batk with aricles, reports dboul the tip, and
of course aboul the Tal Lue language and culture”. Under the democralic goverment
during this: period, therm began o bemore aiticles, MA theses, on mingrifies in

" For et viow on fhe Tat Ahors laspusge-and culling goe Chsithip snid Fenes (536 5]

L]

Ses fof Exampe; Sumd [2E25) Kol [2551-0527) Decha (35341 emong oferes who had chance o wist
ErmangrarTes N His-petiad,
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Thailand”. Tris showed that the staie could be able o inferaie differances in languagss
and cullures in thie Trst socisty,

The village has been the center of intorest ince 1979, the year students came
back from the jungie. ‘Some of them went an wodking with villsgers together with the
non-govemmental agencies which tegan 16 play an imporiant rols in rural developent
The main theme of tevelopment &l the lme wss that people and their vilages wers the
mast imponan| feclor in Sevalopment, Development workers had fo understand the
village community, its history, cuiture, villagers' way of ife. and marover, villsgers had
I undarstand thomsstves, their culture, aod 1o he-sble'to ses the good side of ther own
cullure, thier own strength and power, and ingather they could negalialn with merchants
and govemment,  Thal was o binh of the “communily cullore” epprosch to
davelopment. In eddibon, this was the first ima that the history of village community
cama (0 he writisn wath 2t information from the villsge.  In Iha past, the history was
ownod by, and wation aboul roysl families, nobles, and High govemmend officials.
Villagars had no plece in that kind of history, Or il there was, It would Lo ondy saall, o
BupIoing pant ol the Niatory”

This period con be counted as the boginning of Tal sludies: under demooracy,
Thal public. lesmed more about e Tel oulsioe Thafand and mor sboul indigencus
eulturos In vanous places inside Thailond”. It was the beginning of e changs of focus
from the anstocratic history and culture to e communily history and cultir.

All these heppened in tha mid of the changing tace of Thalland from e country
that hadt i the past imported & 1ot of merchandiee, lechnology, and others, 1o fhe country
it became the cant of indusiry, fuctories, mainly for export. Tho country @ng the
guvemmment had been more stable than ever, Tounst indusiry began o boom, which
resulting In more local o regional studies.

3) The Quadrangls Economy: Globslization Periad [1983-1987)

| Ses Chemuwan {2527, Plengs (218 Thawal (25221 Visrul (2534), ==
! For mone dulsils, e rescies i ssioed b Chatthip (2637171218

" See Dhide Sarsys (1583} whe wod indigencs chronicles for iisonosl evidenca.
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The following four years wmed out lo be & productive and cruclal 1o fhe
gevslopment of Tal sludies: it was partly an impact from me prociamation of he Linitsd
Hatmns a5 fhe Decade of Minodites. In Thalland there was & sanies of local and regionsl
cufture campaigns ss pert of e promotion of Thal Kousist mgusiry, There were mons
amcles in joumals. dsily nowspepers, and MA. ihses on indigencus culiures of
Thasiland, and on Tai cuftures and Rerstures quisida Thaitana™,

The Aand Culture joumal had become the acadenmic and non-academic forum
for datiata on ThaiTai history. The central issue was, “where are |he Tal from?", and
changad lo "who are 1ho TeiT™ Mr. Sujit Wongdes, the editor, had Himsell played the
cantral imie In the debate.  Ha not only wrote anickas on the kssun himsell, but miso
pubhshed books on Ihe Tal, for example, the Homeland of the Tal, by Kamchanee La-
ongsn,

Mennwhile, Chingse information on the ThalTal bistory began 1o play an inlegrsl
part n e new dimclion of e Thai history. The Thai History Researsh from Chinase
Documonts Commiliies, the Office of o Prime Minisier Secretary publishad 1w books
of the History of the Tal, tmnslated from Chinesa, and anolher from Chalermnd
Pubishing Co,, Ihie Tel Rece in Ching, also @ Chinese tmnstation

The Sino-Thal rolations wes improving very well and fast bofors mnd after the
oponing of the Quadmmgle Ezonomy, which in part due lo the mpact of tha workd
econcry, or Detler known as globalization, China was very receptive i Thal Investirs,
acadertics and lourdste.  The "Deim lands wene riow open for forsigniers, tourists and
academics to visit and si=o o do research, For axample, There were research projects
on Tal language, cullurs and st betwesn Chulalongiom Liniversity, Silpakom University
and Payap Univarsity and the Nationalities University of Kwangsl, the academic
exchange program botween Chiangmal University snd the Yunnan Institute of the
Nstionalities, and the Yunnan Univarsily. All thesa had opaned 8 new horizon of Tal
studies. From then on Chinesa scholars were sSiways invited to the intemational or
national confersnce on Tal smdies. In 1888, the first international conference on Ihe

™ For smeplen, ses fengheew (PS28) Charcen (2529), olG.
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Lanna and Sipsongpanna Culiwes: the Conlinuetion and the Change was held at
Chiengrmal University,

Tha Chiness govemment notonty opened ite couniry to the Thai public, but aiso
kﬂdhﬁhﬂmsimmrﬁsllajestymam.ﬂarﬂwmmghrﬁsl’ﬁtm
Gatzyaniwatans, to visil Crina. Her Royal Highness with & group of scsdoniics visied
oo Tal communilies, one i Spsongpanna, the Tal Lus commumity, and the ather in
Dehong, ihe 1ai Mao community. The conssquence of Me np was & book on Tai histary,
tanguages and cullures, Ilsd Yimnan

In India, Assam wheee 2 lot of Tal Ahom, Phaka, Alton, ete, lve, wis alsp Bnather
cantra of intresl In Tal atudiag Indiganous schalars have been wriling ancd publishing
articles and books on thaie own Watory, society and cultumt. There was tilso an attnmpt
io rrvive the Tal Ahom lenguage and cultiie by & group of Tal Ahom scholsrs, Tha
Anom fand wae now open for forsignens 1o vigll but in Bmlied &me and place. Vioteam
and Leos both apon ther countries for tourists, acadomic, and reseacchars to vigit Tad
communilies, and ovon Burma siso sllownd visitors to go to Chisngtung, ihe ety of Tal
Ehion and Munng Yoog, e Tal Lue city.

Tal sluclios was anhanced by the opening of grecuste study Program in Lanng
Language and Lilorature, and the setup of the Promation of Art and Cullum Project, al
Chiangmal University. Transitaration of Indigenous Horstures and chionicles. e, had
Deon going an, for example, e Chronicle of Chianglung, the Chronicle of
Sipsongpanng, the Chronicke of Yong Clly, olt., and also the indiganous lenguage
texthiocks Ik the Dehong Ta lesibook, the Tal Yei (Shan) textbook, tha Tal Khusn
tecitoah, el

ihe Incroass of inferest in Tal studies could alse be sean In inlemational
conferonces witkre more papers on Tei sludies were presentsd. Scholars and shudanis
of Tai sudies have mons chances ta meel each atier o axchange ideas and Information
Al thesa did not occur by themsaives but from consequences of glabalization, and i

by mmwnnmmmﬁmhmummmrmhmhmm"mmwm
= Bz, accompanied by scatiemicy e st from Shisngmal Unversty For detis, son Sewaeng (2533 =
Sompong [57), Tewt Sewangosyatdid end Floger Peler can be ressded 25 e main contrbufion b Fi
semadmration sl T bowibooks
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particular, the Quadrangie Scanamy, whire langusgs and culture play 8 connecting
role, mpresenting good will of ssch country,

4) The Adjusting of Paradigm of Tal Siudies Parod (1988-present)

Tal sludies covers 2l aspects of Tai culiure namely, ways of live, history,
folklors, flktalgs, bsfiefs, language, filerature, an. archilecture, ingluding dress, and
omaments. Al present, Tai studies has become very populer. end a “commodily” which
sells well sither in the forms of books, artlsles, or documentary television sarlas,

Conferences ind seminars on Tal sludies were always walcome by Bcadomic
circlas and the general putskc twough ol the couniry. Chinesa historical documents s
Reing used! or refermd to moee and more,  For exmmpis, semings on the Tel Peopls
\ussicta Thaitand: The Knowledge Frontolss was held In 1985 by Kasetsar! University,
and e academic conference on the Ta) Roce: A Question Everybody Must Holo
Amswar was hold by Chutsiongkom University in 1990. The international Gonfarencs on
Thet Studias VI al Kunming, Yunman Provincs, Ching was a vary impdrant oocaasion
Wulhwndammmmmmammmmummﬂum Tl studios
presarited holr own worka. Many Thal siudios seholars and students from Assam, Indéa,
Viatam, Laos, and Mysnmar stso jeined (hp conference.

A guvarnmental orgamiztion which plays a blg par in peomoling and suppoing
i udy of the Tai peoples s the Office of Nabiona! Cultiure Cammitton, Ministry of
Education, Associale Professor Or, Chatthip Narsuptea who was sppaintod as the head
of the Tal Cillure Studins Project has hald an intrmational conterence on the State of Tid
Cullure: Stuckics aned (s Theorstical Approachios In 1083, Tal soholars arund fhn workd
worn inviled Lo present. thele ideas and Informalion on the siato of Tl studies and i
propose or lo suggest he appropriate thogrelical approsches ™.

As the haad of the project, Chatthip supporisd 8 sedes of confdronce on Tal
studiesin the following universities:

1. ALChlangmal University, 5 confarence on the study of e histery, sociefy,

and cullure of the Shans, Shan scholars from Myanmar were invitet o e
conference

* Mes! pcars prosanted st i ermSonsl confésance are neprined i Boorpie s Sman (2535
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2. AL Siipakom University, an academic confersnce on Tal Aliom was held.
Scholars from Assam and Ching werp inviiad to present papers:

3. AlThamenasart Unkarsity, 3 conferance an Sip Sang Cho T

4, Al Chulalongrom Universily, & semingr an fa Dehang Taf was held.  Ted

scholars from Dehang, Thina werg itvited. |
5. Chisngmai Unrorsily sgein hosted 5 conference on fail Lus aing Thes
Adaplation in the Changing Cumant. Prot. Chao Mom Kham Lue, Prot.
Huang Ml Kum, and Prof. Charles F, Keyes wite nvited,

B Al Mahasarshhiam Unkersity, & seminar on Tar Stodios: Leolens ang
Zhuang was hiskd.

Thare are two inaresting arlicles in this pariod that heve an imponant impect on
the future trends of Tal studies. One s *Probilérms and Malhedology of the Tal History*
by Dr. Anan Ganjanapan {1888), Tha offior Is "Thearstical Approach fo o Sidy of Tad
Cufiuen Preject” by Associale Protessar Chilihip Nertsupha (1095), Thess two pipens
hias induced tha new pesdigm 10 Tal studles. This period can then be reganded as the
ransiion period of Tar studies.

THE CHANGING THEORIES OR PERSPECTIVES OF TA! STUDIES

In this soclion, we divide tha porspeclives or theories usad I Tel studies into 3
theoretical points of view, nemety, ihe conventiohsl Tal studies, the anihropologicat Ta
stucies, and Ihe community cullural Tal studies,

1) The Conventional Tal Studies

Tal studies from the beginming in fhe 19fh cemury can be classifed 25 Ibe
cormventional ona; Tho approach differs from others: in soveral respects: First, it sims 10
describe ways of e, cultures, beflefs, etc, of the Tal peoples fom persanal sxpenance
point of view, The writers act fke obsarvers, write what thay see, how they feel, or what
thaie Impression is, This type of wiiling |s widély used even nowadays, and il is called
the descriptive eltmograghy.

In the past, Thal scholers who entered the fisld of Tst stdies simed to compare
diffierences and similarities of ThaiTal cullures and socistes o hulfl ineir culiosity, snd 10
trace for answer ar explenation from this Tai knowledge or information. For Instance, in
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the work of Banchob, and Professor Dr. Prasert Na Nagra (2538)". both would ss ihe
Tai Eanguages and literstore o explain oid words, phrases in Thal insgtiptions of
Sukhottial, or old filsrstre of gardy Ayuthaya, Besioes, the Abom Buranji, or various
chronicias of the Tai stetes could shad light on the siudy of anciant Thai society.

Since thi |ravelimg scross the nation-stale boundarnics 1o visit Tai communities
was almost quila impossibie snd no ane was encouraped to do so, to get the mlormadion
of Tal siudies was then dena through westem documents, books, and artiolos. By
dapanding on wosiam matesisls and paint of view, the T cultures written soomed to be
poweriass, nof-dynamic, and very distant from e Thal cubies in Thalland,

Language wat siways he main crilerion for cizssiication of elhnic growps
because language wes viewod o4 the unique charscisdstic of each ethnit group,
without fanguage woula resull i 1he loss of e oINNK iderntity.

Qne of ihe most important issue of conventional Tal stucies was thae quastion of
W homakind and the ongin of thie Tei. |t was pssumed Bt those Tal in tha podpheny
tid older culturo and shilf kep! the ordginal identiy of Tal cutture.

2) Anthropologieal Tal Studies

Tha spread of anthropelogics! ressarsh n Thalsnd In he past tree decados
ahtected Tal slucies from the vary stat. This typo of ressarch aimod (o siudy the social
struetune of Thai rursl community, minodtied, the lowisnd sad the highland, 0 the norh of
Thadand, Reseachors went to tha targel village community tn closely abserve and
paficipale in vilage acivibes. The aim was 16 Iry t uhderstand the: maaning, strugturs
or sysiem belind thoso stiivities antd bohavigrs, lo ses what the ideclogy of the village
5, and how it influanced on ways of e, (hinking end community, The stidy was mainiy
tocussed on intigencus. beiisfs, riyals, socisl behavios, socisl onganizalion, and
retafionships hotween the stte and Iha village community.

This approach differsd almest totally from the previcus one.  Sirating from e
besic assumplion (hat there was no such thing as “pure”™ culture; or n ofher words, the
“pure Tai", since ways of Fe, cullum, bellsls, sic., were always ailter bamowad o
changed., o mixed willi other sthnic groups. The study of the Tai ethriic gmup Had 1o be

* Sem sen, Boonyong (25
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dona with Ihe concept that the T=i live among many-einic groups ofhar than Tai, and
had barrowed thier neighboring cuifures, beliefs, ways of fits, . 2i=. To understand the
T sooisty and culure. Ihe geograptical, polifical, socksl and cultiral conlexts were 15
be lsken Nt accoun| Such perspecive could boe ceen In He works of Ansn
Ganmanapan, Suthep Suninomphasal, Michasl Moeman, Chares Fo Keyes, Gehsn
Wilsyewsrtene, Shigehan Tansbe, and George Condominas. amorig others.

Sdgak Vallibhodom, a Thal archeslogist once bluntly stated Thal he never
bebeved that the Thal people In Thailand ware from the same ancestors who wem
genarailly assumad K8l iy were from the: south of China.  Ho further stated that tha
nncestars of the presont day Thal were from many ellnic prous, & consaquence of the
mix among) racas, and thalr hometand could not Be pinpointsd”

i fact, Edmund Leach had done some research on the adaptation of The Shans
and the Kaohing in the 50°s in Burma confiming that e change of olhniclly was
possible and had happened in the casa of the Shang and the Kechins. This also led 1o
the questions of "who an: the Lie?." “who are the Tal" by Moaman, Koayes (2538), and
omers, and ofler Quostions i

Wih no Interest in ihe onigin or homaland of the Tal, this approach focussad on
the devolopmont of the sockety in ordor 10 see snd undarstand the assimilation,
bormwing, adaplalion processes of the targe! soclly and Yo see how Dowar was
excervised and changidd hands, or the strongth or power hal pushed tho community
forward. [he sludy was done ihrough the study of ituals, lores. atfitions, convontions,
@l waays of life in order to understand the process, the thinking and the existence end
changes of all thosa cullsres in ihe past and now. To understand this, the study was
then i be doni from the point of view of villigers, the ownees of the cullure snd socioty
This was also able lo by done throogh the analyties! study of oral history, Ghronichss,
legends and myths.

Two arfigles which suggested tha anthropological framework te Tai shudies
belonged 10 Anan Ganjapan [1988) and (1995) "Problems end Methodology i the
Study of Tal History,” and the Siate of Rosearch on the Shens: Thier Sociel snd

¥ B (1534 and Nidni s
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Culturs! Development™ respectively,  Anan proposed heersiical spproaches 1o Tei
studies a5 follows: |

The first approach was that || Trﬁﬂmﬁnﬂyhmﬂﬂdhﬂﬂlﬁmm
amalgemation of cullures. The Tai live among various different sthric Froups,; Domiwing,
amalgamating, adaping, of neighbaring were nol uncommeon. Ansn sald that the Idga of
race had (6. be thrown awsy, and facussed miore on the shedy of cullure, This. he
ingedted, would allowed more academics lvom diffaront fields 1o lake parl, and woulo
open Ihe new dimension in Tal swdies.

Tho second ofie wis fhal we could sludy history from rtuals, and haliels by
looking &t Indigencus beliefs, legends, chronicles in order 1o understant! ihoir thinking,
changing process of ihe socioly becauss baliols and ritusis wers (he baslz ideology of
the socity W bond peoplo ogether io sot up poliical organization of somo sont, This
wias rogandyd s the diving force of the gomimunity el mads ihe Wage el and
davalop from thon o now.

The third wary 10 Tie studies was: the study of the hisiory of the development o
the soclaly, Anan pesered mal (g was g very imporant point bocause || was he
Taart” of hir stuy that hetped understand the social driving forces which hist compla
snd sangng daviloprhent.

Anan conclutded that 1o sty the Tal history, cooperalion among acadermics
from differant Nolds wers needed, and the approach had to be mullicissiplinary =o thal
the complex issuns of Tal socisty which had besn dovsloping for thousand of years
could b tackied pificiantly. The study must mol be only for e body of knowiedge, but i
shouid aiso be alie to see tho trend of the soiety In the fulime.

3) The Community Cushural Tal Studiea

The communily cullure epproach wae normally used In the GOty
development program, it simed (o understand the community, and ahowsd: the
communily i take part in developing its own communlty. The idea of this approach was
o emphasize the imponance of communily participation, communily independence,
seffsufficient pconomy, genemsily, mutusl heip, efc. This could be regarded as
consaquences of siate invasion, wiong development plan and sction, and the capiialis|
expiaitation which is now widaly spread,




50 The Siate of Thai Studiss: A Crilical Survey

Having seen from his ownt study on the econamic history of villages fhat this.

type of cultural study has not been done systematically, ang impressed with villagers'
ways af [ife, cuiture, Chatthip Nam=zupha began his work on ihe cuttural history of vilage
communily. He amivod st s conciusion Mat he history of the shidy of Thei cullure was
mEnly witien about court, or siate cullure, but not commoners’ one, I the commonass
culture was soriously stutfiee, # would lead 10 the understanding of the driving foree ana
power of cullure which could be brought o guido the country developmani,

Chatthip viewed et the ity society hed been mfluenced by westsm culture,
ceusing changes of Thal culters, The upper class and middie class culture had much
changed, rétaining loss Thal, snd becamo & hybdd cultere.  Tha roal Thal culturs,
however, =il axlstod bul In vilages, or vilage community in M form of indigoous
culfure, o cammunily cuffure. The study of village or cammunity, In other winds, was
ther study of the root of Thi cullure, Whian jaoking bisck 1o the Thal social history, | could
be seen that Thai villages a0l maintained @ lol of origing Thal cutture,  Chaithip was
further assured having met Tal Ahom scholars from Assam al e 18l Inlemalipnal
Conference on Thail Swdis in Dehd, india, and from e g 10 Assam "™

A futher study on e Tal Ahom kingdom from its nec ta its il led Chatthip to the
whoa Mal i order to implermoent Me community oullure concepl to develop Thailand, the
study of the ofgin of the Tal culture had o be camed oul, and'this could bo dooe by
gaing o study Tl communities outside Thalland, whers (hey sl preserved Indiganous
cutturp, tradiflony and comvenfions Tha more we underntood Tal cullures in vanous
arsas, the more we would undarsténd our cullure, the mom we wrpled also apprecated
Tai iluais, and coramonies. Some of Tal cullures had been frazen in the foms of locsl
history, legend, chrenicles, ein., we were o conduct anslyiicsl study of these wrilien
matarials and menischpts in andar 19 understand those “frazen” cullures, and some of
tham could ba revived lor the beneft of developing the country,

Froam iha study of Tal Abom. Chaithip pointad out 3 imporisnt sspects as foliows:

Fesl The Tei Ahom did nol maka much contect with ciher Tai groups: Tar quile
same fme, witten matenals ware pralty much old; probatly older than other Tals. The

 See Anar 2559 for celais.
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Study of Tei Ahom's society and cullure would ansbies us o ttace Bank to the root and the
formation of Tal society and culiure.

Seoond; The Tal Ahom kingdom would be ong of the biggest Tai kingdesn
vesides Ayulhaya. The kingdom lasted for 600 years. thedstors, thore wers 2 ot of
written mdlanals, ancien siles, ntuals, religious places whan the kingdom Nourshed. Al
thase willtan materisis wate invaluabli, 2nd (he treasare of knpwisdga of ancient Tai
saciily @nd cullure.

Al the third one was that the Tal Ahom and ofher Tal athnle grougrs In Assam
were now serlously stratng to team aboul iheir own history and language. Lingustic
ond historicul research was nol only scademically mesninghd, bul slsa was the
loundation of niw Ted society and cullurg for oll the Tal bving there,

When worked with the Office of Natloaal Culues Commiltae as the hend of the
Tt Culture Studies Project. Chalihip explained tha value of e profoct s follows:

Fisrl, this. project wae of thooratical villue in conducting & comparaiive study
Tai cullurms in various aroas i ocder 10 understand the odginml gonsral Ta) identiex and
the particubar identity of asch Tm affnic group.

Second, the study would enable us.10 have & betier understanding of naral Thal
culture, whidh was simiiar o Ta: colures oulside Thadeng,

Third, the Tal culture studies was meaninghul to mml development and the
devaiopmant of the couniry with ihe community culture approach since the study of Tes
heslory af each Tal group could lead us o find the origin and identity of anciam Tas
cultura, and I revived, this weldd halp improve the consciousness. and ethnic idenisty,
and would be the driving farce which would move Thal viltagsts (o 8 baller quality of iife.

Fourh, the project was meaningful for the existence, revival, and dovelopment of
Tai culturs in the futune, especiaily for the Tal who ane minorBes, wharo Ihe-exisience of
Tat sullure is e heart of cooperstiun, solidarity, to Sgh against exploitabon, and Io
maintain heir cullural snd poliical indapendonce for a certain extenl.  Upon nowing
hai there gre flounshing Tal cullures: In' some. place would spiritually heip tham 1o
mantzin their own cultumal identity.

Experience in socio-sconomic tistory research had led Chatthip to & view that
Thal siudies in the past was dona from thie point of view of e rufing class; of aisiocrsts,
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and of Dureaucracy. |he siudy from the commonars’ point of view started aftsr fhe
Dctober, 14, 1573 Studants’ Updsing. This peniod can be regarded as e study of he
real Thai society sinco the study focusses on villages. communitias al thg majorifies ln
oruer [ Creals the so-calied “communily culture™.

Chtthip sees tivt the future of Thal studies would be in e fing of what ke calls

e Culiwsl History School” which assumes that Thatand has o incorparste Ihe
progressam parl of wond culures tn ihe mots of Tai cullons.  Two ways for the fure
development  following te Cullural History Schonl of Thought should be (Cratihip
1881 2612T0;

"1 In ordar o sirengihen the community culturs ad sdd 1o lis dynamisa,
westem cullure should be adted ond Instilied desply in Thal cullure,
Bspacially. pans concerning fchrglogy Bnd liserty, Thal scholars
should swely & hestory of e process of Industiafization and
democralic tansformation of Westomn Europe, the United Siates, and
Japan In order o understand (hese key procossss. Than we will b
nblg 1 adapl and momsles those progressive parts of Wostam
technology, social mssiutions and cullure for Me purpose of Thai
divaloprrent

2) Wa have to search i malm of the mind, toaling and morlity of Tal
communities, Al this stage, we should consider Tal communiting
butside Thaitand--Ta Ahorn, Shan, LU, Leg, Black Tal, While Tal, and
Zhuang—which have preserved much  ancient Tl cultvre In
manusehpts, fiusis and evaryday life, The aim 8 lo ssarch for the
basic élemanis of the formmation of the Tal societies and cultures such
a5 love for freedom. dnd-haariedness, and 2 wilimgness (o halp other
peaple; the imporance of the nstitution of the family and of the vilags
pommumity, eic. These archatypes of T8 culture. once rediscoverad,
can be revivod and uiilized to-support the strength of the spint-of the
community.”

This community culturs approach differs in various respects from the previous

two spproaches. The sime snd idsoiogy are quite dfferent, and even the methodology.




This approgch ussg historfical, and hisolical-comparative mathod, holistic stwdy of
cullure, and transformabonal process.  Besidas wrifien matenals, this approach
mﬂﬂuﬂmﬁmhaﬂmﬂiﬁmganhusﬂcﬁmmmﬂmﬁﬂg research and
writing halr Gwn history so that they understand their swn culiung and thelr own sthnic
loeolegy. Since I Is 3 histoncal and comparative maihod, cooperation from various
indigonqus scholars—Los, Shan, Black Tal, Ahom. elc. ame npeded. Al have o b=
helging hands n teveloping the Tal cullure and can thus maintain their own culluses
aven thaugh they are minontiss.

One of the main difersnces which 18 quits crecial |5 that the community culture
approsch belioves that the reot of Tai Gullure could be found having siudiad and
compared varous Tal oultures

A COMPARATIVE TAl SOCIETIES AND CULTURES: A CHALLENGING FUTURE

The fall of Soviel Union, the end of the cold war, and the spropt of the word
acanomy reyuling the globization process recantly hewe made if passitile for scholars
of Tud-stucties 10 curry on thair projects i mgions whers the Tai Iva. All courtries i
mainiant Soulhesst Axis are opening doors for Mok naghbors (0 visit and Imast
Intigencus cullures are used 1o attract tounsls, investors, ele.  Acadamic booperation
among instiulions of highor education am supported by govemmant of each country.
This mever happans Detors b the past

Infrastiugiunes heve boon conlnicted reconlly, Airports, highways, slectncity
gensmiors, piots, sic. ore bulll o facillate Industry, feciories, and (ourst fndustry,
Vithin an hour by simplane; the destination could be reached in the near futurs
Chiangiung, Chiangrung, Muang Man, Muang Thaeng, Luang Prebang, for Instance, all
inese Tal cliis ard close Bnd connected to each oliver by modem echnology.

This., in turm, will halp the comparative sudy of Tal sociaties and cultures. Ta
schniars: siill conduct their ressarch on Tal ﬁhﬁeshmm.ﬁlﬂhﬂvﬂ heir pwn
Tal sludies centre:  And gl e same bme, they have chances W exchange their
niprmation with othar Tai scholers in ofher countries vis modem technology, The modesn
compareiive study will focos on the eseach and study done by indigenous scholars.
ingigentus manuscrpts wil be read and studied in ordsr 1o understand Tal socielies
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and cullures. b will be the study from the awareness of fie owners of tho Cullirs for the

Zake ot oir own cofture and communily development, The community will be proud of
its. own history and cufturs, 8nd can be'able to mainizin @ el ideritity, and 1o be
cufiirsly mdependent.

The study does not pramote the Pan-TsilThal ideslegy. In contrasl, tha Sty
encourage e Tal culluesi networks emang varous Tai groups in fhe amas; stranihaning
thesr commnlly 8nd culteny snd mutual help, Esch community should undssstand
Tmemsabves, theirhistory. Thesy would not be forced fo accept other cullurss,

This ago can be considered as the ago of comparstive study of Tal sooleties sno
cullires.  The siudy will not focus enly an Tal Mistory, socmtios, and cullures in Ta
menuscnpls, logerids, Iobales, etc., but Indiganous scholars who know Burmess,
Assamese, Chingse, Visnamess, sle. can be o lot of halp is conducting resamsrch by
using olher languages’ minuscrpts, Lo, state's official language. This would ronder
maork insight of the Tail history. saisty and culture from information or aaurces weitlen by
non+Ta scholars in different panods.

A big oblaches 1o Tel studies has been he languags, spoken and wiillen, of sach
Tii group, and the languages of Ma ration-skates 1o which thess Tal groups balong, The
ceoparation and parlicipation of Tal scholars of various Tei groups will sulomaticatly
subvet Mha problem, Theomdical fremework can be shared, exchanged, and leamed from
each othor, Tha comparaihe sty then could ba donn efficently.

It seams thal the real comparmtive Tal stuclies is now starfing, and spraading into
various academic flalds. ndigencus manustripts, on histary, traditions, and all other
aspects of Tai cultures and societies am balng collecied and studios. Tha troe sge of
Tai studfes, a comparative Tl stnfies In particular, just now begins,

IMPACTS OF TAI STUDIES ON THAI STUDIES

Modam lechnolegy has shrunk the vast aress of Tal sollements ifito & small
worlil. Thel studies fias not besn the same as before. The world economy, The regional
ecgnomic cooperation in Asia and Southoast Asia has tumed Thai studies into & new

phase. Tl studies has becoma the cennecting point, good will sach country would fike

Io express. Tai qultures gre part of tourist atiractions that drsws investors and toursis o
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mese countnes.  Thal studiss has included the stdy of =l Tai ethnic groups in he
roGion,

Tai studies heips strengihen indigenous cutlres n various’ regions upon
i=ariing the existence of other Tai culturgs. This, in lwm, will help tha Tai communitios to
Geveiop tair own Cullures and communities will setunderstanding and self-awareness
ol their fong history

To understand Thaitand andg Thal socisty and cutture, Toi sludiss will ba cougad
i providing. apswers about oitmic identity, ool of Tai Cullures, development and
transhormation of Tal cultures and socloties. An insight of Tal nistory, sociaty snd culiume
will help understand our own ruml culture, which would jead 10 heve o Belier
dvalopmaont plan,

Davélopment of the future fam o sotisly, state would play loss mle, bl e
commimity, and local govanmment would become more mportant, pliy mone impansn
ia in cietermining the futum of thele mwn cammundy, sociaty and collure, Al Tal
Communites In the mgion would increasingly play more active and sggressive roles In
poliics and sconomy.

As @ consequence. Thai studies will have 1o Drosden s SO o cover gl
regrans oulside Thailand and Tal sdcimtios and culures, laside sod outside Thatand
This will bo-a vast culiurel Bress of e Tai sand othor athnic groups that will have mon
internciions among each offers. Thal sludies is.not then lmited within poltca o nation-
sfata borders, but will bi expand 1o he culturs! bordars.

TAI STUDIES IN THE FUTURE

Mevements of local culturg studies, changos in poliics and sconomy of naton-
slaieamnmmmnﬂﬁuummmwﬂn.ﬂmsnmdmmm,mﬂm
t=chnalogy, all make Tal sludies more interesiing than ever.  This will resull In the
mereasing roles of iocal communiies, and cullures. Tal gludies will be ang of e
central, crucial issues of ihe region thal links these nation-states togother beside
econoniic cooparalion.

Indigenous schotars will piay mare role | the study and research of Tai sociotiss
and cultures, Indigenous information on history, sociely, culture of e Tal will be shared
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among Tai communifizs. including Thaltand, Analyical sludy may stll be in the hends of
ECacamics in instlutions of higher sducation, bul lsier will be transiered o those
mithgenous scholars. Cooperetion amongs Tei scholzrs in the region will sharmply
increase. This may lead 10 fe foundstion of the Tal Stidiss center in Thafland and in
other countries. Join| research projacts will glso incregss.

Two thaoratical approaches will be widsly praciced, mat 1, the anthropological
#nad cormmunily cullore epproaches dince those spproachas aflow scholars: and
reszarchars to go 10 Tal communities to study all cullure! avents, bakaviors, boliots, atc.
And mare Imporianily, ihess 2pprasches focus.on the insight, and from the community's
point of view, Rusults of ihe stucdy and reseurch will b mons missmingful 0 hat they wil
be used in commuiily devalopmant,

CONCLUSION

T studdlas In the last twee decodes has changed from westom scholars 1o the
handd of Thal scholars, from “oulsiders” who arm interested in Tal studies 1 "nsidars®
wha i Indigenous scholars themsehvos. These "insiders® will be encoumped 16 play
more sggressive ol is the shedy of thelr own society and cullore with soll-awarmness,
consciausness wilh difinile goals, at |s, 1 prosarde, 16 support, and to rmvive heir own
Cutture, 2nd 1o davelop their own community and culiurs.

Tal sludips which siaded fom ono's own interest andl  curosity, with
monodisciplinary approach, from obsarver's paint-of view, kas later trmnstormed 1o the
imierest and benalil of Tai communily, from the community's or vllagers' polnl of view,
and with. mullidisciphinary approach or holistic viow.  Ulimately, s the study of the
communily In order lo undersstand Ihe communily and lo benefil the commussity
Hwmsalves,

Sotial, economic, and poliical changes In the lsst hree decades givia rise 1o the
change of perpectives, theorelcal framewarks, mehotology, end objaclives of Ta
stodies. Modem technology hefp support and very much faciitate the study.

It is & good sign that - recant political, economic and social changes have very
positive Impacts on Tai studies. The vast arss becomes small by modem technology.
The siudy and mesearch can be doss somss nations! boundanss . Arstoorats’ paint of
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vigw have been changed fo commoners’ one, and then the study has been dofe from
obsgrvers ot oulsiders schofars, bul now insiders o indigenniis scholars ars
encouraged and supported to do the study of their own community,

All thesa changes wall nol aniy haip promuoie good relaions -and undersianding
Emang varous Tai communifies, but also help davelop thew own socielies, cullyres and
commambies. Knawing, undersianding and being proud ons's own history, cullure and
society will ba e best protacion from the fall of ane's oW SOy,
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AMONG DRAGONS, GEESE AND TIGERS:
THE THAI ECONOMY IN GLOBAL AND LOCAL PERSPECTIVE

Pasuk PHONGPAICHT

Frm 1960 unll the Asian economic orisls In 1597 o Thal economy  rankea
amang N fasiest growing in the wordd, As 8 resull, study of the Thal OEDNMY 15 No
longer u Incal proserve. Thalland i now par of the global dobats on the naturo of
economic change, and paricutany on the dynsmics of Asan econamia prowth. Thia
cabete hos beon populsted with mnimals, both mythicel and real, Japan hes besn
Pctured as Ihe laader of o Mght of geess. South Kosea, Tawan, Singapore and Hoog
Kong worn dubbed as the Four Dagons or Aslan Tigers. In the eady 10908 Thaitand
dong wiih Indonesia end Malaysia wir sometimes calied the it dragons o
hjorcubs

This paper discusses spprosches o the Thal econamy durngthe soonamic
Boom years of the 16808 o 1565, These approaches cover a broad spachnm, with both
locel and intemalional porspechves. The first pan of the paper oulines: he on-going
global debate on the dynamics of Aslan pconomic growth, especlally the sxchange
between (he Word Bank snd & group of economists at the UNGTAD, The second part
focuses on local approaches. e management approach of the Bank of Thalland: the
linerst nay-classicism of the Thai Development Resesrch lnstitute (TDRIY; the Instifutional
approach antong economists In Thai universifies; the pofifical ecanomy view at
Chugslongkom  Universily, snd new  appreaches smeomg Thal  non-govermment
orgamisations (NGOs).

Tasun Prongpaichil, Associzte Professtr. Faculty of Esensmiies, Chidalongiom Universey.
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