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Executive Summary

Research Title  State of Tai Studies: The Case of Ethnogenesis and Cultural

Exchange
Researcher Anan GANJANAPAN Ph.D.

Department of Sociology and Anthropology
Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang Mai University

Funding Thai Thailand Research Fund (TRF)

Objectives To assess and synthesize the overall trends in Tai studies through
concepts, theories and research methods to be used as a guideline
for the future research.

Research Methods 1) Classify research works by their conceptual frameworks

and research methods. '

2) Analyze and assess the state of research works by comparing
works done by local, western and Thai researchers.
3) Synthesize the overall trends of research works through their
debates, limitations and the future issues.
Duration June 1997-July 1998.
Research Results  Five schools of thoughts are found among the studies, covering
different conceptual frameworks, research methods and outcome especially on the
concept of ethnicity. They are; 1) The study of primordial ethnicity, 2) The study of
cultural exchange and influence, 3) The study of changing statuses of ethnicity, 4) The
study of ethnohistory of ethncgenesis. 5) The study of ethnic identity.

Up to the present, most research works opted for the first two schools of
thought rather than the last three. This trend clearly indicates the objectives of both
local and Thai research scholars in the search for the origin of common Tai cultural
character. But they are unable to explain cultural variations among Tai groups who
are mostly living side by side with other ethnic groups. This issuershould be
considered as the most important research question if the future development of Tai
groups will be explained.

Only western and a few Thai scholars took the last three school of thoughts as
their conceptual tools which stressed the cultural diversity and the dynamics of
ethnicity. They have offered a number of challenging concepts for Tai studies, i.e
ethnicity as changing social status, ethnogenesis, Tai-ization and the construction of
ethnic identity etc.

However, each individual school of thought cannot offer the complete
explanation for all questions, especially on the isssues of diversity and complexity of
relationships between Tai and other local ethnic groups who are living in the same
area. There are still many questions to be explained, for instances, what is the
direction of development and under what conditions the history of such relationships
take place. These questions require some kind of cooperation between various
schools of thought as well as a development of new concepts.

In order to synthesize and develop new concepts for future research, at least
three critical research methods are required:




1y Long-term and in-depth anthropological field research is needed together
with serious analytical and interdisciplinary studies of old manuscripts such as
Tamnan.

2) Critical formulations of research questions are required to challenge the
existing observations which are mostly based on descriptive knowledge.

3) Analysis should be both holistic and comparative in nature. The use of
social science concepts are also essential in synthezing the knowledge of dynamic
process.




