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Abstract

Immigrant—Workers from Neighbouring Countries

Institute for Population and Social Research,
Mahidol University

by Kusol Soonthorndhada

and Umaporn Pataravanich

The purpose of this research vamer is to study the process of
immigration and employment, including the consequences of immigrant
workers entering to Thailand on Thai workers, people and society. The survey
was conducted in scheduled interviews over the last four month in 1996. Data
was obtained by interviewing from a total of 337 immigrant workers and 330
Thai workers working in six economic sectors, including 410 Thai people living
in many provinces along the border and inner provinces with high concentration
of immigrant workers. Indept interview of government officers, private
interprenuers and the Chamber of Commerce in both local and national level
were also done (in order) to study the attitude and practice of these
stakeholders on the policies and measures issued by the former and recent
government for managing of illegal immigrant workers.

The study revealed that economic reasons for immigration to Thailand
predominated about three-fourth more than other reasons. Only two ethnic
minority groups in Myanmar, Karen and Thai-Yai, also migrated by political
reasons and intended not to go back to their home country. More than three-
fourth of these immigrants received assistance from family members and friends
for entering to Thailand and looking for a job. More than two-third was
working as unskilled labour in agriculture, fishery, construction and industrial
sector. Proportion of immigrants who worked as daily or monthly wage
workers were equal (40%). In contrast to Thai workers, immigrant workers
get only half of that Thai workers given a similar work place. Many of them
were tllegal immugrant workers so they were easily exploited by the employers
and government officers. On the other hand, these iliegal migrant workers
were negatively affected on general unskilled Thai workers in terms of
competing to get job and stressing the wage rate. Moreover, the increasing of
budget for eradication some communication diseases which came with these
alien workers, and assistant of alien patients were the big burden of Thai government.

Data from indept interview gave more information that the influx of
immigrant workers from neighbouring countries were due to the shortage of
unskilled labour in fishery industry, rubber plantation and mining industnies as
well as shortage of house workers, including the increasing of cheap labour
demand in more economic sectors. Another possible explanation for the
anticipated rise in alien workers was the many exemption orders from the
resolution of the Council of Ministers that allowed illegal workers from
neigbouring countries to get work permits for a period of two years when their
employee brought them to register. These made many confusions with the
government officers who practiced along the policies and measures. While the
protection measured to interming Thailand were not effective. Many
suggestions drowned from this study were done improving government policies
and measures on managing the immigrant workers.
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3.1 WUIAMLTINEQUAASIAUMSTSAUTRILSIUTUTIRA
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- 1 '
noeinistinetiu (Castles, 1994) 1éiur

[ d " J
3.1.1  VIAUZIAEITUARENIWN NF UL ATHF TNV ENN R NIATHFAINAT

ARIRAAINN (the neo-classical economic equilibrium perspective) G
. - - J * and el 4
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Arnold, 1987, Facett, 1989 f141u Castles, 1994)
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meTulad  uasBvinwanednuimunsm  niefeduienielu (A INTuLNg e
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mnalsenn viavinemiudfieguan evinliinmafinefutesnsdiuue gl

- P | o
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AUT 2 HARATNNUATHANTIENLITESUWINIUANTA Tnﬂ-iiaqa'ludquﬁuﬂn
fiu 2 fautendui TelunumnasseuniumuAndiutaafinsdulussesdu
(consequences) UAEHANTENY (impact) AARTWluTEEzA RLNGTY Tauafifinaan
nauslusrseurasusinaAdaniu Fasunumndaiusanginddnfe
uﬂmu't'nﬂLtazt.l'rm'\-nu'lnﬂﬁm‘i'luﬁuﬁﬁﬁLqua'\uvi'\emﬁl.'i:"\'lﬂw"wmmn fwmfu
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dn 3 monRndursad i imefgussienmditideuliine  uazanmmas
e lunrdaudulviinanldusserusingsi Tnuazinuedaysifieniudowanas
vmuasuuss  wlsursuasmmnmafglunasudinlguinaraauesunrsnu
muFanameafniu AUNUATIUAR  CIANAULATANALLIITUFNS TR IBIULINENUY
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unzTINMIIMTRIusTINamaiieg) Turuzianinaresanaunuadelv  AldFu
sanUsznaiithadaidey  asdusnzsduldianisufsuuserinfenlutiudu
vedae  lurzuzenantrfradiuersanitligieiedtufuntsfiennsrsudnalssins
HascTiunsiomufuiusviassegiia aonfuntfpuuasniniies saaendnend
yamusrruuasidaTineenuizmafiieades



20 mzvwmifassnuiaunaiidnasuiduiioassnnunduvoamniguazienvuitinaadas

uHuUAMT 1 nssumpaNuAclumsAnEIS98

- =4 -
dau® 1. nezuruMTTTIMTIAINMIIULAS NI

NFEUUNITEIUDULE (DDIRIIURNT )

nEEUTUMTTRTI Anmu Bsudrufuussrdlven

- fuFunienBemAnidoun

- taduivuanndun

S iduvdlunandun

. pasasuAyusazitetuiinga

H - . -
- ANAY laNaTeguasTiaduinuun

- Urzimanasfidnaniaew srumias
- wigiwAwaumineu

- rwlRuncafadinag

- Aldsuunc@Budandu

- Tgyvin1sduduTdnnaznanineu

* Faunsrsvussianuswslummsianalin maEsmhi
USRS RINNLIIDALFIMSN A

daun 2 saRuiilnsunsuanrznuteusraIusieTn

uaiusﬂm {Consequences)
rruAsdrasnsulivouss il
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W# (P = .35731)
e 575 324 101 100.0 207
VI 65.1 25.4 95 100.0 126
I 60.4 29.7 9.9 100.0 333
01y (P =.37337)
19 71 uagennin 61.4 253 133 100.0 83
20-29 1) 62.4 280 - 986 100.0 157
30 U wargemin 55.4 37.0 76 100.0 92
L 60.2 208 9.9 100.0 332
AuRAL 248 27.1 24.9 25.5
SOIUMWENSH (P = .00028)
Tae 65.7 20.4 13.9 100.0 137
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uekdmfuauine 27.3 63.6 33 100.0 11
W/ ven 78.9 5.3 5.7 100.0 19
N 60.4 29.7 2.9 100.0 333
Jora (P =.00044)
wad 66.2 16.2 176 100.0 68
Nary 67.7 200 123 100.0 65
nestvg 541 39.4 64 100.0 109
nTMATB a7 52.8 5.6 100.0 36
fun (Bu vuda s Buaww) 69.1 236 7.3 1000 . ~ 55
Lt Y 604 29.7 2.9 100.0 333

ATIEIN TR UM awam Iny (P = .07195)

Lildiae 71.4 10.7 17.9 1000 28
o ldfiowian 67.0 247 8.2 100.0 g7
yalduna 58.6 34.2 7.2 100.0 111
yaldd 52.6 35.8 116 100.0 95

T3 60.4 29.9 ' 9.7 100.0 33
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24 #3lus uasioun 63.6 264 100 100.0 140
25-36 210 62.1 273 108 100.0 66
annn 36 Fl 58.6 31.9 9.5 100.0 116
et 61.5 28.6 9.9 100.0 ‘ 322

Auade 36.9 456 39.8 39.7
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