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Executive Summary

1.

The study on economic systems and ecological systems of the Tai peoples is part of the project

on the Review of the Status of Tai Studies, supported by the Thailand Research fund.

- The study sarts from the list of the Tai groups compiled by researctiers in the field s of linguistics

and anthropology.

. The Tai peoples are found in Thailand and neighbouring countries, namely China, Myanmar,

India and Vietnam.

The approach of the study is to focus on the relationship between the ecological system of the
Tai settlfements and the economic activities carried out in the settlements. Patterns of resource of
utilization and rules regarding access to resources and distribution of benefits are to be
investigated,

Three approaches have been used in the study: the Asiatic Mode of Production approach, the
ecological anthropology approach and the development economics approach. Each is
considered to provide an overarching explanation of the issues under study,

The methodology used for the study is to assess the approach against the data from which the
approach is derived. The development economic approach is an exception to this but is used

instead as a system of logic to provide a general for interpretation of the data presented.

. The first important finding is that the tal peoples show a preference foe settling in river valley

areas. The main economic activity is the planting of rice for food. The economy is geared to
provide subsistence, there is limited trade and manufacturing.

The main resource management system concerns the allecation of land holdings. Ownership of
land is vested in the community, and land is allocated t0 members of the community for use as
long as the membership stands. This system is found in general among the tai groups.

At the urban and state level, the head of state claims the right of ownership of all lands, The head
of state allocates iand to the people and officials. People pay tax in return for the right to use the
land, while officials are paid by the proceeds from the land holding. The head of state obtains

labour to work on his land.

10. Productivity of the land use is considered low, basically sufficient far subsistence and limited

trading and tax payment.

11. Technology used in the production of rice is simple, and based on locally avaitable resources.

12. The use of the ecosystem is closely integrated with production. There is low impact on the

ecosystem, due partly to the low level of production, and aiso to the low level of technology.

13. The expansion of production takes the form of replication of the pattern in new areas, rather than

the development of technology.



14. To explain the limited level of production, there are two alternative exptanations. One is the
cultural explanation, which puts emphasis on the people’s preference for the simple life. The
alternative . development economic explanation, considers the isolation of these communities to
the main constraint to trade and therefore the expansion of production. The isolation necessitates
a high degree of self-reliance, However, when communications improve, commercialization can
proceed rapidly.

15. Information of other aspects of ecosystems - such as water resources, forest, biodiversity, is
lacking.

16. The main iimitation of the study of this subject is that the subject matter is one that evolves
constantly. Empirical research can at best look at the present situation, but is of limited use in
explaining the process of evolution.

17. Recommendations for future studies are to encourage the study of tai groups outside Thailand,
for the reason that these groups are situated in a rapidly changing environment within their host
countries. The lack of documentation may cause the information about specifically tai practices
and ideas to be lost forever.

18. The subject of the study should focus on the use of various biological resources, such as herbal
medicinas, and other resources apart from those related to rice production, because these

subjects lack systematic studies.
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to continuously reproduce similar praclices among the same group of people, but can
manage to adapt effectively to environmental relations and to solve associated
problems...practical technology .. often takes an insfitutionalised form which defines
detailed technical procedures and social regulations for appropriate and sustainable
use of ..resources.. practical technology organises almost every practice in farming
both af the individual and collective levels, through bodily transmission and
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prescriptions.
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i |ndu GRL'R §o'lne Fodangy fiog uazdnnlszeng
1'ln azuandisald | Iny Thai Thailand ATANAN 20,000,000
2 an Lao L.aos 3,000,000
3 njﬂ Nyo northeastern Thailand, Laos 50,000
4 18 Yooi
5 NLIAY Kaloeng A2 25,000,000
6 ﬁ n Phu Tai southern Laos, northeastern Thailand 300,000
7 WA Phuan northern and central Laos, 96000:
central Thailand 75,000
8 num White Tai northwestern Vietnam 190,000
9 nsin Black Tai northwestern Victnam 500,000
10 nung Red Tai western central Vietnam 100,000
a17 25,000
11 11‘11&94 Tai Phoeng .lﬂﬂﬁ’ﬂyﬂ
12 Tl Tai Moei Lifideya
13 Ineu Tai Yuan northwestern Thailand 6,000,000
14 Ty Tai Khoen $997u 100,000
15 Inmad9/1n | Tai Luang/Tai Yai | lilidoya
Tvgy
16 Ininile Tai Nuea southwestern central Yunnan 250,000
17 s Tai Heu "ll.iflfl'ﬂlgh
18 tnds Tai Jang “lﬁ‘ﬁﬁ‘j’ﬂy.ﬂ
19 ea1w | Tai Eulai lifideya
20 ‘l"n'li]\! Tai Jung g 21
21 nn Tai Ya southeastern Yunnan 34,000
22 ng Tai Payi hififeya
23 ‘l‘n'?;a Tai Lue Chianghung, Sipsongphanna, Southern Yunnan
3,000,000
24 Inomu Tai Ahom northeasterﬁ India, extinct
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A [ndy MmN fo'ln Fasanqu fiag wazSmaszying
25 Inviun Tai Phake northeastern India, several thousands
26 ul"nfha Tai Khamti northern Burma, northeastern [ndia 70,000
27 Indin Tai kamyang northeastern India, nearly extinct
28 Tndwau Tai Ai Ton Jorhat, India scveral thousands
29 l'I»‘Iflia Tai Rong, Turung | Assam, northeastern India, nearly extinct
30 nfa Tai Khang Southwest Yunnan, 34,065
31 Innau Tai Kuan i, an
32 Tndn Tai Pao A, a1
33 "lﬂlﬂgﬂq Tai Yueang 'lu'ﬁ'ﬁmga
34 Tnnudy Tai Kaloep 'hiﬁi‘fmgn
35 'T.'I"IM Tai Mao western Yunnan
northern Shan State, Myanmar
RE) Shan Shan State, Burma
5B nang a4 Southern Zhuang | Guzngxi, Yunnan 4,000,000
36 q Thu litideya
37 W Tho northern Viemam
southwestern Guangxi 1,000,000
38 willaazey | MiTaiMata hifideya
39 nud Nong northeastern Vietnem
Southwestern Guangxi
Southeastern Yunnan 700,000
40 Y4 Nung § 39
41 nTa Tao Lo Tifideyn
42 Wortn [ TaiLaTai Mawn | ifideya
Wiay
43 11'113’1 Tai Nam i {l‘ﬂlilﬁ
44 Ao Phu Tai Nifldoya
45 Ay Phu Min hifideya
46 nau Caolan delta of northern Vietnam
Guangxi 77,000
47 mile $1amide Northern Zhuang 'wﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂl‘[ﬂ
48 1’,1‘16’ Pu Yai Guizhou Yunnan Vietnam 2,000,000
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49 {8 PuYi guuRTUBeN § 55
50 Y Ph Sha lifidoya
51 I Tai Maen Aninu
52 Jlaauln | PuToKonTo  |hifidoya
53 tiau Dioi aAnauns 5,000
54 ] iaon Saek southern Laos
northeastern Thailand 25,000
55 Elfd Nhang Northern Victnam
adjacent area in China 250,000
56| fir-qu Fur Dong/Kam ﬂuad"lmﬁ:uﬁ Guizhou Hunan Guangxi
Northern 907,560 Southern 1,480,750
57 yva1aind | MulaoMulam Guizhou 159,328
58 MUMUT | Maonan Guangxi 37,000
59 $1omiln Ai Mak Guizhou 10,000
60 Swew Ai Cham Guizhou 2,300
61 (] Shui Guizhou 345,993
62 L Ngao Foen hifideya
63 My Then Guizhou 20,000
64|nz'la aza Laha northwestern Vietnam 2,000
65 zﬂ'J‘I/‘lJ Laqua/Bu Biao northeastern Victnam 362
e
66 ﬂmm Bu Yang Yunnan 3,000
67 wonan | Gelao northern Guizhou, Guangxi, 437,997
northeastern Vietnam 6,700
68 ﬂz‘g Lachi Vietnam 7,863
69| aiuvi dnnuvan | Lakkja/Lakkia Guangxi 8,500
usU (fie
70 el Be/Ong Be Hainan Island Wifideya
71 nive'la Li/Hiai southern Hainan 747,000
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%’aynmn Ethnologue Catalog U84 SIL Website http:/www.sil.org

1-n-neiuanifodld-Tno-Thai

THAI{CENTRAL TAI, STANDARD THAI, THAIKLANG, SIAMESE) 20,000,000 to 25,000,000 in
Thaitang (1990 A. Diller}, including 400,000 Khorat (1984), 4,704,000 mother-tongue Thai speakers
who are ethnic Chinese, or 80% of the Chinese (1984); 14,416 in USA (1970 census); 3,000 in
United Arab Emirates (1986); 30,000 in Singapore {1993); 21,000,000 or more in all countries.
Central Thalland, centered in Bangkok. Khorat dialect in Ratchasima. Tai, Southwestern, East
Central, Chiang Saeng. Dialect: KHORAT THAI {(KORAT). Official language of the country and
medium of education and mast mass communication. Thai script. People sometimes called Siamese.
National language. Typology: SVO. Buddhist, Christian. Braille code available. Bible 1883-1990. NT
1843-1977. Bible portions 1834-1967.

2-—-217-Lao

LAQ (LAOTIAN TAL, LACTIAN, PHOU LAQ, EASTERN THAI, LUM LAC, LAO WIANG, LAO KAQ,
RONG KONG, TAI LAQ, LAC-TAI, L70, LAO-LUM, LAO-NOI) 3,000,000 in Laos (1991 UBS);
171,577 in USA (1990 census); 17,000 Lao {1993); 3,188,000 in all countries. 4,000,000 in Laos
including second language users {1991 WA). Mekong River Valley from Luang Prabang south to the
Cambodian border. The Lao Kao went to Thailand and are in Nan, Loei, Saraburi, and elsewhere;
the Lao-Khrang are in the Nakhonsawan and Nakhon Pathom area. Also in Cambodia and Canada.
May alsc be in Viet Nam. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Lao-Phutai. Dialects: LUANG PRABANG,
VIENTIANE (WIANG JAN), SAVANNAKHET (SUWANNAKHET), PAKSE, LAO-KAO, LAO-KHRANG,
100% monalingual. Dialect continuum with Northeastern Tai of Thailand. 50% to 75% literate.
National language. Typology: SOV. Buddhist, traditional religion. Bible 1932, in press (1996). NT
1926-1973. Bible portions 1906-1967.

3---ajﬂ-Nyo

NYAW (YO, NY(D) 50,000 (1990 A, Diller ANU). Sakorn Nakorn, Ta Bo', Nong Khai; Tha Uthen,
Nakorn Panom. Also in Laos. Tai, Southwestern, East Central. Closely related to \san (Northeastern
Thai) and Luang Prabang Lao. Speakers use Isan as second language. Maw may be an alternate
name. Buddhist. Work in progress

4--18y-Yooi

5---ﬂm5~l-Kaloeng

TA, NORTHEASTERN {ISAN, ISAAN, ISSAN) 15,000,000 (1983 SIL) to 23,000,000 including Lao; at

least 1,000,000 in Bangkok; Kalerng has a few thousand speakers (1990 A. Diiler ANU).
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Northeastern; 17 provinces. Kalerng is in Saken Nakhon and Nakhon Phanom. Tai, Southwestern,
East Central, Lao-Phutai. Dialects: NORTH ISAN, CENTRAL ISAN (KALERNG, KALEUNG),
SOUTHERN ISAN. KORAT. Written in Thal script. The people are called Isan. 88% use isan in the
home, 1% use Central Thai, 11% use both. The Korat dialect is quite different, and may be a

separate language. Typology: SVO. Buddhist. Bible 1932. Work in progress.

64 In-Phu Tai

PHU THAI (PUTAI, PHUTAI, PUTHAY) 128,000 in Laos {1993 Johnstone}; 156,000 in Thailand
(1993); 150,000 in Viet Nam (1993); 300,000 in all countries (1990 A. Diller ANU) to 434,000 total
(1993 Johnstone). Also in Viet Nam, and Los Angeles, California, USA. Passibly in China. Tai,
Southwestern, East Central, Lao-Phutai. Various dialects. Close to Tai Dam and Tai Don.

Agriculturalists.

7---W73U-Phuan
PHUAN (LAQ PHUAN, PHU UN} 96,000 in Laos (1993 Johnstone). Also in Thailand. Tai,

Southwestern, East Central, Chiang Saeng. Closest to Northern Tai, Song, and Tai Dam; close to
Lao. The name is also used for Lao speakers in Thailand. Survey needed.

PHUAN (LAO PHUAN, PHU UN) 75,000 in all countries (1981 Wurm and Hattori). Uthai Thani,
Phichit, Petchabun, Lopburi, Singburi, Suphanburi, Saraburi, Nakorn Nayok, Phrachinburi, Udon,
Loei, and one village south of Bangkek. Also in Laos. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Chiang Saeng.
They were relocated to Thailand from 1827 to 1890. Vigorous language use and sense of identity.
There is an annual Phuan celebration in Bangkok. A socially prominent group. Closely related to
Northern Tai, Tai Dam, Song, Lao. The name is also used for Lao speakers in Thailand. Buddhist.

Survey needed.

8—'1nv13-White Tai
TAI D?N (TAI D?N, TAI BLANC, TH?I TR?NG, TAI LAI, TAI KAO, T7Y KHAQ, WHITE TAI) 190,000 in

Viet Nam (1984 official figure); 10,000 in China (1995); 400,000 in all countries (1390 A. Diller ANU).
Narth Viet Nam along the Red and Black rivers and in Laos. Some are settled in southern Viet Nam,
mainly in Tung Nghia (Tuyen Duc). Also in Jinping County, Yunnan, China and a few in USA. More in
France than in USA. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Chiang Saeng. Not intelligible with Tai Dam.
Those who have had prolenged contact with Tai Dam have become bilingual in it. Many have not
had that contact. Lao has influenced the speech of some Tai O?n speakers. They have a distinctive
writing system and different customs from the Tai Dam. Tai D?n have strong ethnic pride. Part of the

Thai official nationality in Viet Nam. Traditional religion, Buddhism. Bible portions 1969.
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9---Iné1-Black Tai

TAI DAM (TAI NOIR, TH?I DEN, T?Y-DAM, BLACK TAI, TAI DO) 500,000 or more in Viet Nam {1990
A. Dilter); 20,000 in Thailand (1991 J. Matisoff); 3,000 in USA; 1,000 to 1,500 in France; 10,000 in
China (1995); 534,000 or more in all countries. Northern Viet Nam along the Red and Black rivers.
Some moved south and are settled in Tung Nghia (Tuyenduc), Tho Thanh (Darlac), Pleiky, and
gisewhere. Also in Laos; Jinping County, Yunnan, China; Sydney, Australia. Tai, Southwestern, East
Central, Chiang Saeng. Dialect: T?Y MU'?'l (TAI MUEAI, MEUAY). Itis part of the Thai official
nationality in Viet Nam (760,000 in 1984; official figure), which atso includes Tai Kao and Tai Daeng.
Officially included under Dai in China. Close to Sang. Related to Tay Tac of northern Viet Nam. 50%
to 75% literate. Traditional religion. Bible portions 1982-1993. Work in progress.

10~ InuAL-Red Tai
TAl DAENG (RED THAI, THAI DO, THAI DANG, TAI DENG, DAENG) 25,000 in Laos (CMA 1991):

100,000 in Viet Nam (1920); 125,000 in all countries. Northeastern Laos, near the Viet Nam border.
Also in USA. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Chiang Saeng. Part of the official Thai ethnic
community in Viet Nam. Survey needed.

TAI DAENG (RED TAI, TAI ROUGE, THAI DO, THAI DANG, TAI DENG, DAENG, T?7Y-M?C-CH?U,
M?C-CH?U) 100,000 in Viet Nam (1990 A. Diller}; 25,000 in Laos (1991 CMA); 125,000 in all
countries. North centra! Viet Nam in the area of Thanh Hoa Province, south of Sam Nuea. A few in
southern Viet Nam; Chiang Rai, Thailand; and USA. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Chiang Saeng.
Part of the Thai official nationality in Viet Nam. Speakers in Viet Nam tend to identify with Tai Dam,

and deny they are 'Red Tai'. Survey needed.

11InFa-Tai Phoeng

12---Tvudlt-Tai Moei

13-—1M87U-Tai Yuan

14-—1M%U-Tai Khoen

KH?N (HKUN, KHUN SHAN, KHYN, GON SHAN, TAI KHUN, KHUEN, TAI-KHUEN) 100,000 or more

in all countries (1930 A. Diller ANU). Main Kentung Valley in the center of Shan State. Possibly not in
Thaitand. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Northwest. Closely related to L? and Northern Tai or
southern Shan. Their scriptis ¢close to that of the Lanna, and the spoken dialects are considered
close by their speakers. Different from Khouen {Khuen), a Mon-Khmer language of Laos. Buddhist.

Bible portions 1838. Survey needed.
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15--Twna23/InIng)-Tai Luang/Tai Yai

16---1nnils-Tai Nuea

TAI N?A (DAT NUEA, TAI NEUA, TAE NUE, TAI N?, DAl NA, DEHONG DAI, DEHONG, TAl DEHONG,
TAI LE, TAI-LE, TAI-LOE, DAI KONG, TAI-KONG, KONG, TAI MAD, CHINESE SHAN, CHINESE TAl,
YUNANNESE SHAN, YUNNAN SHANT'OU} 250,000 in China (1990 J-O Svantesson) out of
1,025,128 in the official nationality {1990 census); 72,400 in Myanmar (1983}, 120,000 in Laos (1990
A. Diller); 442,400 in afl countries. Dehong Prefecture, southwest of Dali near the Lancang {(Mekong)
River in south central Yunnan. Also possibly in northern Viet Nam. Tai, Southwestern, East Central,
Northwest. Dialects; DEHONG, TAI PONG (LA, YOU, YA, KA, TAl KA, SAI), YONGREN. Northern
Shan-like varieties referred to collectively as 'Tai N7a'. Cfficially included under Dai in China; called
'‘Dehong Dai'. The Laos dialect is different. Language taught at Kunming Institute. 65% lexical
similarity with Northern Zhuang, 29% with Laqua, 27% with Buyang and Lati, 22% with Gelo. They
have their own script and traditions. Typology: SVQ; modifiers follow heads. Agriculturalists: paddy
rice, sugar, Pu'er tea, bananas, caoconuts, papayas, rubber. Hinayana Buddhist, polytheist. Bible

portions 1931-1948. Survey needed.

1710 2-Tai Heu

18- 1n94-Tai Jang

19---11102810-Tai Eulai

20---1ﬂq»1—Tai Jung

21 1MY1-Tai Ya

TAI YA (TAI-CUNG, TAI-CHUNG, TAI CUNG, CUNG, DAIYA, YA) 34,000 or more {1982). Central
Yunnan Province, Xinping Yi-Oai Autonomous County, Mosha District. Tai, Southwestern. Probably
not intelligible with other varieties of Dai. Closely related to Tai N7a. Called 'Daiya’ in China.
Grammar. Dictionary. Typology: SVO; 6 tone categories in unchecked syllables, 2 (split irito 4

according to vowel lengt)h in checked syllables; nasal and stop finals. Survey needed,

22-—1n111@-Tai Payi
23--1nfi9-Tai Lue
L? (TAI LU, LUE, LY, LU, DAI LE, XISHUANGBANNA DAI. SIPSONGPANNA DAI, PAl-, PAI'T, SHUI-

PAI-1} 250,000 in China (1990 J-O Svantesson) to possibly 770,000 or 75% of the Dai (1930 A. Diller);
200,000 in Myanmar (1981); 78,000 in Thailand {1993); 20,000 in Laos (1993): 3.000 in Viet Nam
(1959); 551,000 to 1,070,000 in ali countries. South Yunnan, Jinghong {Chiang Hung, Chien Rung),
Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture, west of the Lixianjiang (Black) River. Tai, Southwestern,

East Central, Northwest. Mu'ang Yong and dialects in the Lanna area may converge phonologically
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with Lanna (Diller 1890). Cfficially included under Dai nationality in China. Old L? script is used. An
official nationality in Viet Nam. Distinct from Tai N7a, having their own script and traditions.
Dictionary. Typology: SVO; modifiers follow heads. Traditional religion, Buddhist. NT 1933, out of
print. Bible portions 1921-1932. Work in progress.

24---1M@MY-Tai Ahom
AHOM (TAl AHOM) Assam. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Northwest, Former language of the Tai-
Ahom Kingdom. No longer spoken in daily life, but used in religious chants and literary materials.

Possibly 8,000,000 Assamese speakers claim to be of Ahom descent (A, Diller 1990). Extinct.

25— 1n¥UA-Tai Phake
PHAKE (PHAKIAL, PHAKEY, FAAKE) Several thousand (A. Diller ANU 1980). Assam, villages along
the Dihing River. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Northwest. Similar to Shan of Myanmar. Survey

needed,

26--'Inf1#-Tai Khamti

KHAMTI (KHAM-TAI, HKAMTI, KHAMPTI, KHAMTi SHAN, KHANTIS, TAl KAM Ti} 70,000 in all
countries (1990 A. Diller ANU). Assam; Lakimpur, Arunachal Pradesh, Siang. Also in northwestern
Myanmar and possibly China. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Northwest. Dialects: ASSAM KHAMTI,
NORTH BURMA KHAMTI, SINKALING HKAMTI. Related languages in Assam: Phakaes, Aiton,
Khamjang, Turung.

KHAMTI (HKAMTE, KHAMPTI, KHAMTI SHAN, KHAMPTI SHAN, KHANDI SHAN, KAM TI, TAl KAM TI,
TAI-KHAMTI) 70,000 in alf countries (1990 A, Diller ANU). Northwestern Myanmar. Alse in Assam and
possibly China. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Northwest. Dialects: ASSAM KHAMTI, NORTH
BURMA KHAMTI, SINKALING HKAMTI. Related to Shan but distinct. Some similarities to northern
Shan. Written with a distinctive script called Lik-Tai. They also speak Burmese and Jingpo. Typology:

SOV, postpositional case-marking particle. Buddhist.

27---1nAn9-Tai kamyang
KHAMYANG , Assam, Rowai Mukh village. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Northwest. Similar to
Phake of Assam and Shan of Myanmar. Several thousand Assamese speakers may slill use the

name for their ethnic group. Nearly extinct.

28---In&u@AU-Tai Ai Ton
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AITON (AITONIA} Several thousand speakers and semi-speakers (1980 A. Diller). Assam. Tai,

Southwestern, East Central, Northwest. Related to Shan of Myanmar. Survey needed.

29---1174-Tai Rong, Turung

TURUNG, Assam. Tai, Unclassified. May be extinct. Nearly extinct,

30---1nA9-Tai Khang
KANG 34,065 in China {1993). Southwest Yunnan. Also in Laos. Tai, Unclassified. Officially under the
Dai nationality. Retated ethnic groups, dialects, or languages in the area: Chang Teo Fah, Kentse,

Mengka {Mengkah). Survey needed.

31--1MN2U-Tai Kuan
KUAN Khammauan Province. Tal, Unclassified. Some classification problems, possibly because of

migration. Survey needed.

32~ 1n1h7-Tai Pao

TAl PAO, Khammaouan Province. Tai, Unclassified. Classification problems, possibly due to

migration. Survey needed.

13-—1nmToa-Tai Yueang

34--1NAZI@Y-Tai Kaloep

35—--1N101-Tai Mao

SHAN {SHA, TAl SHAN, SAM, THAI YAI, TAI YAl, GREAT THAI, TAI LUANG, "NGIO", "NGIOW",
"NGIAW", "NGIAQ", "NGEO") 2,820,000 in Myanmar {1893 Johnstone), 6% of the population (1986);
56,000 in Thailand (1993); 3,000,000 in all countries (1995 WA), 350,000 Tai Mao (1990 A. Diller
ANU). Shan States, southeast Myanmar. Kokant Shan is in the Kokant area in northern Wa State in
the Shan States. Tai Mao is on the Burma-Yunnan border, centered at Mu'ang Mao Long or
Namkham, Myanmar. Also in 1 village in China. Tai, Southwestern, East Central, Northwest. Dialects:
KOKANT SHAN, TAl MAC (MAD, MAW, MAU, TAt LONG, NORTHERN SHAN}). A large, civilized
group. Burmese Shan is spoken with regional dialect differences, but dialects are close linguistically.
Tai-Khae {Khe) may be a dialect. The Tai Mao have their own script, and southern Shan is
traditionally written with a Burmese-like script which does not distinguish tone or some vowels.
Plains. Paddy rice, artisans {gold, silver, blacksmiths}, shopkeepers. Buddhist. Bible 1892, NT 1882-
1994. Bible portions 1871-1994

35A----Shan
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35B-na1e-3291d-Southern Zhuang

ZHUANG, SOUTHERN 4,000,000 speakers (1990 J-O Svantesson) out of 15,489,630 in the Zhuang
nationality (1990 census), including Yongnan 1,400,000, Zuojiang 1,400,000, De-Jing 980,000, Yan-
Guang {(not available, Wen-Ma 100,000. Southwest Guangxi and southern Wenshan Zhuang-Miao
Autonomous Prefecture of southeastern Yunnan Province. Yongnan is south of the Yongjiang River
from Yongning in the gast to Long'an in the west; Zuojiang is in southwestern Guangxi around
Tiandeng, Daxin, Chongzua, Longzhou, Pingxiang, and Ningming, down to the Viet Nam border; De-
Jing is in southwestern Guangxi around Debao, Jingxi, and Napa, down to the Yunnan and Viet Nam
borders; Wen-Ma is in southeastern Yunnan Province south of Wenshan and Malipo, but excluding
an area west of Maguan; Yan-Guang is in southeastern Yunnan Province north of Wenshan and
Malipa, including Yanshan and nerth to Guangnan, and west of Maguan along the Viet Nam border.
Tai, Central. Dialects: YONGNAN (YUNGNAN}, ZUOJANG (TSOCHIANG), DE-JING {TECHING),
YAN-GUANG (YENKUANG), WEN-IMA. Dialects share about 70% lexical similarity, about 65% with
Northern Zhuang. Dialect chain into Vietnam. The varieties between the Youjiang River and the
Vietnam border {particularly Zuoijiang and De-Jing) refer to their language as 'Tho', share many
regional characteristics, and are intelligible with the Tay ("Tho") of Vietnam. The Yan-Guang and De-
Jing varieties are intelligible with Nung (and Tay) of Vietnam, and refer to their language as 'Nong'.
Man Cao Lan may be close to the Yan-Guang dialect (if found in China--that name is not used) of

Viet Nam. Typology: Similar to Northern Zhuang, but has aspirated stop series.

36—-(i-Thu

37TM-Tho

T?Y ('TH?", THU LAQ, T'O, TAl THO, NGAN, PHEN, PA DI} 1,000,000 in Viet Nam (1992 J A.
Edmondson). Caa B?ng, Lang Son, H? Glang, Tuye~n Quang, B?c Th?i, Ho?ng Lien Son, Quang
Ninh, H? Bac, and Lam D?ng provinces, central and northeastern Viet Nam near the China border.
Some moved south and settled in Tung Nghia and Song Mao. Also possibly in Laos, guite a few in
USA, many in France. Tai, Central. Dialects: CENTRAL T?Y, EASTERN T?Y, SOUTHERN T?Y,
NORTHERN T?Y. "Th¢' is a derogatory name. An official nationality in Viet Nam. High degree of
bilingualism and acculturation in Vietnamese. Dialect continuum to Southern Zhuang in China.

Closely related to Nung. Dictionaries. 50% to 75% literate. Bible portions 1938-1963.

38-—-uii la/ugaz-Mi TaiMata
39---11u3-Nong
NUNG (NONG, BU-NONG, HIGHLAND NUNG, TAI NUNG, TAY, T?Y N?NG) 700,000 in Viet Nam

(1992 J.A. Edmondson); a few in Laos. Cac Bang, Lang Son, Bac Th7i, H? Tuyen, H? Bac, Ho7ng
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Lien Son, Quang Ninh, Th?nh ph? H? Ch? Minh, Lam D?ng provinces. They have mixed with Chinese
Nung. In USA (California, Delaware, lowa, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania), Canada, and Australia.
Tai, Central. Dialects: XUPNG, GIANG, N7NG AN, N?NG PHAN SL?NH {(N?NG FAN SLIHNG), N?NG
CH?0, N?NG LI, N?NG Q7Y RIN (GUIREN), KHEN L?I, N?NG INH. Closely related to T?y and
Southern Zhuang (Ningming, Longzhou varieties). Different from Chinese Nung {Cantonese) and
Tibeto-Burman Nung (Nu). An official nationality in Viet Nam. Dialect continuum with Southern
Zhuang in China. They have preserved their language and culture more than the T?y. Dictionary.

50% to 75% literate. Bible portions 1971-1975. Work in progress.

40--Y4-Nung

41--1nTa-Tao Lo

42---na1/ Inmajou-Tai La/Tai Mawn

4311 Tai Nam

44— 19-Phu Tai

45---ﬁﬁu-Phu Min

46—IN1AU-Caolan

MAN CAQ LAN (CAQ LAN, CAOLAN, SAN CHAY, SAN CHI, MAN CAQO-LAN, S?N-CHI, M?N, CAO
LAN-57N CHI) 77,000 in Viet Nam (1986); 100,000 in all countries {1981 Wurm and Hattori). Bac
Th?i, Quang Ninh, H? Bac, Cao Bang, Lang Son, and H? Tuyen provinces, northern Viet Nam-China
border. Tai, Central. The official San Chay nationaiity in Viet Nam. Speakers are said to have come
from China in the 19th century. Related to Tu D?. May be close to some varieties of Southern Zhuang

in China.

47-wtle-$ramiie-Northern Zhuang

48—J18-Pu Yai

BOUYEI (BUYI, BUI, BO-I, BUYEI, BUYUI, PUYI, PUI, PU-I, PU-JUIL, PUJAI, PUYOI, DIOI, TUJIA,
SHUIHU, ZHONGJIA) 2,000,000 speakers or more out of a nationality of 2,545,059 in China (1930
census); 1,300 in Viet Nam (1984). Quinnan is the largest dialect. Guizhou-Yunnan plateau, mainly
Buyi-Miao and Miao-Dong autonomous prefectures, Zhenning and Guanling counties, south and
southwest Guizhou, and some in Yunnan Province, Luoping County, and Sichuan Province, Ningnan
and Huidong counties. Tai, Northern. Dialects: QIANNAN (SOUTHERN GUIZHOU, BOUYEI 1),
QIANZHONG (CENTRAL GUIZHOU, BOUYE! 2), QIANXI (WESTERN GUIZHOU, BOUYEI 3). Dialect
chain to Northern Zhuang. At times the name 'Buyi' is applied to all, or nearly all Northern Tai groups,

including Northern Zhuang in Guangxi; the official division between the Zhuang and Buyi is
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determined by provincial borders. Those in Guizhou are the Buyi official nationality in China; officially
includes the T'en, Ching, and Ai-cham languages. The name 'Quinnan hua' (Quinnan speech) also
refers to a dialect of southwestern Mandarin spoken in Guizhou, and should not be confused with
Gliannan Bouyei. it has an official Roman pan-dialectal orthography, based on Qiannan Bouyei
spoken in Wangmo County. Written Chinese is in common use. An official nationality in Viet Nam.
Dictionaries. Typology: SVO; modifiers fllow heads; highly monosyllabic in native vocabulary; 6 tone
categories in open syllables and 4 (split of 2 categories according to vowel length) in closed
syllables; loans from local Mandarin. Mountain slope. Agriculturalists: oranges; batik dyers, textiles,

tung oil, kapok. Polytheist, some Daoist. Work in progress.

BOUYE! (BO-Y, BO-I, BUYI, PU-I, PUYI, PUL, CHANG CH?, TRONG GIA, TU D7, TU D?N) 1,300 in
Viet Nam (1984 official figure}, 2,000,000 in China {1990). Ho?ng Lien Son and H? Tuyen provinces.
Tai, Northern. An official nationality in Viet Nam and China. Close to Nhang. Polytheist, some Daoist.

Work in progress.

49-4fo-Pu Yi

50---1%1-Ph Sha

51---1nuau-Tai Macn

TAI MAEN (TAI-MAEN, TAY M?N?, TA! MENE, TAI MAN) Khammouan Province. Tai, Northern.
Survey needed,.

TAI MAN THANH (T?Y THANH, MAN THANH) Small, Northern Viet Nam. Tai, Unclassified. Part of the
Th7i official ethnic community, related to White Thai, Tai Dam, Hang Tong, Pu Thay, and Tho Da Bac.

Survey needed.

52---{] Tarau 1-Pu To/Kon To

53--{foe-Dioi

YOY (YO, YOOI, YOOY) {5,000 in Thailand; 1990). Tai, Unclassified. Second language is Lao. May
be the same as Tai Yo of Khamouan Province, a Northern Tai language. Survey needed.

YOY (YOI, YOOI, YOOY) 5,000 in Thailand (1990 A. Diller ANU). Sakorn Nakorn. Also in Laos. Tai,

Unclassified. Bilingual in Nartheastern Thai. Survey needed.

54---14fN-Saek
SAEK (SEK, TAl SEK) 25,000 in all countries, with more than half in Laos {1990 A. Diller ANU);

11,000 in Thailand (1993 Johnstone). Central Laos near the Viet Nam border. Tai, Northern. Second

fanguage is Lac.
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55---tﬁa-Nhang

NHANG {(NHAANG, NYANG, NIANG, YAI, YAY, GIAl, GIANG, GI?Y, DANG, DIOI, PAU THIN, P? N7,
PU-NAM, C?1 CHU, XA CHUNG CH?, CHUNG CHA, SA) 28,000 in Viet Nam (1986); 100 possibly in
France; 5 possibly in USA: 250,000 in all countries (1981 Wurm and Hattori). Ho?ng Lien Son, H?
Tuyen, Lai Chau provinces. Also probably in Laos. Tai, Northern. An official nationality in Viet Nam.
Close to Bouyai. Included under the Zhuang nationality in China; possibly a dialect or aiternate name

for Southern Zhuang.

56-ﬁ1-f‘fu--ﬁﬁ/f€1-Dong/Kam

DONG, NCRTHERN (KAM, GAM, TONG, TUNG, TUNG-CHIA) 907,560 speakers out of 2,514,014 in
the official nationality (1990 census); 38% of the 2,388,310 Dong speakers. Only 1 speaker of Dong
found in Viet Nam (1995 J. Edmondson 1996). Area where southeastern Guizhou (Yuping
Autenomous County), western Hunan, and northern Guangxi provinces meet, and Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, 20 contiguous counties. Kam-Sui. Speakers of Northern Dong are more
bilingual than are those in Southern Dong. Dong Is an official nationality in China, Has an official
orthography. Speakers use Mandarin for literature. 'Kam’ is their own name, '‘Dong' is the Chinese
name. Reported to be close to Mulam. 80% lexical similarity within Northern Dong, 71% between
Northern Dong and Southern Dong. 49% lexical similarity with Northern Zhuang, 46% with Laka, 29%
with Laqua, 28% with Buyang, 26% with Hiai, 24% with Gelo, 22% with Lati, §% with Hmong, 4% with
Mien. Traditional way of life is relatively undisturbed. Typalogy: 9 tones. Agriculturalists: rice, tung oil,
tea oil; forestry. Polytheist. Survey needed.

DONG, SOUTHERN (KAM, GAM, TONG, TUNG, TUNG-CHIA) 1,480,750 speakers out of 2,514,014
in the official natianality {1990 census); 62% of the 2,388,310 speakers speak Southern Dong. Area
where southeastern Guizhou {Yuping Autonomous County}, western Hunan, and northern Guangxi
provinces meet, and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, 20 contiguous counties. Kam-Sui.
Speakars of Northern Dong are more bilingual than those of Southern Dong. An official nationality in
China. Has an official orthography. Speakers use Mandarin for literature. 'Kam' is their own name,
Dong is the Chinese name. Reported to be close to Mulam. 93% lexical similarity within Southern
Dong, 71% between Northern Dong and Southern Dong. 49% lexical similarity with Northern Zhuang,
46% with Laka, 29% with Laqua, 28% with Buyang, 26% with Hlai, 24% with Gelo, 22% with Lati, 6%
with Hmong, 4% with Mien. Traditional way of life is relatively undisturbed. Dictionaries. Typology: 9

tones. Agriculturalists: rice, tung oil, tea oil; forestry. Polytheist. Wark in progress.

57---1‘1:11 Ei‘l‘)/lgiﬂﬁ'l-MulaoMulam
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MULAM (MULAO, MOLAO, MULOU, MUUAQ, MULAO MIAO, ABO, AYO) 159,328 (1990 census).
Luocheng Mulam Autonomous County (90% in Dongmen and Siba communes), and adjacent
counties in north centrai Guizhou Province; also in Majiang and Kaili City in Guizhou Province. Kam-
Sui. An official nationality. Most Mulam pecple use Mulam extensively. They live close to the Han,
Zhuang, Dong, Hmong, and Mien, and many use Chinese or Northern Zhuang as second language.
Many Han Chinese and Zhuang are bilingual in Mulao. Written Chinese in common use. Clase to
Kam. 65% lexical similarity with Dong (probably Southern Dong); 53% with Zhuang (prabably
Northern Zhuang). The people call themselves 'Mulam'. Some around Luocheng call themselves
‘Kyam'. Typolegy: SVO; reduplication; aspirated, palatalized, labialized, voiceless nasal, lateral
onsets; nasal and stop finals; 6 tone categories in unchecked syllables, 2 in checked (split into 4

according to vowel length; many Chinese loans. Agriculturalists. Some Buddhist,

58---tMUTHUIU-Maonan

MAONAN (Al NAN) 37,000 speakers out of an ethnic group of 71,968 (1990 census;. Xianan area of
Huanjiang Maonan Autonomous County in north central Guangxi Zhuang Autonamous Regicn. A few
in nearly Hechi, Yishan, Nandan, and Du'an counties. Kam-Sui. An official nationality. Chinese script
used. Spoken Chinese and Zhuang and written Chinese in use. Close to Sul, Classified as Kam-Sui
or Kadai. Typology: SVO; numbers and adjectives follow nouns; reduplication; glottalized pre-
nasalized, palatalized and labialized onsets; nasal and stop finals; 6 tone categories in unchecked
syllables, 2 in checked (split into 4 according to vowel! length); many Chinese loans. Agriculturalists.

Daoist, Christian.

59---8miin-Ai Mak

MAK (MO, MOHUA, MO-HUA, CHING, MOJIAHUA, MOCHIAHUA) 10,000 or more {1982 census).
Yangfeng, Fangcun, Jialiang, and Di'e villages in northwestern Libo County in Guizhou Province, and
some in neighboring Dushan County, Guizhou. Kam-Sui. Dialects: MAK, CHI, CHING (CHAM), HWA,
LYOQ. Officially included under the Bouyei nationality. Close to Sui. Dialect differences are minor.

People speak local Chinese or Bouyei as second language. Similar to Ai-Cham. Survey needed.

60--818913-Ai Cham

Al-CHAM (JIAMUHUA, JINHUA, ATSAM) 2,300 speakers (1986). 13 villages in Di'e and Boyao
townships in Libo County of the Qiannan Buyi-Miao Autonomous Prefecture in southern Guizhou
Province. Kam-Sui. Dialects: DI'E, BOYAO. A separate language officially included under the Bouyei
nationality. The two dialects listed have phonologica! differences, but are largely intelligible to each

other's speakers. Similar to Mak. Typology: SVO, 6 tones. Survey needed.
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61---tj0-Shui

SUI (SHUIL, Al SUI, SUI LY, SUIPQ) 345,993 in China (1990 census); 55 in Viet Nam (1979 J.
Edmondson 1996). Districts of Sandu and Libo in Guizhou and District of Nandan in Guangxi,
dispersed in Guangxi and northeastern Yunnan. Kam-Sui. Dialects: SANDONG (SAN TUNG),
YANG'AN, PANDONG. An official nationality. Written Chinese is in use. Dialect differences are minor.
That spoken in Yunnan is reported to be more different. Bilingualism is low in the main areas.

Agriculturalists. Polytheist.

62--N‘Ilﬁu-Ngao Foen

63---l‘:"iu-Then

T'EN (THEN, YANGHUANG]) 20,000 (1982 census). A few villages in Huishui, just south of Guiyang,
and Pingtang and Dushan counties, Guizhou. Kam-Sui. Officially under the Buyi nationality. Close to

Sui. People speak local Chinese or Buyi as second language. Survey needed.

64-n¢ 1A--az @ Laha

LAHA (X? KHADQ, KHL? PHLAQ, KL? DONG, KHL? DON, KHL? DUNG, KHL? LIIK, LA HA UNG, LA
HA, X? CHIEN, X7 LAY) 2,000 (1924 Ho?ng Luong in Edmondson 1994). Northwestern, Ha Tuyen,
Son La, and Lao Cay provinces, along the Red and Black rivers. Kadai, Li-Laqua. Those under 50
seldom speak Laha. They speak Th?i and dress like the Tai Dam. An official nationality. They live

together with the Th?i and Khi#ang. Agricuituralists: wet and dry rice. Survey needed.

ss-uazﬂamjtﬁm-uquamu Biao

LAQUA (KA BEQ, KA BAQ, KA BIAO, PUBIAQ, PUPEOQ, PU P70, PEN TI LOLO, BENDI! LOLO) 382
in Viet Nam (1994 Ho?ng Luong in Edmondson 1994); 307 in China (1990 Zhang Junru); 689 in all
countries. H? Tuyen Province, Viet Nam-Yunnan-Kwangsi border, upper Clear River valley, Dunshi,
Pugao, Pula, Pubang, Manong; Ph? L? and Sung Chang villages, D?ng Van District, and Y?n Minh
and M?o0 Vac districts, H? Giang Province. Kadai, Li-Laqua. They call themselves 'Ka Beo' or 'Qa

Beo'. An official ethnic community in Viet Nam. Scrorate, Traditional religion.

66---{{Men3-Bu Yang
BUYANG 2,000 to 3,000 (1990 Liang Min), including 200 at Ecun, 180 at Lagan, 200 at Maguan. 300

at Langjia, 50 at Nongna, 20 at Damen; 20 30 to 40 in Jinglong Township; and at a settlement in
Guangnan County Diyu; and a village near Yiliang. Yunnan Province, Wenshan Zhuang-Miao
Autonomous District, Guangnan County, one location, and Funing County, Gula Township. Kada:,
Bu-Rong. A number of dialects. Some similarities grammatically with Kam-Sui. Officially part of the

Zhuang nationality. Bhyang is used among themselves Mos! speakers can use Southwest Mangarnn
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except for children and the elderly. Those from 15 to 50 can speak the local kind of Zhuang. About
half can speak Yerong. 38% lexical similarity with Pubiao, 34% with Lati, 32% with Northern Zhuang,
31% with Gelo, 28% with Dong, 24% with Laka, 23% with Hlai, 10% with Hmong, 6% with Mien.
Typology: SVO; adjectives follow nouns; 6 tones (combining categories in checked and unchecked

syllables). Survey needed.

67---aNa13-Gelao

GELAO (GELO, KELAQ, KELEO, KEH-LAO, KLAU, KLO, ILAQ, KHI, CHILAO, LAQO) 6,400 speakers
out of an ethnic group of 437,997 in China (1990 census), including 3.000 Qau, 1,500 A'ou, 1,700
Hagei, 1,200 Duoluo; 6,700 in Viet Nam (1984); 13,100 in ali countries. Daozhen and Wuchuan
counties, Anshun and Bijie prefectures of southwest Guizhou province, southern Yunnan (Zhuang-
Miao Autonomous District at Maguan, Malipo, and nearby counties), Guangxi {Longlin Pan-
Nationalities Autonomous County), and Hunan, The White Gelo are on the China-Viet Nam border at
Tiechang and Yangwan townships, Wenshan Zhuang-Miao Autonomous District, Malipo County,
Yunnan Province. They live dispersed among the Han, Miao, Bouyei, Zhuang, and Yi nationalities.
Kadai, Lati-Kelao. Dialects: QAU (GAQ), A'OU, HAGE! (HAKE!), DUOLUQ. Phonologically close to
Hmong, grammatically to Northern Zhuang and Bouyei. Anshun Gelo (Guizhou Anshun) and
Sancheng Gelo (Guangxi Longlin} have 54% lexical similarity, and should be considered separate
languages. 456% lexical similarity with Southern Zhuang and Dai, 40% with Dong, 36% with Lati, 32%
with Laqua, 29% with Buyang, 24% with Northern Zhuang, 24% with Dong, 22% with Laka, 27% to
40% with Hlai, 10% to 15% with Hmong, 5% to 15% with Mien. The White Gelo retain their language.
The Flowery Gelo have shifted to Chinese. An official nationality in China and Viet Nam. Called
'‘Gelac' in China. Typology: SVO, adjectives follow noun head, negative follows predicate but other
adverbials precede predicate; 6 tones; only final consonants are afveolar and velar nasals; nasal-
stop and some obstruent-lateral onset clusters. Agriculturalists. Polytheistic. Bible portions 1837,
GELAO {CO LAO, KELAC, KELEQ, KEH-LAQ, GELO, CHILAQ, LAO, ILAQ, QU?C LAQ, C?C LAO,
THU, THIL) 6,700 in Viet Nam (1984 official figure); 6 400 speakers in China from an ethnic
population of 437,997 (1990 census); 13,100 in all countries. North, Ha Tuyen Province. Kadai, Lati-
Kelao. Dialects: WHITE GELAO (T? DU, SOUTHWESTERN GELAO), RED GELAO (VOA D7), GREEN
GELAQ (HO KI, NORTH CENTRAL GELAO), CAPE DRAPING GELAQ (KLAU, QAU, CENTRAL
GELAQ), MOUNTAIN GELAQ (PUYUI, WESTERN GELAQ). An official nationality in Viet Nam and
China, The Red Gelao are shifting to Mandarin. The three dialect groups of Viet Nam are
distinguished by the color of their dress. Sororate. Agriculturalists: rice. Polytheistic. Bible partions

1937.

68---0%9-Lachi
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LATI (AKHU, P'U LA, PULA, PHULA, FULA, FOULA, TAI LATI, LACH?, LAJI, LIPULIO, LA QUA. Y P?,
¥ P?NG, C? TE, CU-T?) 7.863 in Viet Nam {1980 census), including 3,990 women, in 1,450
households (1990 Liang Min), including Black Lachi 2,500 in 550 househalds, Long-Haired Lachi
4,500 in 900 households; 1,153 speakers in China in 306 households (1990 Liang Min); 9,016 in all
countries. H? Tuyen Province, mostly west of H? Giang in the upper Clear River valley (Riviere Claire)
on the China border: Black Lachi at Manyou, Long-Haired Lachi at Manpeng. Kadai, Lati-Kelao.
Dialects: LIPUTI? (BLACK LACHT), LIPUPI (LONG-HAIRED LACHI), LIPUTE (BAG LACHI), LIPUTCIO
{HAN LACHI), LIPUKE (RED LACHI), LIPULIONGTCO (FLOWERY LACHI}. The first two dialects
listed are in Viet Nam, the others in China. 'Red’, 'Flowery', etc., refer to clothing color or ather
features of physical appearance. Long-Haired Lachi of Viet Nam have 80% lexica! similarity with
Flowery Lachi of China. White Lachi of Viet Nam has 30% to 40% lexical similarity with the others,
and should be considered a separate language. Those in Viet Nam retain their language. Related to
Gelo. Agriculturalists: wet rice; livestock. Traditional religion.

LATI, WHITE (WHITE LACHI, LIPUP?) 1,602 in 300 househoids (1890 Liang Min). H? Tuyen Province,
northern Viet Nam south of Maguan in China, Manbang and Manmei. Kadai, Lati-Keiao. 30% to 40%

lexical similarity with other Lati. They retain their language. Typology: Tonal.

69-lalutiuou--Snnuaniny-LakkjaLakkia

LAKA (LAKKJA, LAKJA, TAl LAKA, LAKIA, LAKKIA, LAJIA, CHASHAN YAQ, TEA MOUNTAIN YAQ)
8,500 speakers (1990 J-O Svantesson) to 9,000 {1990 A. Diller ANU). Jinxiu Yao Autenomous County
of eastern Guangxi Autonomous Region for the Zhuang people. Kam-Sui. Officially and ethnically
Yao {Mien), but the language is Daic (J. O. Svantesson). Phonetically similar to Mien, word order to
Bunu. Tentatively classified as Kam-Sui; may be Kadai. Not intelligible with Hmong or Bunu. 45%
lexical similarity with Dong, 44% with Northern Zhuang, 24% with Buyang, 23% with Lati and Laqua,
22% with Gelo. Different fraom Lashi, which is also called Chashan(hua). ‘Lajia’ is the same name
used for the Yayao variety of the Siyi dialect of Cantonese spoken in Heshan County, Guangdong.
Typotogy: SVO,; modifiers follow heads; consonant clusters and palatalized and labialized onsets;
voiced and voiceless nasal onsets; long-short vowel distinction; 6 basic tone categories in
unchecked syllables and 2 in checked with further split in checked syllables according to vowel

length. Bible portions 1912-1936.

70---11/011]-Be/Ong Be
LINGAQ (VO LIMKOU, LIMKOW, LINKOW, ONGBE, ONG-BE, B?) 520,000 (1982 census) in the

ethnic group, including 350,000 Lincheng, 170,000 Qiongshan; the number of speakers is unclear

{1990 A. Diller). North central coast of Hainan, entire Lingac county, parts of Danxian, Chengmai,
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and Qiongshan counties, and suburbs of Haikou city. Kadai, Unclassified. Dialects: LINCHENG
(LINGAO PROPER-DENGMAI), QIONGSHAN. Most think of themselves as Han (Chinese) nationality.
Urban members are bilingual in Hainan dialect of Min Nan Chinese. Classified as in Tai or Kadai
family. Grammar. Dictionary. Typology: SVO; linguistically similar to Zhuang and Dai. Lincheng
reorted to have 7 tone categeries, Qiongshan 13. Loans from Cantonese and Hainan variety of Min

Nan Chinese. Survey needed.

71--n/ala-LiHlai
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