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Executive Summary

Research Project State of Knowledge on Pelitical Systems of the Tai

(28 1
5
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Supang Chantavanich g
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology

Faculty of Political Science, Clwhlonfknn University
|
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Vimala Siripongse
FPreelanoe neseancher

Source of Fumd
Thailand Ressarch Pund

Obiccti
To collect, analyze, inlerpret and synthesize the body of knowledge on Tai political

Rescarch questions fh
The following five resedarch questions set
(1)  What are existing significant studies on the Tai political sysiem?
(2) What are the concepiual methodological approaches used by
researchers 7
{2) Who are in the networks of scholars in various countries working on this
topic, their interest and inter-communication?
(4)  What are the characteristics of Tai political systems?
Are there any similarities and differences in the systems between various Tai groups?
(5) How comprehensive is the 1*&0!1’0]!1‘ with regards to reconstruction of
knowledge on the Tai political system. Which areas have been efficiently covered and
which need further study?
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Methodolegy
Three steps are used

1.1 Research reporis, s

and papers on Tai political systems
written in Thai, English, French and other | from libraries of the Institute of Thai
Studies, Chulalongkorn University; University, Siam Society, Sri Nakarinwirot
University, Chiangmai University, the library of the Cenire d* Anthropologie de la Chine
du Sud et de la Pininsule Indochinoise, National de la Rechearche Scientifique in
Paris and the private collections of Georges Condominas, Jacques Lemoine, Chatthip
Natsupa, Anan Kanchanaphan, Xia Yan- Ratianapom Setakul and other researchers’
collections were compiled. The total number of works is 78. '
1.2 The 78 collected documents were classified according to :
(1) their ethnic groups into 5 groups namely, documents on the political system of the
Ahom, of the Shan, the Lue, the Lao and the Black and While Tai (2) their language
sources (Thai, English, French and Chinese) {3) nationality of researchers (weslern,
Thai and Local Tai schelars ). :
2. Assessment of the state-of-the+arnt
2.1 Major pieces of work were assessed, screened and analyzed. Four
eriteria were sel for the screening process :
(1)  relevance and content validity of the rescarch work in terms

of political systems. |
(2)  soundess of concepts and methodology used in the work
(3)  depth of data
(4)  significance of
40 pieces of work out of T8 were selected by such criteria.

2.2  Sclected works were with regard to their conceptual and
methodological approaches used by nationality of scholars and by ethnic Tai groups.

2.3 Assess The owverall igm of those work was recconstructed,
while appraisal of their relevance and si to the research questions was made so
that the missing information can be identified.

3. Discussion i '
[uture studies. {1

Duration of Research 1 year (1 June 1877 + 31 May 1998)
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Rescarch Findings
(1) Collection of information
There are 78 picces of works conducted between 1820 and
1997 on the political systems of the Ahom, the Shan, the Lue, the Lao and the Black Tai
White Tai groups. The works are in published articles and unpublished research
papers. 40 picces of work have been selected using the 4 criteria. The rest of the work
are found to be too general and too vague the purpose of synthesizing the findings.
Among  selected pieces of work, 15 are in Thai, 16 in English, 8 in French and 1
in Chinese. When classified by nationality of 1 20 belong to foreign scholars,
20 to Thais and 8 to local Tai scholars. Wiﬂmmmmﬂﬁkmhdge

about the political system of the Ahom, 8 pi about the Shan, 7 about the Luc, 6
about the Lao, 6 about the black Tai and while Tai and 5 about diverse Tai groups as
shown in Table 1. mmmmMmMMmmmtmﬂum
Table 1 Document Classification
Tai Languages of Publication Reseachers” Nationality
English | French | Thai | Chinese |Foreign | Thai | Local Tai
Ahom 5 - 3 - 1 3
Shan 5 - 3 - 5 1
Lue 2 - 4 1 5 2 =
Lao 1 3 2 - 4 1 1
Black Tai - White | 1 2 3 - 3 2 1
Tai
Diverse tai groups 2 3 - - 4 1 -
Total 18 2] 15 1 22 10 B
Assessment of the state—of-the-art All the work assessed by the 4 criteria are

ely significant levels. It was found
ificant in their relevance and validity to

ranked into very significant, significant, and ma
that there are 21 pieces assessed to be very

the soundness of conceptual and
19 siginificant, and 6 moderately
significant in their analysis, 13 ame

approaches, 15 are very siginificant,
there are 15 pieces which are very
and 12 moderately significant. Finally,

18 pieces are very significant in terms of their findings, 16 pieces are significant, and &




:jﬁ |
significant by the four criteria. These waorks belong lo Western scholars (3 pieces) and
Thai scholars (3 pieces).

The following scale of assessment is shown in Table 2.

Table 2 assessment

criteria No.of Research N-.-rl Ne.of Research No.of Ressarch
with relevance | with -E: with depth of with

to remsarch of concepts analysis singnificance

level question and methods of findings

very significant 21 15 15 18
significant 14 19 13 16
moderately 5 5 12 6
 total 40 40 40 40

(2) Comparison of Sclecied works

Different frameworks and were used by researchers in Tai
Studies, Foreign researchers, mainly Wesiemners, were pioneers who started the exploration
6 political systems at the end of the 18th with political motivation. They usually
focused their interest in geography, resources, power groups, ethnicity and
problems arising from imternal politics; using the method of direct investigations in the

field. Thai researchers, on the other hand, were motivated partly by academic interests and
partly by curiosity about people who are the same ethnic group. Former Thai
rescarchers usually recorded information their short field trips. Mor recent
researchers can be divided into two strcams © one analyzing the Tai political systems in
order to link the past and the present; the other seeking the possible inter-relationships
between the Tai political systems and those of other neighboring states. Local Tai
researchers, the last group to start their search, contributed mainly through collecting and
editing local materials which were scarce and thus very valuable.

(3) , ; the 40 pieces of work are valuable in
contributing to the body of knowledge on the Tai political systems. By using different
frameworks and different methodological 5, they can answer the mesearch
questions. Il was found that there were few r s of scholars studying on this topic.
Early networks in the late 19th century those of English and French scholars who
came with expeditions but worked in English or French language groupings.
During 1960 - 1970, Western scholars to cooperate with local Tai researchers,
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having the latter as their assistants and i . Tt was only in the 1980s that Thai
scholars created a loosely-structured among themselves, after many decades of
individual work with no organized planning. | In the same decade, Western scholars and
Thai scholars started to inberact and i with one another. With regards to
commumication and publication, Western have the highest number of published
work at the international level; Thai scholars have their work published locally; and

the local Tai researchers rarely have publications due to their former subordinate role and
o language barriers. .
Summary and Reconstruction of Knewledge
The knowledge about the Tai political systems can be reconstructed as followed
(he Ban-Muangz Patlern of sovernmern Since the 6th Century the five Tai
groups seemed lo have a common patien of government in the village (Ban) and the
town (Muang) type. A group of bans oo d into a muang. The emergence of Tai's
Anachak (kingdom) did not take place until | the 6th or 8th Century. The Ban-Muang
pattern of government is typically Tai. The same system of Muang was used with
different titles. ~While the Ahom, Shan, Lue and Lao had developed their polity to the
level of anachak with a muang lwong as the capital of the kingdom; the black Tai - white

Tai have never gone beyond the muang ini as they have always been under the
sovereignily of neighbouring states.

Structure of Administration with the ion of the black Tai - white Tai, other
groups called their leaders kings with titkes such as Chao Fa (Ahom), Sac Fa

(Shan), Chao Phandin (Lue) and Phans or Phra Chao (Lao). In the 12th century, there
were hierarchies in the royal administration atlits highest level as in the following chart.




Under the king, the Tai administraters

1
. 3
had 2 - 3 high ranking officials, in charge

of our all administration. Next, there was an adisory council to the king comprised of 3 -

4 advisors. The positions of advisor was
prohibition of a member of the royal family

preserved for a non royal person.  The

the nobility becoming an advisor can be
seen a5 a balancing mechanism in the administrati

Social Stratification Two major classes exisied : the royal family and the
nobility on one hand and the people on the other. The Royal family and noblemen were
called Khun, Thao, Phraya, Phana or Chao, the commonners were called Thai Muang
(Lue), Paik (Ahom), Pai (Black tai-White tai), Pai (Lao). Al the muang
administration, both the nobility and were entitled to the use of land. But at
the anachak level, only nobility had the right to land use and the commonners served as
labours. There was also an inferior class of the servants called kha or khoi or pua or bao.
Prisoners of wars or those conguered by the belonged to this class. They were usually

indigenous Mon-Khmer speaking groups.
MMMELGMN_ILLW All Tai groups had a

traditional system of feudalism which determined their land allocations and the rights and
obligations of each person. The king possessed all the land in the kingdom but distributed
it to his administrators and people according to their rank and title. The land which would
be used for agricultural production had to | be rotaled among users to prevent land
monopoly. A piece of communal land would be preserved for collective benefit/usage and
for the sake of disadvantaged people with the labour sharing from the community.  Such
a system has been called as a iski i

Formation of Tai Stale We have no information about the political systems of
carly Tai states (which emerged in the 8th ~| Tth century apart from apart from the ban
and muang administration. There might have a shift from a chiefdom into a kingdom
when some chiets were more powerful than pther chiefs. However, the quality of the
kingdom is vague. Later, those kingdoms fall back to chiefdom stales again and
other muangs might emerge as a new ki . Distinct Tai kingdoms during the 12th
century were Anachak Abom, Anachsk Mao Luong (Shan), Anachak Sinpsong Panna
(Lue), and Anachsk Lan Chang (Lao). They declined at different times. Anschak
Sipsong Chu Thai of the black Tai - white Tai had a different quality since it was a
grouping or consolidation of 12 - 16 muang with no centralized power, no capital and no
king. It was thus a federation type political rather than a kingdom.

by some scholars.
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On [uiure rescarch areas
It was recommended that future on Tai political systems should include

the following topics @ (1) the legal systems major laws of the Tais, (2) political
systems of indigenous groups and their interrelationships with the Tais, (3) the linkages
between the Ban/ the muang with the muang keeng (capital) or the center of power and
the development of the monarchy institution, (4) the dating of Tai kingdoms and the
development of Tai states in the course of | history, and (5) the administration and

management of communal land for collective usage and for the disadvantaged people
among the Tais.

(1}  Priority should be given to research programs on Tai political systems
which cnable researchers to inferact and communicale in networks throuph email,
conference, fournal :tn.}mdgntnmu]{mimdhu:ﬁr planning of research arcas;
(2) scholars in Tai studies should be improved in their conceptual and methodological
approaches and their analytical skills especially Thai and local Tai scholars so that they can
publish their work inlemationally, (3) significknt findings about the Tai political systems
should be disseminated to relevant Thai governmental offices (e.g. Ministry of Interior and
Ministry of Foreign Affairs) for possible application of usage.
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